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In this issue, led off by our history 
section, we focus once again on the 
Anabaptist martyr theme. Marlin Adri
an, an independent scholar in Danville, 
Virginia, examines the poignant body of 
martyr literature left by women in the 
Martyrs Mirror, and their use of reli
gious paradigms to create meaning out 

of their experiences.
T  j J • * The next two articles
X l l  U  l i d  looLX vv demonstrate that the

Anabaptist martyrs also 
have a place outside of Mennonile cul
ture. The translated selection of a Dutch 
biography of Dirk Willems by C. van 
Rijswijk places the Dirk Willems story 
in a non-Mennonite context of the 
struggle for political freedom. Mary 
Sprunger reminds us that fan Luyken, 
the Mennonite artist whose famous 
etchings are found in the Martyrs Mir
ror, also created illustrations for secular 
works which touched on the martyr 
theme and placed the martyrs in a larg
er, non-Anabaptist story.

In our arts section, we find the 
Luyken etchings inspiring a contempo
rary response. Singing at the Fire is a 
presentation designed and commissioned 
by the 1997 C. Henry Smith Peace Lec
turer, Shirley Sprunger King, professor 
of music at Bethel College. The music 
for organ was composed by Brent 
Weaver, based on poems by Sarah 
Klassen, which were in turn triggered 
by Luyken martyr etchings. Audiences 
at six Mennonite colleges in North 
America witnessed this unique artistic 
production this spring in the 22nd 
annual C. Henry Smith Peace Lecture
ship.

David P. Sudermann's poem Ash 
Wednesday Elegy 1995 reminds us 
that the martyr theme finds echoes not 
just in the sixteenth century but also in 
the twentieth.

Our current issues section offers 
reflections on the Middle East and inter
national politics from a Mennonite per
spective. Terry Rempel is a 1990 gradu
ate of Bethel College and received an 
M.A. in Middle East Politics from 
Exeter University in England. He has 
served with Christian Peacemaker 
Teams in the Middle East and lives in 
Tofield, Alberta.

Also included in this issue is our 
annual Mennonite Bibliography, a 
Mennonite Life tradition that goes 
back to 1946.

M H N N O N I T F. L F F
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The Women 
of the 

Martyrs9 Minor: 
Paradigms in 
Anabaptist/ 
Mennonite 
Mythology

M a r l i n  A d r i a n

Ursel van 
Essen, 

Maastricht, 1570

"For she is the brightness of the 
everlasting light, the unspotted mirror of 
the power of God." (Wisdom 7:26)

istorically, the role of 
women has been understated, if not 
simply ignored, by those who have 
chronicled the history of the world's 
religious traditions. A glaring 
exception to this failing is found in 
the field of martyrologies. Peter 
Brown has noted that, "In the legacy 
of courage, at least, men and women 
were remembered as equal within 
the Christian Church."1

The martyrology which has 
profoundly influenced Anabaptist 
thinking, Thieleman J. van Braght's 
The Bloody Theater or Martyrs Mirror 
of the Defenseless Christians, gives 
witness to this legacy. The women

found within its pages are numerous 
and prominent. Mennonite historian 
Robert Friedmann observes that the 
Martyrs' Mirror "exerts its immense 
spiritual influence by presenting 
models of Christian life."2 The 
paradigm of the martyr within the 
Anabaptist tradition grows out of 
the contemplation of these narratives 
about human beings, called by 
Brown "the very special dead."

The paradigm of the martyr, as is 
the way with symbols and 
paradigms, displays multivocality, 
that is, it gathers around itself many, 
sometimes contradictory meanings. 
Phenomenological studies of symbol, 
myth and ritual give us the latitude 
to explore the multitude of meanings 
found in martyr narratives. In order 
to apply these methods, we must first 
affirm that the martyr narratives of 
the Martyrs' Mirror are mythological.

Let us define what we mean by 
"myth." It has been written that the
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"best short definition of a myth is 
that it is a true story."3 It has also 
been said that "myths are like 
histories in that they are stories 
about the human past, stories that 
are considered significant and true."4 
But if a myth is a true story about the 
past whose meaning is remembered 
in the present, how do myths differ 
from histories?

Myths can be distinguished from 
histories by their origin. A myth is 
not the creation and possession of an 
individual, it is a story that is sacred 
to and shared by a group of people.
A community creates myths over 
time. A myth becomes a myth 
because it is perceived as such by the 
community that tells and hears it. As 
members of the community retell the 
myth, they reinterpret the myth, and 
by doing so, reinterpret the identity 
of the community. Myths therefore 
facilitate "reflexivity" in the life of 
the community.

Myths are also set apart by their 
context. A myth exists within the 
context of a body of myths. When a 
myth stands alone, it has somehow 
been removed from its original 
position within a corpus of 
literature. For example, the martyr 
narratives in the Martyrs' Mirror not 
only form such a body of myths, 
they exist in the context of the stories 
of martyrs from the beginning of 
Christianity up until the present day.

Myths are also notable for the 
scope of their content. Myths are not 
only stories about human beings, they 
also consider humanity's "ultimate 
sources of existence." Martyr 
narratives are not merely histories of 
the deaths of human beings, they are 
complex narratives which "face death 
and find meaning in the encounter."

Histories may offer social, historical, 
psychological, or philosophical 
explanations for historical 
phenomena. Myths, however, find 
meaning for historical events in a 
cosmic arena by employing the 
services of symbols and metaphors. 
Because symbols and metaphors are 
multivalent, myths provide 
paradigms "on which a number of 
meanings may be modeled."5

Finally, myths are intimately 
related to rituals. In the past there 
has been disagreement as to whether 
myth precedes or follows ritual, but 
"few mythographers will deny the 
'intricate interdependence,' the 
"'interpenetration' between ritual 
and myth." We must be mindful of 
the "ritual context of mythology and 
the mythological context of ritual."'’

Although symbols, myths and 
rituals are clearly related to the 
dynamics of specific cultures, the 
paradigms they present are not 
limited to those particular 
incarnations. Mircea Eliade pointed 
our attention to the universality of 
certain religious paradigms. The 
paradigm of the martyr is not only 
the root paradigm of Anabaptism and 
the root paradigm of Christianity, it 
also bears within it key characteristics 
of universal archetypes found in 
cultures throughout the world. The 
power of these martyr narratives to 
move us lies in their ability to tap into 
these universal archetypes.

Women martyrs, as depicted in 
the Martyrs' Mirror, embody 
universal archetypes. I would like to 
examine three of these, identified by 
Eliade as the "difficult passage," the 
"god who binds," and the "cosmic 
tree" or "pillar of the world."

Women
m artyrs,

as depicted in the 

Martyr s Mirror, 

embody universal 

archetypes.
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The Difficult Passage
One way to understand narratives 

of martyrdom is by seeing them as 
stories about a ritual process, a rite of 
passage, in which the martyr is not 
only transported from one place to 
another (earth to heaven), but 
transformed from one state of being or

martyrdom as a passage to life is key 
to the self understanding of 
Anabaptist martyrs. Menno Simons 
focuses on this paradigm in his work 
"The Cross of the Saints".

(The martyrs are) pressed 
into the true and promised land 
and into eternal glory through 
this lonely wilderness, through 
this narrow, shameful, and 
bloody way of all miseries and 
crosses and sufferings.

Yes, this is and remains the 
only strait and narrow way and 
door through which we must 
enter and pass, and through no 
other way may we seek to enter 
with the Saints into eternal life."

Traversing this narrow passage in 
order to join the saints "under the 
altar," is a recurring apocalyptic 
theme in the martyr narratives. Anna 
of Rotterdam, in a testament left for 
her son, Isaiah, in 1539, writes, "I go 
today the way of the prophets, 
apostles and martyrs, and drink of the 
cup of which they all have drank."

Aimeken
Hendriks,

Amsterdam, 1571

plane of existence to a higher one. 
Arnold van Gennep set the 
parameters of our discussion of rites of 
passage. He observed three phases in 
the crossing of thresholds: separation, 
transition, and reintegration.7

The martyr's death is a 
threshold experience, in which she 
traverses that narrow bridge, the 
razor's edge, between this life and 
the next. This is why, in a rite of 
passage, ini hands are surrounded by 
symbols of birth as well as death.
The passage of martyrdom is not a 
journey of death. It is the one and 
only true path into eternal life.

This critical metaphor of

This way was trodden by the 
dead under the altar, who cry, 
saying: Lord, Almighty God, when 
wilt Thou avenge the blood that 
has been shed? White robes were 
given unto them, and it was said 
to them; Wait yet for a little season, 
until the number of your brethren 
that are yet to be killed for the 
testimony of Jesus, be fulfilled.y

The women of the Martyrs'
Mirror not only repeat this metaphor, 
they add a dimension of their own. 
Women embody this passage 
between death and life in a very
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special way. In many cultures blood 
symbolizes both life and death. For 
males this is external, related to the 
hunt, where the death of an animal 
provides life for the community, or to 
circumcision, where wounding also 
results from an outside action. For 
women this reality is internalized. 
Menstrual blood often represents 
death, because it indicates an absence 
of fetal life, while the blood evident 
in the birth process demonstrates the 
connection between blood and life.

The image of the narrow way 
occupies the center of Janneken 
Munstdorp's testament to her 
newborn daughter. The authorities 
apprehended Janneken in April of 
1573 at Antwerp, along with her 
husband and three other women.
The authorities executed her 
husband in September, but delayed 
the death of the women because of 
Janneken's pregnancy.

Married only six months before 
her arrest, Janneken bore her first 
and only child in a prison cell less 
than a month after her husband's 
execution. The child was a daughter 
and Janneken named the child after 
herself. The four women were 
burned at the stake in October. The 
testament written to her newborn 
daughter stands as Janneken's legacy.

Janneken recalls having "borne 
you under my heart with great sorrow 
for nine months." She notes that, 
having delivered her daughter, now 
she is to be "delivered up to death." 
She worries that her daughter will not 
understand why her parents were so 
cruelly executed, and that she will be 
"ashamed to confess" them "before 
the world." She explains to young 
Janneken that martyrdom "is the way 
which the prophets and the apostles

went, and the narrow way which 
leads into eternal life, for there shall no 
other way be found by which to be 
saved." She reminds her that Jesus 
himself "went before us in this way of 
reproach, and left us an example, that 
we should follow His steps; for, for 
His sake all must be forsaken, father, 
mother, sister, brother, husband, child, 
yea, one's own life."10

In the context of Janneken's 
imprisonment, recent birth 
experience, and impending death, 
the image of the "narrow way" 
evokes deep and complex meanings. 
The delivery of her child stands as a 
shadow of her own delivery to death.

I must now pass through this 
narrow way which the prophets 
and martyrs of Christ passed 
through, and many thousands 
who put off the mortal clothing, 
who died here for Christ, and 
now they wait under the altar till 
their number shall be fulfilled, of 
which number your dear father 
is one. And I am now on the 
point of following him, for I am 
delivered up to death.11

The narrow way that leads to life 
becomes, for the martyr, a birth canal 
through which she must pass in 
order to end one existence and begin 
another.

The God Who Binds
Janneken closes her letter by 

wishing for her daughter "the 
crucified, bleeding, naked, despised, 
rejected and slain Jesus Christ for your 
bridegroom."12 The anticipated "post- 
liminal" state of women martyrs is 
often described in the Martyrs'Mirror

A myth is...
a story that is sacred 

to and shared by a 

group of people.
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One way to
understand 

narratives of 

martyrdom is by 

seeing them as 

stories about a ritual 

process, a rite of 

passage, in which 

the martyr is not 

only transported 

from one place to 

another (earth to 

heaven), hut 

transformed lrom 

one state of being or 

plane ol existence to 

a higher one.

as that of a "bride." Martyr narratives 
consistently maintain the innocence, 
both legal and moral, of those who die 
for their faith. Women martyrs 
contribute an additional element of 
sexual innocence to the paradigm of 
the martyr, befitting their roles as 
brides of Christ.

Eliade writes at length of "the 
god who binds," a sovereign deity 
found in the mythologies of many 
cultures, who, often through magic, 
imprisons mortals. This archetype 
appears in the symbolism of knots, 
ropes, chains and other shackles. 
Eliade emphasizes the binding by 
God as punishment for transgressions, 
but ignores the positive image of a 
god who binds those who follow him 
to himself. It is this metaphor which 
is prominent in martyr narratives, as 
the "bonds of God" stand in stark 
contrast to the bonds endured in this 
world at the hands of evil persons.

In 1595, Aeltgen Baten, an "aged 
woman," and Maeyken Wouters, a 
young woman of about twenty-four 
years of age, were apprehended by 
"trappers" in their home community 
of Sonhoven. The authorities charged 
them with the crime of being 
baptized as adults and they were 
imprisoned for ten weeks. During 
their incarceration, these women 
developed a bond of love and mutual 
support so strong that it was believed 
that Maeyken "would gladly have 
borne in her own body, if it had been 
possible to do so, all the hardships 
which her dear, old sister suffered."13

Maeyken, however, faced 
temptations which her companion 
did not. The bishop's chaplain at one 
point came to the young woman 
with a container of wine, hoping that 
he could overcome her resistance.

ITis subtle persuasiveness proved 
ineffectual, and finally he "got down 
upon his knees, and with folded 
hands begged her to recant and to 
believe the Romish church."
Maeyken remained faithful, and 
"repelled the devil's deceit, so that 
the tempter went away."

Maeyken resisted yet another 
attempt, this by a man from her 
village. Hearing of her impending 
death, "his soul was set on fire, and the 
matter excited his carnal sympathy," 
he went to visit her in prison. Maeyken 
replied to Iris entreaties, "My dear 
friend, would you advise me this, that 
I should forsake God and become a 
child of the devil?" When he pointed 
out that she would then have to die, 
she replied, "I should rather have this 
come to pass with us, than enjoy tire 
light of day." He left the prison in tears.

In a letter written in prison, 
Maeyken emphasized the image of 
bride and bridegroom to show that 
her relationship to Christ went 
beyond even the bond between 
mother and child. She wrote: "My 
dear father and mother, think not 
that my Bridegroom will forsake me; 
think what He has said: 'Though a 
mother should forsake her child, yet 
will I never forsake mine elect, 
whom my heavenly Father has given 
me.' Hence if it is ITis pleasure, I 
shall soon be delivered." She 
implored her parents not to attempt 
to secure her release with "temporal 
wealth," because that would 
"deprive our Bridegroom of His 
honor," by indicating a lack of belief 
"that He will deliver me."14

On the way to the place of 
execution, the women began to sing 
and praise God, but their mouths 
were gagged by their guards. And
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so, "they were thus, as dumb lambs, 
led to the slaughter and death." 
Their escort took them to Meuse 
Bridge and what took place there is 
pieced together from "various 
reports circulating among the 
common people."

When they arrived at the 
place appointed, the executioner 
began to bind them, but they had 
to keep silent, until the executioner 
loosed the cloth that was before 
their mouths, and tied it over their 
eyes. Then Aeltgen first said: "O 
Lord, this is a beautiful city 
indeed; would that it repented 
with Nineveh"; and commending 
herself to God, the executioner 
forthwith cast her from the bridge 
down into the water and she was 
instantly drowned.15

The executioner then also 
released Maeyken's mouth, and she 
requested that he allow her to pray 
to God. The executioner replied that 
it would be better if she were to pray 
to the lords the magistrates, and 
believe in the Church of Rome, 
because that would save her life. 
Maeyken responded that she had 
never done anything wrong to the 
magistrates and therefore did not 
need to worship them. The 
executioner cast her down from the 
bridge immediately. However, "she 
did not sink instantly as Aeltgen, but 
with blooming cheeks she drifted 
upon the water for a long time, until, 
it is said, she had reached the lower 
side of the city."1” This image of 
Maeyken, as she is carried on the 
flowing river, provides a powerful 
reminder of the inextricable link 
between death and birth. The river is

her grave, but it stands, more 
powerfully, as the symbol of her 
final birth passage.

