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JAN LUYKEN
The engraver of e M artyrs’ Mirror

The engravings (illustrations) of this issue
of Mennonitc Life have been taken from
the 1685 Dutch edition of the Martyrs’
Mirror. The engraver-illustrator was the
Mennonite, Jan Luyken (1649-1712). The
artist, who was treated by Jan Glcystcen in
the October 1965 issue of Mennonite Life
(168-177), has left behind a large collec-
tion of works of art. Just a listing of them
filled two big volumes. His picture is found
on the back cover of this issue.

Luyken’s drawings and etchings deal not
only with the martyrdom of Christians but
include the total range of the Old and New
Testament. Other areas to which he has
made a very significant contribution arc
books featuring all aspects of human life
and social events. They consist of illustrated
poetic narrations. His illustrations devoted
to Dutch history in general and particularly
the Reformation are also numerous. A total
of 3,275 works of art have been preserved
and are found in the museums of Amster-
dam, London, Vienna, and other cities. The
Bethel College Historical Library also has
a collection.

These engravings are an excellent testi-
mony of the deep-rooted piety and the
artistic ability of the illustrator. In addition
to this they reveal that he took out time
to study the life and the circumstances
under which these witnesses lived, were
apprehended, and died. If it had not been
for Jan Luyken, the story of those who gave
their lives for their faith would have been
preserved only by the written word. The
engravings reproduced here are a selection
from the second part of the Dutch edition
of the Martyrs’ Mirror (1685). (Sec also
next page and last page of this issue.)

COVER AND BACK COVER

Crucifixion” by Jan Luyken from Dutch Martyrs'
Mirror, 8> p. 1, “Jan Luyken” courtesy Rijks-
museum, Amsterdam.
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IN THIS an early record of the Anabaptist wit-

I CT O 11 ness 15 beinS presented. No attempt has
I O O LJ C- ever been made to reproduce the beauti-

ful Jan Luyken engravings found in Martyrs’ Mirror of 1685
in this manner. This book is one of the most impressive and
startling records of the Anabaptist witness. It was originally
published in the Dutch and was translated into the German
and English languages. It is still being used by some of the
more conservative Mennonites but is almost entirely unknown
to the rest with the exception of some scholars. This issue
presents an attempt to revive the interest in this unusual
illustrated record. *3  The origin of the Martyrs’ Mirror
goes back to the time when the Het Offer des Heeren (“Sacri-
fice unto the Lord”) appeared in 1562. Numerous reprints
followed. In 1631 Hans de Ries enlarged the collection. It
was reprinted repeatedly and finally in 1660 enlarged by
Thieleman J. van Braght presenting the story of the witness
of 803 Anabaptist martyrs. Jan Luyken added 103 beautiful
etchings to the 1,290 page edition of 1685. Forty-nine en-
gravings are in Part |, which consists of the martyrs prior
to the Reformation, and fifty-four are found in Part Il de-
voted to the Anabaptist martyrs. Most of the forty-
six engravings reproduced in this issue were selected from the
fifty-four etchings of Part Il. (The etchings on the last pages
are from other sources). A corresponding text has been
selected from the English edition of the Martyrs’ Mirror.
This edition of T904, published by the Mennonite Publishing
Elouse, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, was originally published by
John F. Funk, Elkhart, Indiana, in 1886. Single-handedly he
had this book translated and financed the publication. A
brief description pertaining to every illustration can be found
in the center column of every left-hand page. The interested
reader can find a source for further investigation under every
description. A key to the sources is given on page 54. On
page 94 the basic sources and additional literature are pre-
sented. c.K.



Toward a Restitution of the Witnhess

By Cornelius Krahn

Among the most praised, most misunderstood, most
frequently mentioned, and almost forgotten aspects of
the heritage of the sons and daughters of Menno
Simons of our day are the basic views of the early Ana-
baptists. Various views, doctrines, and ethical concerns
have been named as the most basic ingredient of Ana-
baptism. This is an attempt to point out one character-
istic which was among the strongest and most significant
features which caused the beginning of the movement,
and gave it some lasting characteristics which can be
detected even in our day. Unfortunately, today it is
often more of a potential and hidden talent than a
spiritual sword actually used in daily combat.

The Anabaptists originated as a fellowship of those
redeemed by Christ, finding themselves at odds with
the world in which they lived. Anabaptism was a part
of the Reformation movement, but it was more radical
in the application and practice of views initiated by
Luther and Zwingli.

Oddly enough, it was in the days when Hitler came
to power (1933) that E. Stauffer published a lengthy
paper entitled “The Anabaptist Theology of Martyr-
dom,” in a leading German magazine. He pointed out
that the suffering for the cause of Christ was as essential
for the early Anabaptists as breathing is for all life, and
that this conviction pervaded their lives and ran
through their literature like a red thread.1The martyr
literature particularly emphasized this view. The first
collection of testimonies of martyrdom was entitled,
“Sacrifice unto the Lord” {Offer des Heeren).'1l It was
understood that the suffering for the witness was natural
and a continuation of the life and death struggle of the
early Christians. Christ, the cross bearer, expected that
his followers take upon themselves the cross and become
partakers, not only beneficiaries, of his suffering.

This call to witness and suffer was far from a passive
fatalistic attitude of resignation or despair. It was more
than a pious and mystic contemplation. It was a most
aggressive act of love filled with the conviction and
hope that the light will conquer darkness and truth
will prevail in the end. The classic expression of this
optimism and view was the motto of Balthasar Hub-
maier who himself was burned at the stake in Vienna.
He said: “Divine truth cannot be killed although it
may be apprehended, punished, crowned with thorns,
crucified, and placed in a tomb. It will nevertheless
arise victoriously on the third day and rule and triumph
throughout eternity.”

Although the Anabaptists were strongly influenced by
mysticism, of which The Imitation of Christ was a
classic expression, they gave the Nachfolge (following
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Christ) and Leidsarnkcit (willingness to suffer) a new
meaning. They added to it an aggressive spirit of dis-
cipleship which did not shrink from any challenge it
encountered. This uncompromising Christ-oriented idea
of a closely knit fellowship of believers, which func-
tioned as members of the body of Christ under the
direction of its head, Christ (Eph. 5:25, 27, 30;
I Cor. 12:25, 27), made them bold witnesses.

The Anabaptists believed and practiced a three-fold
baptism. First, the believer had to receive the spirit of
Christ in the act of regeneration. Secondly, he received
water baptism at which time he declared his willingness
to follow Christ uncompromisingly, even if he would
have to undergo a third baptism, namely a blood
baptism.

Not only did the early Anabaptists withdraw from
a church when it had lost its message in the rabble of
formalities, but they would at times walk into such a
church and interrupt the official preacher and ask to
be heard as the prophets of old had done. They would
not only ask for religious freedom for themselves but
also for others. They would ask for fairness and justice
for others by giving an oral or written witness, by par-
ticipating in secret meetings and public marches and
any other means which they considered fair and effec-
tive.

So severe was the persecution of the Anabaptist wit-
nesses in their day that they were exterminated in some
areas and driven from the cities to the valleys of the
Alps and into the swamps of the Low Countries. Here
they survived but lost the vigor and the dynamic of
their early concept and practice of the witness and
the suffering as a consequence of it. In many instances,
they were out of touch with the rest of the world and
their witness consisted of fulfilling the Lord’s command
“to replenish the earth and subdue it” (Gen. 1:28).
The early challenging command to go out as witnesses
unto the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8) was
no longer heard.

Waves of Christian revivals coming from the outside
into the Mennonite fold have brought about great
changes. The Great Commission has been revived to
some extent, and the desire and will to witness where
there is destruction and to help where there is a need
are being practiced at times by some. However, gen-
erally speaking, the heirs of a great tradition of witness-
ing have not yet uncovered all parts of their hidden
legacy. So often the sons of Menno should be the
first to call attention to injustices in their communities
and in their country and be consistent in their witness.
The days in which die Stillen im Lande were grateful



to be left alone should belong to the past. The great
heritage of giving an unconditional and uncompromis-
ing witness must be recovered and used in all aspects
of our life, be that in the Christian fellowship, in the
community, or in the nation. Our forebears did not
compartmentalize life into the spiritual, social, national,
and political spheres. They had only one life and they
gave all of it for a total cause, which was the restoration
of every aspect of human life in need of the redemption
m Christ.

