


In this Issue

In this post-Holocaust and post Hiroshima world our sensitivities
regarding mass death have become numb. The slaughtering of thou-
sands of human beings—men, women and children, the aged and
the young—nby fellow human beings defies our capacity to compre-
hend. We find difficulty in comprehending both the act of mass mur-
der and the experience of the victims. In this issue the pastor of the
Mennonite church in Heilbronn, West Germany, tells the story of
the destruction of his hometown and where he now serves a con-
gregation. The date is December 4, 1944, six months before the
war’s end. In the days following the December 4 bombing thousands
of graves were dug on the edge of Heilbronn with temporary wooden
markers, each bearing the date of death, December 4, 1944. Diether
Goetz Lichdi recalls the memories of that fateful night and the days
immediately following. Mennonites in other European cities—Rot-
terdam, Hamburg, Berlin—had similar experiences. One will re-
member that Pastor Lichdi was the author of an article on “Nazism
and its Reception by German Mennonites” in the March 1981 issue
of Mennonite Life.

On the back cover of this issue are four photographs of a 1943
bombing of occupied Paris, France. Early in the war the Allies em-
phasized and publicized their precision or pinpoint bombing of mili-
tary targets as illustrated by the Paris bombing. As the war drug
on the Allies resorted to night saturation-bombing of whole towns
as in the December 4, 1944 raid on Heilbronn.

The story of the early years of Tabor College, interwoven with
the leadership of Henry W. Lohrentz, identifies themes which are
akin to those of other Mennonite colleges—Bethel, Bluffton, Goshen,
Freeman—which emerged around the turn of the century. One ob-
serves the drive among a separated, rural, immigrant people for
higher education. One notes the groping, conflict-ridden search for a
working relationship between developing conference bodies and
these new educational institutions. Paul Toews, the author of this
significant study, is Associate Professor of History and Director of
the Center for Mennonite Brethren Studies at Fresno Pacific Col-
lege, Fresno, California.

The extensive bibliography of 1982 publication on the Radical
Reformation and the Mennonites is evidence of the growing volume
of popular and scholarly writing about the Mennonites and related
groups. Add to this a host of articles which appeared this past year
in Mennonite periodicals. Implicit in this task of assembling this
bibliography is the fact that there is a friendly network of collabor-
ation among Mennonite libraries and centers of historical study.
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The Fourth of December, 1944—
The Destruction of Heilbronn

by Dietlier Goetz Liclidi

I was a little boy, aged nine, when schools and other public places were

I left my hometown of Heilbronn
in the fall of 1944 for a hiding place.
The war had come very close during
the last weeks of the year; we could
hear explosions and artillery-fire
carried to us by westerly winds. The
frontline had arrived at the top of
the Vosges Mountains (along the
western border of the Alsace), sixty
miles west of Heilbronn. It seemed
that within the next couple of weeks
the battle line would cross the Neck-
ar Valley on its way eastward.
Hielbronn had experienced several
air raids in the past, including the
devastating raid of September 10,
1944, which had resulted in heavy
losses in lives and homes. The ene-
mies’ activity in the air never ceas-
ed. Single planes with giant demoli-
tion bombs, nicknamed ‘“bomber-
Charlie,” were present without
warning, and made the townsfolk
apprehensive. We spent our nights
and most of the day in the shelters;

closed.1

The war in its sixth year was
obviously coming to an end. The last
German  military activity was
launched on December 16—the so-
called “Ardennes Offensive.” It was
the last desperate attempt to hold
back defeat which had appeared in
prospect two years before at Stalin-
grad and culminated in the invasion
of Normandy by the Allied Forces.
The situation of the population was
hardened by “total war,” the magic
phrase used by Nazi-propaganda to
explain all hardships and miseries.
The pressure of surveillance by the
Nazi Party (especially the Gestapo)
strengthened; living-standards drop-
ped sharply; food supplies de-
creased ; textiles, clothing and shoes
became scarce; it was impossible
even to repair broken windows in
the bombed houses. In some parts of
Germany people began to starve.
Many people were wandering about

in Germany in search of refuge,
particularly those who had lost their
homes in destroyed cities. Some
sought temporary assistance by go-
ing to the countryside where food
was more accessible than in the in-
dustrial centers.

After my younger sister was born
in late September amid the frequent
air-raids, and | had fallen seriously
ill, my mother decided to leave en-
dangered Heilbronn and seek refuge
on a nearby farm estate rented by
a Mennonite farmer.

On Monday evening, December 4,
1944, | heard my mother yelling:
“Fire! Fire!” Both frightened and
curious, | jumped out of bed (I was
still ill) and ran to the window. |
saw a single bright light shoot up
into the dark clouded winter sky.
Later, I learned that this was the
indicator which marked the target.
In a moment, | realized this was
Heilbronn located just about ten
miles northwest. | was chilled and
terrified. A huge number of flares
came down like an umbrella encir-
cling the city. The air had turned
alarmingly silent. 1 knew what was
going to happen. Those flares which
we called “Christmas trees” would
illuminate the town, showing the
air-raiders where to drop their
deadly load. I ran away horrified
and joined the others in the shelter.
There we heard a peculiar noise—
a continuing sound, a rumble; after
awhile the earthen floor in the
shelter began to tremble softly, oc-
casionally as vigorous as the strokes

Scene of Heilbronn, Germany, photo-
graph taken in 1946, approximately
IS months after the bombing.
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of an earthquake. At earlier raids
we had experienced simpler, short
shakings of the ground in the mo-
ment of terror when “bomber-Char-
lie” dropped his bomb. But this was
different—the strokes went on and
on and on. | recall that all of us—
adults and children—kept quiet for
a long time after the trembling
ceased. After dreadful moments we
went upstairs frightened and some-
what relieved. Then we realized that
the night was bright as day. We
looked in the direction where that
fire-shine came from, and we knew
that Heilbronn was burning like a
bonfire.

Heilbronn was a town of 74,000
inhabitants. Its center, the Old City,
was reminiscent of medieval times.
lieilbronn’s importance during this
period of the war was due to the
movement of trains from the east,
the south and the north, channeled
through city marshalling yards to
the war front in the west. Heilbronn
had also in the northern parts an
extended industrial park where tools
and parts for planes, tanks and sub-
marines were manufactured. Food
and catering services were located
in other parts of the town.

Heilbronn was destroyed on De-
cember 4, 1944, by the Number Five
Bomber Group of the British Royal
Air Force. This bomber unit under
the command of Sir Ralph Cochrane
was the most successful: it account-
ed for the destruction of several
German cities. Its most devastating
attack was the burning of Dresden
in February 1945 with approximate-
ly 300,000 deaths. The Number Five
Bomber Group carried the nickname
“Lincoln-Poachers.” The general
policy of this Royal Air Force unit
was to break the morale of the Ger-
man people through the demolition
of their houses and the public sup-
ply-services. The destruction of the
cities was also intended to upset the
soldiers in the field. The casualties
among children, women and aged
people were aimed to undermine the
authority of the waning Nazi re-
gime.

In the Heilbronn operation two
units were commissioned with sepa-
rate tasks. First, 27 Lancaster
bombers should destroy the mar-
shalling area. In this they actually
failed. Second, 283 Lancasters, led
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by the Master Bomber Lieutenant
Colonel Maurice A. Smith (the man
who later was in charge of the Dres-
den raid), were to burn down the
densely populated Old City of Heil-
bronn. The Lancasters had started
between four and five p.m. from
their Lincolnshire bases. They had
loaded 650 tons of high explosives,
including “cookies” (4,000 pound
high capacity bombs and 471 tons in-
cendiary bombs). The Lancaster fleet
was precisely on schedule when it
arrived. Neither anti-aircraft artil-
lery nor the German air force threat-
ened it, although the Lancasters
were unprotected by Mosquito fight-
ers. The Royal Air Force and the
U.S. Air Force were in complete
supremacy of the air space over
Europe. Nevertheless, only 255 Lan-
casters were able to drop their load
on Heilbronn; 28 Lancasters crash-
ed, landed or returned due to tech-
nical problems. They encircled Heil-
bronn before they dropped the first
demolition bomb at 7:20 p.m. The
technique had often been practiced,
and now was masterly delivered.
The Master Bomber in the Mosquito
Dz 518, flying at a height of one
to two thousand feet, had to find
the most vulnerable parts of the
target. He dropped red burning in-
dicators as precisely as possible af-
ter the area was highlighted by
white flares. The “Christmas tree”
flares floated slowly to the ground,
marking the area with glaring bril-
liance. Now the bombers flying at a
height of 10,000 to 12,000 feet could
see where to unload. The Master

bomber below the Lancasters direct-
ed by radio the waves of bombers
crisscrossing over the town, His re-
sponsibility was to hit the target
immediately. If the operation took
too long, the target was covered by
smoke and bombing became quite
inaccurate.