The Cosmic Tree or Pillar 
of the World

One of the most prominent 
paradigms in the world's mythologies

is the "Cosmic Tree" or "Pillar of the 
World." This paradigm is part of a 
widespread symbolism of the center. 
The Cosmic Tree stands at the center 
of the universe, connecting three 
cosmic regions, heaven, earth, and the 
underworld. When this tree or pillar 
exists at the center, communication 
between heaven and earth becomes 
possible. A person may even travel 
from one realm to another, as in the 
case of Jacob's dream at Bethel, where 
he observed beings walking up and 
down a ladder stretched between 
earth and heaven.

For Christians the cross 
represents the Cosmic Tree planted 
on Golgotha, at the center of the

Maeyken 
Wens’ sons

search for 

tongue screw, 

Antwerp, 1573
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world. It was here, according to the 
foundation myth of Christianity, that 
Christ decisively breached the 
barrier between heaven and earth, 
clearly indicated by the parting of 
the veil guarding the holy of holies 
in the temple. Considering the close 
association of the martyrs with 
Christ, it is not surprising that

Anneken van 
den Hove,
Brussels, 1597

images of the Cosmic Tree and Pillar 
of the World appear in illustrations 
of their sufferings and deaths.

Ursel van Essen was apprehended 
in Maestricht at about one o'clock on a 
morning in 1569 or early 1570. Her 
captors recognized a quality in Ursel 
which caused them to single her out, 
for "though weak, according to the 
flesh," she "was not the most timid."17 
After Ursel had suffered the rack 
twice, her tormentors tied her hands 
together, drew her up, cut open her 
chemise with a knife baring her back, 
and beat her with rods. This procedure 
was repeated once more that same 
day.1* Ursel's courage and endurance 
amazed those who knew her, for she

had a reputation for being "tender of 
body." Friends recalled that, before her 
imprisonment, she had to wear her 
stockings inside out, because she 
could not bear the seams against her 
skin.

In this illustration, we see Ursel 
suspended, her feet well off the floor, 
her dress torn open at the back ready 
to receive the blows from her 
tormentor. One is struck with how 
small and frail her body appears, 
aligned as it is with the massive 
pillar which not only holds her body 
but supports the roof of the torture 
chamber. The pillar, nearly at one 
with her body, stands in contrast to 
the steeples of the cathedrals and 
churches clearly visible through the 
doorway.

Betrayed by her neighbor at 
Amsterdam in 1571, Anneken 
Heyndricks suffered an unusual 
death. Her executioners lashed her 
to a ladder before casting her into 
the fire. The artist catches her as she 
is being lifted on the way to landing 
face down in the flames. Anneken 
looks toward heaven with her hands 
clasped in an attitude of prayer. 
Immediately behind her looms a 
large church tower.

Maeyken Wens left behind 
several children, two of whom 
attended her execution. The 
authorities ordered that the mouths 
of the women be "screwed shut," as 
part of their sentence. The eldest son 
of Maeyken Wens, fifteen-year-old 
Adriaen, stood holding his youngest 
brother Hans, only three years old, 
on a bench not far from the stakes 
erected, in order to watch his 
mother's execution. When they 
brought his mother out and tied her 
to the stake, Adriaen fainted, and
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only after the execution did he regain 
consciousness. He immediately went to the place 
where his mother had been burnt, and hunted in 
the ashes for the screw with which her tongue had 
been screwed fast.

It is this poignant image, Adriaen searching 
through the ashes while his young brother 
innocently looks on, that we find in Martyrs'
Mirror. For a moment, however, let us ignore the 
boys. To the right of the boys stand the charred 
remains of the stakes to which the martyrs were 
bound. Chains and manacles still hanging from 
them, they point skyward, in opposition to steeples 
adorned with crosses on the left side of the picture.

Anneken van den Hove, a servant girl 
apprehended at Brussels in the winter of 1594 
through the betrayal of a local pastor, remained 
imprisoned for two years and seven months, until 
July 9,1597. At that time, Jesuits first offered her 
freedom if she would recant, and then offered her 
six more months to consider whether she would 
abandon her heretical beliefs. She refused both 
proposals, saying that "she desired neither day 
nor time,...for she longed to get to the place where 
she might offer up unto the Lord a sacrifice 
acceptable unto Him."19

The Justice of the court and some Jesuits 
accompanied Anneken to a place one-half mile from 
the city of Brussels, where a "pit or grave" was dug. 
She "fearlessly undressed herself" and was placed 
into the pit. After her lower limbs had been covered 
with dirt, the Jesuits asked her if she would recant. 
She refused, explaining that she was glad that the 
time of her departure was so near at hand.

They continued to throw earth into the hole 
around Anneken's body until she was buried up 
to her neck. They begged, threatened, and 
promised in the hope that she would give in and 
renounce her faith. In the face of her defiance, they 
covered her head. They then stamped their feet on 
the earth, in order that she would die sooner. 
Anneken, it is said, so loved Jesus "that she 
followed Him not only to the marriage at Cana, 
but also...to the gallows-hill."2"

The church steeples of Brussels appear clearly 
even at a distance of one-half mile. However, here

the martyr offers no pillar, ladder, or stake to 
indicate the connection between heaven and earth. 
We see Anneken's head looking small and 
insignificant in the midst of her accusers. Here the 
tree appears in its beginning stage, as a seed 
planted on Golgotha's hill.

Conclusion
In their identification with these universal 

archetypes, the women of the Martyrs' Mirror 
stand as hierophanies. Peter Brown begins his 
book The Cult of the Saints with: "This book is 
about the joining of Heaven and Earth, and the 
role, in this joining, of dead human beings."21 The 
martyrs whose stories are recorded in the Martyrs' 
Mirror tell us again the age-old story of human 
beings, who because of their remarkable lives and 
deaths, represent a joining of heaven and earth. 
Within their bruised and bleeding bodies we 
witness a meeting of heaven and earth, as the 
sacred, for all too brief an instant, invades the 
realm of the profane.
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The story of Dirk Willems, the 
Dutch Anabaptist martyr of 1569 who 
rescued his pursuer from icy waters, is 
remembered and celebrated outside of 
Anabaptist-Mcnnonite circles. Dirk is 
honored in his home village of Asperen 
zuith a street that bears his name— "Dirk 
Willemszstraat." Dirk's story appears in 
religious martyr books and in secular 
histories of the Dutch struggle for 
independence from Spain. The church 
tower where Dirk was imprisoned before 
his death is still standing in Asperen 
and may be visited by tourists.

In 1979 a fictionalized biography of 
Dirk Willems written by C. van Rijswijk 
was published, Iiij gaf Zijn leven [He 
Gave His Life]. In 1993 the same book 
was reprinted with a new title, De 
vrijheid tegemoet [Encountering 
Freedom], by Boekhandel van 
Wijngaarden in Barneveld. This 
translated excerpt comes from the final 
pages of that book, 43-54. It begins with 
Dirk in prison before his escape.

C. van Rijswijk is a teacher and 
school director in Barneveld, a town on 
the Veluwe, an area of sands and forests 
in the mid-east of the Netherlands. He 
has written many stories on biblical 
themes for children.

Each retelling of the story has its 
own view of Dirk's motives for rescuing 
his enemy. John Lothrop Motley, a 
nineteenth century historian, wrote in 
The Rise of the Dutch Republic (1S5S, 
vol. 2, p. 242) that Dirk zuas 
"instinctively obeying the dictates of a 
generous nature." Van Rijswijk writes 
from a Reformed Church perspective, and

emphasizes Dirk's biblical and spiritual 
motives. Mennonite readers who are 
familiar with the account in the Martyrs' 
Mirror will note a number of differences 
in detail. In Van Rijszvijk's account, for 
example, Dirk is beheaded rather than 
burned at the stake, and his martyrdom 
strengthens the Reformed, rather than the 
Anabaptist, movement. The book De 
vrijheid tegemoet includes a number of 
illustrations which suggest a context for 
the rescue somewhat different from the 
famous etching by Jan Luykens in the 
Martyrs' Mirror.

This translation was a collaborative 
effort. William Keeney, retired college 
teacher and administrator of Bluffton, 
Ohio, did the original translation;
Joanne Juhnke, reference librarian at St. 
Mary's College in Maryland, cast the 
text into idiomatic English. The 
translation is printed with the 
permission of the author and publisher.

Encountering Freedom
Dirk Willems paced to and fro in 

his cold cell. This breaking night 
might be his last. Any day the court 
servants might come to fetch him. 
And that would be the end of him.

Suddenly Dirk Willems stood 
still. Through the bars of the small 
window he saw the twinkling stars. 
A frigid breeze blew in at him. Yes, 
there would surely be a hard freeze 
tonight. Would the moat be frozen 
too? Would the ice already be strong 
enough to hold his weight? Could he 
possibly escape?
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Dirk Willems frightened himself. How had he 
suddenly started thinking along those lines? Hadn't 
the Lord been a wonderful comfort to him? Hadn't 
the Lord already taken away his fear of death?
Then why was he still thinking of escaping?

Dirk Willems fought a hard fight. Then he 
thought about the saints of the Bible: Abraham, 
Jacob, David, Saul of Tarsus, and many others.
Each of them had fled from their captors when 
they got the chance. Dirk Willems saw clearly that 
fleeing from the enemy was biblical.

You don't have to offer yourself up to a wicked 
enemy, like a helpless lamb. With that thought Dirk 
Willems ran to the barred window. He tugged on 
the bars and discovered that they were a little bit 
loose. With some effort he managed to pull several 
of the bars free from the window. A stone from the 
wall fell on the floor at his feet. He leaned over, 
picked up the stone and threw it out of the window 
as carefully as possible. A dull thud told Dirk 
Willems that the heavy stone had not broken 
through the ice. So the ice must be fairly thick 
already.

That confirmed his plan. He would try to 
cross the ice and escape to safety. The thought 
flashed through his mind, "Soon I'll see my wife 
and children again.. . ."

Quietly Dirk Willems took off his outer clothes 
and tied them into a makeshift rope. He tied one 
end tightly to a bar that held firm. Then the great 
challenge began. With some difficulty he worked 
his way though the small window. Now he had to 
watch what he was doing. He took a firm hold on 
the cloth rope. If it broke, he was done for; or if the 
ice would not hold him, he could drown or the 
guard would hear him. Extreme caution was 
crucial. Soon he dangled outside the window. The 
cloth rope creaked ominously. Below him shone 
the ice. Carefully, hand over hand down the rope, 
with his legs seeking support on the wall's uneven 
surface while his knees scraped along the rough 
stones, Dirk Willems approached the ice.

In spite of the biting wind his forehead was 
beaded with sweat, not only from the exertion but 
from the terrible tension of the moment. Hoping, 
fearing, praying, he went on. At last he felt the
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surface of the ice with his toes. Now it was time 
for the real test.

If the ice would not hold him, he would have 
to try to climb back up again. Would he have the 
strength left to do it? Carefully he put one foot on 
the ice, and then the other. Then he tried to stand, 
still holding the rope firmly. You can never know!

It succeeded. The ice could carry him. From the 
depths of his heart, he offered a prayer of thanks to 
the Lord. Then with a calm heart, he dared to let go 
of the rope. Step by step, standing quietly now and 
then to listen, Dirk Willems moved across the mirror- 
slick ice. His only fear now was the guard. Now he 
had to be more careful than ever, because of the 
bright moon. Fortunately he could see the outline of 
the shore up ahead. Just a few more steps and he 
would be there. The greatest danger was over.. . .

"Hey there, stop! Stop, I said!" Dirk Willems 
froze for an instant at the guard's cry.

But only for a moment. Then he sprang forward, 
raced to the shore, disappeared through the bushes 
and began to run as fast as he could. The guard 
wouldn't be able to catch him now, unless things 
went very wrong. But the guard could not simply let 
Inis prisoner get away. If the guard allowed the 
heretic to escape, it could cost him Inis life. Look out, 
now. With a musket in Inis hand, the young soldier 
began to run. Good tiling the moon was so bright. 
After all, if the ice could hold such a damnable 
heretic, it would certainly carry an ardent disciple of 
the holy Roman church!

Thump! The agile soldier sprang onto the ice 
and hurried after the fugitive. Faster and faster he 
ran, with longer strides, his steps rumbling faster 
and heavier on the ice.

One thing drove him on; he had to catch that 
heretic, dead or alive. See, those were the bushes 
through which the heretic had disappeared. And 
behind the bushes lay a large open field. One musket 
shot would do it. No, there would be no escape.. . .

Then it happened. The ice broke with a 
terrifying crack. A cry, a scream, and the soldier 
floundered in the icy water. A weak spot in the ice 
had collapsed beneath his heavy footfall. The 
guard sank to the chin in stone-cold water. With 
all his strength he tried to climb out. But the ice
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broke again and again. Only with great effort 
could he keep his head above water. He wouldn't 
be able to hold out for long.

The water saturated his clothes. An invisible 
hand seemed to drag the poor man down. He felt 
the strength leaving his hands. Not surprising: the 
temperature was well below freezing. The poor 
soldier seemed to have no choice but to die a 
miserable death.

But he did not want to die. An awful fear 
overwhelmed him. In terror he screamed at the 
top of his lungs, "Help . . .  help, I'm drowning! . . .  
Help!"

But his frightened cry was lost in the silence of 
the cold night. The other soldiers lay in the warm 
straw, asleep like oxen. Again his cry for help rang 
out. Again it was the cry of a desperate man.

"Come . . .  help . . .  drowning...!!"  The sounds 
were raw and futile. The solders did not wake up. 
And the villagers had gone to bed long before. It 
was winter and very cold. Who would be on the 
streets on a night like this? At best, the pastor on the 
way to visit someone seriously ill. But not even the 
pastor was to be seen. Only a few wild geese 
disturbed the stillness.

The unfortunate guard knew all too well that 
he was doomed. Once more he cried out. He 
screamed like a desperate animal. But no one 
heard him. No one?

Dirk Willems ran for his life. He had already left 
the bushes far behind. Now and then he looked 
around to see whether the guard was following. He 
did not see a thing. No, he saw nothing, b u t. . .  
what did he hear? He stood still for a moment. Yes, 
now he heard it again. It was a cry for help. And 
suddenly Dirk Willems knew exactly what had 
happened: the guard, his enemy, had fallen through 
the ice. Now he could slow down a bit; the danger 
had decreased. Again he heard the terrified cry of 
his enemy. What a miracle: he was safe, and the 
soldier would drown if no one came to help. And 
who would hear the guard? Well, you never know. 
What if Inis comrades rush to help him, and then all 
of them take up the chase!

Look, he's still dawdling. He should be running, 
as fast as he can__

But Dirk Willems felt as if his legs were made 
of lead. He couldn't go any farther. His enemy's cry 
for help would not let him go. Behind him the 
guard was fighting for his life. He would drown 
soon, deep in the icy water. At least, he'd drown if 
no help arrived.. . .  "Love your enemies, bless them 
who curse you," it said in God's word. Yes, Dirk 
Willems thought about it. He knew well what was 
in the Bible. And he also knew that this was the 
Christmas season, the celebration of the advent of 
the Lord Jesus. He, the Lord of Glory, came to this 
accursed world to make friends of those who were 
enemies. Oh, Dirk Willems shivered with joy as he 
thought about that miracle: come to reconcile 
enemies with God. Come also for him. Crown and 
throne left behind, to walk this accursed earth. For 
him, a wretch, who abandoned the Lord wilfully. 
For him, who had despised both God and neighbor.

Then scenes from the life of tire Lord Jesus 
flashed through Dirk Willems' mind. How He was 
burdened, mocked, and taunted! And finally He was 
hanged upon the cross. He who traveled through the 
land doing good: the blind given sight, the deaf 
hearing, and the godless given a new heart. Yes, Dirk 
Willems knew it well. It was Inis solemn duty to 
rescue Inis enemy from death. How frightful it would 
be for the guard to die unreconciled. Our God is a 
consuming fire and an eternal flame. All this Dirk 
Willems knew, and yet. . . .