As withdrawn tillers of the soil the descendants of
these aggressive witnesses often settled down in quiet-
ness. And yet it would not be fair to state that the
hidden legacy was never used. The Dutch Mennonites
of the eighteenth century administered an expensive
relief program among their needy Swiss brethren and
did large scale philanthropic and mission work long
before Mennonites of other countries accepted such a
challenge. By the time of the Crimean War in 1854
Mennonites of Russia voluntarily helped those in dis-
tress on the Russian side at the time when Florence
Nightingale introduced Red Cross activities on the
other side.3

The courage of P. M. Friesen is an example of a
daring witness in a situation of race discrimination.
Friesen was in bed with a high fever when he heard
that a mob was ready to massacre the Jews in Sevasto-
pol. He dressed, saying that he had received a “com-
mission” to go and intercede for the persecuted. With
difficulty he reached the market square where he lis-
tened to speakers enticing the mob against the Jews.
He had barely enough strength to climb onto a vehicle
and to begin to speak. Convincingly and earnestly he
pleaded with the crowd, emphasizing that Christ loved
all men and in him all are brothers, loving one another.
The crowd dispersed quietly and no Jew was hurt in
Sevastopol.'l

In the beginning of the article the statement was
made that we are not sure of our own heritage and
therefore our witness today lacks clarity in sound and
in effectiveness. On the other hand, we must become
aware of the fact that we have already come a long
way in recapturing the lost witness. Most of the Menno-
nites came to America some hundred or two hundred
years ago because they were fleeing from involvement
in worldly matters. They wanted to maintain a certain
“nonconformity” and a “nonresistance.” In the land
of the free they soon found themselves more involved
in the affairs of this world than they had been for a
long time. The two world wars speeded up the process
of involvement. The October issue of Mcnnonitc Life
featured mental health services sponsored by Menno-
nites as a result of the alternative service programs dur-
ing World War I1. The editors of the Christian Century
(January 11, 1967) took a look at this issue and com-
mented: “To say that men who make that kind of
contribution to humanity are less honorable than those
who for the sake of conscience served the nation in

military posts mocks every Christian value we profess.
The nation owes many of the graduates from C.P.S.
camps a moral debt it cannot pay and a monetary one
it can.”

Numerous similar testimonies have been uttered in
regard to the worldwide witness of reconstruction and
relief work which has been and is being done by hands,
hearts, and minds which have been led beyond the
traditional concepts of *“nonconformity” and “non-
resistance” of the die Stillen ini Lande to a more re-
sponsible Christian involvement in the problems and
needs of the world around us. The revival of the bold-
ness of faith, the courage of discipleship regardless of
the price can only increase in the measure in which we
practice our present insights of what Christ wants us
to do. Francis of Assisi prayed:

Let me sow love, where there is hatred,
Pardon, where there is injury,

Faith, where there is doubt,

Hope, where there is despair,

Light, where there is darkness,

Joy, where there is sadness.

FOOTNOTES

1. Etliclbert Stauffer, “Tacufertum und Macrtyrcrtlieo'.ogie,” Zeit-
schritt luer KirchenReschichte (I11. 1933, 543-98); E. Stauffer, “Ilie
Anabaptist Theology of Martyrdom,”” Mcnnonitc Quarterly Review,
XIX (1945) 179-214.

2. Het Offer des Heeren,
Vol. XIl (The Hague, 1910).

3. Cornelius Krahti, “Altruism in Mcnnonitc Life,"
niques oj Altruistic and Spiritual Growth, ed.,
(Boston. 1954) 313.

4. 1bid., 314.

in Bibliotheca Reformatoria Necrlandica,

Forms and Tech-
I’itirim  A. Sorokin

Christ, the Cross-Bearer
This is the first page of the first edition of
the Martyrs’ Mirror by Thieleman J. van
Braght. This only illustration of the edition
shows Christ as the witnessing cross-bearer
and those following him in martyrdom from
the days of the apostles to the time of the
publication of the book. The following en-
gravings were made by Jan Luyken for the
second edition of the Martyrs’ Mirror (1681).
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The Witnhess

Fr. Corn. Is ittrue? And do you call our mother
the holy Roman church, the whore of Babylon?
And do you call your hellish, devilish sect of Ana-
baptists the members, or the true church of Christ?
Eh lhear this fine fellow once. Who the devil has
taught you this! your accursed Menno Simons, |
suppose, * * *

Jac. With your permission, you talk very wick-
edly. It was not necessary that Menno Simons
should have taught us as something new, that the
Babylonian whore signifies your mother, the Ro-
man church, since John teaches us enough concern-
ing this in his Apocalypse, or Revelation, in the
14th, 16th, 17th, and 18th chapters.

Fr. Corn. Ah bah! what do you understand
about St. John’s Apocalypse? at what university
did you study? At the loom, | suppose; for I un-
derstand that you were nothing but a poor weaver
and chandler, before you went around preaching
and rebaptizing out here in the Gruthuysbosch. 1
have attended the university at Louvain, and stud-
ied divinity so long, and yet | do not understand
anything at all about St. John’s Apocalypse; this
is a fact.

Jac. Therefore Christ thanked His heavenly
Father, that He had revealed and made it known
to babes, and hid it from the wise of this world, as
is written, Matt. 11:25.

Fr. Corn. Exactly; God has revealed it to the
weavers at the loom, to the cobblers on their bench,
and to bellows-menders, lantern-tinkers, scissors-
grinders, broom makers, thatchers, and all sorts of
riff-raff, and poor, filthy, and lousy beggars. And
to us ecclesiastics who have studied from our youth,
night and day, He has concealed it. Just see how
we are tormented. You Anabaptists are certainly
fine fellows to understand the holy Scriptures; for
before you are rebaptized, you can’t tell A from B,
but as soon as you are baptized, you can read and
write. If the devil and his mother have not a hand
in this, I do not understand any thing about you
people.

Jac. | can well hear that you do not understand
our way of doing; for you asc-ibe to Satan the
grace whiph God grants our simple converts, when
we with all diligence teach them to read.

Fr. Corn. Bah, you certainly have the Scrip-
tures at your finger ends;and delve and root in the
accursed, damnable books of your arch-heretic
Menno Simons. And therefore you do not know
anything of the sacrament of the altar—is this not
a fine thing?

Jac. We are satisfied with the simple holy Scrip-
tures ; for all that is necessary for us to know for
our salvation, we find abundantly contained in
them, and we need not to search the doctrines of
men.

Jacob de Rore was a prominent leader in
Flanders and a weaver by trade. He was
baptized by Gillis van Aken in 1554. He trav-
eled widely as an evangelist and was appre-
hended in Brugge where he was severely
cross-examined by the Franciscan monk, Cor-
nelis. In the prison he wrote nineteen letters.
The record of the cross-examination and
letters constitute one of the best examples of
the Anabaptist witness. Fie was put to death
in 15609.

MM D, Il 425, E, 774, G, 318; ME IllI,
62; LEK I 120, Nr. 737.

Key to Abbreviations

BCHL Bethel College Historical Library.

MM D Thielcman Jansz van Braght, Hct Bloe-
dig Toonccl of Martclacrs Spiegel der
Doopesgezinde of  Wecrcloosc  Chris-
tenen . . . (Amsterdam, 1685).

AIM E Thieleman Jansz van Braght, The
Bloody Theater or Alartyrs’ Mirror of
the Defenseless Christians, Who Bap-
tized Only Upon Confession of Faith,
and Who Suffered and Died for the
Testimony of Jesus Their Saviour, . . .
(Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1938).

AIAlI G Thieleman Jansz van Braght, Der blutige
Schauplatz oder Alartyrcr-Spiegcl der
Taufgesinnten oder Wehrlosen Christen
... (Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1962).

LEK  P. van Eeghen and J. Ph. van der
Kellen, Het werk van Jan cn Casper
Luyken | (Amsterdam, 1905).
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At Antwerp three brethren, named Andries
Langedul, Mattheus Pottebacker and Lauwerens
van der Leyen, were apprehended for the truth.
Andries Langedul was apprehended at a time when
a meeting had just been held in his house tor the
preaching of the Word of God. Someone had
spied it out, and thus the margrave came there just
after the congregation had dispersed, and while
Andries was sitting on his porch, reading the Bible.
He arrested him on the spot.

It has not come to our knowledge, on what par-
ticular day Andries Langedul was apprehended,
but he offered up his sacrifice with Mattheus Potte-
backer and Lauwerens van der Leyen on Thurs-
day, November the 9th; A. D. 1559, and this not
publicly, but they were beheaded in prison, in a
place where the other prisoners, of whom there
were many at that time, could see it from the win-
dows of their cells.

When Andries knelt down to submit to the
swofd, he folded his hands, saying: “Father, into
thy hands | commend”—but: “I commend my
spirit” was not finished, the rapid descent of the
sword preventing it. Thus all three were put to
death as lambs of Christ for the slaughter.

The dreadful murdering, burning and killing of
the innocent and upright followers of Jesus Christ
were not sufficient at this time to deter from the
true confession and practice of the Christian faith
a certain pious brother and faithful witness of the
Lord, named Pieter Pieters Beckjen, by trade a
boatman oil the Amstel, and so zealous, that at
divers times he gathered the little flock of the op-
pressed pious who lived about Amsterdam, into his
boat, in order to edify one another with the Word
of God, and to strengthen one another in the ac-
cepted faith.

In short, he manifested his zeal in every respect,
notwithstanding the cruelty of the rulers of dark-
ness, and this with a sincere and good intention, till
finally he was, on that account, denounced to the
magistrates of the city of Amsterdam, apprehend-
ed, dreadfully tortured, and, at last, when he would
not apostatize, sentenced to death, and burnt alive,
as appears from the sentence, which, for confirma-
tion of said matter, was faithfully and correctly
sent to us from the hands of the secretary there.
In it can be seen, on the one hand, the steadfast
confession of this martyr, and on the other hand,
how awfully the rulers of darkness misinterpreted
the same, and construed it to an evil, shameful and
terrible end.

Andries Langedul was beheaded in the Steen
prison of Antwerp, November 8, 1559. He
was captured while reading the Bible and
taken from his wife who had just been de-
livered of a child (see illustration).

MM D, Il 262: E, 633; G, 195; ME | 122,
LEK 120 Il Nr. 728.