This type of operation had three
phases. First, the demolition bombs
were dropped to uncover the roofs,
break the windows and knock the
doors open. In a few minutes, the
city in flames lay helpless for the
deadly stroke. In phase two, the in-
cendiary bombs with barrels of
phosphate and gasoline splattered
fire all over. In phase three, the raid
kept people nailed down in the
shelters and kept the fire depart-
ment away from the fires. It was
about 7:50 p.m. when Lt. Col. Smith
ordered the Lancasters back home.
Not all of the bomb load was used.
The Lancasters dropped within that
half-hour over Heilbronn about 600
tons of demolition bombs and 290
tons of incendiary bombs in an area
of 1,100 acres. They destroyed
14,390 of the 25,223 housing units
in Heilbronn (57%) and Kkilled
6,530 (9%) of 74,000 people. The
death toll just inside the bombed
area came close to fifty percent.

German city burning after air
bombing attack.



Heilbronn ranked second in loss of
life to the nearby city of Pforzheim
where the deathrate was 16%. Most
of the casualties were women and
children, and about 35,000 people—
nearly half of the population—be-
came homeless. Yet despite the de-
structiveness and demoralizing ef-
fects of the raid, it did not succeed
in destroying the militarily impor-
tant marshalling yards. Further-
more, the bombers did not even at-
tempt to hit the war production
lines in the northern parts of the
city; rather, they hit the food pro-
cessing plants closer to the Old City.
Here, no homes were left, only a
sea of ashes and ruins.

There were no sufficient anti-
air craft artillery in and around
Heilbronn except for some small
cannons which could hit planes up to
a height of 3,000 to 4,000 feet but
were helpless against Lancaster
bombers. From a nearby airfield
fourteen German fighters (Ju 88)
attacked the Lancasters and shot
eleven of them to the ground; three
more Lancasters suffered other acci-
dents on their way home. Alto-
gether, 95 British soldiers were kill-
ed. During the same evening, three
other towns were burned down:
Karlruhe, 40 miles west of Heil-
bronn and very close to the front
line, and Hagen and Hamm in West-
phalia. Nearly thirty years after the
bombing, when a historian question-
ed Master Bomber Maurice A.
Smith about his part in the incident,
Smith explained, "1 merely had to
do my duty,” a statement not unlike
the words of many Nazis tried as
war criminals.

The people in Heilbronn were not
prepared for an air raid of this
magnitude. Although they had suf-
fered several small raids with many
casualties, none was comparable. In
the fall before the fourth of Decem-
ber the Heilbronners had become ac-
customed to living in shelters and to
the commonplace delays and inter-
ruptions on the supply side, as well
as the increasingly threatening news
and unofficial rumors.

Life as usual vanished. Schools,
theaters and some civil administra-
tions were shut down, as teachers,
clerks and retired old men had to
train as “Volkssturn” (home de-
fense force). Ninety-nine alarms

had sounded since October 31, (i.e.,
about one alarm every eight hours)
and most of the people had moved
to private or public shelters or had
abandoned the city. Those who re-
mained in Heilbronn equipped the
shelters with beds, tables, candles
and all kinds of food and heating
materials. The shelters were in the
basements of the houses, either as
family-designed units or big wine-
cellars with an assigned capacity for
several hundred people. Shelters be-
neath houses required a protected
emergency exit to be used in case
the house was destroyed. Those
emergency-exits were built, but
since the steel-doors were not to be
opened from the outside, most of
the shelters became deadly traps.
The shelters offered no protection
against heat and gas asphixiation.

The German civil defense had
failed to evaluate the experiences
from similar raids on Hamburg and
Kassel, both struck in 1943 by com-
bined demolition and incendiary
bombing. The air defense still clung
to the notion of the small- stick
incendiary bombs which could be
extinguished by a clap and a scoop
of sand. As a result they told citi-
zens to stay in the shelters as long
as something was burning and
warned against crumbling ruins in
the open streets. They informed the
people that there would be enough
oxygen to survive a raid for at least
five hours. The air defense officers
were to keep people in the shelters
after a raid until orders were re-
ceived from outside authorities to
unlock the shelters. This order prov-
ed to be fatal.

In the evening on Monday, Decem-
ber 4, the skies were partly cloudy
with scattered showers and temper-
atures above the freezing point. No
rain fell before or after the raid;
rain started the next morning at
2:00 a.m. which reduced the enor-
mous heat of the fire. The early eve-
ning was a good time for the raid:
factories and offices closed at about
6:00 p.m. Many people were leaving
the factories in the north and west
areas for their homes across town.
As a result, many people happened
to be on the streets of the Old City
when at 6:59 p.m. the sirens wailed
the first alarm. At 7:06 p.m. the
final alarm sounded and people

everywhere headed for the shelters.
Not all of them were in a hurry;
some had gotten used to the con-
tinuous alarms and dallied. They
were still in the streets when the
Christmas trees floated down. Fear
and apprehension prevailed, and
many people worried because they
were not at home with their loved
ones. Nobody knew what was going
to happen within the next half hour.
The first bombs exploded in the
maze of the Old City's roofs and
yards at 7:20 p.m.

Those who did not dare before
8:10 p.m. to step out from the as-
sured safety of the shelters into
the blaze and the collapsing ruins
were destined to death by carbon
monoxide or heat. Those who made
their way into the open took a des-
perate risk. The narrow streets,
yards, alleys and lanes of the medi-
eval town were filled with burning
beams, glowing iron-parts, explod-
ing bombs, collapsing stone walls,
blasting sparks and painful smoke.
The escapees were in danger of be-
ing hit by the whirling rubble. Many
could not find their way out of the
chaos in time. Where streets had
once been were now mountains of
bubbling ruins. The earth opened its
mouth and swallowed houses; noth-
ing was in its usual place. Heil-
bronn residents could no longer
recognize the streets which they had
been passing for years; they got
confused and ran towards the burn-
ing houses which meant immediate
death. Those who dared to step out
had a good chance of survival if they
covered themselves with wet blank-
ets as shelter, from the rain of fire.

The people had only a twenty
minute chance to live if they left
the shelters between 7:50 p.m. and
8:10 p.m. against official advice and
in spite of the burning and explod-
ing inferno. They reached safety
only when they managed to find a
fast escape out of the burning area.

We do not know how many risked
flight from the shelters. Although
the casualties in the center of the
raid were high, they would have
been considerably higher than the
estimated 50 percent had not many
people taken the chance to run
through the hell of fire. After 8:10
p.m. the pavement of most of the
streets melted, the stone walls be-
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gan to glow, liquid iron and phos-
phate started to drop from the
ruins, and the smoke became deadly
carbon monoxide. Survival was not
possible anymore. The narrow alleys
lined with dry wood acted as chim-
neys, as heat drove the air upward
and fresh cool air came spitting in
from below. The developing circle
gained momentum and generated the
firestorm, a deadly hurricane of
flames, heat and gas. The velocity
of the firestorm was estimated at
140 miles per hour or 200 feet per
second. The firestorm, with its phe-
nominal air pressure, tore off trees
and bushes quite removed from the
Old City. People in the targeted
area began to die after 8:15 p.m.
because of a lack of oxygen, collaps-
ing walls and vaults, flames, and
heat. The temperatures in the shel-
ters are assumed to have climbed
up to 200 degrees centigrade or
higher. The various causes of death
were easily determined: the victims
of the heat had shrunk to half size;
the gassed ones had flushed faces,
some like cherries. Death had come
suddenly: children playing with
toys, men standing together in con-
versation, a dispatcher holding the
receiver to his ear, and men clutch-
ing axes as if prepared to break
their way out.

The firestorm raged for about
four hours and came to an end
around midnight. It gradually slow-
ed down and the colors of the fire
changed from white to deep red. The
burning ceased after 2:00 a.m. In
some areas, the fire glowed for six
weeks beneath the ashes and flared
up whenever a helpful wind incited
it. Many houses in Heilbronn out-
side the ring of fire were no longer
inhabitable. Roofs were uncovered,
walls crushed, and doors and win-
dows broken. Electricity and gas
were not available and a critical
shortage of food, water, medicine
and blankets ensued. Heilbronn be-
came a dead city. Survivors left
town almost immediately and gen-
eral plundering of the area followed,
including the robbing of unburied
corpses.

A longer range impact of the
bombing was the trauma on the en-
vironment. Land to the east and
south of the city was buried be-
neath “black snow”: dust and ashes
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covering houses and gardens, fields
and woods. During the following
days miscellaneous materials were
collected from the firestorm area,
including invoices, marriage cer-
tificates and archival documents. A
ribbon of carbonized paper reached
all the way to Dinkelsbuhl, about
80 miles east of Heilbronn.

Beginning on the night of Decem-
ber 4, charity and mutual aid be-
came an important part of the Heil-
bronn story. Many people from sur-
rounding villages arrived in search
of friends and relatives. They work-
ed together in the burning city to
move exhausted and wounded vic-
tims to safe shelters. Other sur-
vivors found their way out of town
without help and sought safety in
rural areas. Nearby villages and
hamlets were overcrowded in a
short time. Assistance from the au-
thorities was sporadic at best—the
people of Heilbronn were on their
own even after the bombing had
ceased.

