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I S S U E
IN THI S This issue is devoted primarily to 

the art of healing in the Christian 
context. A few decades ago, a 
Mennonite medical doctor in North

America was almost as rare as a Mennonite lawyer. But 
now the medical profession is on the top of the list of pro­
fessions chosen annually by the ever-increasing number of 
Mennonite college graduates. To name any single reason 
for this great change would likely result in our missing the 
point. Nevertheless, among the reasons would be the appeal 
that the medical and nursing professions offer, which is the 
unusual opportunity for Christian service. The ideal of 
service has been stressed in our churches and communities 
and is bearing fruit. A world in need calls for Christian 
service abroad and at home and offers more opportunities 
today than ever before. Is the idealism which in­
spires our young people today to go into voluntary Chris­
tian service to the utmost corners of the earth maintained 
at the home front in the various professions such as farm­
ing, industries, business, teaching, nursing, and in the med­
ical service? This issue raises this question pertaining to 
the latter. fil The first three articles feature problems 
which a Mennonite physician faces in our day. The fourth 
and fifth present reports dealing with National Health 
Service in Britain, while the sixth raises some questions 
pertaining to mental health and the Mennonites, particu­
larly in Canada. The list of Mennonite medical doctors 
who have graduated from Mennonite colleges in the U.S., 
illustrates the trend and the popularity of the medical pro­
fession among contemporary Mennonites. The article, 
“Clothing the Naked,” by Alvin J. Miller is the third in a 
series and relates a chapter of early Mennonite sendee out­
reach. “ Latest Mennonite Migrations” indicates
that Mennonites are still on the move. In “Two Menno­
nite Pioneers,” Elmer F. Suderman gives a review of how 
Christian Krehbiel and C. Henry Smith in their autobiog­
raphies described pioneer conditions of nearly one hundred 
years ago. *1 Unusually rich is the belated appearance 
of “ Mennonite Research in Progress,” “ Mennonite Bibliog­
raphy, 1962,” (otherwise published annually in the April 
issue) and the book reviews with particular emphasis on 
Anabaptism-Mennonitism.
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The
Physician 

in His 
Church

B y Paul Erb

S ix t y  y e a r s  a g o  the Mennonites of America had few 
doctors, few hospitals, and only the beginning of nursing 
education. Now there are at least five hundred prac­
ticing medicine or preparing to do so. There are hun­
dreds of Mennonite nurses. We have scores of hos­
pitals and clinics in a dozen or more countries. We 
thank God for this new resource of the church, these 
persons and facilities which help the church to express 
compassion through the healing arts.

The Christian physician is an active participant in 
the life of the congregation. His intelligent and firm 
faith is a testimony to the compatibility of science and 
faith. His dynamic experience of salvation is evidence 
that Christianity supplies a felt need. He carries re­
sponsibility in the church program, not asking to be 
excused because of occasional calls. He and his fam­
ily express the full brotherhood of the church, assert­
ing or acting no status superiority. He is careful that 
above average income does not justify a standard of 
living that separates him from his brethren. He car­
ries his full financial share of the church budget.

The Christian physician defends and illustrates Chris­
tian ethics in his profession. He tolerates no schizo­
phrenia of a walk and a talk that do not match. 
Standing for integrity, he proves himself worthy of 
trust.

He is honest in his diagnosis and his treatment. It 
has been competently charged that “America is the 
most over-medicated, over-operated, and over-inocu- 
Iated country in the world.” The patient must remain 
a free man. His consent must be enlightened. The 
doctor is a teacher (doctits). He must first convince, 
then prescribe.

The physician is responsible for the adequacy of 
the drugs prescribed. Says the New York Academy of 
Medicine: “If anyone speaks out for improvement of 
clinical testing of new drugs, it will have to be the 
physicians. After all, testing is ultimately their re­
sponsibility.” They must be satisfied regarding thera­
peutic efficacy, safety, and any significant untoward 
reactions. Members of a learned society must lead 
rather than follow.

There must be honest reporting to a patient regard­
ing his condition. A professional lie is as black as any 
other.

The Christian physician will charge just fees. Life, 
not money, should motivate him. It is difficult to 
believe that the powerful American Medical Associa­
tion lobby is free from selfish interest in opposing legis­
lation on socialized medicine. Dr. Ratner of Loyola, 
says: “The medical profession has the obligation to see 
that every patient has the medical care he needs.”
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Medical advance rather than selfish interests should 
concern the Christian doctor.

The Christian physician makes his contribution to 
an understanding statement of position by his church. 
The church needs the insights of her medical men and 
women on such questions as planned parenthood. The 
professional man helps to protect his brethren from 
charlatans and quacks. He should be a critic of our 
literature and of our sermons, helping us to avoid in­
accuracies of every sort.

The Christian physician is a servant of men. The 
large number of this group who have contributed or 
will contribute to the service program of the church is

not an accident. Unselfish service is the ideal about 
which he rallies.