Pieter Pictersz (Beckjen) was burned at the
stake on February 26, 1569, at Amsterdam.
Pieter was put to death because he had at-
tended “damned and forbidden meetings of
the Mennonites” and had used his ship as a
meeting place for the Anabaptists.

MM D, Il 385; E, 738; G, 288; ME 1V,
172; LEK 11 120 Nr. 735.
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Il. Apprehending the Witnhess

A. D. 1556, or thereabouts, there was in Bever-
wijk, a brother named Augustine, a baker by trade,
who had forsaken the world, and been baptized
upon his faith, according to the ordinance of
Christ, which the papists could not endure. There
was at that time a burgomaster who was very bitter,
and filled with perverted zeal, who sometimes said
that he would furnish the peat and wood to burn
Augustine. The bailiff had said that he should not
apprehend Augustine without previously warning
him; but he did nots keep his word; for he came
upon a time when Augustine was at his work,
kneading dough. Perceiving him, Augustine at-
tempted to flee, but was instantly seized by his pur-
suers, and cast into prison; and as he was a man
who was much beloved, it greatly grieved the bail-
iff’s wife, who said to her husband: “O you mur-
derer, what have you done!” but all in vain, he had
to follow his Lord Jesus as a lamb is led to the
slaughter. As he steadfastly adhered to his faith,
they passed a cruel sentence on him, namely that
he should be tied to a ladder, and thus cast alive
into the fire, and burnt.

About the year 1553 there was at Bergen op
Zoom, in Brabant, a shopkeeper, named Simon,
who stood in the marketplace, to sell his wares.
When the priests passed him with their idol, this
Simon did not dare give divine honor to this idol
made by human hands (Dan. 3:18), but, accord-
ing to the testimony of God presented in the holy
Scriptures, would worship and serve only the Lord
his God. He was therefore apprehended by the
maintainers of the Roman antichrist, and exam-
ined in the faith, which he freely confessed, re-
jecting their self-invented infant baptism together
with all human commandments, and holding fast
only to the testimony of the Word of God; hence
he was sentenced to death by the enemies of the
truth, and was thus led without the city, and burnt
for the testimony of Jesus. Many of the people
present were therefore greatly astonished when
they beheld the great boldness and steadfastness
of this pious witness of God, who thus through
grace obtained the crown of eternal life.

Augustin de Backer was arrested while knead-
ing dough in his bakery at Beverwijk, North
Holland. He suffered death by being thrown
into a fire tied to a ladder (15567).

MM D, Il 165; E, 553; G, 123; ME |,
189; LEK Il 119 Nr. 720.

Simon den Kramer was burned at the stake
in 1553 near Bergen op Zoom in North Bra-
bant because he refused to give homage to
the sacrament during a procession as shown
in the illustration.

MM D, Il 149; E, 540; G, Ill; ME 1V,
528; LEK Il 119 Nr. 718.
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We had appointed to meet to-
gether on Sunday morning, to speak of the word
of the Lord: for | desired to take leave of the
brethren, intending to go on a journey the next
day. But the Lord be praised, who had ordered it
otherwise. Early in the morning, Hansken went
with me to the woods where we were to assemble.
We did not find our friends at the place where we
expected to meet them. We hunted for them a
good half hour, and came to the conclusion that
they had not yet come, as there had been a heavy
rain the evening before. We were about to turn
back, when | said: “Let us go; they may be here
ahead of us,” and sang softly; that, if they were
there, they might hear us. | then heard a rustling
in the woods, and said to Hansken: “Our friends
are here.” We stood still, and looked to see who
should come out. Then three men with weapons
and sticks came forth.

Thus they apprehended us, saying: “We have
caught a great number besides.”

We then saw a whole wagon full of our brethren
sitting bound, and three judges with all their serv-
ants, a great number, who guarded them. When
we came to them, we saluted our brethren with the
peace of the Lord, and comforted them with His
words, boldly to contend for His name.

In said year, 1539, the church having dwelt for a
little while at Steinborn, in Austria, and having be-
gun to increase there, the old serpent, the envious
and arch-wicked satan, who so miserably tormented
the pious, could not endure or overlook it, but in
his wrath stirred up the children of wickedness, es-
pecially the priests, who in all this are his agents
and executors; so that they constantly filled the
ears of King Ferdinand with their unjust accusa-
tions of the pious, and instigated him, so that he
complied with their demand, and sent his Marshal
from Vienna, with provosts and a number of horse-
men, who unexpectedly came to Falkenstein,
whence they took with them a great mob, and fell
upon the church at Steinborn, on the 6th day of
December, in the evening or at night, in the above-
mentioned year. All the men whom they found,
they put into one room, and thus they also did with
the women and maidens. With great tumult and
noise they kept watch during the night, and brought
in all whom they could find.

The imprisoned brethren and sisters made
themselves ready to offer up their bodies and lives
unto God, whether through fire or through the
sword.

Hans van Ovcrdam was executed at Gent
on July 9, 1551. He had been baptized by
Gillis van Aken and was a very active and
courageous witness, even addressing the
crowd assembled around the place of execu-
tion.

MM D, Il 89; E, 486: G, 72; ME I, 651,
LEK Il 119 Nr. 713.

In 1539 Hutlcritcs were apprehended in
Steinabrunn near Nikolsburg in Lower Aus-
tria and imprisoned in the Falkenstein castle.
Those who refused to give up their faith were
to be sold as galley slaves but managed to
escape while en route.

MM D, Il 47; E, 450; G, 32: ME, 1V,
624; LEK 11 119 Nr. 709.
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In the year 1558, Brother Hans Smit, a minister
of the Word of God, was sent forth by the church
to seek and gather those that were eager for the
truth. Acts 13:3. When he therefore, being divine-
ly called, undertook to travel through the Nether-
lands, he, together with five brethren and six sis-
ters, was apprehended in the city of Aix-la-Cha-
pelle, on the ninth of January. While they were as-
sembled there in a house, to speak of the Word of
God, and were engaged in prayer, many servants
and children of Pilate came there in the night
through treachery, with spears, halberds, and
bare swords, and well provided with ropes and
bonds, and surrounded the house, and bound and
apprehended these children of God. They even
took with them a mother with her infant that lay
in the cradle. But the prisoners were valiant and
comforted one another, to be undismayed, since
they were imprisoned for the truth of God;and be-
ing thus of good cheer, they began to sing for joy.
They were very soon separately confined, in which
the sisters rejoiced, and sang, so that the people
were astonished. In the morning they were brought
before the judge, who talked with each separately,
and then remanded them to prison, when he per-
ceived their steadfastness. However, the next day
the minister was again summoned before the lords,
that he should tell them, how many he had bap-
tized, who they were and where the church held
their meetings. But he told them, that they should
know that he would rather lose his life (John 15:
13) than by telling this become a traitor, where-
upon he was tortured and racked for about a quar-
ter of an hour, to which he willingly submitted,
himself taking off his clothes, and going to the
rack. When they could accomplish nothing by it,
they went away, but soon returned, and said: “You
must tell us what we have asked you, or we shall
torture you so as to rack your limbs asunder.”
They also questioned him with regard to infant
baptism. He replied that infant baptism was a hu-
man institution, and that as such he regarded it,
and not as the true Christian baptism.

They also asked him what he thought of the sac-
rament. He replied, “I think much of it; but that
which the priests use is not at all the true supper
of Christ, but a piece of idolatry.”

The north wind of persecution rose now more
and more in the Knonow district, which also ap-
peared in the case of an old sister, named Catha-
rina Mulerin; who having also been apprehended
and taken to Zurich, had to suffer much there in
prison, for the faith and testimony of Jesus Christ;
but was afterwards (as the preceding ones), be-
yond all hope and expectation, released from
bonds.

Several of the lords said that if these should be
put to death, they should leave home. Once the
brethren and sisters were all twelve left together
from four o’clock in the morning until ten in the
evening. They were joyful and of good cheer, and
conversed with one another from the Word of God,
and began to pray and praise God.

Hans Schmid (Raider) was born in Raif-
fach, Tirol, and was publicly strangled and
burned with five others in October 1558 in
Aachen. He traveled widely, successfully pro-
moting the Hutterite views. Ide wrote 35
letters and 15 hymns in prison.

MM D, Il 209: E. 589; G, 155; ME 1V,
462 f; LEK 11 120 Nr. 725.

The Anabaptists in Switzerland were perse-
cuted longer than those in other countries.
Catherina Miller was imprisoned in Zirich
in 1639. The last martyr to die in Switzer-
land was Hans Landis of the canton of
Zirich who was beheaded for his Anabaptist
views on September 29, 1614 in Zirich.

MM D, Il 812; E, 1111; G. 606: ME 111,
281, LEK 1, 121, Nr. 758.
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. The Withess Under Torture

Hans Bret, who was about twenty-one years old,
and the son of one Thomas Bret, an Englishman,
was (besides his daily labor which he performed in
the service of his master) very diligently con-
cerned and engaged with the study of the word
of the Lord, in which he constantly exercised him-
self in the morning and evening also, generally,
exhorting with edifying, profitable and instructive
passages from the holy Scriptures, those with
whom he had intercourse, to a virtuous and godly
life.