Later, the authorities erected an
“honorary cemetery,” Ehrenfried-
hof, for the victims, but it took
several months to rescue and bury
all corpses. Their cadaverous smell
was present in the Neckar Valley
as well as in remote valleys of the
Swabian Wood until the spring of
1945. Retrieval of the corpses and
the clearing of ruins was hindered
by unexploded bombs, called “blind

walkers,” (Blindganger). The last
bomb was found and deactivated in
1959,

Eyewitness reports

The following eyewitness reports
give further impressions about how
survivors and other people involved
reflected on the events of the Heil-
bronn bombing. The person in the
observation post in the spire of St.
Kilian Church survived to report:

“A terrifying hail of bombs began.
... As in an earthquake the tower
trembled and staggered beneath our
feet. These horrible seconds became
eternities. In a flash | remembered
my whole life. Almost unconsciously
we expected at every moment a
catastrophe: the breaking of the
tower, pulling us into the depth.
We closed our eyes . . . Suddenly
there rolled a terrible thunderclap
very close to us. | felt a heavy
blow against my face and had the
peculiar impression of having lost
my head. In the next second we were
catapulted by the shock waves of air
pressure—similar to the howling of
a powerful hurricane—into the
spiral staircase. When it broke we

A small section of the list of dead
citizens of Heilbronn, killed during
World War Il—most dying Decem-
ber i, 19fi.

APELT, Martin, vcrh., Ufa-Thcaterleiter,*6.3.1900, M&nchseestr.68 t 4. 12. 1944
Ottilie, Ehefrau, * 29. 11. 1910, M6nchseestr. 68 t 4.12.1944
Jirgen, Kind, * 21. 4. 1919, Mdnchseestr. 68 t 4.12.1944
Ulrich, Kind, * 2. 6. 1940, Mdnchseestr. 68 t 4.12. 1944
Hartmut, Kind, * 15. 9. 1942, Mdnchseestr. 68 t 4. 12. 1944

APFELBACH, Johanna, Witwe, * 21. 1. 1863, Gr. Metzgergasse 26 { 4. 12. 1944

APIN-APINIS, Herta, verh., Hausfr., * 31. 10. 1903, Herbststr. 11 { 9. 12. 1944

APPRILIA, Vorname unbekannt, Geburtsort Lausach t 4 12. 1944

ARLITT, Alma, verh., Hausfrau, * 26. 1. 1921, Turmstr. 26 t 4.12.1944
Hans-Dieter, Kind, = 26. 3. 1943, Turmstr. 26 t 4 12 1944

ARMBRUSTER, Friedrich, verh., Oberfeldwebel, * 12. 12, 1919,

Deutschhofstr. 13 4.12. 1944
Margarete, Ehefrau, * 23. 11. 1919, Deutschhofstr. 13 t  4.12. 1944
Peter, Kind, >24. 2. 1944, Deutsdihofstr. 13 t 4.12.1944

ARMBRUSTER, Johannes, verh., Sattler, * 26. 5. 1898,

Gr. Metzgergasse 26 t 4.12.1944
Paula, Ehefrau, * 22. 12. 1902, Gr. Metzgergasse 26 t 4. 12,1944
Sicglinde, Schulerin, * 30. 6. 1931, Gr. Metzgergasse 26 t 4. 12.1944

ARNOLD, Adolf, verh., Kaufmann,!f30. 9. 1888, Karlstr. 39 t 4. 12 1944
Eugenie, Ehefrau, * 3.12. 1899, Karlstr. 39 t 4.12.1944
Irmgard, led., Burogehilfin, * 20. 4. 1927, Karlstr. 39 t 4,12, 1944



were pulled down.” The writer re-
ports that he was buried in the
ruins together with his comrade who
died within hours. He himself was,
rescued by friends the next day.2

A journalist published another
survivor’s account:  “Our office
building . . . had a big shelter. . . .
It had exits on four sides providing
safe escape in the event of a bomb.
The first bombs set fire to the
houses in our neighborhood. When
we opened the windows . . . smoke,
heat and a rain of sparks intruded.
Beds, mattresses and other inflam-
mables were removed. We turned to
the main exit but the staircase had
collapsed from a heavy strike and
the iron door was mangled. The up-
ward exit was locked. Our attempt
to break through the wall with pick
and chisel failed after a few hope-
less tries. We turned to the exits of
the opposite side of the building.
When we opened the protective iron
windows we suffered a flood of
smoke, heat and sparks, causing us
to shut the windows again. Finally
we turned to the exit . . . which led
to a tunnel shaft to the street. With
horror we realized that a bomb had
hit this exit also. 1 was crushed by

falling stones and lost my conscious-
ness. After some hours | awoke and
heard . . . two of my fellow sufferers
asking: ‘Is there anybody alive?’
Around me was deadly silence. |
answered and crawled in the direc-
tion of the voices, across corpses of
men, women and children lying over
each other.” The survivor then de-
scribed how he and two others dug
their way into another room where
they could not detect an exit. They
shouted repeatedly for help. After
fourteen hours they were rescued.
“Now | realized,” he reported later,
“that my leg was completely burn-
ed, stripped of flesh down to the
bones. The bones of my foot were
completely carbonized.”3

The pastor of St. Nikolai Church
gave another report. To save
his medieval church he hurried
there at the first alarm. In the
church he was hit by the air pres-
sure of a demolition bomb and
slung against a wall. When he re-
covered he realized the urgency of
finding an opening through the
ocean of fire. After several tries
he succeeded, but was aghast at the
sight when he reached home. “The
entire front of the building has been

blown off from the roof down to
the foundation. | am terribly fright-
ended. What happened to the resi-
dents of the shelter? Are they still
alive? ... | drag myself to the
emergency exit. All doors are lock-
ed from the inside. There is but one
possibility—to knock on the doors
for warning. Nearby is a piece of
wood. When | reach for it | recog-
nize for the first time that my arms
hang loose in a strange manner.
They are no longer in my com-
mand.”

The pastor tried in vain to find
someone. After long hours of wan-
dering he was picked up by a Red
Cross unit and taken to safety.
Later he learned that his wife and
children had suffocated behind the
very door on which he sought to
pound a warning.

My mother, Dr. Elisabeth Lichdi,
wrote about the raid several weeks

A shepherd with his flock amid the
ruins of Heilbronn, the 18th century
Kilianskirche in the background.
Photograph from 1946.
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later: “On the walls of the destroy-
ed houses, you can read moving
stories such as: “We are alive and
are in ... or ‘All are dead. Where
is Mr. ... V A long list of names
was written on a ruin in the Karls-
strabe—all dead. . . . The big shelt-
ers downtown could not be cleared
of the corpses, so they were burned
out with flame throwers. The shelt-
ers became modern crematories.” In
another letter she wrote: “Since no
phone worked, Helmut drove into
town the next morning with his car-
riage full of food. In the evening he
returned quite agitated: he told of
the bad news and prepared himself
to return right away to pick up
some homeless persons. ... Mom ar-
rived that evening: she had saved
nothing but a purse. Fortunately
she had put on her good fur coat
before going downstairs into the
shelter. | helped her out of the coat
and recognized a strong odd odor.
Lodged in the collar of the coat was
a lump of black pitch which reeked
of phosphate. | was frightened be-
cause she must have walked through
a rain of fire; had it hit the skin
of her neck she would have burned.
All night long she lay whimpering,
unable to calm down. It took an-
other day before she could tell me
what had happened. She had left
the shelter in time and spent the
following night beneath the floor
of a terrace where she was protected
from sparks and other objects fly-
ing through the air. When the next
day dawned she wandered among
corpses, ruins, mountains of rubble
and craters of bombs. After a long
time she reached a safe refuge with
relatives.”

The following accounts were of-
fered by eyewitnesses and were
later published :4

A. Renz reported: “We were
twelve persons in the shelter: two
men, four women and six children.
Shortly after locking the emergency
exit we heard the first explosions.
... We laid down on the floor, fear-
ing the arches of the ceiling would
fall on us. Again an explosion: the
light went off, the children began
crying. . Suddenly we heard
chopping, knocking and calling from
the shelter next to us. . . . Men in
our shelter broke through the wall
with our axes. Now twenty-five peo-
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ple invaded. ... All of them had
fear of death written on their faces.
... After a while three men and six
children climbed outside. They ran
through the firestorm to safety but
suffered heavy burn wounds. We re-
mained in the shelter; | was the
only man left. Around nine o’clock
Miss B. and | tried to find help. We
dipped our blankets into water.
When | left the shelter the fire-
storm had decreased but the rain
of sparks continued furiously. Miss
B. became afraid, returned, and
locked the door. I continued looking
for help but could only move slow-
ly. The streets were barricaded by
stones, burning beams and tangled
wires. On both sides the houses were
aflame. The roaring of the firestorm
filled the air. Walls were crumbling.
Gutters, bricks and tiles whirled
around as if driven by unseen
forces. In the boulevard all trees
were burning. ... | met an officer
and ten men who were ready to
help me. . . . With difficulty we
reached the shelter. Two hours had
passed since my absence. Six of the
twenty-eight who had stayed behind
were already dead, the rest uncon-
scious. More died enroute to the
hospital and only seven of the group
survived.

A. Weller reports: “l realized
that all of us were going to die. |
lay on the upper bunk holding my
five-year-old daughter in my arms

and lost consciousness. Three days
later | woke up in the hospital. 1 had
been rescued by my brother around
midnight. My little girl and my
mother were dead and my father
died later.”