It was a great struggle. How he longed for his 
wife and children! If he continued to run, he 
would be with them soon. What a surprising and 
happy reunion it would be! Did he really have to 
trouble himself about the soldier, such a zealous 
follower of the Roman church that was murdering 
God's holy ones?

"Whoever loves father or mother, brother or 
sister, wife or child more than me is not worthy to 
be mine." These words pierced his heart like an 
arrow. Christ's will is that we love the enemy. 
What had his Master not done for him? Shouldn't 
he follow in his precious Master's footsteps?

Then he made his decision. Wife and children 
were forgotten. The Lord's commandment won 
the day. Out of love for the Master, the battle was 
won.
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Look, Dirk Willems hurried back over the 
field. He ran as hard as he could. Someone was in 
need, in desperate need. An enemy was about to 
drown! And he, Dirk Willems, would try to rescue 
him. For the sake of Christ.. . .

"Calm down, help is coming; I'm coming to 
rescue you," cried Dirk Willems to the desperately 
floundering guard. The guard was in a precarious 
position. He could barely hold his head and arms 
above water. Any second he might sink into the 
cold depths. He had no feeling left in his arms. 
And he could hardly cry out any more.

He rejoiced when he saw someone coming. But 
when he recognized his rescuer, he shrank back in 
disgust. What? Must he be helped by a heretic? 
Must an enemy of the holy mother church rescue 
him from this crisis? Where were his own friends? 
Shouldn't he refuse the help that the heretic was 
offering? But then he would drown for sure! 
Meanwhile, Dirk Willems had laid a couple of long 
thick branches onto the ice. Cautiously he crept 
toward the soldier. Soon lie found himself right in 
front of the guard. Dirk Willems looked at him. 
Then he felt an awful premonition. What a hostile 
look the guard was giving him. The look in his 
eyes meant no good. Why didn't the guard speak 
to him? Was he somehow unhappy to be rescued? 
Wasn't Dirk Willems putting his own life in 
danger? If the ice gave way now, they would both 
die.

Why did the guard glare so hatefully at his 
rescuer?

Still, Dirk Willems did not even consider 
leaving him to die. It was his duty to help. He was 
still completely convinced, in spite of everything.

With a strong grip, Dirk Willems took hold of 
one of the drowning man's arms. Then the heavy 
difficult work began. Backing up over the thick 
branches, on Inis belly, he tried to bring the guard 
onto the ice. It didn't go smoothly. The water had 
made the soldier as heavy as lead. Still, he made 
some progress. Fifteen minutes later, he had 
managed to pull the guard's upper body onto the 
branches. Then he worked on getting the rest of his 
body onto the ice. Finally, at long last, he succeeded. 
Carefully, with the ice cracking ominously beneath

them, the two men crept over the branches to the 
shore.

"Thank God that you're safe, soldier!" was the 
first thing Dirk Willems said when they both stood 
on the frozen grass.

"Heretic," sneered the guard, and before Dirk 
Willems knew it, the guard who had been rescued 
from deathly danger grabbed him firmly with his 
left hand while drawing a short sword with his right. 
Then the ungrateful soldier bellowed at his 
dismayed rescuer, "You scum, you almost made me 
drown! It's your fault that I was sinking in the cold 
moat. Now, move! — back to tire prison. . .  don't try 
to escape, or I'll run you through . . .  get moving, 
heretic!"

Dirk Willems moved on. No, he hadn't 
expected this. Only now did he realize how deep 
the hatred ran. Still, he did not regret rescuing the 
guard. Didn't he do it for the sake of Christ? It 
didn't hurt him that he was being driven back to 
prison, with the point of a sword at his neck. It 
hurt him even less that the guard sneered. In his 
heart he was at peace with a quiet calm. Was not 
his Master also treated thus? Didn't He also give 
His life for His enemies?

Through his faith, Dirk Willems could see the 
supreme Leader and Fulfiller of the faith, who 
endured the cross, thinking nothing of its shame.

The other soldiers of the guard gave them a 
funny look, when the half-dressed heretic was 
shoved through the door by their dripping-wet 
comrade.

"What happened to you, Gerbrand?" they 
laughed.

"What happened to me?" retorted the 
scoundrel. "Oh, I'll tell you, all right. But first get 
this heretic back into his cell."

Dirk Willems was shoved roughly into the 
prison. Several soldiers fixed the bars on the 
window. Escape was now entirely impossible. 
Indeed, Dirk Willems didn't feel like escaping any 
more. Dead tired, he fell into his meager clothing 
and onto his small pile of straw. It was bitter cold.

Fie shook all over. Seldom had he felt so tired 
and exhausted. But Dirk Willems knew one thing 
for sure. The struggle would not last much longer.
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Nineteen days of oppression were already past.
His tiredness forgotten and filled with joy he 
began:

My Lord mid God, since You are there,
How could another god compare?
There is no other, great or small,
You alone are Lord of all.
And even though I faint at length,
Though my heart loses all its strength,
In You, Lord, is my comfort complete,
My inheritance, fortress, safe retreat.

The Lord was his God, now and forever. The 
cold prison became his entrance gate to heaven. 
Lying in that musty place, Dirk Willems was high 
above the clouds in spirit. "How great and good 
you are, Lord," he whispered softly. Then he fell 
asleep quickly. The bitter cold did not seem to 
touch him.

A rat ran across his body and helped himself 
to the bread crust that was intended for the 
prisoner. The creature finished off the last crumb. 
Toward morning, voices sounded. Gates creaked 
open. Loud laughter and rough jokes rang out. 
Dirk Willems did not hear any of it. He slept the 
sleep of the righteous.

Only as the door of his prison clattered open 
with a loud bang did he awaken.

The rays of the red sun shone through the 
bars. It was no longer very early. The new day had 
begun several hours ago.

A gruff voice informed Dirk Willems that he 
must come along. Today his punishment would be 
carried out, far from the prison. For the last time 
Dirk cast his eyes around his humble cell. He 
would now leave this room forever. As he stepped 
in front of the armed soldier into the dark hall, he 
murmured, "This was a house of God for me, a 
gate of heaven."

Later that afternoon Dirk Willems was 
beheaded. They were afraid that the heretic would 
try to escape again, and so they made short work 
of him. His death was indeed an entrance into 
undisturbed salvation.

The brave guard was praised extravagantly.

His life was spared for his good work. The heretic 
had not escaped, and the holy Roman church had 
the guard to thank.

No one countered the praises that the guard 
received. Not one word of contradiction was said 
about the noble deed of Dirk Willems. The Roman 
clergymen had kept silent about this on purpose. 
On purpose, because after the execution, the soldier 
had told some of the clergymen what had really 
happened. Did an uneasy conscience make him 
tell? But they brushed it off casually. "If he had not 
tried to escape, you wouldn't have nearly 
drowned," the clergymen spoke on his behalf. With 
that, the affair was dismissed.

But slowly the story of the noble deed of Dirk 
Willems leaked out. Friends and enemies were 
deeply touched by this simple act of human love. 
And for many this became an eternal blessing. Many 
from Dirk's village publicly chose the Reform, which 
served as a comfort and support for the deeply 
grieving widow and her children, to the disgust of 
the pastor and his followers.

Soon, in the Day of Days, Dirk Willems will 
receive the crown of righteousness in full measure. 
And not only him, but all who have believed in the 
coming of the Lord Jesus.
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familiar with the illustrations from the 
1685 edition of Thieleman Jansz van 
Braght's Martyrs' Mirror. By the Dutch 
Mennonite artist Jan Luyken (1649- 
1712), a poet and prolific print-maker, 
the 104 Martyrs' Mirror etchings are just 
a fraction of the more than 3,000 prints 
that he produced during his career.
Less familiar are four additional 
Luyken etchings of Anabaptist martyrs 
that appear in a monumental book on 
the city of Amsterdam by Casparus 
Commelin.1 While the scenes do not 
differ much from the well-known 
Martyrs' Mirror prints, their setting—a 
general work on Amsterdam, as 
opposed to a Mennonite 
martyrology—merits some attention.

Beschryvinge van Amsterdam...  
[Description of Amsterdam], first 
published in 1693, is a large two- 
volume work celebrating the city's 
history and geography. Besides the

historical accounts, Commelin details 
the workings of the city' government 
and describes all of the important 
buildings and institutions of the city, 
such as orphanages and churches 
(including three Mennonite churches).- 
The book is illustrated with many 
etchings of buildings, cityscapes, maps 
and historical scenes. Most of the 
prints were not signed, but apparently 
several illustrators were commissioned 
for the project. Eleven of the prints 
have been attributed to Jan Luyken, 
including the four Anabaptist martyr 
scenes reproduced here/

Luyken's martyr etchings 
illustrate the stories of several 
Anabaptists who were executed on 
the main city square in Amsterdam, 
called the Dam. The inclusion of these 
stories in such a work attests to the 
prominent place that Anabaptism still 
played in the city's history in the late 
seventeenth century. Especially 
remarkable is that Commelin portrays 
these martyrs more as general victims 
of the abuse suffered by the Roman 
Catholic city authorities and Spanish 
imperial rule than as dangerous 
Anabaptist heretics. This is in stark 
contrast to the treatment of the other 
Anabaptists in the book.

The first two pictures come near 
the end of a twenty-page section that 
deals with the history of the 
Anabaptist movement in Amsterdam 
from a secular perspective.4 Thus of 
interest is the persecution of 
Anabaptists and the radical 
manifestations of the movement, 
culminating in the 1535 violent 
takeover of the city hall by a minority
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of Anabaptists. These revolutionaries 
were influenced by events at Münster, 
where Anabaptists had set up their 
own kingdom. In Amsterdam, success 
lasted only one night. The immediate 
effect of the failed coup was to initiate 
a new round of persecution. One of 
Luyken's prints illustrates the torture 
of Jan or Jacob van Campen, an 
Anabaptist leader from Amsterdam 
who was not directly involved in the 
uprising but blamed nevertheless.5 
These Anabaptists were clearly a 
threat to the city's stability.

Commelin then went on to 
describe the continuing persecution 
of Anabaptists or, as he explained, 
doopsgczincfen (baptism-minded), 
suggesting that he was aware that 
most remaining Anabaptists by the 
late 1540s were peaceful followers of 
Menno Simons rather than 
dangerous revolutionaries. He cited 
the Martyrs' Mirror as his authority 
on terminology, which further 
suggests that he used Van Braght as 
a source for his martyr stories.'’ The 
close parallels of the accounts in 
both texts provide further evidence 
for this probability.

This on-going persecution is the 
context for the first two prints. 
Commelin's description 
accompanying the illustration of the 
two men burned on ladders does not 
give many details. In 1546, Dirk 
Pietersz Smuel and Jacob de 
Geldersman, both from Edam, were 
arrested and jailed in Amsterdam, 
then tried and sentenced to death in 
the Hague. They were brought back to 
Amsterdam, tied on to ladders and 
burned on the Dam.7 The Martyrs' 
Mirror account is not much more 
detailed but includes the interrogation 
of Smuel, as well as a testament and

letter written from prison.8
The second print accompanies the 

story of eight Anabaptists burned 
together in 1549. A group of twenty

Anabaptists were imprisoned in 
Amsterdam. Eleven were able to 
escape from jail but had to leave nine 
of their fellow prisoners behind. Of 
these, one made a conscious choice to 
stay. According to Commelin, " ... a 
certain tailor named Ellert jansz could 
have escaped with the others, by using 
a rope to slide down from a window, 
but he did not want to. T am now so 
peacefully resigned,' he said, 'to offer 
up a sacrifice, and I now feel so 
blissful that I do not need to live 
longer to become any better.'" Thus on 
March 20,1549, he was burned along 
with five other men and two women 
(the third woman was spared because 
she was pregnant). As Ellert Jansz was 
dying, he cried, "I have never lived a 
happier day.''" While the account in 
Commelin portrays these martyrs as 
committed and faithful to the end. Van 
Braght, in keeping with the purpose of

Ellert Jansz and 

seven other 

Anabaptists, 1549
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a martyrology, elaborated on the 
significance of Ellert's witness. A 
cousin of Ellert, Jan Jansz, was so 
moved by this martyr's final 
testimony that he became an 
Anabaptist soon afterwards.1“ That 
Commelin then went on to chronicle 
the shift of power from Hapsburg 
emperor Charles V to his son Philip II

Pieter Pietersz 

Bekje, Anabaptist 

meeting on a boat

puts even these Mennonite martyrs 
into the broader context of Protestant 
persecution, as opposed to linking 
them with the revolutionary 
Anabaptists. In 1555, Philip intensified 
persecution and brought in the 
Inquisition to help with the process.

The stories accompanying the 
second set of Luyken martyr prints 
even more clearly portray Mennonites 
as part of the larger history of the 
city's struggle against Roman 
Catholicism and Spanish tyranny. In 
1566, parts of the Netherlands began 
to revolt against Spanish rule. 
Calvinists, still a small minority of the 
Dutch population, were the driving 
force behind the revolt. The

authorities of Amsterdam continued 
to support Spain until 1578, when the 
Protestants succeeded in taking over 
the city. Commelin names various 
Lutherans and Reformed (Calvinists) 
who were imprisoned, tortured and 
executed under the increasingly 
heavy yoke of persecution in the late 
1560s." This is the context for the 
stories of Pieter Pietersz Bekje and 
Willem Jansz from 1569. It is 
remarkable that Commelin does not 
overtly refer to them as Mennonites:

The terrible theater of 
murder had no rest in the City; 
indeed, it was at its hottest stage, 
so that those who were in hiding 
from the Roman church 
sometimes, in order to edify one 
another, rowed outside of the 
city in a boat. For this purpose 
Pieter Pietersz. Bekje, a boatman, 
yet with no little knowledge of 
Scripture, willingly let himself 
be used. Indeed, he even edified 
and comforted his passengers 
with the word of God. For this 
he was finally arrested by the 
law, gruesomely tortured, and, 
on February 29,1569, burned 
alive on the Dam.12

Only in the official sentence, 
which Commelin quoted in its 
entirety, was mention made of the 
fact that Bekje was Mennonite.

The story continued. A fellow 
believer, Willem Jansz from 
Waterland (an area just north of 
Amsterdam), heard about Bekje's 
execution date and hastened to 
Amsterdam. He arrived so late that 
the city had already been closed off 
for the execution, and he had to 
bribe his way through the gate.
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Willem arrived at the Dam just in 
time to see Bekje being readied at the 
stake. He .. stood on the steps of 
the weighing house and called to 
him (so overcome was he with the 
zeal to encourage his brother in the 
faith), 'Brother, struggle piously!'" 
When the wrong man was 
apprehended for this bold show of 
support, Willem came forward and 
identified himself. This confession 
earned him arrest, interrogation, two 
rounds of torture, and, on March 12, 
1569, execution by burning along 
with three other Anabaptists.13 
Commelin also described the 
martyrdom of several other 
Mennonites before moving on to 
political and military events.

Commelin's treatment of the 
Anabaptist-Mennonite martyrs as 
part of Amsterdam's struggle against 
Spain and the Catholic church is 
suggestive of the respectable 
position of the Dutch Mennonites by 
the late seventeenth century. While it 
is safe to assume that most, if not all, 
Mennonites supported the Dutch 
revolt (some contributed large sums 
of money to William of Orange), 
once the Calvinists gained power, 
they did not see the Mennonites as 
allies, but as threats to the Reformed 
establishment. Mennonites were 
officially barred from holding public 
office or studying theology at the 
Reformed universities. It is unlikely 
that in the late sixteenth century or 
early seventeenth century,
Mennonite martyrs would have been 
viewed as civic martyrs in the 
struggle for a Protestant city. By 
1693, apparently, things had 
changed. Besides receiving more 
extensive textual treatment. 
Anabaptists are the only individual

martyrs pictured in the book. 
Whether or not Luyken had artistic 
license to choose which scenes to 
depict, his etchings draw attention to 
the Mennonite martyrs in this 
general history of Amsterdam.
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938,944,945, 1028, 1029 and 1072.