Being brought before the lords and judges, he
was asked, whether he had been baptized upon his
faith, which he finally confessed and acknowl-
edged, not ashamed of what he had done by the
command of his Lord and Master Christ Jesus,
though he certainly knew that they did not ask him
to be taught of him, but only to get a word from his
mouth by which they might sentence him to death.
When the lords and criminal judges had heard this
Christian confession, they rose up and went to sen-
tence him to death; and having returned from their
evil consultation, they pronounced and declared
their sentence over this servant of God: that he
should publicly be burnt alive at the stake till death
should ensue.

When he had received his sentence, he was con-
ducted back to prison, undismayed and of good
courage, where he doubtless addressed some Scrip-
tural remarks to the common people, as setting
forth the cause of his imprisonment and suffering
not to be any evil or crime, but the faith of the pure
and saving truth, which the world cannot endure.
Romans 10:9.

When the executioner had come to him, he
commanded him to put out his tongue, which he
(faithful and pious servant of God), willingly did,
since he had not a member on his body, which he
was not willing to deliver up to suffering for the
name of Christ, being well assured that all the suf-
ferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the joy and glory which God has
promised them that overcome. Matt. 10:22; Ro-
mans 8:18; Rev. 2:7.

And when he put out his tongue, the executioner
fastened it with a piece of iron, and screwed it very
tight with a vise or screw, and then touched the
end of the tongue with a hot iron, that swelling, the
screw might not slip off or become loose. O bitter
~fuelty and great tyranny.

Hans Brel was the son of an Englishman at
Dortrecht where he was a confectioner. After
his apprehension he was examined and died
at the stake in Antwerp on January 4, 1577,
at the age of 24. A screw which had been
put on his tongue to prevent him from wit-
nessing was located in his ashes by Hans de
Ries and preserved from generation to gen-
eration in Amsterdam (see photograph).

MM D, Il 729; E, 1038; G, 543; ME I,
648; LEK Il 121 Nr. 752.
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Geleyn, the shoemaker, was tortured most cruelly
of all. They stripped him naked, and suspended
him by his right thumb, with a weight attached
to his left foot, and while thus suspended he was
burned under his arms with candles and fire, and
scourged until the two commissaries of the Duke
of Alva, who were present, themselves became
tired, and went away and sat down to play cards,
the executioner looking on, for about an hour, or
an hour and a half. Meanwhile Geleyn was left
suspended, who, during all the time that they
played, experienced no pain, but was as though he
had been in a sweet slumber, or it: a swoon; yea,
he subsequently himself testified that he never in
his life rested on his bed with less pain, than while
he was suspended there.

When he began to revive again, he was let
down; but he implicated no one, nor did he deny
his faith, so that he was finally sentenced to the fire
with Jan Pieterss and the young apprentice to be
burnt alive. When they were standing at the stakes,
and were being burned, the flames were wafted
away so much from Geleyn, that the executioner
had to hold him into the fire with a fork on the
other side of the stake. Thus these, valiantly ad-
hering to the truth, laid down their lives for it.

During the time of freedom following the de-
struction of the images, the church at Maestricht
grew and flourished, increasing in number. But
when the Duke of Alva came into the country,
many fled out of the city whithersoever they best
could; some, however, remained, among whom
there was also a brother who was an elder and also
a school teacher. His name was Arent van Essen,
and he had a wife whose name was Ursel.

During their imprisonment in the Dinghuys they
were frequently assailed by the lords, and also by
monks and priests, who sought to move them to re-
nounce their faith; but God preserved His sheep
from the terrible rage of the wolves. After this
they began first to torture Arent. Yea, it was said,
that he was seven times severely tortured, so that he
fell into despondency in consequence of all these
tortures: but the Lord extended to him His hand,
strengthened him, and gave him new courage, so
that he manfully fought through, as we shall hear.
Ursel his wife was likewise brought from the Ding-
huys to the prisoners’ gate, where she exhorted her
husband not a little, to the strengthening of his
heart. There Ursel was also twice tortured on the
rack; but she faithfully adhered to the truth. But
it did not stop with this torturing in her case; for
the executioner tied her hands together, and drew
her up, and as she was hanging there he cut open
her chemise with a knife baring her back, and se-
verely scourged her with rods; this was done twice
in one day.

Geleyn Cornclisz of South Holland was seized
in a large group of worshipers, most of whom
escaped. After brutal torture by Alba’s execu-
tioners he and five others were burned at the
stake on August 7, 1572, at Breda.

MM D, Il 605; E, 930; G, 451, ME I,
451; LEK 1121 Nr. 746.

Arent and Ursula van Essen of Maastricht
were apprehended by the bailiffs of Alba
with two others. Arent was an elder and
schoolteacher. After cruel torture (see Ursula
on the illustration) all four were burned at
the stake on January 9, 1570.

MM D Il 503; E, 842; G. 376; ME 1, 153;
LEK I 120 Nr. 739.
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. The Farewell of the Martyr

The following is the Testament which Anna of
Rotterdam left and presented to her son, Isaiah, on
the twenty-fourth of January, A. D. 1539, at nine
o’clock in the morning, as she was preparing her-
self to die for the name and the testimony of Jesus,
and took leave of her son, at Rotterdam.

Isaiah, receive your testament:

"My son, hear the instruction of your mother;
open your ears to hear the words of my mouth.
Prov. 1:8. Behold, | go today the way of the
prophets, apostles and martyrs, and drink of the
cup of which they all have drank. Matt. 20:23.

"This way was trodden by the dead under the
altar, who cry, saying: Lord, Almighty God, when
wilt Thou avenge the blood that has been shed?
White robes were given unto them, and it was said
to them; Wait yet for a little season, until the num-
ber of your brethren that are yet to be killed for
the testimony of Jesus, be fulfilled. Rev. 6:9-11.
These also drank of the cup, and are gone above
to keep the eternal, holy Sabbath of the Lord. This
is the way in which walked the twenty-four elders,
who stand before the throne of God, and cast their
crowns and harps before the thréne of the Lamb,
falling down upon their faces, and saying: Lord,
unto Thee alone be praise, glory, power, and
strength, who shalt avenge the blood of Thy serv-
ants and ministers, and shalt through Thyself gain
the victory. Great be Thy name, Almighty, which
was, and is, and is to come. Rev. 4:8, 10.

Annckecn Jans (Briel) was baptized with her
husband, Arent Jans, at the age of 24 in
South Holland. Both of them fled to England
in 1536, where her husband died. In 1538
she returned to Holland. Recognized as an
Anabaptist by singing a hymn, she was ar-
rested during the same year at Rotterdam.
On the way to the place of execution, she
asked that someone accept her fifteen-month-
old son, Isaiah, whom she carried in her arm.
A baker volunteered and raised him. lsaiah
became a mayor of Rotterdam.

MM D, 143; E, 453: G, 35, ME | 26;
LEK 119, Nr. 717.

MENNONITE LIFE 68



HBGeC of Mattelaers-"piegel bet Doops-scftnb” *4]

b @din* Majelleytonfegenadige Heeres endaeren- juditie defer Stede previlegien. Adtum en
lupiiicfeiis b ° ven inhaer ongeloove, kettcrije endwa- gepronuntieert ter VVyerfchare,op den feilen
astic. " lingen hartneckig blijvende, foois’cdatmijn  dag Augullij Anno if 52. Prefentibus alle

Catfc Heeren de Schepenen, gehoort [ffRbbRnbRd de Schepenen. Dempto Andrics Boelen, by
ffiSbm i deneyfch, by mijn Heer den Schout, op de advijfe vande Burgemeelteren.

& "anras voornoemde * gedaen , met haer belijdin-  Rakende de pijnigingvan Hendrik
S m figcgen, ende op der voorfchreven Taken gele- Anchonifz. enReyer Egbertfz.als

tofe.  gentheyd rijpelijk gelethebbende, condem- : -
L5 ®at neeren de voorfchreve fte fullen by den medeV\_/_anneer dit gefchietis. .
Myrert, tu Scherprechterge-executeertwerdenmetten  Van defe zijn ter torture ge-examineert

fiaSt"S Vyere & verklarende voorts hare goederen Eegdri:(%nth:)r}ilfz. gen_2_8.Junii,15e5aneyet
IifcDoos geconfifoueert tot profijte der Keyferlijke E9gPertiz.denlellen Junii, anno :

bebonijaet Majefteyt,als Grave van Holland, en onfege-  Aldus ge-excraheertuyt het Criminele Senten-
%ﬁ%ﬁ nadige Heere, onvermindcrt enfonder pre- tie-boek, beruftende rot Amfterdam, in des
oritau

Stadt Secratarije, N;:N
scu, i ©dfiguantEii iupbbe fententje. J {

Anneken Jans uyt den Bricl, verdronfeen toe Rotterdam, met, ea
beneffens Chriftina Michiel Barents van Leuven, opden 13. Januaryj

Anno 1y3>
<Ffl Anneken Jdns gR&O fit Oat fpeenfgRtijo 6RbanRRttgcfRtln UabbBtBb
D en(foomp gare|"a-neef Efaias de Lind, boob bRrooibRdb en bBrbg

onfcln 113: ai
tot Rotterdam uoonacotfg/ ReRftbericht) gier na W 3Rxft ooh/ al fpsBbat
eett eenig hinbban gate <£%bf3t#/ rp ban %Bn anom&)nthcb/ of fooaantBr? boita/

69 APRIL, 1967



In the summer of 1556 there was in the city of
Nimeguen, a faithful brother, named Gerrit Hase-
poot, a tailor by trade. Having fled from the city,
on account of severe persecution, he secretly re-
turned, since his wife and children were still living
there. He was seen by the bailiff’s guard, who re-
ported it to their master. The bailiff, a very blood-
thirsty man, immediately went after him, and took
him with him.