Mennonites in Heilbronn
About twenty Mennonites
lived in Heilbronn. Some had left
the town before the air raid. None
died in the raid, though most of
them lost their homes and posses-
sions. The first Mennonites to es-
cape the city after the raid fled to
the home of a Mennonite farmer. A
Mennonite preacher was among the
first to arrive shortly after the raid
in the burning city. He rode his
bicycle about eight miles, but was
unable to get into the downtown
area because of the firestorm and
the smoke. Instead, he joined a
group of volunteers in fighting a
house fire. When they ran out of
water, they used cider stored in
the cellar to extinguish the fire.
Early the next morning, several
Mennonite farmers came to town
with horses and wagons, bringing
food, straw and blankets. They
searched for brethren and friends,

Swedish-fabricated building on left
given to Heilbronn Mennonite con-
gregation as a neighborhood house.



picked up the homeless and took
them home. Using wagons, they
rescued some of the furniture from
damaged houses which otherwise
would have been ruined by rain and
snow or might have been stolen by
plunderers. The Mennonite escapees
in general were more fortunate than
other Heilbronners because they
were immediately taken in by neigh-
boring Mennonite families. The Men-
nonite farmers, primarily renters of
large estates, also aided and gave
refuge to other homeless citizens.
Nevertheless, it was difficult for
most of them to board more than a
few of the Heilbronn homeless be-
cause most of their rooming capaci-
ty had already been filled with
evacuees from the western parts of
Germany. The Mennonites donated
food generously to families and in-
dividuals during the last crucial
month of the war.

Nadja Landes, wife of Christian
Landes, chairman of the Conference
of the South German Mennonites
(Verband), lived eight miles north
of Heilbronn. She reported: "When
the bombardment began we headed
for the shelter. We heard an infer-
nal noise and could feel the air
pressure of the exploding bombs.
After the raid came to an end we
realized that bombs were continuing
to explode. . . . When we left the
shelter we saw a great brightness.
It was the fire raging at Heilbronn.
We tried to phone friends in the
city. No one answered, and the
deathlike silence alarmed us. Ob-
viously all connections had been
severed. When we called a butcher
in a nearby village his wife an-
nounced the arrival of refugees from
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Heilbronn. She reported that the
town was a lake of fire. Crying, she
said, ‘The town is burning, the
houses as well as the streets, every-
thing. . . .” The next day Christian
drove to Heilbronn with a horse and
wagon loaded with bread and milk.
Years later we encountered strang-
ers still thankful for the food. Chris-
tian searched for friends and ac-
quaintances. Over the course of the
day our house filled with homeless
refugees. ... He also took a tractor
to the destroyed city to rescue furni-
ture and belongings from the shel-
ters of the homeless. All over the
city were corpses and ruins. The
corpses were carried out of the
shelters by soldiers and were care-
lessly thrown on trucks and then
transferred to a common grave.”
Although the town was devas-
tated, air raids and bombing con-
tinued on a broad scale. It was a
waste of munitions, gasoline and
time, for the only effect was to
churn the ruins over and over again.
The goal of the Allied Forces was
to use further air raids as a means
of demoralizing the German people
rather than of destroying the Ger-
man war potential. The enemy be-
came more concerned with the com-
pounding of the terror than with
ending the war swiftly. The victims
of this strategy were civilians, pri-
marily women, children, aged and
disabled persons. The bombing of
Heilbronn was only a small part of
this sad story. Furthermore, the
German authorities, the Nazi re-
gime, became an accomplice to the
terror, as they failed to respond
effectively to the firestorm attack.
Heilbronn did provide a lesson, how-

ever, to those in charge of Wirttem-
berg. The authorities decreed that
everyone must leave the shelters im-
mediately after a raid. This helped
to lessen the casualties when the city
of Ulm was attacked two weeks later
on December 17. Although Ulm suf-
fered a raid of similar dimensions
there were only 707 casualties. A
significant result of the disaster at
Heilbronn, Ulm and other towns
was that even the staunchest sup-
porters of Nazism realized that the
regime was ending.

The pain of the Heilbronn sur-
vivors persisted, particularly in the
vivid memories of that night, De-
cember fourth. And yet, as time
passed and the ruins vanished, a
new Heilbronn was constructed in
a relatively short time. The culmi-
nation of the rebuilding effort came
in 1965 with the consecration of
the reconstructed Church of St
Kilian.

The hours of desperation and
death revealed some important as-
pects of human nature. We witness-
ed examples of compassion and char-
ity and at the same time saw the
outbreak of reckless egotism and
criminal instincts. We know of many
people in the same situation in the
same shelter lying side by side: one
died and one was saved, one fighting
in vain for survival and the other
sacrificing himself for a stranger.
We do not know any explanation for
an individual's death or survival.
The apoealytic event of December
4, 1944, shows God the Almighty
handling the world in justice and
grace. He allows men to become
guilty and he saves men without
any apparent justification. He shows
mercy where he wills and he pities
whom he chooses. "I have raised you
up for this purpose to exhibit my
power in my dealings with you, and
to spread my fame over all the
world.” (Romans 9:17 and Exodus
9:16). To Him be praise and glory
for ever!

ENDNOTES
1.1 wish to asknowledge two sources for
the account of the Heilbronn bombing:

W. Steinhilber, Heilbronn—Die schwer-

sten Stunden der Stadt (Hielbronn: n.p.,

1961), and K. H. Mistele, "Die Geschich-

te eines Luftangriffs auf Heilbronn (4
December 1944)” in Jahrbuch 27/1973
Historischer Verein Heilbronn.
. A Gloeggler, "Der Letzte Wachter von
St. Kilian." Heilbronn: n.p., 1949.

R. Bauer, "Heilbronner Tagebuehblaet-
ter." Heilbronn: n.p., 1949.
4. W. Steinhilber.

woN

MENNONITE LIFE



Henry W. Lohrenz and Tabor College

by Paul Toews

|

There are not many Grecian
buildings on the plains of Kansas.
Yet in the small village of Hillshoro
stands a college building, erected by
rural Mennonites, some fifty years
removed from the Russian steppes,
that could stand in Athens. The
Tabor administration building with
its urns, modified doric and ionic
pillars and facade is an impressive
structure worthy of the style and
aesthetic taste of the ancient Greeks.
It may have been built by peasants
one generation removed from the
sod house, but it was conceived by
a folk whose imagination was ob-
viously large.

Mennonites are a people who his-
torically prized the virtues of sim-
plicity and humility. Architectural
ostentatiousness, high culture and
refined sensibilities hardly seem ap-
propriate for a people who have
wandered over the face of the earth
in search of a corner where they
could practice their demanding re-
ligious faith.

The Grecian building which re-
placed the original administration
building that burned in 1918, how-
ever surprising, becomes compre-
hensible when placed within the
progressive ideal present at the
founding of the college. The most
clearly articulated statement about
the educational philosophy that in-
spired the creation of Tabor is a
1944 address given by Henry W.
Lohrenz, the founding president of
Tabor. It was fitting that on his
last Tabor Day, before his death in
1945, he would recall the inspiration
of the early 1900s. The aims were
threefold: "to make the benefits of
a liberal education available to the
youth of our people”; “to provide
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trained leadership to the churches
that would support the school”; and
“to give preparation for certain vo-
cations.”l Behind those three pri-
mary aims was a view of the world
in which faith and intellect, faith
and work, and the church and the
world were linked together. The lib-
eral education envisioned is one that
saw no conflict between the find-
ings of scholarship and the truths
of scripture. An elevated mind, one
trained in the classics of literature,
awakened by the findings of science
could more clearly understand the
scriptures. Lohrenz’s affirmation of
the liberal arts was categorical:
“There is nothing that can substi-
tute for a good liberal education . . .
this enrichment is something that is
of far greater value than any ma-
terial possession. . . . There are no
earthly goods that a father can
leave to his child which are of great-
er value than an education of the
right kind.”2 Tabor meant to offer
the right kind to the youth of the
church. It would link learning and
faith together to produce people of
“nobility and character.”3

The concern to provide trained
leadership was essentially a hope
for unity in the churches. Tabor
would provide a place where the
leadership of the church could be
socialized into a similar set of re-
ligious and cultural values and ex-
pectations. This would maintain
“unity of aim and spirit in our
churches.” Without that shared
training the churches would be hard
pressed to keep both “the unity of
the Spirit and the bond of peace.”4

The concern for vocational prepa-
ration linked the emerging academy

12

and college into the larger world of
work. Training in the professions—
teaching, medicine, nursing, busi-
ness, expression, home-making and
many other vocations—was part of
the work of the church. Lohrenz
hoped that every student would go
forth “to occupy a larger sphere of
service than otherwise would have
been possible.” His vision of Chris-
tian faith included the obligation
that "every person tend to his busi-
ness and work with his own hands.”
Here is a commitment to a worldly
activism. Tabor graduates had work
to do in the world.5

The 1944 statement is, however,
incomplete. A fourth aim, although
unstated in 1944, was very much
present both at the beginning in
1908 and in subsequent years: Loh-
renz hoped that the General Confer-
ence of Mennonite Brethren Church-
es would own the school. It might
start as a regional enterprise, but
the expectation was that the school
would win the full acceptance and
thereby support of the churches.
Lohrenz was committed to the lib-
eral arts tradition, but he was also
a conference loyalist committed to
building an institution that the con-
ference would embrace.6