4. Commelin, 926-46.
5. Commelin, 938.
6. Commelin, 939.
7. Commelin, 944.
8. Tfliielemanl Jfansz] V[an] Braght, Het 

Bloedig Tooneel, of Martelaers Spiegel.
. .  (Amsterdam: J. vander Deyster et al,
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Singing at 
the Fire

S h i r I e y 

S p r u n g e r K i n g

S a r a h  K l a s s e n

B r e n t  W e a v e r

.uciiences at six Mennonite 
colleges in North America witnessed a 
unique artistic production this spring in 
the 22nd annual C. Henry Smith Peace 
Lectureship. Singing at the Fire 
consists of three musical compositions 
for organ by Brent Weaver, professor of 
composition and music theory at 
Clayton State College near Atlanta, 
Georgia. Weaver's compositions were 
based on poems by Sarah Klassen, a 
Canadian Mennonite poet who is 
currently teaching English in Lithuania. 
The presentation was designed, 
commissioned, and performed by the 
1997 C. Henry Smith Peace Lecturer, 
Shirley Sprunger King, professor of 
music and organist at Bethel College.

One does not have to look very 
far to find evidence of Anabaptists 
writing hymns and singing in 
prison. Often these hymns had 
additional details added to them 
after the writer was killed, the hymn 
text thus becoming another source of 
information about their martyrdom.

Many of the accounts of the hymn
singing indicate that the prisoners 
sang to cheer each other, to 
evangelize, and to pray for personal 
courage and steadfastness in the face 
of persecution, torture and death.

Stories of the early martyrs 
recorded in van Braght's Martyrs 
Mirror of the Defenseless Christians have 
reached a broad audience in recent 
years through the traveling exhibit 
and book. Mirror of the Marh/rs by John 
S. Oyer and Robert S. Kreiden Poets 
like Sarah Klassen have been moved 
to write responses to some of the 
pictures and stories, providing a new 
means for sharing these important and 
moving stories for modern audiences.

When I became acquainted with 
Sarah's poetry, I was impressed with 
the many references to images of 
sound, particularly to song and 
singing. I became intrigued with the 
possibilities of pushing these poems 
further—to use them as inspiration, 
or a point of departure for music, 
specifically solo organ music.

Organ
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My interest as a twentieth- 
century Anabaptist musician, whose 
voice is non-textual, was to 
reintroduce these stories in new 
ways, to explore how the combining 
of multiple art-forms could provide 
a unique and powerful voice for 
these stories. My intent was not to 
achieve the precision of a mirror or 
good translation, but something 
more like a paraphrase for our 
time—to convey to a contemporary 
audience these earlier events. I 
wondered if this distinctive 
combination of contemporary voices 
(poet, composer and performer) 
might serve to inspire and 
strengthen us as we seek to share our 
own "good witness" in today's 
world.

In Philosophy in a New Key, 
Susanne Langer writes: "Music is 
revealing, where words are 
obscuring, because it can have not 
only a content, but a transient play 
of contents. It can articulate feelings 
without becoming wedded to them." 
(243-44) The challenge to compose 
descriptive organ music was offered 
as a commission to IT. Brent Weaver, 
who seemed fascinated with the 
project. I selected three of Sarah's 
poems to form the basis of an organ 
work, much in the style of Ned 
Rorem's A Quaker Reader, a collection 
of eleven solo organ works, inspired 
by writings of Quaker leaders.

In The Spiritual hi Art, Kandinsky 
writes, "The sound of color is so 
definite that it would be hard to find 
anyone who would express bright 
yellow with bass notes, or dark lake 
with the treble" (45). As an organist,
I am constantly searching for the 
most appropriate colors or timbres to 
interpret and communicate the

musical notation and ideas of the 
composer. What are the colors of 
screams, or terrified singing, or 
pompous doctors of theology? One 
of the particular pleasures I 
experience as an organist is the 
challenge of bringing music to life on 
different instruments, each with 
their own personality and 
limitations.

I believe the unique 
ways each artist "tells" 
these stories of early 
Anabaptist martyrs 
bring new insights for 
today's audience. The 
combining of these art 
forms—van Braght's 
Martyrs Mirror, Jan 
Luyken's etchings,
Sarah Klassen's poetry,
Brent Weaver's 
compositions and the 
performance of these 
organ works —allows 
us to experience the 
martyr stories anew, on 
many levels.

Shirley Spntnger King
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Visual art
frequently invokes in 

me the desire to 

write, maybe 

because it presents 

me with ready-made 

images.

These three poems are part of a 
cycle of twenty poems about 
Mennonite martyrs. I've titled them 
"Singing at the Fire." Most of them 
have appeared in various Canadian 
publications.

About three years ago I was 
reading in Mirror of the Martyrs 
(1990) edited by Robert Kreider and 
John Oyer after the recovery of the 
only remaining copper plates 
prepared by Jan Luyken for the 
second edition of Martyrs Mirror. I 
was fascinated both by the stark, 
simply-told experiences of the 
martyrs and by the (mis)adventures 
of the copper plates. But my 
strongest response was to the 
illustrations, reproductions of Jan 
Luyken's engravings. The artist 
visualized every cruel detail and 
made no effort to soften the 
suffering. Visual art frequently 
invokes in me the desire to write, 
maybe because it presents me with 
ready-made images. I studied 
Luyken's renditions: the woman 
suspended by her slender wrists; a 
condemned woman offering her 
baby to anyone who would care for 
it; the woman who was present only 
in the ashes through which her older 
son searched for the tongue screw 
while the younger orphan looked on; 
two women with mock crowns of 
straw on their wa}' to death.

These images raised the obvious 
questions about the darkness of the 
human heart and about whether I 
could endure torture and death for 
my faith. Were all these deaths 
necessary? Did God really require 
them? Since life is sacred, wouldn't it 
have been better to compromise a 
little and live? Did this wide-spread 
persecution awaken some kind of

mass hysteria resulting in an 
explosion of death wishes?

My original resolve was to write 
poems about the women martyrs 
only, but I didn't stay with that. I 
turned to the larger Martyrs Mirror 
(in which I'd read very little so far) 
and was struck by the victims' desire 
to leave "a good witness." This 
"good witness" was often 
accomplished through words: 
conversation with interrogators and 
jailers, letters home. But most 
poignant for me was the "good 
witness" expressed (faithfully? 
stubbornly?) in song with the flames 
already dancing around the victim's 
feet.

When I heard that the exhibition 
of the Luyken plates would be 
coming to Winnipeg, I had already 
written most of the poems, and was 
probably as well prepared as anyone 
in Winnipeg to view the exhibition. I 
remember seeing the old, worn letter 
written by Maeyken Wens before her 
death by fire—it had provided the 
beginning for one of my poems. "My 
God!" I thought. "There it is, her 
letter!" And for a moment I really 
thought it was the original, and not 
just a very good replica.

It's hard to know when a cycle is 
finished. This past winter I wrote 
one more poem for the series; I think 
it's the last.

"Singing at the fire" was first 
published in The Fidcilehead, winter 
1994. "Cost of execution" has been 
accepted for publication in Descant. 
"Praise God" was first published in 
The Fiddlehead, winter 1995.

Sarah Klassen

M e n n o n i t e  L i f e



S n r n h  K l a s s e n , B r e n t  W e a v e  r 2 5

Singing at the fire

The song's impossible to sing 
without hands becoming fists, 
without the stone weight of pain 
stabbing your gut like a sharp star.
Without grace.

Seven martyrs made it up
in solitary cells. Each one composed a prayer
in a meter they must have agreed on. One
cries out in fear, one
begs God for help, another intercedes
fervently for the persecutors, pleads
for the faithful who will live.
One was a woman. Another, a young boy. Picture 
them

singing while the flesh burns, the breath 
lifting a melody, the stubborn tongue 
in the seared mouth shaping the smoke- 
blackened words.

No record's kept of the seven.
No one knows what the heart-wrenched angel writes 
in blood in the lamb's book. No one knows the names 
engraved on white stone: the sacred stone 
those slain seven hold, to whom is given 
the small unflinching light 
of the morning star.

Seven Martyrs 
Schwäbisch Gmünd, 1528

These three pieces arc 
the most frankly pictorial 
music I've ever
composed. The first piece 
is a contrast of the 
screams of souls in pain 
with the song of those 
whom God’s spirit bears 
up in suffering. The 
torturers try harder and 
harder to stop the song, 
but it just keeps coming 
back. Indeed, in the latter 
part of this piece, as the 
torture gets worse, more 
and more voices join in 
the song. At the end, the 
pain is only a distant 
echo as the seven martyrs 
move toward that 'small 
unflinching light of the 
morning star.’

Brent Weaver
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The music of the 
second piece is a kind of 
grotesque caricature of 
those for whom the 
extinguishing of human 
life is a normal, everyday 
business. The music 
lurches along 
mechanically, with 
Geirit's song almost lost 
in the shujfle. The 
movement as a whole is a 
classic rondo with coda; 
the interruptions to this 
routine are for the 
authorities to get their 
fingers in the pic in a short 
fugato, and after Gerrit is 
led to the stake with the 
usual fanfare and pomp, 
for the priests and doctors 
of theology to start the fire 
and bless the murder. But 
again, almost as if in a 
cinematic close-up, the 
focus shifts at the end from 
the flames around the 
stake to the song of'praise 
and confession’ that Gerrit 
sings out with his last 
breath.

Brent Weaver

Cost of execution

Before his death they give Gerrit 
Hazenpoet the best place 
at the table. He refuses wine 
willing to wait for new and better 
wine in heaven.
He's not used to feasting
lavishly, would be amazed if he knew
the inflated cost of execution:

The police of course must be paid 
for making the arrest,
Jan van Venloe for planting the stake,
the escort who takes him to it,
the city fathers for their valuable time.
Can't expect an executioner to work
without pay, without rope, without a jug of wine handy.
Masters are mandated to make sure
the prisoner's rights are upheld
in his desolate cell.

Add wood and straw to fuel the fire.
Add a priest.
Add proper doctors of theology to induce 
Hazenpoet to recant.

His wife faints with grief
and Hazenpoet goes to his death
alone, lifts with his final breath
plain words of a simple hymn, intones
the melody's last cadence,
tasting praise and confession,
tasting vows of love, savouring the last
extravagant
mouthfuls of succulent air.

Gerrit Hazenpoet 
Nijmegen, 1557
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Praise God

Bells toll a sombre invitation 
and the people come.
The woman's shoes have been removed
for death. Doomed,
she's arrayed in a dull red
petticoat. Before the end
she lifts a slender hand
like this
as if in benediction,
pulls from her aching mouth the wooden gag 
meant to keep her mute 
and begins 
bravely
singing her terrified heart out.

Adriantje Jans of Malenaarsgraaf 
Dordrecht, 1572

The third piece begins with the 
organ suggesting the tolling bells that 
call the crowds to Adriantje's execution, 
juxtaposed with bits of the songs of the 
martyrs. The following section is a 
passacaglia, a form often associated with 
the organ and with mourning and grief; 
it is based on those bell chords and 
grows increasingly frantic as she is led 
through the jeering crowds to the stake. 
The thick cluster-chord that follows 
could be the wall of smoky flame that 
shoots up around her, or the fog of fear 
that we all feel in moments of pain. The 
complexity of the chord sets up acoustic 
beats that make the chord seem to jump, 
flutter and vibrate in the air. As 
Adriantje begins her song at the stake, 
some of the notes she sings are taken out 
ofthat thick chord, an effect only the 
organ can do really well. The intended 
effect is of fear gradually burning away 
into clarity, leaving only her bold, 
solitary voice at the end.

Brent Weaver
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Ash Wednesday 
Elegy, 1995
Auch ein Kinglied zu sein . . .  ist herrlich. 
—Fr. Schiller

The ashes today 
my cousin are yours 
from somewhere in South Russia 
they rise
to leave their mark on my heart 
and unseal an old grief 
siehe, dn weinen die Götter

Shapers of iron into reapers 
your people in Berdiansk 
lovers of peace
what drove you to Wrangel's arms 
to be cut down as grass 
lost among the dead 
at nineteen Johann 
my blood these ashes 
are yours
es zoeinen die Göttinnen alle

Your eyes give no clue 
no furor bellandi in a face 
soft with beauty 
boy warrior in winter 
cavalry sabre half hidden under 
a greatcoat too long for his arms 
so soon dust on the Kuban 
Johann my body 
these are your ashes 
daß das Schöne vergeht

This trace you leave us 
one last mother's memento 
before the bolshevik bullet 
J J jk o h  Cyflepinam. my relic 
raised up from the pit 
at Krasnodar 
shall your bones live 
the ashes this day are yours 
daß das Vollkommene stirbt

David R Sudermann
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S
hortly before departing for 

the United Kingdom more than a year 
ago to begin a master's degree 
program in Middle East politics, I 
picked up a copy of a volume of 
essays called Nonviolent America: 
History through the Eyes of Peace.' The 
book intrigued me, in part, because it 
addressed the linkage between faith 
and historical research. As I read the 
book, I wondered if and how my faith 
as an Anabaptist would or should 
affect my studies in international 
politics. Would I be tempted, in the 
words of John Howard Yoder, to 
"make peace with the autonomy of 
the secular disciplines"?2

I've always been interested in 
politics—not so much in the actual 
practice of politics but in trying to 
figure out why politicians, 
governments and states do what they 
do. My interest in the Middle East 
was awakened shortly after 
graduating from college when I took 
advantage of an opportunity to travel 
to Israel and Palestine with Christian 
Peacemaker Teams. That awakening 
was soon nurtured by personal 
connections and gradually found 
sustenance and direction within the 
Anabaptist vision of peacemaking.

This article is more of a personal 
reflection than a treatise about the 
linkage between faith (and 
particularly the principle of 
pacifism) and the study of 
international politics. Admittedly, 
the links presented are still fragile 
while others are as yet nonexistent. 
Nevertheless, this is an attempt to 
explore what it means to do

2 9

international politics from a pacifist 
Anabaptist perspective.3

The State
Given the sometimes sectarian 

approach to politics within Anabaptist 
circles, the state seems to be an 
appropriate starting point to examine 
the linkage between pacifism and 
international politics.1 In international 
politics, the central actor is the state. 
State power—the capacity to control 
the behavior of other states—is 
contained within the governing 
authority of the state and is 
maintained by all possible means, 
including the use of force.5 One of the 
basic features that defines the state is 
sovereignty. Internal sovereignty refers 
to the supremacy of the state over 
authorities within a specific territory 
and population. External sovereignty 
describes a state's independence from 
outside authorities, such as other 
states or nonstate actors.6 International 
politics is concerned primarily with 
the latter, although internal 
sovereignty may be an important 
factor in analyzing the interaction of 
states as it affects state power.

Approaching international politics 
from a pacifist perspective—in which 
nonviolence is a defining feature— 
renders a slightly different view of the 
state. Gene Sharp notes: "An error 
frequently made by students of 
politics is to view political decisions, 
events and problems in isolation from 
the society in which they exist."7 
Politically, nonviolence is based on a 
pluralistic view of state power in

A Nonviolent 
World View: 

Doing 
International 

Politics from a 
Pacifist 

Perspective

T e y R e m  p e I

J u n e  1 9 9 7



T e r r y  R e m p e l3 0

which the capacity of the government to direct state 
behavior is dependent upon the consent, either 
active or acquiescent, of the members of the state. 
"The voluntary or habitual compliance of the mass 
of the population," states Karl Deutsch, "is the 
invisible but very real basis of the power of every 
government."8 If the power of the state was 
monolithic, or independent of the consent of the 
members of the state, nonviolence would have little 
impact on the behavior of the state. Thus, from a

“...nonviolence is based on a 
pluralistic view of state power in 

which the capacity of the 
government to direct state behavior 

is dependent upon the consent, 
either active or acquiescent, of the 

members of the state.”

pacifist perspective, the state is not viewed as a unit 
of self-contained power. The pluralist, distributive 
nature of the pacifist view of state power, in which 
the capacity of the state to control the behavior of 
other states is conditional upon the consent of the 
members of the state, not only explains the potential 
effectiveness of nonviolence but also gives credence 
to the view that pacifism is a realistic approach to 
studying state interaction. If state power is 
dependent upon consent from the members of the 
state, the mass of the population can, by withholding 
support, potentially and nonviolently determine the 
behavior of the state towards other states.