This having taken place, his wife came to
him, into the city hall, to speak with him once
more, and to take leave and bid her dear husband
farewell. She had in her arm an infant, which she
could scarcely hold, because of her great grief.
When wine was poured out to him, as is customary
to do to those sentenced to death (Prov. 31:6), he
said to his wife: “I have no desire for this wine;
but |1 hope to drink the new wine, which will be
given to me above in the kingdom of my Father.”
Thus the two separated with great grief, and bade
each other adieu in this world; for the woman could
hardly stand on her feet any longer, but seemed to
fall into a swoon through grief. When he was led
to death, and having been brought from the wagon
upon the scaffold, he lifted up his voice, and sang
the hymn:

“Father in heaven, | call:
Oh, strengthen now my faith.”

While Jacob Dirclcs resided with his family at
Antwerp, his wife died there, and he and his afore-
mentioned two sons, though having escaped the
hands of the tyrants at Utrecht, subsequently fell
into the claws of the wolves at Antwerp, where the
trial of their faith was found much more precious
than of.gold that perisheth, though it be tried with
fire (I Pet. 1:7); so that they were together con-
demned to be burnt, each at a stake, only for the
divine truth, and living according to it, and not
on acount of any crime committed. On their way
to death, Jacob Dirck’s youngest son, named Pieter
Jacobs, met them, who, as he in his great sadness
and sorrow, put his arms around his father’s neck,
was instantly most cruelly seized by the thief-
catchers, and thrown under the feet of the people
following. With what sorrow the father and the
brothers beheld this is easily imagined. When the
father and his two sons had each been placed at a
stake, he said: “How is it my dear sons?” Each
replied: “Very well, my dear father.” Andries
Jacobs being betrothed at the time, his bride and
his sister viewed from a distance with sorrowful
hearts and weeping eyes this offering, how their
bridegroom and. brother, forsaking a temporal
bride, and temporal relationship, chose the eternal
Bridegroom Christ Jesus above all visible things.
Thus these heroes were strangled, each at a stake
and then burnt, sealing the truth with their death
and blood on the 17th of March 1568.

Gerrit Hasenpool was a tailor. After appre-
hension and torture he was visited by his wife,
bidding him farewell with an infant in her
arms. When the customary wine was offered
to him before execution, he told his wife, “I
have no desire for this wine; but | hope to
drink the good wine which will be given me
in the kingdom of my Father.” Fie was
burned at the stake in Nijmegen in 1557.

MM D, Il 173; E. 560; G, 129: ME 11
503; LEK Il 119 Nr. 721.

Jacob Dirksz was a tailor at Utrecht. He fled
to Antwerp where he and his two sons, An-
dries and Hans, were seized. When, on the
way to the place of execution, his youngest
son, Peter, met them and threw his arms
around his father, he was rudely torn away.
They were burned on March 17, 1568.

MM D, Il 371: E, 724; G, 277; ME 11l
60; LEK 11 120 Nr. 734.
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About the year 1550, it happened in the bishop-
ric of Bamberg, that two young girls espoused and
received Christ by faith, were baptized upon their
faith, according to the doctrine of Christ, and aris-
ing from sin, sought to walk in newness of life
with Christ. On this account the d&ntichristians
sought to hinder them in this good resolution, and
to quench their good intention as much as lay in
their power. They therefore cast these two young
lambs into prison, where they tortured them with
great severity, and sought also with other unchris-
tian means to cause them to apostatize; but as they
were firmly built upon Christ, they remained faith-
ful and steadfast during the entire trial. Col. 2:7;
Rev. 2:10. Hence, the authorities, who herein gen-
erally follow the advice of the false prophets, con-
demned them to death; at which they were joyful
and undaunted. When they were led out to execu-
tion, their persecutors, by way of reproach and
mockery, placed wreaths of straw upon their
heads; whereupon one said to the other: “Since the
Lord Christ wore a crown of thorns for us, why
should not we wear these crowns of straw in honor
of Him? The faithful God shall for this place a
beautiful golden crown and glorious wreath upon
our heads.” Thus these two young branches armed
themselves with patience, according to the example
of their Captain Jesus, remained faithful unto
death, died steadfastly, and obtained, through
grace, the glorious crown with God in heaven.

While Jacques was im-
prisoned there, his wife came to him, upon which
this friend of God was filled with great sorrow
and anxiety, beholding her in such exceeding grief
since she was also pregnant. The turnkey thrust
her from him with great cruelty, but many of the
bystanders most heartily wept with her, and en-
treated the turnkey, saying: “Oh, let her go to
him;” but it could not last long. Jacques said to
her: “O my beloved, go home, and comfort your-
self in the Lord; for 1 am imprisoned here for the
Word of God; and it will tend neither to your
shame nor disgrace, since | have injured no one.”
She said: “May the Lord strengthen you in the
truth; for after this conflict there is prepared for
you an eternal crown. Oh, that | could die with
you, and inherit that blissful life with you, then
my heart would rejoice.” Jacques said: “O sister
in the Lord, let not this grieve you, though I must
go a little before you; it is the Lord’s will.” The
turnkey could not bear this, but said: “Begone,
quick!” Thereupon Jacques entreated him, saying:
“Oh, let us alone with God for a little while.” And
thus these two dear lambs were separated, but hope
to meet again at the resurrection of the just, where
wailing and parting will be heard no more forever.
Phil. 3:11; Rev. 7:17; 21:4; lIsa. 25 :8.

The Martyrs’ Mirror reports the heroic mar-
tyr’s death of two unnamed girls in the bish-
opric of Bamberg in 1550, which made a
deep impression on those witnessing their
death. Jan Luyken has reproduced this event
very realistically in his engraving.

MM D, Il 103; E, 500; G, 78; ME 1 219;
LEK I 119 Nr. 715.

Jacques d’Auchy was a merchant who was
betrayed to the police at Harlingen. In pris-
on he was visited by his wife. He had a con-
siderable education, had read widely, and
was baptized by Leenaert Bouwens in Emden.
He wrote a confession and composed a num-
ber of songs. He was executed on March 14,
1559, at Leeuwarden.

MM D, Il 235; E, 610; G. 158; ME IlI
66; LEK 11 120 Nr. 726.
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V. The Death of the Withess

The Palsgrave, then, in pursuance with the im-
perial mandate, in a short time, caused about three
hundred and fifty persons to be executed for the
faith; especially his Burgrave at Altzey, namely
Dietrich von Schoenburg, caused many in the town
of Altzey to be beheaded, drowned and otherwise
put to death; even as the lords who came to the
church, and at that time were residents in Altzey,
saw themselves how they were taken from the
houses in which they were known to be, and led as
sheep to the place of execution. They could in no
wise be persuaded to apostatize, but went joyfully
to meet death; while the others were being drown-
ed, and executed, the rest who were yet alive and
waited for death sang until the executioner took
them. They were very steadfast in the truth con-
fessed, and, assured in the faith which they had
received from God, conducted themselves as val-
iant soldiers. Matt. 10:22. All the learned and
great of this world were confounded by them. |
Cor. 1:25, 26.

Some whom they did not wish to execute they
tortured and maimed their bodies; of some they cut
off the fingers, others they burned crosses on their
foreheads, and subjected them to much wanton in-
jury; so that even the aforesaid Burgrave said:
"What shall | do? the more | cause to be exe-
cuted, the more they increase.” Ex. 1:22.

Dietrich von Schodnberg, burgrave of Alzey,
took Anabaptists from their homes like beasts
of slaughter, leading them to be executed.
Some sources give the number of martyrs as
350, which is questioned by others.

MM D, Il 30; E, 437; G, 21; ME I, 84;
LEK Il 119 Nr. 708.
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On the 13th of September, being on a Saturday,
early in the morning, these four friends were
brought out and, two and two coupled together, led
to the great market place before the city hall, where
a circle of soldiers had been formed. In the midst
there was a hut with four stakes, to which they
were tied. Hans Symons and Mattheus went first,
and then Cornelis and Christian. While going,
Christian said to the people: “Had we been willing
to speak lies, we would have escaped this.” Mat-
theus said: “Citizens, that we suffer here, is for
the truth, and because we live according to the
word of God.” Hans Symons exhorted his breth-
ren, not to fear them that kill the body, but him
who has power to cast the soul into damnation.
And thus they arrived at the place where they were
to be offered up: There the executioner's assistant
first took Christian, and placed him to a stake in the
hut, from where he called to his brethren that were
still without, exhorting them to contend valiantly
for the truth, who then gave one another the last
kiss of peace. Thereupon Cornelis was also placed
to a stake, then Mattheus, and finally Hans Symons.
The drums were beaten, in order that they should
not be heard to speak. The executioner strangled
them, and then set fire to the hut, and thus these
four friends came to a blessed end, according to the
words of the Lord: “He that endureth to the end
shall be saved.” Matt. 10:22.