Henry W. Lohrenz, together with
P. C. Hiebert and others, was both
founder of Tabor in 1908 and its
first president from 1908 to 1931
He is as complex and paradoxical a
person as the contradictory imagery
of an Athenian Mennonite. Bom of
immigrant parents he moved in edu-
cational, religious and political cir-
cles far beyond the boundaries of
the immigrant world. Tied in his
youth to the landscape of Reno and
Marion counties, he felt at home in
the universities of the nation’s ur-
ban centers. Born only fourteen
years after the divisive split be-
tween the Brethren and the Kirch-
liche in Russia, he experienced fra-
ternity and friendship with the Gen-
eral Conference Mennonites, the
American heirs of the Kirchliche,

Henry W. Lohrentz, c. 1916.

and even took refuge at Bethel Col-
lege when.Tabor floundered. A re-
served man, almost shy, who never
sought leadership,.he became a lead-
er in the Mennonite Brethren as few
before or after him. His lifelong
intellectual passions were science
and religion in an age when the two
seemed mutually exclusive and
threatened the stability of many a
religious college and denomination.
He possessed a deeply pious and de-
vout soul that was hinged to a clas-
sical mind. Little did he know in
1908 that these commitments would
be severely tested. The liberal arts
college could be built, but the Gen-
eral Conference adoption could not
be secured during his twenty-three
years as president. Science and re-
ligion, even at Tabor, came to be
seen with mutual suspicion. The
spacious and constricted elements of
his imagination and his people would
disagree. Much of his presidency
was an attempt to maintain an
equilibrium between these varying
positions. In the end that equilibri-
um was lost. But the story of the
loss is not the story of Lohrenz
alone. The paradoxes are not per-
sonal but are rather part of the
social biography of his people.

1

The commitment to the liberal
arts produced very quickly a college
with a remarkable progressive quali-
ty. In the initial year, 1908-1909,
forty-four different classes were of-
fered in fields as diverse as Bible,
Music, Business, Penmanship, Ger-
man, Mathematics, Natural Science,
English, Literature, History and
Psychology.7 By 1912 the range of
courses had expanded to also include
Greek, Latin, French, Geography,
Sociology, Political Science, Politi-
cal Economy, Accounting, Physics,
Art, Vocal and Instrumental Music.8

As the curriculum expanded so
did the student organizations. The
first was the Olympian Literary So-
ciety, founded during the inaugural
year for the purpose of fostering “a
desire for good literature and high
literary achievements.” The Debat-
ing Club followed in 1909, The
YMCA and YWCA were founded in
1910 and 1911. The Student Volun-
teer Movement, more frequently call-
ed the Mission Band, began in 1914.
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In addition to these academic and re-
ligious organizations, a layer of po-
litical associations emerged in the
early years. The Intercollegiate Pro-
hibition Association and the Reform
League both were part of the young
college scene by 1912.9

These student organizations like
other elements of the college point
to its connectedness with the larger
cultural, political and religious
world. While the YMCA, YWCA
and Student Volunteer Movement
were clearly devoted to the moral
and spiritual nurture of their mem-
bers, they were also heirs of the
social activism of the nineteenth
century American evangelicalism.
These organizations at the national
level were part of the crusading
temperament in American protes-
tantism at the turn of the century.
Devoted primarily to world mission
and evangelization they also worked
with considerable effort at the re-
form and purification of American
culture. They were a bridge that
linked the religious conservative
with the political progressives. This
was the era when the theological
liberals and conservatives could still
agree on the promise of America.
The ideal common to the American
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puritan and evangelical past of
building a Christian civilization was
still shared by people of both per-
suasions. The war had not yet crush-
ed the liberal dream of the “king-
dom” and the profanization of
American culture had not challenged
the conservative hope for a moral
order.

Progressivism was the culminat-
ing expression of a culture that had
long understood and defined itself
by Protestant moralism. The pro-
gressives assumed that a previous
American righteousness could be
either continued or restored by their
appeals to conscience and civic mor-
ality. Progressivism was the social
conscience of American Protestant-
ism during its most expansive
time.10

The late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries are full of Prot-
estant crusaders liking with the po-
litical reform or progressive tradi-
tion. Organizations like these stu-
dent groups could be orthodox in
theology yet liberal in their embrace
of the American national promise.11

These progressive sentiments are
present elsewhere in the college. The
first annual issued in 1916 and cov-
ering the first eight years of the

school is a revealing document and
a commentary on, what for Menno-
nites, seems an interesting and per-
haps even strange veneration of cul-
tural and political traditions and the
progressive spirit of the early twen-
tieth century. The class members of
1913 are each characterized by a set
of terms. Included are these descrip-
tions: hopeful optimist; revolution-
ary, undecided and skeptical; a vi-
vacious, versatile pedagogue; cold,
haughty and distant; energetic, ac-
tive and progressive; doubtfully op-
timistic.”12 The class of 1915 is
characterized by a set of terms that
are to define the entire class. The
complete set of terms reads: “Clas-
sical, socratic, calm, healthy, con-
genial, strong, enthusiastic, tri-
umphant, prominent, hospitable,
benevolent, didactic, liberal, implic-
it, humble, amiable, accurate, frank,
heedful, specific, subjective, unblem-

ished, non-resident, modest, pre-
mier, joyful, sociable, persever-
ent.”13

Students and faculty of Tabor Col-
lege, 1915-16. P. C. Hiebert is eighth
from left and H. W. Lohrentz,
ninth.



Both sets of descriptions are the
language of the early twentieth cen-
tury with its faith in itself, its
skepticism, its irreverence about
many inherited cultural traditions.
It is also the language of the liberal,
humane and cultured class. It is
hardly the language of the Menno-
nite congregation. Neither is it pro-
fane language. It is the language of
an era that was able to be both cos-
mopolitan and Christian, both sac-
red and secular, both moralistic and
pious.

The class predictions of the early
years further suggest how these
early Tabor students simultaneous-
ly inhabited the worlds of faith and
national cultures. Peering into the
future to determine where the mem-
bers of a class will eventuate sug-
gests the range of the imagination
when unbounded by reality, the so-
cial and professional aspirations of
the youth looking for productive
lives. The 1910 college class looking
towards 1960, fifty years after
graduation, includes an imaginary
dialog between two members of the
class. The conversation turns to the
recent trip of one who has just re-
turned from visiting Europe. A few
days stop in Northern Germany in-
cluded a stay at the home of Ren-
etta Schulz. Her husband, the Gen-
eral Field Marshal August von
Lohengrin, was a German war hero
from the last Russo-German war.
Frau Renetta von Lohengrin
through her devotion and sacrifices
to the wounded soldiers had also
won a place in the heart of the Ger-
man people. They were known as
the "Grand OId Couple” in Berlin
circles.14 The embrace of the future
even included the German military.

The class of 1917, appearing in
1945, includes one who has just fin-
ished a distinguished term as Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, a sec-
ond who as Secretary of the Treas-
ury after the close of the great Eur-
opean war had so distinguished him-
self that he "is admired by the
whole world.” Another’s poetry had
won her the honor of poet laureate
of the twentieth century and an
artist’s work had "accomplished the
true art, that is to crystallize emo-
tion into thought.”15

The class poem for the 1915 grad-
uates even more clearly symbolizes
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this engagement with the affairs of
the world. It is a poem of thirteen
stanzas written by a member of the
class. Included are the following
verses:

“Perhaps there is among our members
one, )
Who by keen arguments in congress

alls
Will solve hard problems, pining long

bePun
And blot same evil that his land ap-
palls.

Or, others with a bleeding heart will
move

The wicked from their broad destruc-
tive way,

Direct their misled thoughts of joys
alone,

And bring on hearts of winter day of
May.

Or, some will rule Muses’ mountain
crest

Word into swinging rime or charming
prose

Responding feelings nursed by na-
ture’s breast

And wreathe for others many a flush-
ing rose.

A warm'farewell we bid to our friends
all;
The evening dumbs the voices of the

air;

The world extends to us her pleading
call

To go for service and make her more
fair.”16

Politics and poetry did not claim
most of the early graduates. Rather
they went into education. Seventy-
five percent of the graduates of the
first eight years went on to gradu-
ate school. Ninety-four percent of
the next ten year’s graduates took
further schooling.17 Renetta Schulz,
in 1922 could report of the 1910-
1912 graduates that forty-five per-
cent earned Master's degrees and
sixteen percent had Ph.D’. Of those
first three years, eighty-eight per-
cent of the graduates were teachers,
fifty-six percent were college pro-
fessors.18 Many went to the nation’s
finest universities. By 1920 A. A
Groening, Henry Schenkofsky and
Tina Harms were studying at Berk-
ley; P. S. Goertz (an earlier Mc-
Pherson graduate), Adolf Frantz,
M. H. Schlichting and A. J. Harms
were at Yale Divinity School; Gus-
tave Nikkei was at Northwestern
University; A. R. Ebel was at the
Art Institute of Chicago and the
Boston Museum of Art; C. C. Janzen

and many others were at the Univer-
sity of Kansas. If the educational at-
tainments were remarkable, Renetta
Schulz could also comment of these
early graduates that 100 percent
were church members and 88 per-
cent were still active in the YMCA
or YWCA. 19

The progressive spirit nourished
also a specific identification with
cultural and national achievements.
The retention of German culture is
a frequent theme among the Men-
nonite immigrants and their first
generation descendants. While some
may have argued for the cultural
continuity on the grounds that Ger-
man was the language of the soul
and of familiar religious discourse,20
others wished for its preservation
because of its linkage to a noble
culture. An unidentified writer in
the Tabor College Herold (Novem-
ber 1916) argued for the mainte-
nance of the German language be-
cause it would show "weakness of
character” to "forget that we come
from the noblest stock in the world.
What nationality can boast of nobler
ancestry? The Trustees were a
strong and healthy race. They were
pure and honest of heart and had
the noblest aspirations. After they
accepted the Christian religion,
there were no other people more
true to the faith.”2l The loss of the
German language, in these odes to
German culture, seemed to presage
the loss of cultural and religious vi-
tality. The German people had com-
bined culture, political and religious
achievements in a way that suggest-
ed the vitality of any one was to be
found in connection with the pres-
ence of the others. The linkage made
it as easy to applaud the political/
eeonomic/cultural achievements as
it was to praise their religious de-
votion.