For the Anabaptist engaged in international 
political studies, the state is not even the central 
actor. According to an Anabaptist/pacifist 
perspective, an understanding of the social gospel, 
in which nonviolence is rooted "in the teaching of 
Jesus, the nature of God, the ethos of the kingdom, 
the power of the resurrection,"9 proclaims God's 
sovereignty over the state. In the introduction to a 
contextualized Lenten Bible study, Jonathon Kuttab 
writes, "The message of Easter, for Palestinians, as 
well as for the poor and oppressed everywhere, is 
that God is sovereign in the affairs of this world."10

While the state may provide a useful structure for 
social order, allegiance remains bound to the God 
of creation who is sovereign in the affairs of the 
world, even in the midst of human freedom under 
which states are governed and interact.

State Objectives and Means
International politics as a field of study 

analyzes the interaction between two or more 
states within an international or global system as 
they attempt to achieve defined objectives or 
specified interests. Interactions between states can 
range from forms of violent conflict to methods of 
cooperation. These may be political, economic, 
strategic and/or social. Interaction between states 
may also involve nonstate actors such as the 
International Red Cross, international trade 
unions or national liberation movements.

K. J. Holsti defines four objectives common to 
contemporary states: security, autonomy, welfare 
and status or prestige." All four objectives may not 
regulate state behavior at a given time while some 
may command greater priority in the foreign policy 
decision-making process than others. In and of 
themselves, these objectives are value-neutral.
States employ a variety of means to achieve these 
objectives. These means can be plotted on a 
continuum from violent conflict to cooperation and

“If state power is dependent upon 
consent from the members of the 
state, the mass of the population 

can, by withholding support, 
potentially and nonviolently 

determine the behavior of the state 
towards other states.”

include military force, strategic alliances, neutrality, 
isolation, international agreements and treaties, 
autarchy, free trade, protectionism and others.

A pacifist perspective does not negate security, 
autonomy, welfare and status or prestige as 
legitimate objectives that govern state interaction. 
Rather, pacifist doctrine introduces an additional
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objective (what might be referred to as a 
superobjective)—conflict resolution or peace. For 
pacifists, peace is both a moral and realistic central 
objective of the state, achieved through nonviolent 
means. War and other forms of violence—both 
organized and unorganized—are considered

“For pacifists, peace is both a 
moral and realistic central objective 

of the state, achieved through 
nonviolent means.”

illegitimate means of state interaction. Pacifism 
rejects the myth of redemptive violence. The fact 
that Holsti, along with other practitioners of 
international politics, does not list peace as an 
objective of the state is instructive of the often- 
held distinction in international politics between 
so-called moral and realist objectives. The state 
may employ all possible means of power, 
including the use of force, to obtain security, 
autonomy, welfare and status or prestige while 
peace is considered to be a potential by-product. 
From the pacifist perspective, Holsti's four 
objectives are derivatives of peace.

The Anabaptist perspective shares the view that 
peace—the presence of righteousness or the condition 
of right relations between states—is the central 
objective of the state. Though not exclusive to 
Anabaptism, this perspective defines peace not only 
as the absence of war (pax romana) but also by the 
presence of justice (shalom).12 The linkage between 
objectives and means is found within the gospel. 
Walter Wink writes, "[Jesus] advocated means 
consistent with the desired end: a society of justice, 
peace, and equality free of authoritarianism, 
oppression and ranking."11 By contrast, as Medley Bull 
notes, the means by which states seek to achieve their 
objectives often "affront the most basic and widely- 
agreed principles of international justice, i.e. balance 
of power, international law that is superseded by force

and war."“ The Anabaptist perspective thus finds a 
unity between realist and moral objectives and means 
that stand in opposition to ethical dualism often 
found in international political studies.

The State System

As the study of international politics revolves 
around the search for regular patterns of behavior 
that govern and explain state interaction, it is 
necessary to examine the impact of pacifism on the 
state system, a group of independent political 
entities that interact with frequency and according to 
regularized rules or process.15 International politics is 
not an objective science. Patterns or theories of state 
interaction are very much determined by the 
observer's world view. The degree to which the 
observer views the world as a place of conflict 
characterized by aggression and war or as a benign 
place regulated by rules of international law and 
trans-state institutions will determine the type of 
patterns or theories of state interaction derived.

The observer may view the world through any 
number of lenses. Realism, for example, views the 
world as a place of anarchy in which the state must 
rely upon itself for security. In a society-of-states 
model, interaction is regulated less through war (as 
in realism) and more through diplomacy and trade. 
State interactions in the pluralist independence

“International politics is not an 
objective science. Patterns or 

theories of state interaction are 
very much determined by the 

observer’s world view

model are determined largely by science, 
technology and economics rather than military 
force. The dependency model views state 
interaction between societies as hierarchical, 
unbalanced and often exploitative. The world 
society model focuses on issues of quality of life 
rather than war, order and stability.

There is no correct world view of the state system
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in international politics. The observer's analysis of 
state interaction may only be incorrect insofar as it is 
not adequately explained by a concrete set of 
variables and illustrated by appropriate historical 
data. Two different observers may analyze the same 
interactions between states and yet produce different

‘The pacifist world view disputes 
the notion that violence effectively 
regulates state interaction, that it is 

an effective means to attain 
security, autonomy, welfare, 
status/prestige and, more 

importantly, peace.”

results on the pattern of state behavior. Thus, while 
the world view through which the observer analyzes 
the interaction between states may be value-laden, 
the veracity of the analysis is value-neutral. Both 
observers, provided they are able to demonstrate the 
validity of their results, by both variables and 
historical data, are correct.

While theorists and theologians such as Gene 
Sharp and Walter Wink have made valuable 
contributions towards fleshing out pacifism as a 
world view, it nonetheless remains marginal within 
the secular discipline of international politics. The 
key variable of a pacifist world view as an 
organizing and explanatory tool of state interaction 
is nonviolence. The pacifist world view disputes the 
notion that violence effectively regulates state 
interaction, that it is an effective means to attain 
security, autonomy, welfare, status/prestige and, 
more importantly, peace. The pacifist perspective 
contends that the apparent effectiveness of violence 
is based on short-term interests and a system of 
domination where the state is the locus of power. 
The pacifist world view, where power is 
distributive and pluralistic and state behavior is 
guided by long-term interests, considers the myth 
of redemptive violence that is at the heart of the 
state system as a variable that explains the security 
dilemma, war, and economic exploitation.1'1

While the state system may provide a model 
for necessary international order, the Anabaptist

perspective acknowledges the condition of human 
sinfulness under which the state system operates 
and exists. The Anabaptist perspective even 
appears to call into question the nature of the state 
system within the context of God's sovereignty. 
Duane Friesen writes: "[Christians] belong to Jesus 
Christ, and in that sense their loyalties and 
commitments transcend a narrow national 
identity. It is distressing that the churches often 
fail to live with loyalties and commitments that 
transcend their own nation states."17 So long as 
one continues to think in terms of the nation-state 
operating basically as a self-contained power unit 
in a world of self-contained nation-states, then 
war as an institution for solving disputes between 
these units seems inevitable.1*

Conclusion
After more than a year of doing Middle East 

politics, the impact of a pacifist Anabaptist belief 
system remains troublesome. The Anabaptist 
perspective challenges or turns upside down 
notions of the state, its objectives and the system of 
states. What does it mean to engage oneself in the 
study of international politics without retreating 
behind sectarian walls yet remaining within the 
sanctuary of one's faith? The task seems to be

“If God is the locus of sovereignty, 
one must search for the inflowing 

of God’s presence as a 
determinative factor in state 

interaction and then attempt to 
determine a pattern of explanatory 

variables.”

twofold. First, it is incumbent to begin by 
understanding how others understand international 
politics: the state, its objectives and means and the 
different world views of the state system. The 
second part of the task is to re-examine these three 
factors guided by a "vivid sense of God's 
counterreality as more real than reality itself."19

If state power is pluralistic and distributive.
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one must examine the impact of members of the 
state, both individuals and nonstate institutional 
actors, on state interaction. If God is the locus of 
sovereignty, one must search for the inflowing of 
God's presence as a determinative factor in state 
interaction and then attempt to determine a pattern 
of explanatory variables. If peace and justice are the 
objectives of the state, international politics must be 
partial to long-term analysis and consideration of 
the poor and oppressed. It will be necessary to look 
for patterns of nonviolent interaction that challenge 
and break the myth of redemptive violence. Finally, 
if one is unbounded by the borders of the state, it is 
important to search for variables and historical data 
beyond the immediate confines of the state and 
explain and describe state interaction. Perhaps the 
final and ongoing challenge, in this respect, is to 
clearly explain and articulate a world view that is 
faithful to God's "counterreality" which as yet 
remains realized only in part.
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70. MHL.

Hofer, Samuel. Born Plutterite. Saskatoon: Hofer Publishers, 
1996. 3 cassettes. MHL.

Hofman, Beno. Doopsgezind Friesland, het land van Menno 
Simons. Leeuwarden: Stichting Kultuer en Toerisme yn 
Fryslan, 1996. Pp. 83. EMU.

Holsinger, Justus Geil. Riding through the years with Grandpa: 
horse- drawn surrey to 747's. Hesston, KS: Author, [1996]. Pp. 
169. EMU.

Hoobler, Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler. The German American 
family album. New York: Oxford, 1996. Pp. 127. MLA.

Hoon, Jos de, Simeon Bodden, and Peter Becker. Bibliography of 
hymns and Gregorian chant front the sixteenth century to 1991. 
Utrecht: Hogeschool voor de Künsten, 1996. Pp. 657. MHL.

Hoover, Lena and Lester M. Hoover. Descendants o f Francis B. 
and Magdalena Musscr Weaver, 1S35-1996. [Lititz, PA:
Authors], 1996. Pp. 159. MHL.

Hoover, W. Paul. M y memories in poetry and prose: life at Five 
Points, Goshen, Indiana. Nappanee: Evangel, 1996. Pp. 171. 
MHL.

Horst, Mary Ann. Reminiscings o f Mennonite life in Waterloo 
County: refections on the journey from the Old Order Mennonite 
world to modern times. Kitchener, ON: Author, 1996. Pp. 79. 
MHL.

Horton, Roberta. A n Amish adventure: a workbook for color in 
quilts. 2nd ed. Lafayette, CA: Author, 1996. Pp. 78. MHL.

Hostetler, Eldon. Strong drink friend or foe: a study of alcohol use 
in the Milford Mennonite community. [Milford, NE: Author, 
1996], 1 v. MHL.

Hostetler, John A. The Hutterites in North America. 3rd ed. Fort 
Worth: Harcourt Brace College, 1996. Pp. 158. MHL.

Hostetler, Richard. Backyard birds and animals: for children and 
people of all ages who enjoy birds. Goshen: Author, 1996. Pp. 17. 
MHL.

Hulvey, June Good. The William Good family: tracing this Good 
family from Hasli Valley, Switzerland to the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia. Rev. ed. Harrisonburg, VA: Author, 1996. Pp. 1145. 
EMU.

Humphrey, John T. Pennsylvania births, Lebanon Comity, 1714- 
1SÜ0. Washington, DC: Humphrey Pub., 1996. Pp. 267. MHL.

Hunsberger, Gordon. Growing old begins young: planning to enjoy 
old age. St. Jacobs, ON: Author, 1996. Pp. 110. MHL, MLA.

Plutterite CO's in World War One: stories, diaries and other 
accounts from the United States military camps. 1996 ed. Patrick 
Murphy, ed. Hawley, MN: Spring Prairie Printing, 1996. Pp. 
154. MLA.
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Hymnal companion. Elgin, IL: Brethren Press; Newton: Faith & 
Life; Scottdale: Mennonite Publishing House, 1996. Pp. 752. 
EMU, MLA.

Hymnal masterworks: organ & instruments. Shirley Sprunger 
King & the Deknatal Consort. Newton: Faith & Life, 1996.1 
sound cassette and 1 compact disc.

Index to Burning Bush, 1966-1995: (thirty years). Chambersburg, 
PA: Mennonite Heritage Center, 1996. Pp. 124. EMU.

Isaak, Paul. A family history o f Leonhard and Minna Dirks. Deer 
Creek, OK: Author, 1996.1 v. MLA.

Israel, Fred L. The Amish. New York: Chelsea House, 1996. Pp. 
100. MHL.

Janzen, David. Fire, salt, and peace: intentional Christian 
communities alive in North America. Evanston, IL: Shalom 
Mission Communities, 1996. Pp. 207. MLA. 

jemima's secret dreams. Aylmer, ON: Pathway, 1996. Pp. 231.
EMU, MHL, MLA.

Kaufman, Gordon D. Cod, mystery, diversity: Christian theology 
in a pluralistic world. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996. Pp. 233. 
MHL, MLA.

Kaufmann, Britt. Grace. Goshen: Pinchpenny, 1996. Pp. 19. 
MHL.

Kennel, Ronald L. journey home: Peter Kennel Sr.: refections on 
his life and times. Goshen: Author, 1996. Pp. 141. MHL.

King, Frank R. /I flight lo the Arctic: hearing good news.
Morgantown, PA: Masthof, 1996. Pp. 110. EMU.

Kinsley, Robert L. Alexander Mack: his greatest legacy. Nappanee: 
Evangel, 1996. Pp. 95. EMU, MHL. '

Klassen, William, judas: betrayer or friend ofjesus? Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 1996. Pp. 238. MHL.

Köhler, Hans-Joachim. Bibliographie der Flugschriften des 16. 
Jahrhunderts, Bd. 3: Druckbeschreibungen M -S. Tübingen: 
Bibliotheca Academica, 1996. Pp. 541. MHL.

Kopp, Herb. Authentic living: bringing belief and lifestyle together: 
studies in jantes. (Luminaire studies) Winnipeg: Kindred,
1996. Pp. 127. FRE.

Kraus, Harry Lee. Fated genes. Wheaton, IL: Crosswav Books, 
1996. Pp. 382. EMU.

Kraus, Mildred Brunkand Harry L. Kraus. Martin A. Lahman 
family history. Harrisonburg, VA: Authors, 1996. Pp. 326. 
EMU.

Kraybill, Ronald S. Pcacebuilders in Zimbabwe: an Anabaptist 
paradigm for conflict transformation. Thesis—Univ. of Cape 
Town, 1996. Pp. 276. MLA.

Krehbiel, James W. References to Swiss Russian Mennonite families 
before 1S74. Charleston, IL: Author, 1996. Pp. 165. MLA. 

Kreider, Rachel W. and J. Evan Kreiden A genealogy prepared for 
the descendants o f Lloyd and Adelia (Stover) Kreider. Rev. 
Goshen: Author, 1996. Pp. 175. EMU, MHL, MLA.

Kreider, Roberts., David J. Rempel Smucker, Roy H. Umble.
An Ebersole story: the ancestry and descendants of Abraham D. 
Ebersole (1822-1892) and Anna Rutt (1827-1904). Goshen: 
Ebersole Family Assoc., 1996. Pp. 114. EMU, MHL, MLA. 

Kurtz kitchen classics: a compilation o f recipes by descendants of 
John Esley & Elizabeth Lehman Kurtz. Kearney, NE: Cookbooks 
by Morris, 1996. Pp. 214. EMU.

Kutz, Jacob Alexander. M y life in the Ukraine & Canada as I 
remember it. Peterborough, ON: Ingrid Harder, 1996. Pp. 69. 
MHL.

Lehman, Bradley P. Hymnal concordance. Scottdale: Mennonite 
Publishing House, i996. Pp. 517. FRE.

Lehman, Bradley P. and Gerry Leatherman. Hymnal 
concordance. Software guide: this software package will help yon 
find  any English word in the hymns o f Hymnal: a worship book; 
DOS program by Bradley P. Lehman ; Windows program by Gerry 
Leatherman. [Scottdale]: Mennonite Pub. House, 1996. Pp. 23. 
MHL.