When this petty council and the priests had ex-
amined him, and he had confessed his faith, and
immovably adhered to it, they deemed the case so
grave as to be criminal in its nature; hence they
delivered him to the lords through the bailiff. These
took him, and put him in prison, in which Jan re-
mained for a time in confinement. In the mean-
time his wife sent him a letter, in which she ex-
horted him, to be of good cheer in his sufferings,
and to adhere faithfully to the truth unto death;
which he very thankfully received, comforting, in
return, his wife, and exhorting her, and the friends
together, that they should adhere to the truth, and
continue therein unto the end ; he also earnestly re-
quested the prayers of the faithful. He suffered
many tortures, because they sought to extort from
him who, in the city, were his brethren and fellow
believers. But the Lord kept his lips, so that not a
single name could be obtained from him, however
greatly he was tortured for it.

Christiani Langedul, Cornelis Clacss and two
others were burned at the stake on Septem-
ber 13, 1567, at Antwerp. They remained
steadfast even under terrible tortures.

MM D, Il 345; E. 704; G, 257; ME |
712; LEK 1 120 Nr. 733.

Jan Bosch (also Durps) was a weaver at
Maastricht. Apprehended, he was urged to
recant, but remained faithful even under tor-
ture. He was burned at the stake on Sep-
tember 23, 1559, at Maastricht, dying with a
witness on his lips spoken to the assembled
crowd.

MM D, Il 259; E, 630; G, 192; ME 11l
73; LEK I 120 Nr. 727.

MENNON 1TE LIFE 76



77

APR

L

19 67



In the year 1550, there were imprisoned in the
city of London, in England, two pious witnesses
of Jesus, a man by the name of John Knel or Buch-
ner, and a woman named Anna Cantiana; who,
among other things, believed and confessed with
Menno Simons and all true believers, that the Son
of God became man for our sakes, and that He did
not receive His humanity from Mary or any other
source, but that the eternal Word or Son, became
Himself flesh or man. As the afore-mentioned
could by no means be brought to apostatize, but
would firmly adhere to the truth accepted, they,
after suffering many torments, were condemned
to death at said place. John Knel was burned the
second of May, A. D. 1550. Anna Cantiana was
also burned to ashes the same year. According to
the testimony of John Fox she was ever ready to
render service to others especially to those who
were in bonds and imprisonment, with whom she
constantly was, to minister to them. And as these
above-mentioned martyrs suffered all this for the
testimony of Jesus, and not on account of any
crime, and steadfastly died for the truth, and were
not ashamed of Christ and His word; in this life,
before men, He shall also not be ashamed of them
before His Father, but, out of grace, bestow upon
them and all the blessed, the kingdom prepared for
them from the beginning.

When the time of suffering drew nigh, Maria
said: “Dear sister, heaven is opened for us; for
what we now suffer for a little while, we shall
forever be happy with our bridegroom.” They
then gave each other the kiss of peace.

After Maria was burned, they asked Ursula,
whether she would not yet apostatize. “No,” said
she, “not for death; I will not thus forsake the
eternal riches.” They would also honor her with
the sword, but she said: “My flesh is not too good
to be burned for the name of Christ.” To one of
her relatives she said: “Bid John van Beckum
good night, and tell him to serve God, to whom I
am now about to be offered.” When she came to
the wood, she clasped her hands, and said:_*“Our
Father which art in heaven.” “Yea,” said the
priest, “there you will find Him.” “Because |
seek Him there,” she said, “I must die this tem-
poral death. If | should confess Him in the bread,
I might live longer.” When she stepped upon the
wood, her foot slipped. “I think | am falling off,’
she said. “Stop,” cried the tyrant; “she means to
apostatize.” “No,” said she, “the block slips- from
under me; I will not faint in the Word of God," but
constantly adhere to Christ.” Thus both remained
steadfast unto the end, and sealed the Word of God
with their death, in great patience and boldness,
leaving us a good example.

Johan Knel was burned at the stake in Lon-
don together with Anna Cantiana, because
they were followers of Menno Simons. They
died on May 2, 1550.

MM D, Il 99; E, 498; G, 75; ME | 123;
11 208; LEK | 119 Nr. 714.

Maria and Ursula van Beckum belong to the
best-known Dutch Anabaptist martyrs. Ma-
ria’s brother was the nobleman, Jan van
Beckum, who was the husband of Ursula.
They lived near Deventer. They were burned
at the stake on November 13, 1544. There
was widespread indignation in connection
with this event.

MM D, Il 65; E, 467; G, 49; ME | 260;
LEK I 119 Nr. 711.
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These eighteen persons, besides many others,
were kindled with zeal in the fear of God, and had
turned to God from the world and its idolatry, and
been baptized upon faith in Christ, entering upon
obedience towards His holy Gospel. This the ad-
versaries could not endure; these eighteen were
therefore apprehended, and finally, as they, under
many tortures, piously adhered to their faith, were
all sentenced to the fire, and burned, on the same
day, at Salzburg, about the year 1528. They left
the following as a memorial:

“0 God of heaven, watch over Thy sheep: who
are such a little flock, that they may not depart
from Thee, or be led astray. Keep them under Thy
protection, and deliver them from this lamentable
distress; for the beast pursues them even unto
death, which they must suffer, for they are thrown
into severe prisons, where they, in the death of the
dungeon, sing praises unto the Lord, and magnify
Him with heart and mouth. Acts 16:25.

“And is that which has been witnessed at Salz-
burg not a lamentable matter; namely, that eighteen
persons were burned together on the same day,
only for the doctrine of Christ, whom they con-
fessed to be the only Lord ? They would not hon-
or the image, nor worship the beast. They would
not receive their words, nor the mark of anti-
christ into their hand or on their forehead. There-
fore they could neither buy nor sell in the land;
but they adhered to Christ, and received His mark,
and their names are written in the book of life
(Ps. 69:28); as Christian soldiers they, through
grace, obtained the crown.” Il Tim. 4:8.

Thus they were burned with fire, and are now
awaiting everlasting joy.

In the year 1542, Brother Leonard Bernkop was
apprehended for the faith, at Salzburg. Much was
tried to induce him to apostatize, but as he stead-
fastly persevered in the narrow way of the truth
of God, and there was no hope that he would
apostatize, they condemned him to death, led him
out to the place of execution, and built a fire close
to him, at which they immediately roasted him;
but he adhered firmly to the Lord, and said-to the
bloodhounds and executioners: “This side is
roasted enough; turn me around, and scorch and
roast also the other; for through the power of God
this suffering is insignificant in comparison with
the eternal.” Rom. 8:18. Thus he gained the vic-
tory over the beast and his image, over the abomi-
nation of desolation and his mark. Rev. 15:2.
Rather than receive his mark, or do aught which
was contrary to God His heavenly Father, he, like
the seven valiant and God-fearing sons (Il Macc.
7), gave his body to be roasted and executed by fire,
which could in no wise separate him from the love
of God (Rom. 8:39),

Eighteen Anabaptists were apprehended and
burned at Salzburg in 1528.

MM D, Il 17; E, 427; G, 12; ME 1V 409;
LEK I 119 Nr. 706.

Leonhard Bernkopf] was burned at the stake
in 1542 at Salzburg because he remained
faithful to his beliefs.

MM D, Il 63; E, 465; G, 48, ME | 299;
LEK I 119 Nr. 710.
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When, on the 26th of April 1557, the above-
mentioned Joriaen and Clement were brought forth
to death, the common people greatly commiserated
them; but they said: “Weep not for us, but for
your sins, and repent truly.” After they had offered
up their prayer to God with a fervent heart, each
wks placed at a stake, and they said: “We suffer
not for evildoing, but only for the obedience of
the truth.” And having, with a firm trust, com-
mended their spirits or souls into the hands of God,
they courageously offered their necks for the truth,
and were first strangled, and then burnt; and thus
they, to the consolation and joy of many pious
persons, continued steadfast unto the end in the
accepted truth of the holy Gospel.

When they had finished their tyranny by stran-
gling and burning, they, in order to quench their
doctrine, also thought to burn their books (for as
old writers tell us, Joriaen Simons was engaged in
selling books); but when the books were perceived
to be on fire, there arose such an uproar among the
people, that the lords took to flight, whereupon
the books were thrown among the multitude, who
reached for them with eagerness; so that, through
divine providence, the truth, instead of being
quenched, as it was sought to do, was spread the
bmorlie, by the reading of so great a number of these

00Ks.

The oldest son of the afore-mentioned martyr-
ess, named Adriaen Wens, aged about fifteen years,
could not stay away from the place of execution on
the day on which his dear mother was offered up;
hence he took his youngest little brother, named
Hans (or Jan) Mattheus Wens, who was about
three years old, upon his arm and went and stood
with him somewhere upon a bench, not far from the
stakes erected, to behold his mother’s death.

But when she was brought forth and placed at
the stake, he lost consciousness, fell to the ground,
and remained in this condition until his mother and
the rest were burnt. Afterwards, when the people
had gone away, having regained consciousness, he
went to the place where his mother had been burnt,
and hunted in the ashes, in which he found the
screw with which her tongue had been screwed
fast, which he kept in remembrance of her.

Joriaen Simonsz was burned at the stake at
Haarlem, North Holland, on April 26, 1557,
together with Clement Dirksz. Joriaen was
a weaver and/or book seller. Officials wanted
to bum his forbidden books with him, but
were prevented by the crowd which eagerly
took possession of them (see illustration).

MM D, Il 179; E, 564; G, 138; ME III
122; LEK 1 119 Nr. 722.