Lohrenz as early as 1901 in a
speech to the German Verein at Mc-
Pherson college linked the prepetu-
ation of German culture with the
retention of religious faith. The
point of the intersection between
the two was not that German was
the language of faith but that it was
the language of a superior culture.
American and German culture had
many elements which were honor-
able and could be recommended to
Mennonite people. German culture
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should be respected because Ameri-
can culture “will be almost always
misunderstood by those who despise
their own culture, who stir it into
the dirt and spoil their Christentum
along with their Deutschtum. There-
fore it is the duty of every German

. to disseminate German ways of
thinking and true Christianity at
the same time.”2

The German who had no self-
esteem about his own culture would
be unable to appreciate the noble
aspects of American culture. But be-
yond this affection for cultural de-
velopment seems to lie the pervasive
American belief that religious, cul-
tural and political development were
interrelated. If that were true in a
general rather than specific way
then one could applaud either Amer-
ican or German developments.

That linkage become more ap-
parent with the increasing vener-
ation of American culture. Much
as Germany was exalted because
of its high culture and religiosity,
so American society was worthy of
patriotic affection. In successive is-
sues of the Herold, in 1916, J. H.
Lohrenz and Adolf Franz exhorted
the college community to be hope-
ful of America’s future. For Loh-
renz, brother to I-l. W. Lohrenz,
America was the bulwark of free-
dom, prosperity and virtue in the
world. This prominence had been
achieved as "true patriots fought
for the stars and stripes.” This
birthright of true liberty and jus-
tice would be preserved for future
generations. The article closed with
the rhetorical flourish: “Today we
stand at the height of prosperity.
Shall this Republic continue its
progress? Shall we protect our na-
tion’s life and warrant its stand for
the future?” The answer was self
evident. The preservation of morali-
ty, civilization and cultural attain-
ments were linked.23

Frantz pressed the linkage fur-
ther. Christianity by solving the
social, political and cultural prob-
lems of American society would po-
sition the nation for bringing the
gospel to the farthermost corners
of the earth. The nation had become
the ark of the covenant, the bearer
of good tidings. In its hands lay the
destiny of the world. He would write
“such then are our opportunities for
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the future. Will we dare to grasp
them? Will we lead the world in the
things which are noble and just? It
is ours to dare and do; it is ours
to neglect and rue. In our hands lie
the momentous issues of the future.
We will pay the price, we will dare
and do.”4

Frantz’s confidence was shared.
For P. F. Wall, many years mathe-
matics instructor at the college and
interim president after Lohrenz de-
parture in 1931, Christianity and
civilization were interwined in ways
that made the building of American
society part of one’s contribution to
the evangelization of the world.
Those nations that were civilized
were so because of Christian con-
victions. The uncivilized were so be-
cause of their unbelief. The logic
was that since faith and civilization
were hinged together one was
obliged to value civilization. It buf-
fered the demise of faith.5

Education in this environment
which linked morality, culture and
civilization was preparation for ser-
vice in the church, community, na-
tion and world. G. M. Doerksen, in a

Above, administration building of
Tabor College under construction;
below, the fire of 191S.

1917 article in the Herold, made a
series of suggestive comments.
Those who possessed nobility, char-
acter and virtue would participate in
the moral uplift of humanity. The
highest expression of that noble
ideal was the life and example of
Jesus. Colleges were designed to
“inspire men and women for this
great ideal.” But the ideal was one
that clearly accepted and cherished
much of the national political and
cultural order. Doerksen would
write: “were it not for education,
happiness, prosperity and all morali-
ty would decline. Nations would a-
gain fall into barbarism. Therefore
education is one of the brightest
stars in the world of human happi-
ness, prosperity and progress.”2
Lohrenz of course can hardly be
held accountable for the expressions
of his contemporaries. Yet in a
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series of addresses and articles
stretching- from 1912 to 1944 on the
nature and function of education, he
showed his own commitment to
these progressive sentiments. A 1912
article on the Sunday schools re-
vealed the degree to which pro-
gressivist assumptions shaped his
thinking. 1-le was impressed with
the advances of civilization. Scien-
tific investigation and social reform
had produced a “great reconstruc-
tive work in commercial and indus-
trial lines.” lie now wished to bring
these new principles into the life of
the church and saw the Sunday
School as the agent for such re-
construction.27

Much later, in 1938, Lohrenz de-
livered an address, “Contributions
of American Mennonite Colleges to
Home and Society”, at the fiftieth
anniversary of the founding of
Bethel College. It was an artful
weaving of the responsibility of the
Mennonite college to preserve, re-
fine and awaken. The preservation
function included the essential val-
ues of faith and Mennonite life. Re-
fining involved the purifying of the
esthetic, literary and musical talents
of the students. Like his contempo-
raries, Lohrenz linked the refine-
ment of these sensibilities to the de-
velopment of character and to a
more spacious spirit. The human
mind and spirit that was cultivated
could more fully encounter the di-
vine. The last contribution of the
Mennonite college to' society was to
develop an appreciative patriotism,
a cosmopolitan citizenship and a re-
sponse to world needs.28

1

This openness of Mennonite par-
ticipation in the larger culture and
even the assumption of some notions
of social responsibility may seem
strange for a people who had his-
torically lived by privilegiums which
sequestered them from participation
in the larger public order. The early
Tabor must be seen as part of a
cultural and intellectual change that
affected the Mennonites in both
Russia and America in the latter
nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies. Mennonites heretofore lived
largely on the boundaries of various
social systems. The forms of political
consolidation that resulted in the

16

building of national cultures coupled
with the industrial and urban revo-
lution made this isolation more dif-
ficult. The very nature of the immi-
gration into the United States with-
out its guarantees of Mennonite
lands or Mennonite territory and
without political autonomy forced
the  Mennonites  (including the
Brethren) into much more contact
with the larger world then hereto-
fore.2

This generation of Mennonite
Brethren, as well as other Menno-
nites, did not shrink from these con-
tacts. They linked their religious
devotion, moral rectitude, and cul-
tural development to more than the
boundaries of the Mennonite world.
Theirs was not a sectarian vision
of the people of God isolated from
the national culture. They could link
the path of Christian virtue, dili-
gence and discipline to scientific and
cultured progress and the uplift of
humanity.

The opening line of the statement
of. purpose in the Tabor catalog,
from the first complete English edi-
tion of the catalog (1917) and for
many years to come, stated with
clarity this progressive assumption.
“The purpose of the school from the
beginning has been to benefit hu-
manity in general and in particular
the denomination that erected it
through the dissemination of gen-
eral culture and biblical information

and the development of character
.7 30

v

But progressivism was not the
only current running thru the MB
world. The nature and style of the
young college became a matter of
debate and concern almost as soon
as the doors opened. The liberal arts
ideal was tested almost immediately
and continuously. The third annual
meeting of the Tabor College Cor-
poration in May, 1911 revealed the
differing mentalities that were to
persist throughout Lohrenz’s tenure
as president. The part of the college
that the corporation could praise
was the missionary societies, the
YMCA and YWCA, and the interest
in missionary activity. The corpor-
ation members had two concerns;
first whether the secular lecture
course and the Literary Society

should be continued and secondly,
whether the main purpose of the
school was “to measure up intellect-
ually with other schools” or to teach
the fundamentals of faith. Distinc-
tions were drawn between those ac-
tivities that “have only an intellect-
ual worth” and those that “serve
spiritual life.”3L This distinction,
real in the minds of the corporation
members, was also present in the
faculty. In the following year facul-
ty members resigned both because
the new college was intellectually
too spacious and because it was in-
tellectually too constrictive. It was
simultaneously too pious and too
worldly.

The 1911-12 school term was
fraught with conflict between the
contending positions. In October,
B. E. Ebel and D. E. Harder, lead-
ers of the progressive party, felt
that there was a “check upon our
ambitions in the lurking unrest al-
ready manifest upon the horizon.”
Ebel could write that the criticism
of the previous spring were “mere-
ly a pretension and others will be
found till the real end is gained.”2
The Literary Society, the focus of
the criticism, was reigned in. Its
independence was checked and care-
fully controlled by faculty super-
vision.