Lehman, Daniel R. Endeavor o f faith: a history o f the Mennonite 
Messianic mission voluntary service units, 1967-1974. Ephrata: 
Eastern Mennonite Publications, 1996. Pp. 199. MHL.

Ecu levai vol gevaar: Menno Simons (1496-1561): leidsman der

dopers. Amsterdam: Algemene Doopsgezinde Societeit, 1996. 
Pp. 96. EMU, MHC, MHL, MLA.

Lind, Millard C. Ezekiel. (Believers church Bible commentary) 
Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 413. FRE, MHL, MLA.

Living mirror: Young Mennonite writers. Cincinnati: Mennonite 
Arts Weekend, 1996. Pp. 32. MLA.

Loewen, Harry and Steven Nolt. Through fire & water: an 
overview of Mennonite history. Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 35Ü. 
FRE, MES, MHL, MLA.

Longhurst, John. Making the news: a media relations manual for 
non- profit organizations, Winnipeg: Wildflower 
Communications, 1996. Pp. 75. MHL.

The Low countries: arts and society in Flanders and the Netherlands: 
a yearbook, 1996-97. Rekkem: Stichting Ons Erfdeel, 1996. Pp. 
320. MLA.

Lynd, Alice and Staughton Lynd. Liberation theology for Quakers. 
(Pendle Hill pamphlet; 326) Wallingford, PA: Pendle Hill, 
1996. Pp. 36. MHL, MLA.

Marnef, Guido. Antwerp in the age o f Reformation: underground 
Protestantism in a commercial metropolis, 1550-1577. Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins, 1996. Pp. 304. MHL, MLA.

Marshall, Jay W. The 10 commandments & Christian community.
Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 128. MES, MHL, MLA.

Martin, Eber S. Taking another look. Columbiana, OH:
Americana Creatives, 1996. Pp. 158. MHL.

Martin, Terry. The Mennonites and the Russian state Duma, 1905- 
1914. Seattle: Jackson School of International Studies, Univ. 
of Washington, 1996. Pp. 77. FRE, MHL, MLA.

Martin, Verna M. Stories for every season: 52 stories for young 
readers. Harrisonburg, VA: Christian Light, 1996. Pp. 267. 
MHL.

Mast, Don. Eunice: she loved life. Morgantown, PA: Masthof, 
1996. Pp. 166. EMU, MHL, MLA.

McDill, S. Rutherford Jr. Parenting the prodigal. Scottdale: 
Herald, 1996. Pp. 120. MHL, MLA.

McKelvey, Susan. The classic American quilt collection: creative 
ideas for color and fabric. Emmaus, PA; Rodale, 1996. Pp. 122. 
MHL.

Melodies o f the heart. Fredericksburg, IN: John Paul Raber,
[1996]. Pp. 176. MHL.

Menno Simons. Confession o f my enlightenment, conversion, and 
calling; The new birth and who they are who have the promise. 
Irvin B. Horst, ed. Lancaster: Lancaster Mennonite Historical 
Society, 1996. Pp. 53. EMU, MHL, MLA.

Mennonite Board of Missions. Benin: giving God the glory.
[Elkhart]: MBM, [1996?]. 1 kit. MHL.

Mennonite theology in face of modernity: essays in honor o f Gordon 
D. Kaufman. Alain Epp Weaver, ed. North Newton: Bethel 
College, 1996. Pp. 275. EMU, MHL, MLA.

Mennonites in Canada: a media guide. John Longhurst, ed. 
Winnipeg: Mennonites in Canada ; MCC Canada, 1996. Pp. 
56. MHC.

Ein Mennonitisches Glaubensbekenntnis. Julia Hildebrandt, tr.
Winnipeg: CMBC, [1996?]. Pp. 141. EMU.

Meyer, Carolyn. Gideon's people. San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 
1996. Pp. 297. MHL.

Michel, Barbara. Search for Eden. New Wilmington, PA: Son- 
Rise, 1996. Pp. 237. MHL.

Mihalas, Dimitri. Depression and spiritual growth. (Pendle Hill 
pamphlet; 327) Wallingford, PA: Pendle Hill, 1996. Pp. 31. 
MHL, MLA.

Miller, Alfred D. Descendants of David E. Miller (known as Mony 
Dave) and Catherine j. Miller, 1867-1994. Apple Creek, OH: 
Author, 1996. Pp. 157. MHL.

Miller, DeVon. Kansas-Oklahoma Amish directory. Millersburg, 
OH: Abana Book Services, 1996. Pp. 86. MHL.

Miller, DeVon. Missouri Amish directory, 1996. Millersburg, OH: 
Abana Book Services, 1996. Pp. 191. MHL.

Miller, Edwin D. Miller family history and descendants of Henry B.
Miller. [Wellman, IA]: Author, 1996. Pp. 281. MHL.

Miller, J. R. Whom the Lord lovetli: a manual o f comfort for the
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tested mid tried. Crockett, KY: Rod & Staff, 1996. Pp. 192.
MHL.

Minnesota country favorites. Lenexa, KS: Cookbook Pub., 1996.
Pp. 140. MHL.' ‘

Mishler, Dorsa J. and Russell Krabill. The Prairie Street 
Mcnnonile Church story: 1871-1996. Elkhart: The Church,
1996. Pp. 98. EMU, MHL, MLA.

Morrow, Merilyn B. Fike. Christian Fike and his descendants.
Temple, PA: Author, 1996. Pp. 1348. MHL.

Mosher, Steve. God's /tower, Jesus'faith, and world mission: a study 
in Romans. Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 360. FRE, MHL,
MLA.

Mosley, Don. With our own eyes. Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp.
300. MHL, MLA.

Munro, Ken. Amish justice. Bird-in-Hand, PA: Gaslight, 1996.
Pp. 135. MHL.

Murphy, Nancey and George F. R. Ellis. On the moral nature of 
the universe: theology, cosmology, and ethics. Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 1996. Pp. 268. MHL.

Murphy, Robert C. The unconscious. (Pendle Hill Pamphlet; 325) 
Wallingford, PA: Pendle Hill, 1996. Pp. 32. MHL, MLA. 

Myers, Tamar. No use dying over spilled milk: a Pennsylvania 
Dutch mystery with recipes. New York: Dutton, 1996. Pp. 260. 
MHL.

Nee, Watchman. A vida normal da igreja Crista. 4th ed.
Campinas, SP: Editora Crista Unida, 1996. Pp. 155. MHL. 

Neufeld, Christine. Peace heroes. (Fast lane Bible studies) 
Newton: Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 48. MLA.

Nickel, Barbara K. The secret wish o f Nanerl Mozart. Toronto: 
Second Story, 1996. Pp. 202. MHL.

Nickel, James R. and Dale Shenk. Picture this: New Testament 
personalities/Anabaptist portraits: teacher's guide with student 
reproducible sheets. Scottdale: Mennonite Publishing House, 
1996. Pp. 71. MHL.

Nyce, Dorothy Yoder. India kaleidoscope. Holy respect, no less.
Goshen: D.Y. Nyce, [1996?] 1 videocassette. EMU, MLA. 

Nystrom, Carolyn. O Espfrito Santo cm mini. Campinas, SP: 
Editora Crista Unida, 1996. Pp. 30. MHL.

Nystrom, Carolyn. O quo e a orafno. Campinas, SP: Editora 
Crista Unida, 1996. Pp. 30. MHL.

Our CPS stories: Prairie Street Mennonite Church in Civilian Public 
Service, 1941-1946. Dorsa J. Mishler, ed. Elkhart: The Church, 
1996. Pp. 105. EMU, MHL, MLA.

Ott, Bernhard. Missionarische Gemeinde werden: der Weg der 
Evangelischen Täufergemeinden. Uster: Verlag ETG, 1996. Pp. 
332. FRE.

Oved, Yaacov. The witness o f the brothers: a history of the
Bruderhof. New Brunswick: Transaction, 1996. Pp. 342. MHL, 
MLA.

Oxford encyclopedia of the Reformation. Hans J. Hillerbrand, ed.
New York: Oxford, 1996. 4 v. MHL, MLA.

The pacifist impulse in historical perspective. Harvey L. Dyck, ed.
Toronto: Univ. of Toronto, 1996. Pp. 444. FRE, MHL, MLA. 

Pellman, Hubert R. A Pellman family history: Leroy S. & Elizabeth 
Lauver Pellman and their children, ancestors and descendants. 
[S.I.]: Author, 1996. Pp. 284. EMU.

Penner, Katy. The Penner family: faithful through adversity.
Saskatoon: Author, 1996. Pp. 490. MITC.

Penner, Randy. A  harvest o f memories. Greendale, WI: Reiman, 
1996. Pp. 114. MLA.

Peters-Pries, Pam. Living unplugged: young adults, faith and the 
uncommon life. Newton: Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 144. FRE, 
MHC, MHL, MLA.

Pickle, Linda Schelbitzki. Contented among strangers: rural 
German- speaking women and their families in the nineteenth- 
century Midwest. Urbana: Univ. of Illinois, 1996. Pp. 311. 
MLA.'

Plain circle tune book. John Bayer, Jr., comp. Dayton, OH: Bayer, 
1996. Pp. 220. MHL.

Platt, LaVonne Godwin. In memory of Bela Banerjee: a coda to her 
biography. Newton: Wordsworth, 1996. Pp. 40. MLA.

Plett, Harvey. Seeking to be faithful: the story of the Evangelical 
Mennonite Conference. Steinbach: The Conference, 1996. Pp. 
188. EMU, MHC, MHL, MLA.

Profiles o f Anabaptist women: sixteenth-century reforming pioneers. 
C. Arnold Snyder, Linda A. Huebert Hecht, eds. (Studies in 
women and religion; 3) Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier Univ.,
1996. Pp. 438. MES, MHL, MLA.

Quillin, Patrick. Amish folk medicine. North Canton, OH: Leader 
Co., 1996. Pp. 238. MHL.

Radcliff, David. Does God figh t? Violence in the Bible. (Generation 
why Bible studies; 2:1) Newton: Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 44. 
MLA.

Ratzlaff, Gerhard. Menno Simons' Vermächtnis in einem 
lateinameriknnischcn-niultikulturellen Kontext: das Beispiel 
Paraguay. Amsterdam: Algemene Doopsgezinde Societeit, 
1996. Pp. 26. MHC.

Redekop, Gloria Neufeld. The work of their hands: Mennonite 
women's societies in Canada. (Studies in women and religion;
2) Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier Univ., 1996. Pp. 172. EMU, FRE, 
MHC, MHL.

Regehr, T. D. Mennonites in Canada, 1939-1970: a people 
transformed. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto, 1996. Pp. 563. EMU, 
FRE, MHC, MHL, MLA.

Reinhold-Scheuermann, Ineke. Duiven en slootvogels: Menno en 
zijn gezin onderweg. Amsterdam: Doopsgezinde Jeugd 
Centrale, 1996. Pp. 154. EMU.

Religion and mass media: audiences and adaptations. Daniel A. 
Stout, Judith M. Buddenbaum, eds. Thousand Oaks: Sage, 
1996. Pp. 294. MHL.

Rempel, Henry. A trek from despair to renewal: the peoples of Africa 
and the burden o f debt. (MCC occasional paper; 22) [Akron]: 
MCC, 1996. Pp; 16. EMU, FRE, MHL, MLA.

Rempel, Johann G. M y village home Nieder Chortitza - Mein 
Heimatdorf Nieder Chortitza. Melitta Friesen, Helene Neufeld, 
trs. [S.I.: Translators], 1996. Pp. 73. MHC.

Reshaping your marriage. A . Don Augsburger, ed. Morgantown, 
PA: Masthof, 1996. Pp. 153. MLA.

Rice, Timothy. Deep Run Mennonite Church East: a 250 year 
pilgrimage, 1746-1996. Morgantown, PA: Masthof, 1996. Pp. 
144,108“; EMU, MHL, MLA.

Richard, Kent E. The HabliitzelfAblitzer connection: ancestors and 
descendants = Le rapprochement Hablützel/Ablitzer: I'ascendance 
et descendants. Talmage, PA: Author, 1996. Pp. 78. MHL.

Rogall, Joachim. Land der grossen Ströme: von Polen nach Litauen. 
(Deutsche Geschichte im Osten; 8) Berlin: Siedler Verlag, 
1996. Pp. 573. MHL.

Rohrer, Martha. Hislorias Biblicas para leer. Crockett, KY: Rod <& 
Staff, 1996. Pp. 135. MHL.

Ropp, Steve. A speck in the universe: the Bible on self-esteem and 
peer pressure. (Generation why Bible studies; 2:4) Newton: 
Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 40. MLA.

Rupp, Anne Neufeld. Growing together: understanding and 
nurturing your child's faith journey. Newton: Faith & Life,
1996. Pp. 261. MHC, MHL, MLÄ.

Ruth, Jay- Here abiding: the Deep Run Mennonite story. Perkasie, 
PA: The Church, 1996.1 videocassette. EMU.

Ruth, Merle. Merlo para vivir con Crisio. Crockett, KY: Rod & 
Staff, 1996. Pp. 78. MHL.

Sauder, Elizabeth W. Pleasant memories: a tribute to my parents, 
Samuel R. & Elizabeth (Good) Weaver. New Holland, PA: 
Author, 1996. Pp. 77. EMU.

Saul, Norman E. Concord and conflict: the United States and 
Russia, 1867-1914. Lawrence: Univ. Press of KS, 1996. Pp. 654. 
MHL, MLA.

Sawatzky, Reynold. Ancestors Franz and Katarina Günther 
Sawalzky, Henry and Anna Wiebe Klassen: from the Vistula delta 
to the Ukrainian steppe to the Canadian prairies to the United 
States: the genealogy and history of our ancestry and stories o f the 
family of jacob F. and Cornelia Klassen Sawatzky. Rev. [Goshen: 
Author], 1996. Pp. 178. MHL.

Scattering sunshine: character-building stories for children.
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Harrisonburg, VA: Christian Light, 1996. Pp. 144. EMU, 
MHL.

Schlabach, Gerald. For the joy set before us: ethics o f self-denying 
love in Augustinian perspective. Thesis (Ph.D.)—Univ. of Notre 
Dame, 1996. Pp. 306. MHL.

Schlabach, Mose A. and Freda Schlabach. Family history of 
Christian C. Schlabach and Denn I  Miller, 1858-1995, in 
chronological order with alphabetical index. Millersburg, OH: 
Authors, 1996. Pp. 165. MHL.

Schlabach, Mose A. and Freda Schlabach. Yoder School history: 
"Limpytown", 1869-1954. Sugarcreek, OH: Carlisle Printing, 
1996. Pp. 84. MHL.

Schroeder, David. How to read the Bible: building skills for Bible 
study. (Generation why Bible studies; 1:8) Newton: Faith & 
Life! 1996. Pp. 40. MLÄ.

Schroeder, William and Helmut T. Huebert. Menuonite historical 
atlas. 2nd ed. Winnipeg: Springfield, 1996. Pp. 183. FRE, 
MHC, MHL.

Scott, Stephen. An introduction to Old Order and Consenvative 
Menuonite groups. (People's Place book; 12) Intercourse, PA: 
Good Bks., 1996. Pp. 252. EMU, FRE, MES, MHC, MHL, 
MLA.

Shelly, Patricia J. Let all within us praise! Dramatic resources for 
worship. Newton, Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 209. MHC, MLA.

Shelly, Patricia J. Let all within us praise! songs for -worship and 
celebration. Newton: Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 52. MHC, MLA.

Shenk, Dale and Ed Zuercher. I confess!: responses to wrong/ 
confession offaith: teacher's guide with student reproducible 
sheets. (Link youth Bible studies) Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 
71. MHL.

Shenk, Gerald and Sara Wenger Shenk. Meditations for new 
parents. Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 77. MHC, MHL, MLA.