Mayken Wens was burned at the stake at
Antwerp on October 6, 1573. She wrote a
number of letters to her husband and sons.
The illustration shows how a son searches
the ashes to find the tongue screw which had
been placed on his mother’s tongue to pre-
vent her from witnessing during the execu-
tion (see also page 65).

MM D, Il 661; E, 980; G, 495; ME III
439; LEK | 121 Nr. 749.
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The authorities tormented her for three days in
succession, but could not induce her to forsake her
faith, since she would adhere to Christ; for ac-
cording to the Scriptures, no one is ever confound-
ed, who fears God from the heart. The bailiff
entreated her to go to church and he would release
her, and give her her board for a whole year; but
she would not consent, but desired to adhere to
Christ, and to give her life for His sake; where-
upon she was condemned to be drowned.

On the way, Maria said: “I have been the bride
of a man; but today | hope to be the bride of
Christ, and to inherit His kingdom with Him.” As
they approached the water, one of the hypocrites
said: “O Maria, repent, or it will not go well with
you.” At the water, they delayed with her over
two hours, thinking that they could induce her to
apostatize, forsake the truth, and follow them.
Thereupon Maria said: 'T adhere to my God; pro-
ceed with what you have come here for; the wheat
is in the straw; it must be threshed, so the Word of
God has begun, and must be finished.” With this,
she undressed, willingly surrendered herself, and
said: “O heavenly Father, into Thy hands | com-
mend my spirit,” and was thus drowned, and died,
confessing the name of God, and sealing it with
her death to the consolation of all believers.

In this year 1571, Brother Wolfgang Pinder was
apprehended through treachery, at Scharding, in
Bavaria.

Once two priests came to said brother; one of
them talked with him, and admonished him to for-
sake his error and be converted; but brother Wolf-
gang, though still suffering great pain from the
torturing and racking, said to him with a manful
heart: “O you priest, do repent, and turn from
your sinful life, and false doctrine; for you are a
false prophet, and one of the rogues that go about
in sheep’s clothing, and cover their deceitfulness
and rascality with long robes; but inwardly you are
ravening wolves, upon whom the Lord has pro-
nounced many woes.” At this the priest got angry
and blushed, as did also the other; and they could
not accomplish their purpose with him. Finally
they sent him back from Burkhausen to Scharding,
where he had originally been apprehended. In
both places they tried him hard, but could not ac-
complish their purpose with him. When he could
not be moved, and would not follow their false
doctrine, he had to lay down his life. They unex-
pectedly set a day, and he was taken out early in
the morning to be executed, without any judicial
sentence, which brother Wolfgang demanded.

Maria of Montjoic, Eifel Mountains, Ger-
many, resisted all pleas and threats to give
up her faith. On the way to the place of exe-
cution, she sang cheerfully and said,- “1 have
been the bride of a man, but today | hope
to be the bride of Christ.” She was drowned
in 1552 after an imprisonment lasting nearly
two years.

MM D, Il 131: E, 525; G, 100; ME 111
480; LEK | 119 Nr. 716.

Wolfgang Binder was seized in Scharding on
the Inn River because of his Hutteritc views.
He was severely tortured but refused to re-
cant and was beheaded in February, 1571.

MM D, Il 540; E, 875; G, 403; ME I,
344; LEK | 120 Nr. 742.
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VI. The Breakdown of the Withess

The Anabaptist movement originated in Switzer-
land and spread via Strassburg through Melchior
Hofmann to the Low Countries. Here the message
found a well prepared soil. Nevertheless, the move-
ment encountered very strong opposition. The Low
Countries were occupied by a Spanish-Catholic
government. Charles V and his son, Philip II,
were determined to preserve this outpost for the
Catholic Church and their political ambitions.
Thus, a most severe inquisition machinery was set
up. Already during the Middle Ages, the arm of
inquisition suppressed all heresy. All views “dev-
iating from those of the church” were labeled as
“heresy.” Punishments included whipping, various
kinds of torture, and death. Governmental and
church authorities cooperated or competed in the
rights to prosecute those afflicted with heretical
views. It was unthinkable that within one country,
under one God, there could be any toleration of
deviating religious views. The engravings from
the Martyrs’ Mirror illustrate not only how the

The barrel! with spikes (a person is inside)
was only one instrument of torture among
many. The constant persecution by state and
church to enforce the traditional faith in
“one God, one church and one baptism”
caused the spiritual, mental and physical
breakdown of many believers. One night a
few nonresistant Anabaptists of Amsterdam
proclaimed the Lord’s “woe” with swords in
their hands. Another small group was led to
undress in a house, to set the clothes on fire
and to proclaim the Lord’s approaching judg-
ment on the market square during the night.
These spontaneous outbursts were a release
of pressure for the few involved, but were
also used as an excuse for more severe perse-
cution of all those not involved.
Source: BCPIL
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Anabaptist message spread in the various countries,
but also the severity with which those who ac-
cepted it were tortured and punished.

As a rule, the suffering tested, strengthened, and
fortified the witness of the faithful believer. With
Paul, the suffering witnesses expected the second
coming of the Lord within their lifetime. This
eschatological hope was strengthened and the ex-
pectation heightened as the persecution increased.

After Melchior Hofmann's imprisonment in
Strassburg, some persecuted Anabaptists looked
longingly for the heavenly Jerusalem where the
faithful believers would find a refuge and the
Lord would come to establish his kingdom. Various
places were named as a possible refuge. A sig-
nificant role was played by Miinster in Westphalia.

The Reformation had been accepted in Miin-
ster, particularly through the preaching of Bern-
hard Rothmann. When the fanatical Dutch lead-
ers, Jan Matthvs and Jan van Leyden arrived,
they introduced adult baptism and took over the
rule of the city with the help of Bernhard Knip-
perdolling. Soon Jan van Leyden was proclaimed
“king of the New Zion.” Apostles were sent out
to invite the persecuted Anabaptists to come

Under his leadership, Jan van Gcelen of
Munster found only some forty of the 3000
to 5000 Anabaptists of Amsterdam willing to
take over the city hall. They were literally
butchered the next day at a public spectacle.
The Anabaptist leader Jacob van Campen,
who had opposed this development and had
succeeded in keeping the large congregation
in check, nevertheless suffered a similarly
cruel death. (Below: Jan van Geelen is
jumping from the city hall of Amsterdam
which is being reconquered by the city
authorities.)
Source: BCHL
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to the chosen city. Thus far, the leaders and the
misled follower had hoped that God himself
would defend his persecuted children. Now the
city was besieged by the bishop and Protestant
rulers and the Munsterites made use of the de-
fenses and arms of the city and called on the
Anabaptists everywhere to come and help them
fight the battle of the Lord. The disastrous end
came in 1535 when the city was betrayed from
within. Similar smaller uprisings occurred in Bols-
ward, Friesland, and in Amsterdam.

These incidents created a false image of the
“revolutionary” character of Anabaptism. In the
public mind, the incidents of aimed resistance
or insurrection overshadowed all favorable char-
acteristics of the early Anabaptist beliefs and wit-
ness and tarnished its public image for centuries.
The best illustrations of this are the selected en-
gravings taken from contemporary, popular prop-
aganda literature. The inhuman and unbearable
torturing and suffering of the persecuted Ana-
baptists, drove the survivors from the mainstream
of life into secluded areas where survival was
possible. In Switzerland they went into the moun-
tains; and in the Netherlands, along the Baltic
Coast, and at the mouth of the Vistula River, they
settled in swampy areas. The suppression and the
resulting breakdown of the witness, when some
took up aims, only increased the persecution and
the withdrawl of the Anabaptists from the main-
stream of life. Nevertheless, there were strong
voices to be heard all over Europe for many years.
The echo can be heard to this day. Outstanding
among these voices was Menno Simons who,
through preaching and writing, helped with the
restitution of the early witness of Anabaptism.

Suffering severe persecution and lacking sound
leadership, many Anabaptists began to look
for a specific place at which the Lord’s second
coming was to take place. For many the city
of Minster in Westphalia appeared to be
the chosen second Jerusalem. The “children
of Jacob” took the city without force and the
“children of Esau” left. When the bishop,
supported by Catholic and Protestant rulers,
besieged the city, Jan van Leiden was pro-
claimed king of the New Jerusalem (below).
The baptismal service (right) shows that the
peaceful Anabaptists in Miunster had been
transformed to a militant group ready to de-
fend the “City of God” to the last drop of
blood. The fortified city (see below) sur-
rendered because of starvation and betrayal
from the inside.

Source: BCHL
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VIl. The Restitution of the Withess

Menno Simons (1496-1561) was priest in the
village of Witmarsum, Friesland, at the time when
Anabaptism spread through the Low Countries.
He was influenced by the evangelical movement,
read the writings of the reformers, and had ac-
cepted some basic evangelical views by the time
radical Anabaptism came into his neighborhood.
He lost some of his parish members in the Bols-
ward insurrection. He wrote a strong statement
against Jan van Leyden of Minster and other
radicals. Fie even had some discussions with rep-
resentatives of militant Anabaptism. From his pul-
pit he warned publicly against their fanaticism.
He was fighting on two fronts: against the abuses
of the Catholic Church which he served as a
priest, and against the fanaticism of radical Ana-
baptism. Finally, he gave up his position in order
to become a shepherd of the persecuted, peaceful,
and evangelical Anabaptists whom he gathered,
helped, and guided in these crucial days. So sig-
nificant was his role that his name became at-
tached to the movement when it was referred to
in official records as being “Mennonite.”