The organization of a chapter of
the Reform League in January, 1912,
and a coed social early in the year,
however, only precipitated another
crisis. Both were opposed by the
conservatives. P. C. Hiebert, study-
ing in Lawrence at the University
of Kansas that year, wrote to B. E.
Ebel, as “the general of the pro-
gressive party,” that while the social
was doubtless a violation of school
policy, the conservatives had manip-
ulated the incident for their own
benefit.33 The progressives mean-
while feared that so long as the
school was guided by this “guilded
mockery of conservatism,”34 there
would be little growth. Tabor stood
at 95 students that year and Bethel
had an enrollment of over 200. The
gap was to be explained in terms
of Bethel’s more progressive style.

Lohrenz was caught between the
factions. Some of his faculty pitied
the position in which he found him-
self. What was not to be pitied was
the tenuous position in which the
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young- school found itself. Lohrenz
in varying- moods of resignation and
courage corresponded with Hiebert
in February and March of 1912. In
February he wrote that “the future
is dismal.” By March he more pre-
cisely stated the issues that needed
resolution. The college had been
founded to operate “in commitment
to the spirit of our conference.”
That spirit was now threatened by
the differing perceptions and con-
flict between the board of directors
and the faculty over what were to be
the “governing principles” that
would shape the curriculum and the
social life of the college.35 By late
spring a purge of some faculty
seemed possible, and P. C. Hiebert
debated returning to the college for
the next year.3%

In the fall of 1912, Lohrenz was
studying at the University of Kan-
sas, and Hiebert was acting Presi-
dent. He wrote to Lohrenz on the
eve of a meeting of church leaders
in Hillsboro that prospects were not
good: “The whole affair is so dis-
agreeable that | wish | were in Sas-
katchewan. . .  While there were
many staunch supporters of the col-
lege and he expected “no radical
anti-college action,” he did assume
that there would be “a good many
thunderbolts whizzing about.” His
consolation to Lohrenz was “well
brother, don’t worry about this mat-
ter either, at least I try to tell my-
self every day, just to work on con-
scientiously for the good cause re-
gardless of what others may do and
if the thing then fails, | will at least
have the satisfaction of having done
what | could.”37

One contemporary observed that
the root of the misunderstanding
was that from the outset there were
those who expected the new college
to be a Bible school with a restrict-
ed curriculum instead of a liberal
arts college with its expansive offer-
ing. Furthermore the students
sought more liberal forms of social
activity and engaged in more cos-
mopolitan activities than had been
anticipated. Some supporters had
been willing to give the college a
few years to establish the conserva-
tive atmosphere. The seeming in-
ability or unwillingness to do so
created such doubt that by 1912
the leadership questioned the en-
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during viability of the new ven-
ture.38 The fact that the largest per-
centage of the students were prepar-
ing for teaching or church vocations
did not mitigate these concerns.

The next nineteen years of the
Lohrenz presidency are replete with
similar tensions between what might
be termed the progressive and con-
servative elements in the college and
the church. A particular poignant
encounter is the experience of the
Yalies who came to teach at Tabor.
M. H. Schlichting, Adolf Frantz,
A. J. Harms, graduates of Tabor,
and P. S. Goertz, an earlier graduate
of McPherson college, all attended
Yale Divinity School, earned Bache-
lor of Divinity degrees, and return-
ed to teach at Tabor during the
1920%. They were primarily trained
of courses in biblical and religious
studies but all essentially taught in
other departments. That would not
be particularly noteworthy if their
stay did not coincide with the col-
lege’s inability to staff the Bible
Department. Lohrenz in his annual
report to the board in 1924 noted
that the “Bible department which is
to constitute the very core of our
entire school life does not have the
necessary strength we need for our
assignment.”3 H. F. Toews and
D. E. Harder, both long time mem-
bers of the Bible Department, left
in 1922 and 1923. While Harder re-
turned for the 1925-27 period, the
department lacked a strong and con-
tinuing presence from 1923 until
1935 when Lohrenz returned to the
new Bible School as full time facul-
ty member in the newly reconsti-
tuted Tabor. The Yalies were ob-
viously not acceptable replacements
for the previous generation. They
all exited from Tabor between 1925
and 1930 because in varying degrees
they found the general religious,
cultural and intellectual conserva-
tism of the community and school
too restrictive.'D

Their departure was part of the
conservative ascendancy at the col-
lege during the twenties. The decade
is noted for its religious controver-
sy. Fundamentalist/Modernist quar-
rels erupted in many religious com-
munities. Denominations fractured
and denominational schools were
frequently the center of such con-
troversies.'sL The conflict among the

Mennonite Brethren, was not be-
tween modernists and fundamental-
ists. No charges of modernism were
leveled at the college during the de-
cade. But there were new strains to
be reckoned with. In the West,
pentecostalism made inroads into
Brethren communities. In the North
a new generation of immigrants ar-
rived with a distinct history and a
strong set of leaders. The experi-
ence of the World War introduced
a peculiar set of tensions for mid-
western Mennonites in particular.
The cumulative effect of these ex-
periences was to squeeze the pro-
gressives and to enhance the position
of the conservatives. Lohrenz in-
creasingly found it difficult to work
in the situation. He wrote in 1927
that he had always hoped to “direct
the school in such a way that a
thorough academic education with
deep true piety would go hand in
hand.”4 There had never been any
conflict between the two for Lohr-
enz, but for others they were seen
increasingly as separate and per-
haps even unrelated.

In this world where commitments
previously held together were being
pitted against each other, where the
equilibrium was distorted, Lohrenz
seemed to drift towards the conserv-
atives. A letter written to his
brother-in-law in 1927 is sympto-
matic of the drift. He wrote about
various issues dividing the school
and suggested the time had come
for a “deep purification which would
affect the basic motivations and lead
to the unification of the faculty so
that one could continue to work
more in keeping with the position of
our brotherhood and . . . the word
of God.”43

By the time Lohrenz resigned in
1931, P. E, Schellenberg, a fellow
faculty member and future presi-
dent, would define the division as a
“hopeless separation of what re-
mains of faculty and students and
interest into College and Bible
School” factions. Behind this divi-
sion Schellenberg ventured a con-
stituency “that has always looked
askance at the whole enterprise and
has now practically lost its faith in
it.”4

A change from the progressive be-
ginnings had indeed occurred, and
two movements at the outset of the
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thirties symbolized the new mood.
The 1930 organization of the Bible
School on a different basis than it
had previous existed was a clear
signal that the Bible School move-
ment was more than Schellenberg’s
imagination. The school was a re-
sponse to some leaders in the church
who thought that a Bible and Mis-
sion school could train more spe-
cifically workers for both foreign
and home ministries. It operated
under the supervision of a General
Conference committee and the Exe-
cutive Committee of the Board of
Foreign Missions.5

The Bible School movement, gen-
erally as it gained strength in the
larger culture during the 1920s, was
many things. It was surely a re-
sponse to the rift in theological posi-
tions. But it was also part of a
growing estrangement with Ameri-
can culture. They expressed cultural
resistance as well as theological re-
sistance. For those who had long re-
sisted identification with American
society, this movement was part of
the search for disengagement that
countered the Liberal Arts ideal
with its cultural connections.-6

The 1931-32 Tabor College Cata-
log, the first after Lohrenz had re-
signed as president, suggested an-
other important change. The state-
ment of purpose was substantially
revised. The previous statement, in
effect from the first complete Eng-
lish edition of the catalog in 1917
thru 1931, began with the spacious
statement that "the purpose of the
school from the beginning has been
to benefit humanity in general . .
The new statement of purpose began
with the concern “to impart genuine
Christian education that will qualify
for the general needs of everyday
life." The scope had narrowed. A
new addition to the 1931 version
called the college "to meet the need
for a fundamentalist College and
Bible school. This is the need of the
Christian people in general and the
churches that sponsor the school in
particular.” The use of that lan-
guage in the context of the funda-
mentalist/modernist debate signaled
a different kind of college.47

In 1922 Lohrenz submitted his
first letter of resignation. Although
he later rescinded the action, the
letter reflected the difficult posture
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in which he found himself. He re-
flected back on the beginnings when
he "tried to confront two large op-
posing forces" when all he had "was
just a rod." He clearly understood
the tensions in which he function-
ed.45 But they should not be thought
of only in terms of the progressive
and conservative forces, or the col-
lege and Bible school forces. There
were personal forces as well. The ad-
ministration of the college lacked
unity. Friction between Lohrenz, the
president, and P. C. Hiebert, the
vice-president, persisted during his
entire presidency.