Shenk, Joseph C. Silver thread: the ups and downs o f a Menuonite 
family in mission (1895-1995). Intercourse, PA: Bks., 1996. Pp. 
250. EMU, FRE, MHL, MLA.

Shenk, Lois Landis. The story of Ephrata Menuonite School. 
Ephrata, PA: The School, 1996. Pp. 52. MHL.

Shirk, Erica Hege. One farm, two wars, three generations: the Hege 
family story. Morgantown, PA: Masthof, 1996. Pp. 88. EMU, 
MHL, MLA.

Shott, James R. Abigail. Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 144. MHL.
Shott, James R. Bathsheba. Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 150. 

MHL.
Showalter, Rode and Sarön Miller. Aprendiendo a pintar. 

Crockett, KY: Rod & Staff, 1996. Pp. 32. MHL.
Sider, Ronald J. Genuine Christianity. Grand Rapids:

Zondervan, 1996. Pp. 183. MHL.
Siegrist, Joanne Hess. Menuonite wo)nen o f Lancaster County: a 

story in photographs from 1S55-1935. Intercourse, PA: Good 
Bks., 1996. Pp. 220. MHC, MHL, MLA.

Sirluck, Ernest. First generation: an autobiography. Toronto: Univ. 
of Toronto, 1996. Pp. 409. MHL.

Smith, Daniel. Love for the Saviour. Mary Schlabach, tr. 
Millersburg, OH: Em & Mary Schlabach, 1996. Pp. 63. MHL.

Smith, Elaine Spires. Index to cemeteries o f Elkhart County,
Indiana, vol. 1. Elkhart: Elkhart County Genealogical Society, 
1996. Pp. 31. MHL.

Smucker, Barbara. Selina and the bear paw quilt. New York: 
Crown, 1996.1 v. MHL.

Smucker, Donovan E. Jerome M. Smucker: pioneer Ohio 
Menuonite entrepreneur. Lima, OH: Fairway, 1996. Pp. 60. 
MHL, MLA.

Snyder, Eleanor and Susan Pries. Loving God. (Living stones) 
Newton: Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 205. MLA.

Sollenberger, David. By water and the word. Elgin, 1L: Brethren 
Press, 1996.1 videocassette. EMU.

Sporen van Menno: het veranderende beeid van Menno Simons on de 
Nederlandse mennisten. Krommenie: Knijnenberg, 1996. Pp. 
168. EMU.

Stassen, Glen H., D. M. Yeager, and John Howard Yoder. 
Authentic transformation: a new vision o f Christ and culture.

Nashville: Abingdon, 1996. Pp. 299. MHL.
Stoll, Bill and Barbara Stoll. Descendants o f Mike /. Miller (Kansas 

Mike) and Barbara /. Yoder, 1S76 to 1996. Abbeville, SC: 
Authors, 1996. Pp. 195. MHL.

Stoll, Elmo and Elizabeth Hershberger Bauman. Loving your 
enemies. Milverton, ON: Master’s International Ministries, 
1996. Pp. 48. MHL.

Stoll, Joseph. Sunshine and shadow: our seven years in Honduras. 
Aylmer, ON: Author, 1996. Pp. 464. EMU, MHL.

Stoltzfus, Louise and Dawn J. Ranck. A quitter's Christmas 
cookbook. Intercourse, PA: Good Bks., 1996. Pp. 348. MHL.

Stutzman, Rose Mary. Flow can this be? Table devotions for advent. 
Scottdale: Mennonite Publishing House, 1996. Pp. 40. MHL.

Suderman, Robert J. Re-thinking the mission o f the church in the 
global city. Winnipeg: Author, 1996.1 v. MHC.

Suter, Scott Hamilton. Tradition & fashion: cabinetmaking in the 
Upper Shenandoah Valley, 1850-1900. Dayton, VA: Shenandoah 
Valley Folk Art & Heritage Center, 1996. Pp. 47. EMU.

Swiss ancestral tree: Berne, Adams County, Indiana and vicinity 
including Wells County, Indiana; a compilation o f the earliest 
Swiss settlers and their descendants. [Berne, IN: Berne Public 
Library], 1996. 22 v. MHL.

Testa, Randy-Michael. In the valley of the shadow: an elegy to 
Lancaster County. Hanover, NH: University Press of New 
England, 1996. Pp. 79. MHL, MLA.

Thompson, Bard. Humanists and reformers: a history o f the 
Renaissance and Reformation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 
Pp. 742. MHL.

To see each other's good. Dorothy Yoder Nyce, ed. Goshen: Editor, 
1996. Pp. 147. EMU, MHL, MLA.

Toews, Paul. Mennonites in American society, 1930-1970: 
modernity and the persistence o f religious community.
(Mennonite experience in America; 4) Scottdale: Herald,
1996. Pp. 441. FRE, MES, MHL, MLA.

Towne, Marian K. Dreaming the impossible dream: the first thirty 
years o f the Edyvean Repertory Theatre at Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis, Indiana. Freeman: Pine Hill Press,
1996. Pp. 220. MLA.

Treasured Mennonite recipes. Series II. Lancaster: Fox Chapel, 
MCC, 1996. Pp. 224. EMU, FRE, MLA.

Troyer, Andrew M. Bring back the bluebirds: even on your hand! 
Rev. Conneautville, PA: Bird's Paradise, 1996. Pp. 32. MHL.

Troyer, Les. And the streams overflowed. Boone, NC:
Wordcrafters; Author, 1996. Pp. 40. EMU, MHL.

Troyer, Nancy. Rudy Troyer genealogy, 1877-1995.
Fredericksburg, OH; Author, 1996. Pp. 132. MHL.

Tuesday night, or Frog and toad are lovers. Goshen: Pinchpenny, 
1996. Pp. 56. MHL.

Twenty stories for children. Aylmer, ON: Pathway, 1996. Pp. 160. 
EMU, MHL, MLA.

Umble, Diane Zimmerman. Holding the line: the telephone in Old 
Order Mennonite and Amish life. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 
1996. Pp. 192. EMU, FRE, MHL, MLA.

Unity amidst diversity: Mennonite Central Committee at 75. Robert 
S. Kreider, Ronald J. R. Mathies, eds. Akron: MCC, 1996. Pp. 
181. EMU, FRE, MHC, MHL.

Unrau, Jake with Johann D. Funk. Living in the way: the 
pilgrimage o f Jake & Trudie Unran. Winnipeg: CMBC 
Publications, 1996. Pp. 149. FRE, MHC.

Unrau, Ruth. Index to obituaries in the Christlicher Bundesbote, 
1882- 1947. North Newton: Bethel College, 1996. Pp. 99. 
MHC, MLA.

Unrau, Ruth. A time to bind and a time to loose: A history o f the 
General Conference Mennonite Church mission involvement in 
India from 1900-1995. Newton: General Conference 
Mennonite Church Commission on Overseas Mission, 1996. 
Pp. 233. FRE, MES, MHC, MLA.

VanWingen, Peter M. and Belinda D. Urquiza. Standard citation 
forms for published bibliographies and catalogs used in rare book 
cataloging. 2nd ed. Washington, DC: Library of Congress, 
1996. Pp. 216. MHL.
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Vermigli, Pietro Martire. Philosophical works: on the relation o f 
philosophy to theology. Joseph C. McLelland, ed. Kirksville, 
MO: 16th Century Journal, 1996. Pp. 353. MHL.

Visser, Piet. Godtslaslerlijck ende pernicious: de ml van 
boekdrukkers en boekverkopers in de verspreiding van dissidente 
religieuze en ßlosofische denkbeelden in Nederland in de tweede 
helft van de zez’cntiende eeuw. [Amsterdam]: P. Visser, 1996. Pp. 
39. EMU, MHL.

Visser, Piet and Mary S. Sprüngen Menno Simons: places, 
portraits and progeny. Altona: Friesens, 1996. Pp. 168. EMU, 
FRE, MHL, MLA. ‘

Voolstra, Sjouke. Menno Simons (1496-1561): leven, beeid en 
boodschap. Landsmeer: Author, 1996. Pp. 47. EMU, MLA.

Voth, Nada. Heinrich J. A. Voth, 1864-1930 and Katharina Unruh, 
1859- 1S93, Helena Schmidt, 1866-1942. [Walton, KS: Author, 
1996]. 1 v. MLA.

Voth, Nada. Heinrich j. Schroeder, 1856 to 1945 and Eva Pankratz, 
1853 to 1913. [Walton, KS: Author, 1996]. 1 v. MLA.

Waardevol oud papier: feestbundel bij hel lienjarig bestaan van Bubb 
Kuyper Veil in gen Bocken en Grafiek, 19S6-1996. Nop Maas, ed. 
Haarlem: B. Kuyper, 1996. Pp' 339. EMU.

Watson, Mary K. Niles. Katharina Dalke Penner biography. 
[Arlington, TX]: Author, 1996. Pp. 17. MLA.

Weaver, George. Christian home. Crockett, KY: Rod & Staff,
1996. Pp. 88. EMU.

Weber, Ephraim. Ephraim Weber's letters home 1902-1955: letters 
from Ephraim Weber to Leslie Staebler o f Waterloo County. Hildi 
Froese Tiessen, Paul Gerard Tiessen, eds. Waterloo: mir 
editions, 1996. Pp. 234. MHL.

Weber, Jürgen. Die Altamischen in Kanada: Geschichte und 
sakralisierte Identität einer weitabgewandten religiösen 
Gemeindshaft. Hamburg: Verlag Dr. Kovac, 1996. Pp. 343. 
MHL.

Welsh, Carol. An annotated guide to the Chronicles o f Oklahoma, 
1921-1994. Mary Ann Blochovviak, ed. Oklahoma City: 
Oklahoma Historical Society, 1996. Pp. 324. MLA.

Welty, Lavon and Sandra Drescher-Lehman. Living faith: a 
practical religion/God is with us: teacher's guide with student 
reproducible sheets. (Link youth Bible studies) Scottdale: 
Herald, 1996. Pp. 71. MHL.

Wenig-Horswell, Judy. Drawing: Cole d'Ivoire. Goshen: 
Pinchpenny, 1996. Pp. 23. MHL.

Wiebe-Neufeld, Tim and Donna Wiebe-Neufeld. Keeping the 
garden: a faith response to God's creation. (Generation why Bible 
studies; 1:7) Newton: Faith & Life, 1996. Pp. 44. MLA.

Wiens, Delbert. Stephen's sermon and the structure o f Luke-Acts. 
North Richland Hills, TX: B1BAL, 1996. Pp. 267. FRE.

Wine, Norman F. The history o f Miners Village Mennonite Church 
1931-1995: the story of a Mennonite mission in the hills of 
Cornwall. Lebanon, PA: Author, 1996. Pp. 182. MHL.

Wojtasik, Ted. No strange fire. Scottdale: Herald Press, 1996. Pp. 
400. FRE, MHC, MHL, MLA.

Words for worship. Arlene M. Mark, ed. Scottdale: Herald, 1996. 
Pp. 319. MHL, MLA.

Wright, Susan Kimmel. Dead letters. (Dead-End Road 
mysteries) Scottdale: Herald, 1996. Pp. 176. MHL.

Yoder, Jacob E. The fire o f liberty in their hearts: the diary of Jacob 
E. Yoder o f the Freedmen’s Bureau School, Lynchburg, Virginia, 
1866-1860. Samuel L. Horst, ed. Richmond: Library of 
Virginia, 1996. Pp. 192. EMU.

Yoder, John Howard. Jesus-Christ et les apötres out encore quelque 
chosen nous dire: qu'allons-nous faire? (Cahiers de Christ Seul; 
1996/1) Montbeliard: Cahiers de Christ Seul, 1996. Pp. 61. 
MLA.

Yoder, John Howard. When war is unjust: being honest in just-war 
thinking. Rev. ed. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Bks., 1996. Pp. 168. 
FRE, MHL.

Yoder, Wanda M. Ricky and the Hammond cousins. Harrisonburg, 
VA: Christian Light, 1996. Pp. 169. MHL.

Zehr, Howard. Doing life: reflections of men and women serving life 
sentences. Intercourse, PÄ: Good Bks., 1996. Pp. 124. MHL,

MLA.
Zook, Don. Summer of 1946 memories. Pitkin, CO: [Author,

1996], 1 packet. MHL.
Zook, Mollie. De la riqueza a le fe: tin viaje repleto de lagrimns. 

Crockett, KY: Rod & Staff, 1996. Pp. 215. EMU, MHL.
Zook, Mollie. Leuchen: hija de fe. Crockett, KY: Rod & Staff, 1996. 

Pp. 158. MHL.

1994-1995

About three: a beginning activity workbook for three-year-olds. 
Topeka, IN: Study Time Publishers, 1995. Pp. 32. MHL.

Abstracts o f Lancaster County Pennsylvania wills: vol. 1 1732-1785; 
vol. 2 1786-1820. Westminster, MD: Family Line Publications, 
1995. 2 v. MHL

The alumni choir o f Freeman Junior College and Academy in concert: 
August 1995 in Pioneer Flail. Sioux Falls: Creative 
Communications, 1995. 1 compact disc. MLA.

Anderson, C. LeRoy. No longer silent: world-wide memories o f the 
children of World War ILautobiographic essays. Missoula: 
Pictorial Histories, 1995. Pp. 370. MLA.

Angulo, Jose Miguel de and Luz Stella Losada. La restauraeiön 
de todas las cosas: misiologt'a biblica integral. 2a ed. Ciudad de 
Guatemala, Guatemala ; Santafe de Bogota, Colombia: 
Ediciones SEMILLA-CLARA, 1995. Pp. 295. MHL.

Anywhere with Jesus: MCC Youth Discovery Team-1995; Zambia, 
Canada and the United States. [Winnipeg]:MCC, 1995.1 sound 
disc. MLA.

Aylmer Amish directory, 1995. Aylmer, ON: Pathway, 1995. Pp.
30. MHL.

Bachman, Helen Goertzen. J.Fl. Coertzcn family history, 1869- 
1994. Newton: Author, 1994. 1 v. MLA.

Barce, Jennifer Wilson. Examining early childhood literacy in cross- 
cultural contexts: a case study in the transition between Amish 
home culture and public school. Thesis (Ph.D.)—Indiana Univ., 
1994. Pp. 194. EMU, MHL.

Barnhart, Shawn. Eberhart/Everhart ancestry in the United States 
of America: a comprehensive manual, 1727-1995. Bowie, MD: 
Heritage Books, 1994. Pp. 148. MHL.

Barnwell Mennonite Church after twenty years, 1973-1993. Steven 
and Cynthia Brubaker, eds. Barnwell, SC: The Church, 1994. 
Pp. 99'. MHL.

Barr, Philip. Teaching for renewal through an inductive Bible study 
course on Galatians at Allensville Mennonite Church. Thesis 
(D.Min.) —Fuller Theological Seminary, 1995. Pp. 248. EMU.

Bauer, David R. Biblical resources for ministry: a bibliography of 
works in biblical studies. 2nd ed., rev. & enl. Nappanee: 
Evangel, 1995. Pp. 144. MHL.

Beachy, Betty K. Emanuel Bit linger, 1S38-1908, and his 
descendants. Decorah, IA: Anundsen, 1995. Pp. 149. MHL.

Beachy, William V. and Betty' K. Beachy. The descendants of 
Abraham B. Beachy and Elizabeth Miller o f Holmes County, Ohio. 
Baltimore: Authors, 1995. Pp. 136. MHL.

Beachy, William V. and Betty K. Beachy. "Strong" John Beachy 
and his descendants. Decorah, IA: Anundsen, 1995. Pp. 211. 
MHL.

Beers, V. Gilbert. The preschoolers Bible. Wheaton, IL: Victor 
Books, 1994. Pp. 431. MHL.

Beers, V. Gilbert. A Biblia da garotada. Campinas, SP: Editora 
Crista Unida, 1995. Pp. 432. MHL.

Becker, Palmer. Called to lead: an introduction to small group 
leadership. Harrisonburg, VA: Mennonite Media Ministries, 
1994. 1 video. MLA.