Menno Simons has given us a vivid account of
his own observations of the development of Ana-
baptism while he was undergoing a radical spir-
itual change which led him to the acceptance of
an evangelical faith and ultimately of the leader-
ship of severely persecuted Anabaptism. The lat-
ter necessitated his leaving the security of the
parish and going into exile. The following is the
story of Menno’ conversion in his own words.

“Meanwhile it happened, when | had resided
[in Witmarsum] about a year, that several
launched adult baptism. . . . Next in order the
sect of Minster made its appearance, by whom
many pious hearts in our quarter were deceived.
My soul was much troubled, for | perceived that
though they were zealous they erred in doctrine.
| did what | could to oppose them by preaching
and exhortations, as much as in me was. | con-
ferred twice with one of their leaders, once in
private, and once in public. . ..

Afterwards the poor straying sheep who wand-
ered as sheep without a proper shepherd, after
many cruel edicts, garrotings, and slaughters, as-
sembled at a place near my place of residence
called Oude Klooster [Bolsward]. And alas!
through the ungodly doctrines of Mainster, and
in opposition to the Spirit, Word, and example
of Christ, they drew the sword to defend them-
selves, the sword which the Lord commanded
Peter to put in its sheath.

After this had transpired the blood of these
people, although misled, fell so hot on my heart
that | could not stand it, nor find rest in my soul.

Jan van Leiden, Bernhard Knipperdolling,
and Bernhard Krechting, the leaders of the
Miunster kingdom, were tortured to death
with glowing pincers and swords, while the
bishop and the crowd watched the spectacle.
(The instruments have been preserved in the
museum of Miinster.) The three victims were
put into iron cages and hung up on the tower
of the St. Lambert Church as a warning of
what happens to those who dare introduce
deviating views. Replicas of the iron cages
hang there to this day, and the liberation of
the city is commemorated annually in a popu-
lar carnival.

Sources: Lambertus Hortensius, Oproeren
der Wcderdopcren. . . . (Amsterdam, 1660).
p. 113, 147.

Die Wiedertaufer, (Munster, 1935), plate
XIX, XX.

Ida C. Strover, Die Wedertaufcr in Minster.
(Dortmund, 1933), 34.

Menno Simons, Complete Writings (Herald
Press, Scottdale, Pa., 1956).
BCHL
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I reflected upon my unclean, carnal life, also the
hypocritical doctrine and idolatry which 1 still
practiced daily in appearance of godliness, but
without relish. | saw that these zealous children,
although in error, willingly gave their lives and
their estates for their doctrine and faith. And |
was one of those who had disclosed to some of
them the abominations of the papal system. But
I myself continued in my comfortable life and ac-
knowledged abominations simply in order that I
might enjoy physical comfort and escape the cross
of Christ. . ..

My heart trembled within me. | prayed to God
with sighs and tears that He would give to me, a
sorrowing sinner, the gift of His grace, create with-
in me a clean heart, and graciously through the
merits of the crimson blood of Christ forgive my
unclean walk and frivolous easy life and bestow
upon me wisdom, spirit, courage, and a manly
spirit so that | might preach His exalted and ador-
able name and holy Word in purity, and make
known His truth to His glory.

I began in the name of the Lord to preach pub-
licly from the pulpit the word of true repentance,
to point the people to the narrow path, and in the
power of the Scripture openly to reprove all sin
and wickedness, all idolatry and false worship, and
to present the true worship; also the true baptism
and the Lord’s Supper, according to the doctrine
of Christ, to the extent that | had at that time re-
ceived from God the grace.

I also faithfully warned everyone against the
abominations of Minster, condemning king, po-
lygamy, kingdom, sword, etc. After about nine
months or so, the gracious Lord granted me His
fatherly Spirit, help, and hand. Then I, without
constraint, of a sudden, renounced all my worldly
reputation, name and fame, my unchristian abom-
inations, my masses, infant baptism, and my easy
life, and | willingly submitted to distress and pov-
erty under the heavy cross of Christ. In my weak-
ness | feared God; | sought out the pious and
though they were few in number | found some
who were zealous and maintained the truth. | dealt
with the erring, and through the help and power
of God with His Word, reclaimed them from the
snares of damnation and gained them to Christ.
The hardened and rebellious I left to the Lord. . . .

It happened about one year after this while |
was secretly exercising myself in the Word of God
by reading and writing that some six, seven, or
eight persons came to me who were of one heart
and one soul with me, beyond reproach as far as
man can judge in doctrine and life, separated from
the world after the witness of Scripture and under
the cross, men who sincerely abhorred not only the
sect of Minster, but the cursed abominations of
all other worldly sects. In the name of those pious
souls who were of the same mind and spirit both
with themselves and with me, they prayerfully re-
quested me to make the great sufferings and need
of the poor oppressed souls my concern, seeing that
the hunger was very great and the faithful stewards

altogether few. They urged me to put to good use
the talents which |, though unworthy, had received
from the Lord. .. .

When the persons before mentioned did not de-
sist from their supplications and my own conscience
made me somewhat uneasy even in my weakness,
because | saw the great hunger and need referred
to, then | surrendered myself soul and body to the
Lord, and committed myself to His grace, and com-
mended in due time, according to the contents of
His holy Word, to teach and to baptize, to till the
vineyard of the Lord with my little talent, to build
up His holy city and temple and to repair the
tumble-down walls.” 1

This Menno Simons did in a decisive moment
by writing, preaching and courageously risking his
life in continuous travel. All of this he did by
claiming as his motto: “For other foundation can
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”
(I Corinthians 3:11).

1. Menno Simons. The Complete Writings (Herald Press, Scottdule,
Pa., 1956) GEO-GR2

Mcnno Simons (1496-1561) was a Catholic
priest in Witmarsum, Friesland, and was
converted by reading the Bible. 1 Corinthians
3:11 became the foundation on which he
gathered the Anabaptists which were scat-
tered like “sheep without a shepherd.” His
followers became known as Mennonites
(Etching by Jan Luyken).

Source: BCHL
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The books shown are some of the various editions of the Martyrs' MIrror used in the production of this issue of
Mennonite Life. on the left is a 1660 Dutch edition of the Martyrs’ Mirror which has only one engraving which
was used under “Christ, the Cross-bearer-> (p. 53). The worn, large volume of 1685 is the one from which the Jan
Luyken engravings were taken (see also at right). The weight of the book is 17% pounds and its measurements
are 1634 x 11 x 5.” The third volume is a copy of the 1748-49 German edition published at Ephrata, Penn-
sylvania. The last two copies are the present-day German and the English editions of the Manyrs’ Mirror stiil in

use in America.

BOOKS USED FOR THIS ISSUE

The books featured above and described in the
caption represent some of the sources which were used
to produce this issue of Mennonite Life. The titles of
the books and others used follow.

Thielcman J. van Braght, Hct Blocdig Toonecl der
Doof)s-gesinde, cn Weercloose Christcnen . . . 1660.

Thieleman J. van Braght, HCt Blocdig Toonecl of
Martclacrs Spiegel der Doopesgcsinde of Wecreloosc
Christcnen . .. (Amsterdam, 1685).

Thieleman J. van Braght, The Bloody Theater or
Martyrs' Mirror of the Defenseless Christians, who
Baptized Only Upon Confession of Faith, and Who
Suffered and Died for the Testimony of Jesus Their
Saviour, (Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1964).

Thieleman J. van Braght, Der blutige Schauplatz
oder Martyrer-Spiegel der Taufgesinnten oder Wehr-
losen Christen (Scottdale, Pennsylvania 1962).

P. van Eeghen and J. Ph. van der Kellen, Hel
werk van fan cn Casper Luyken 1. (Amsterdam, 1905).

Jan Gleysteen, “The Artist, Jan Luyken,” Mennonite
Life (october, 1965) pp. 168-171

The following articles of the Mennonite Encyclopedia
(Scottdale, Pennsylvania) were used and are helpful:
“The Marlrys’ Mirror’ and others, Il 517-529; “O ffer
der Heeren,” IV 22; “Plans de Ries,” IV 330 f.

RECOMMENDED SUPPLEMENTARY
READING

Throughout the issue the reader finds in the left-
hand column of the left page a brief text from the
Martyrs’ MIrror. The last line under the right side
caption pertaining to the individual gives the abbrevi-
ated title of the sources, including the text from which
the selection was taken. It is easy to locate additional
information in the English or German copies of the
Manyrs’ Mirror (note Key to Abbreviations, p. 54).

Another valuable source of information is the four-
volume set of the Mennonite Encyclopedia which has
longer articles and references to sources, not only on
every martyr featured in this issue but on all of the
martyrs who gave their lives for their faith. In most of
the cases the reader will have to look for the informa-
tion under the first name of the martyr.

Other general books helpful are the following:

Cornelius Krahn and Melvin Gingerich, The Men-
nonites. An Introduction to Sources (Newton, Kansas
1967).

c. plenry smith, The Story of the Mennoniles
(Newton, Kansas, 1963).

C. J. Dyck (ed.), An Introduction to Mennonite
History (Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1967).

P. M. Yoder, Four Hundred Years With The Aus-
bund (Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1964).

Additional copies of this issue of Mennonite Life for
use in classes and for distribution can be ordered with

a 33 percent discount. The regular price of a single
copy is $.75.
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