Beyond the ideological and per-
sonal forces that worked with dif-
fering impulses, there were other
opposing forces in the conference
that provided the larger context in
which the college functioned. The
college began with the clear assump-
tion that the conference would soon
adopt the fledging institution. The
church’s reluctance to own the col-
lege was apparent in the General
Conference sessions of 1915 and per-
sisted until the college collapsed in
the 1930s.49 The beginning of the
college in 1908 coincided with the
creation of district conferences as
regional entities and the meeting of
the General Conference of Menno-
nite Brethren churches on a tri-
annual rather than annual schedule.
It was the beginning of a fracturing
process that made cooperation more
difficult and estrangement easier.50
National and regional loyalties in-
creasingly made it difficult to co-
operate on programs of mission and
education in North America. The
district and General Conference re-
peated expressions of support for
the college but offered little tangible
support. The resolutions to pledge
fixed amounts on a per member
basis or to raise substantial annual
contributions received the delegates’
votes but not their checks. The not-
able exception to this general pat-
tern of insufficient giving was the
response to the crisis of April 30,
1918. The burning of the school cre-
ated a wave of support, sympathy
and giving that seemed to indicate
the deep rootage and acceptance of
the college in the churches. The
wave peaked in 1920, and by 1922
the financial status of the school
was again doubtful. Even the mag-

nificence of the new building and
the increased enrollment that follow-
ed the war could not generate the
support to insure the school. The
economics of the depression linked
to the other strains caused the col-
lege to falter.

But the college faltered because
the MB world was fractured. Held
within the boundaries of a small de-
nomination were the contradictions
of the emerging modern world with
its cultural, political and theological
pluralism. The college, existing on
the boundary between the smaller
ethno-religious community and the
larger social order, felt the frac-
turing sooner and more intensely
than did the elements of the church
yet removed from the boundary. The
college, with one face directed to-
wards the larger world into which
its graduates would move and the
other face directed back towards the
Mennonite village, would always be
in a tenuous position. Three years
after Lohrenz left the presidency in
1931 the college closed for a year.
The Grecian temple stood closed and
empty in 1934-35. At stake were
many issues. The Mennonite Breth-
ren have historically been uncertain
whether they wanted Bible insti-
tutes or colleges; whether science
and faith could be reconciled or not;
whether intellectualism or ignorance
was the mother of heresy; whether
they were progressive or conserv-
ative; whether schools should be
sponsored by the General Confer-
ence, the National Conferences or
District Conferences.

Lohrenz sought to bridge the dis-
tance from the Mennonite village to
the learned centers of the world. He
could link an openness to the in-
tellectual, cultural and artistic world
of the twentieth century with a
commitment to a life of prayer, de-
votion and faith. He could personal-
ly contain the multiple and frequent-
ly contradictory impulses that char-
acterized the Mennonite Brethren
of his era. His people could not re-
solve them. But neither could the
generations that followed. The sub-
sequent history of Tabor College,
Fresno Pacific College, the Menno-
nite Brethren Bible College of Win-
nipeg and the Mennonite Brethren

MENNONITE LIFE



Biblical Seminary of Fresno all con-
tain elements of the same story. The
contradictions are part of the biogra-
phy of an ethno-religious immigrant
people adapting to the requirements
and possibilities of life in an in-
creasingly pluralistic environment.
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Book Reviews

Elaine Sommers Rieh, Mennonite
Women: A Stonj of God's Faith-
fulness, 1683-1983. Scottdale:
Herald Press, 1983, Pp. 257. Pa-
per $9.95.

The first four paragraphs of
Mennonite Women include eleven
questions about the women in the
immigrant group that came from
Krefeld, Germany, to Germantown,
Pennsylvania, in 1683. Thus the au-
thor deliberately emphasizes the
scarcity of available information a-
bout Mennonite foremothers. Thanks
to the Martyrs Mirror, we have
known more about Anabaptist wom-
en than about 18th and 19th century
American Mennonite women.

When the Women’s Missionary
and Service Commission of the
(MC) Mennonite Church commis-
sioned this 300th anniversary study,
it sent out a call to all churches and
WMSC groups in the denomination,
requesting historical information on
women. But it was the task of
Elaine Sommers Rich to follow up
the leads in this fragmentary ma-
terial, sending hundreds of letters,
and searching through many de-
cades of The Herald of Truth and
The Gospel Herald. The "WMSC
Collection,” which she cites so often
in her footnotes, is her own com-
pilation of the resulting materials,
now lodged in the Archives of the
Mennonite Church at Goshen, Indi-
ana.

Dozens of “unknown” women
come to life in Rich’s lively bio-
graphical sketches.

—Eva Yoder and Esther Bachman
successfully petitioned the Pennsyl-
vania Assembly to revoke its severe
punishments of 12 Mennonite men
during the Revolutionary War.
—Horse-and-buggy doctor Sarah
Gross Lapp delivered 1200 babies
in late-19th-century Nebraska and
was also the mother of four bishops
of the Mennonite Church.

—Ella Shoup Bauman started a
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church almost singlehandedly in
Youngstown, Ohio, in the late
1940, in connection with her fre-
quent visits to that city for medical
treatment.

Many of the anecdotes are told
in the words of the women them-
selves or of their granddaughters.
Rose Lambert worked with Armen-
ian orphans in Turkey from 1899 to
1910, at a time when Armenian
Christians were being massacred.
She recalled:

"After peace was restored and |
was ill with typhoid a mounted
Turkish officer met one of our boys
on the street. He stopped his horse
and asked him if he was one of our
boys and then asked, Tlow is Miss
Lambert?” The reply, ‘She is very
ill.” He said, ‘Allah willing she can-
not die! The Gregorians in their
churches are praying for her re-
covery and we in our Mosque are
praying for her recovery. Allah
must hear some of us.””

A decade or two later in Colorado,
when the new LaJunta hospital be-
came crowded and student nurses
complained about giving up their
beds to emergency patients, the
nursing director, Lydia Heatwole—s
always the first to give up her own
beds—exclaimed, "Why girls! That’s
just what we need! It’s up to us to

make room.” .
Stories such as these give an over-

all impression of Mennonite wom-
en’s energy, courage, and insistent
self-sacrifice, in their surprising
range of activities. However, there
is little analysis of their situation
and limitations or of the trends in
women’s activities and the conflict-
ing ideologies of "women’s place”
that developed in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. Rich has alert-
ly gathered raw material for such
analysis and has categorized it for
wives, mothers, and “aunts,” or for
areas of work such as home congre-
gation, education, overseas and
home missions, health care, and

sewing and mission organizatL

Readers can draw their own con-
clusions from each chapter or fol-
low Rich's warm comments of ap-
preciation, indignant exclamations,
and questions for further research.

Mennonite Women provides a sol-
id foundation for further research.
Most of the chapters have appended
lists of women whose contribution
to education, missions, etc., is
sketched in four to ten lines each.
Rich has been particularly scrupu-
lous in tracking down full names and
dates, even for women mentioned
most briefly, such as "Barbara Bow-
man (Mrs. David) Shuh (1857-?),
president” of Sisters” Aid in Kitch-
ener, Ontario. The index includes
more than 600 women. However,
they usually are listed only under
their maiden names. Thus, Mrs.
Gustav Enss, who taught at Bethel,
Hesston, and Goshen Colleges (and
is one of the few General Confer-
ence Mennonites in the book) is
listed as "Greaves Rudermann Enns,
Amy Evelyn.”

The lives of women in other Men-
nonite branches should soon receive
the same.careful documentation and
lively expression that Elaine Som-
mers Rich has given to MC Men-
nonite women. (Unfortunately, her
title, the foreword by Barbara
Reber, and the text itself give the
misleading impression that *“Menno-
nite women” is an inclusive term.
Only the author’s preface explains
the limitations of the study.) Many
more women's biographies need to
be researched and written. But the
time will soon be ripe for a chrono-
logical, in-depth study of American
Mennonite women, of the sociologi-
cal and theological forces shaping
their lives, and of their interaction
with Protestant Sunday School and
women’s missionary movements as
well as the broader tides of women’s
experience in America.

Anna Juhnke
Bethel College
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Radical Reformation and
Mennonite Bibliography, 1982

by David A. Haury and Rachel Waltner

Assisted by Ann Gingerich (Menno-
nite Historical Library), Grace
Schowalter (Eastern Mennonite Col-
lege), Mark Froese (Mennonite
Heritage Center), Laurie Wolfe
(Mennonite Library and Archives)
and Rachel Hiebert (Fresno).
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----------------------- Eichelaub: Gedichte und
Maerchen. Waterloo, Ont., 1981. Pp, 141.
MHC. (55.00) _ . .

B - Friedensklaenge: Gedichte.
Waterloo, Ont.,, 1971. Pp. 95. MHC.
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391.

Wagner, Jonathan F. Brothers Beyond the
Séa: National Socialism in ~Canada.
Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier Univ. Press.
1981. Pp. 163. MHL (514.75?

Walters. George J. Wir Wollen Deutche
Bleiben (We Want to Remain Germans) :
The Story of the Volga Germans. Kansas
City, MO: Halcyon House. 1982. Pp. 425.
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1981. Pp. 634. MLA.

Zehr. Vernon. Reflections of an Era That
Has Ended. New Hamburg. Ont.: Au-
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MHL. (DM 9,95) .

----------------------- Sarah and the Pelican.
Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1977. Pp.
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Ruth. Philip. This Lit Brow. Goshen, IN:
Pinchpenny Press, Goshen College, 1981.
MHL. ($2.00) ) ]

Sawatzky. Valentin. Eichenlaub Gedichte
und Maerchen. Waterloo, Ont.: Author.
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1982. Pp. 160. Herald Press. MHL.

Walser, Martin. Das Sauspiel: Szenen aus
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66. MHL. (54.25)
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