Becker, Palmer. The ministry of membership preparation. Thesis 
(D. Min.)—Fuller Theological Seminary, 1995. Pp. 200. EMU, 
MHL.

Bergen, Abe. Youth and faith: testing the boundaries. (Faith 
development series) Newton: Faith & Life, 1995. Pp. 32. 
MLA.

Berkey, William Albert and Ruth Berkey Reichley. The Berkey 
book. 2nd ed. Arlington, VA: R.B. Reichley', 1995. Pp. 992.
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MHL.
Biblical theology: problems and perspectives: in honor o f J. Christiaan 

Beker. Steven J. Kraftchick, Charles D. Myers, Jr., Ben C. 
Ollenburger, eds. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. Pp. 336. ML A. 

Biesecker-Mast, Gerald J. Social movement rhetorics o f the Radical 
Reformation. Thesis (Ph.D.)—Univ. of Pittsburgh, 1995. Pp. 
357. MHL.

Bigger steps: an activity book for three-year-olds. Topeka, IN: Study 
Time Publishers, 1995. Pp. 32. MHL.

Bloomfield, Elizabeth. Waterloo Township through two centuries.
Kitchener: Waterloo Historical Society, 1995. Pp. 466. MHL. 

Bon Homme County history. Herbert T. Hoover, Carol Goss 
Hoover, eds. Tyndall, SD: Bon Homme County Historical 
Society, 1994. Pp. 392. MHL.

Bontrager, Ida B. I must walk. [S.l.]: Ida & Edwin Bontrager, 
1994. Pp. 274. MHL.

Bontrager, Miriam. A bowl o f memories: a collection o f stories and 
anecdotes o f the Levi A4. & Ida Schrock family. [Macon, MS]: 
Compiler, 1995. Pp. 152. MHL.

Brandt, Di. Jerusalem, beloved. Winnipeg: Turnstone, 1995. Pp. 
71.FRE, MLA.

Brandywine critters: nature crafts from "a Brandywine Christmas". 
Donna M. Gormel, Lucinda C. Laird, eds. Intercourse, PA: 
Good Bks., 1995. Pp. 92. MHL.

Buckvvalter, Leoda. The road to Clnimba. Nappanee: Evangel, 
1994. Pp. 187. MHL.

The butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker: Jan Luyken's mirrors of 
17th-century Dutch daily life: an exhibition o f draioings and 
prints at the Emily Lowe Gallery, 17 September-31 October, 1995. 
Hempstead, NY: Hofstra Museum, 1995. Pp. 262. EMU. 

Camerata Trajectina. Soulerliedekcns: 16th century secular songs 
and psalm settings from the Netherlands. Castricum: Globe,
1994. 1 compact disc. MHL.

Carson, Nancy and Marianne Wilkat. Surname index 1994.
Calgary: Alberta Family Histories Society, 1994.1 v. MHC. 

Chambers, Mary-Lynn. A time for training wheels: family 
devotions for three to seven year olds. Winnipeg; Hillsboro: 
Kindred, 1995. Pp. 87. MHL.

Changing roles of women within the Christian church in Canada. 
Elizabeth Gillan Muir, Marilyn Färdig Whiteley, eds.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1995. Pp. 391. MHL. 

Chiu, David Kam Talc Costly -worship: a seminar to help members 
of the Conference of Mennonites in British Columbia to pursue a 
better zvorship life. Thesis (D. Min.)—Canadian Theological 
Seminary, 1995. Pp. 183. EMU, MHL.

Christ sent 1946-1993 index. Jean Hege, ed. Montbeliard: Les 
Editions Mennonites; Wissembourg: Association Francaise 
d'Histoire Anabaptiste Mennonite, 1994. 2 v. EMU, MHL. 

Christmas gems. Rosemary Schlabach, Martha Ann Schrock, 
Martha Ann Chupp, Marilyn Schrock, eds. Arthur, IL: 
Christmas Gems, 1995. Pp. 189. MHL.

Clifford, Karen. Genealogy and computers for the advanced 
researcher: pulling it all together. Baltimore: Clearfield, 1995.
Pp. 347. MHL.

Clifford, Karen. Genealogy and computers for the complete 
beginner: the PAF computer program, automated data bases, 
family history centers, local sources. Rev. ed. Baltimore: 
Genealogical Pub. Co., 1995. Pp. 282. MHL.

Clifford, Karen. Genealogy and computers fo r the determined 
researcher. Rev. & expanded ed. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. 
Co., 1995. Pp. 355 + 2 computer discs. MHL.

Cornies, Ingrid. Young adults and faith: expanding the horizons. 
(Faith development series) Newton: Faith & Life, 1995. Pp.
24. MLA.

CPS smokejumpers, 1943 to 1946: v.3. Roy E. Wenger, ed.
Missoula, MT: Wenger, 1995.1 v. MHL.

Daike, Norm. The Henry Dalke family: from Molotschna Colony to 
Aberdeen, Idaho and on. Seattle: Author, [1995?] Pp. 138. MLA. 

Dancing at the wall: re-imagining the church. [Minneapolis]: 
Brethren/Mennonite Council: Church of the Brethren 
Womaen's Caucus, 1995. Pp. 40. MHL.

Davis, Ken. Wie lebe ich mit meinen Ellern — ohne durchzudrehen. 
[Asslar, Germany]: Schulte & Gerth, 1995. Pp. 217. MHL.

Davis, Richard Warren. Emigrants, refugees and prisoners (an aid 
to Mennonite family research). Volume I. Provo, UT: Author, 
1995. Pp. 427. MHL, MLA.

Detweiler, Gideon D. Descendants o f Gideon B. Detweiler and 
Fannie F. Miller Detweiler, 1886-1994. Sugarcreek, OH: Carlisle 
Printing, [1994?]. Pp. 42. MHL.

Detweiler, Gideon D. Descendants of Jacob J. Miller and Katie N. 
(Detweiler) Miller, 1904-1994. Sugarcreek, OH: Carlisle 
Printing, [1994?]. Pp. 41. MHL.

Dick, Lorraine M. First steps for kids. Student guide: lessons to help 
children grow more as Christians. Winnipeg; Hillsboro:
Kindred Productions, 1995. Pp. 36. MHL.

Dick, Lorraine M. First steps fo r kids. Teacher's guide: lessons to 
help children grozo more as Christians. Winnipeg ; Hillsboro: 
Kindred Productions, 1995. Pp. 43. MHL.

Diekmannshenke, Hans-Joachim. Die Schlagwörter der Radikalen 
der Reformationszeit (1520-1536): Spuren utopischen 
Bewusstseins. New York: P. Lang, 1994. Pp. 430. MHL.

The doctrine o f salvation: a study o f the plan and purpose of 
salvation. Ephrata, PA : Eastern Mennonite Publications, 1995. 
Pp. 77. MHL.

Doerksen, John G. As I remember: the story of my life. Altona, MB: 
Friesen Printers, 1995. Pp. 209. MHL.

Dollinger, Gerhard. Für drei Pfennig allerhand: Erinnerungen 
eines Landarztes: fast lauter heitere Geschichten. Stuttgart: 
Betulius, 1995. Pp. 143. MLA.

Drescher-Lehman, Sandra and Joe Hollinger. Lessons for living: 
parables/Sermon on the mount: teacher's guide -with student 
reproducible sheets. (Link youth Bible studies) Scottdale: 
Mennonite Pub. House, 1995. Pp. 72. EMU, MHL.

Driedger, Gerhard. The Werder: the land between the Vistula and 
the Nogat. Lethbridge, AB: Author, 1995. Pp. 159. MHC.

Driver, John. Contra a correute: ensaios de eclesiologia radical. 
Campinas, SP: Editora Crista Unida, 1994. Pp. 194. EMU, 
MHL.

Driver, John. Ouqa Jesus: urn comentdrio sobre o Scrmdo de 
Montanha. Campinas, SP: Editora Crista Unida, 1995. Pp. 122. 
EMU, MHL.

Duckwitz, Mireille. II est vraiment iin ami! Lapalud, France: Les 
Editions Le Phare, 1995. Pp. 48. EMU.

Duckvvitz, Mireille. lls out trouve un secret. Lapalud, France: Les 
Editions Le Phare, 1994. Pp. 48. EMU.

Dueck, Elena R. de. O desenvolvimento de ma nacdo. (Encontros 
com Deus; 3) Campinas, SP: Editora Crista Unida, 1995. Pp. 
33. MHL.

Dueck, Elena R. de. Oprimidos, liberlados e povo. (Encontros com 
Deus; 2) Campinas, SP: Editora Crista Unida, 1995. Pp. 34. 
MHL.

Dueck, Elena R. de. Princtpios, matriarcas epatriarcas. (Encontros 
com Deus; 1) Campinas, SP: Editora Crista Unida, 1995. Pp. 
33. MHL.

Dueck, Elena R. de. Reis e profetas. (Encontros com Deus; 4) 
Campinas, SP: Editora Crista Unida, 1995. Pp. 42. MHL.

Dueck, Elvira. Fie has qualified us: memories o f our parents, Henry 
and Sara Kornelsen. [S.l.]: privately printed, 1995. Pp. 92. FRE.

Dueck, Gerry. Kids for the world: a guidebook for children's mission 
resources. 2nd ed. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1995. 
Pp. 159. MHL.

Dueck, Helene. Durch Trübsal und Not. Winnipeg: Centre for 
Mennonite Brethren Studies, 1995. Pp. 241. FRE, MHC,
MHL, MLA.

Dueck, John W. Prairie pioneer: Writings and genealogy of John W. 
Dueck. [Rosenort, MB]: John W. Dueck Book Committee,
1995. Pp. 382. FRE, MHC, MHL, MLA.

Dueck, Paul. Classic childhood songs on the Celtic harp. 
Leamington, ON: Pauldina Prod, 1995.1 compact disc. MHL.

Duffin, James M. Guide to the mortgages of the General Loan Office 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, 1724-1756. (Genealogical 
Society of Pennsylvania monograph series; 1) [Philadelphia]:
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Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania for the Philadelphia 
Area Consortium of Hereditary and Genealogical Societies, 
1995. Pp. 142. MHL.

Duggirala, Ravindranath. Cultural and genetic determinants of 
lipids and lipoproteins in the Mcnnonite community. Thesis (Ph. 
D.)—University of Kansas, 1995. Pp. 177. MHL.

Dull, Keith A. Early families o f York County, Pennsylvania, Vol. 1. 
Westminster, MD: Family Line Publications, 1995. Pp. 132. 
MHL.

Dyck, Elfrieda and Peter Dyck. Elfrieda and Peter Dyck tell MCC 
stories: A  glad response; The ship that never arrived. Akron: 
MCC, 1995. 2 videocassettes. EMU, FRE.

Dyck, Isaak M. Anfangs Jahre der Mennonitcn in Mexiko.
Cuauhtemoc, MX: imprenta Colonial, 1995. Pp. 90. MHC. 

Dyck, Isaak M. Auswanderung von Canada nach Mexiko: ano 
1922. Cuauhtemoc, MX: Imprenta Colonial, 1995. Pp. 120. 
MHC.

Dyck, Isaak, M. Hinterlassene Schriften vom Ältesten Isaak M. 
Dyck. Cuauhtemoc, MX: Jakob Klassen Fehr, 1994. Pp. 123. 
MHC.

Early marriages o f Stark County, Ohio, vol. 3:1856-1870. Alliance, 
OH: Alliance Genealogical Society, 1995. Pp. 270. MHL.

Ebert, Myrtle V. Wir sind frei! We are fixe!: a Mennonite 
experience: from the Ukraine to Canada: Biographies o f Jacob and 
Frieda Friesen. Scarborough, ON: Lochleven, 1995. Pp. 203. 
FRE, MHC, MHL, MLA.

Eden Menmmite Church centennial cookbook, 1995. Kearney, NE: 
Morris, 1995. Pp. 182. MLA.

Emigration and settlement patterns of German communities in 
North America. Eberhard Reichmann, La Vern J. Rippley, Jörg 
Nagler, eds. Indianapolis: Max Kade German-American 
Center, 1995. Pp. 380. MLA.

English translation o f the Russian 1835 census o f the Motolschna 
villages. [Winnipeg]: Genealogy Committee of the Manitoba 
Mennonite Historical Society, 1995.1 v. FRE, MLA.

Enns, Katharine. Harvest o f new fields, or, The l.P. Neufeld story.
[Inman, KSj: Author, 1995. Pp. 242. MLA.

Epp, Gilbert E. Eppisodes, eppeetera: an autobiography.
Abbotsford, BC: Author, 1995.1 v. MHC.

Die ersten mennonitischen Einwanderer in Paraguay: 
Einwandercrliste 1995. 2. (verb.) Aufl. Abram B. Giesbrecht, 
ed. Loma Plata: Druckerei Friesen, 1995. Pp. 84. MHL.

Esch, Henry D. Life story of H airy D.: an autobiography. Boots 
and Merrill Raber, eds. Newton: Graphic Images, 1995. Pp. 
127. EMU, MHL.

Ewert, David. Entäo virdofim: uma escatologia biblica. Campinas, 
SP: Editora Cristä Unida, 1994. Pp. 205. EMU, MHL. 

Expanding the circle o f caring: ministering to the family members of 
survivors and perpetrators o f sexual abuse. Esther Epp-Tiessen, 
comp. Akron: MCC U.S. Women's Concerns, [1995?]. Pp. 88. 
MLA.

Fast, Karl. Orenburg: die letzte mennonitische Ansiedlung in 
Osteuropa. Winnipeg: Das Bunte Fenster, 1995. Pp. 226. FRE, 
MHL, MLA.

Fehr, Jacob M. De stuck maschien: Low German poems & stories.
[Swift Current, SK: Author, 1994]. Pp. 80. FRE, MHL, MLA. 

Flickinger, Anna Grace. 120-year time line o f Bethel Mennonite 
Church, Inman, Kansas, 1875-1995. [Inman, KS: Author, 1995].
1 v. MLA.

Fogel, Edwin Miller. Beliefs and superstitions of the Pennsylvania 
Germans. 2nd rev. print. Millersville, PA: Center for 
Pennsylvania German Studies, Millersville University, 1995. 
Pp. 242. MHL.

Fogel, Edwin Miller. Proverbs o f the Pennsylvania Germans. 2nd 
rev. ed. Millersville, PA: Center for Pennsylvania German 
Studies, Millersville University, 1995. Pp. 149. MHL.

Folktales o f peace. Akron: MCC, 1995.1 video. MLA.
Foster, Richard J. Celebragilo da disciplina. Guia de estudo.

Campinas, SP: Editora Cristä Unida, 1995. Pp. 99. MHL.
Free indeed. Akron: MCC, 1995.1 video. MLA.
Friesen, Delores. O caminho para o casamento cristäo: doze Hgoes de

aconselhamento para casamento. 2a ed. Campinas, SP: Editora 
Crista Unida, 1995. Pp. 90. EMU, MHL.

Friesen, Heinrich J. Memories from my life. [Winnipeg]: H.J. 
Friesen Famity, 1995. Pp. 198. FRE, MHC, MHL, MLA.

Friesen, John W. Pick one: a user-friendly guide to religion.
Calgary, AB: Detselig Enterprises, 1995. Pp. 256. MHL.

Friesen, John W. You can't get there from here: the mystique of 
North American plains Indians culture & philosophy. Dubuque: 
Kendall/Hunt, 1995. Pp. 147. MHL, MLA.

Friesen, Lauren. Hawk Feather: a play in two acts. Goshen:
Author, 1994. Pp. 103. MLA.

Friesen, Lauren. The Platte River trilogy. [Goshen]: Author, 1995. 
Pp. 98. MLA.

Friesen, Peter. A sheep tale. Ottawa, ON: Centurion Publishing, 
1995. Pp. 16. MHL.

Friesen, Theodore E. Altona centennial history tour July 27-28, 
1995: blochstadt - Neidiergthal - Fort Dufferin - Post Road - Cairn 
at Neu-Anlage - Gretna - Old Altona Village - Altona. [Altona, 
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