Every doctor should give some period of service to 
his church. He may have a career abroad, either as a 
missionary or as self-supported. He may be able to 
give at least a sabbatical year or a short period in re­
lief work somewhere in the world. He will set up his 
practice where he is needed. He will use some of his 
means to help young men complete their training. 
There is danger of losing the early vision which 
motivated entering the profession.

The Christian must be a Christian in a disordered 
world. He must partake of the compassion of Christ. 
He must be a man who cares.

The
Physician in 

the Community
By ]. Winfield Fretz

T h e  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  his family are significant elements 
in the operation of a social system in modern com­
munities. They are important because in the hectic 
American struggle for success, the physician stands 
near the top. On one such survey conducted by the 
National Opinion Research Center in cooperation 
with the Federal Bureau of the Census and Ohio 
State University, the physicians in the popular mind 
ranked second to the Supreme Court justices which 
were at the very top.

The Status of the Physician

Why are physicians and public office holders rated 
at the very apex of the stratification scale? It is be­
cause they represent achievements which many want 
but few can attain. There is a limit to the number 
of people who can be court justices, senators, gover­
nors, mayors and physicians. In other words, there 
is a scarcity of supply. On the other hand, there is an 
almost unlimited demand for the services of these high 
ranking professional men. Since most of us live in small­

er towns and cities where there are normally no nation­
al political personalities, the physician, in most American 
communities, stands at the top of the social pyramid. 
While the banker and the manufacturer may equal or 
exceed the doctor in annual earnings or property hold­
ings, they do not equal him in social rank because the 
medical profession is buttressed by centuries of heritage 
as a noble profession. The banking and the manufac­
turing occupations, on the other hand, have a more 
questionable lineage. They are in the tradition of the 
once doubtful occupations of “money-changers,” and 
“robber barons.” We need to be reminded of the fact 
that commerce or trade has only in recent centuries be­
come respectable as forms of economic enterprise in 
Protestant circles. Let us not forget that as Menno- 
nites most of us are but a generation or two removed 
from the time when our own forefathers, like our con­
temporary Amish brethren, frowned on occupations 
other than agriculture or elemental handcrafts.

The physician is in an important social position in 
whatever community he may be practicing. In a large 
number of instances he is also among the community’s
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most wealthy men. The combined possessions of pro­
fessional prestige and economic wealth result in a lofty 
social position, characterized as having social status. 
Prestige and material wealth in our society spells 
power. It spells power because, according to the defi­
nition of one philosopher “power is the ability to 
achieve purpose.” Power is that situation which en­
ables people to do what they want to do. In America, 
the combination of occupational prestige and money 
power spells “success.”

Being on top of the pile socially and economically is 
not without its jeopardies. Bud Wilkinson, the highly 
successful Oklahoma University football coach, after 
winning conference championships and bowl games 
with monotonous regularity, once sagely remarked 
that: “It is harder to stay on top than to get on top.” 
All of us learned this lesson as children playing the 
game “King of the Hill.” Most of us were able to be 
“king” at one time or another but usually only for a 
moment. Few of us were skillful enough to ward off 
attacks on all sides and remain on top unmolested.

The Physician and Public Opinion
The public image of the doctor in the local com­

munity is partly a public relations problem. The 
physician and his patient, like the employer and his 
employee, are outwardly polite and pay civil respects 
to each other, but in reality there is considerable social 
distance between them. There is a mutual uneasiness 
that all is not well; that there are significant feelings 
about each other that are not expressed.

In this respect Reinhold Niebuhr relates a pertinent 
observation made while ministering to a church in 
the Detroit area. He had members in his church who 
were auto executives and those who were members of 
labor unions. He was impressed what highly moti­
vated Christian men these fellows were as individuals. 
But he could never reconcile this with their contrast­
ing behavior as members of their collective bodies. 
Here these same men seemed to approve instruments 
of coercion, intimidation, and even the use of violence 
against each other if it was considered necessary. This 
was one motivating factor that caused Niebuhr to 
write his classic book on the theme, Moral Man in Im ­
moral Society. In this same sense many people see 
doctors as individuals in a different light than they see 
them as members of the American Medical Associa­
tion. While the A.M.A. does not use violence it does 
use tactics vigorously criticized by the American public.

Already in 1936 Harold Titus, the author of a popu­
lar college textbook on ethics, in speaking of medical 
ethics, said:
While the medical profession has had a long and hon­
orable history' and today ranks high among the pro­
fessions in public esteem, the profession has lost con­
siderably in public estimation during recent decades.

A partial explanation for this would appear to include 
the following: the attempt on the part of the profes­
sion to maintain the status quo of medical practice in 
the face of rapidly changing social and economic con­
ditions; its failure to protect itself against the incom­
petent and the unscrupulous practitioner, who seems 
to be protected by the code; the extent to which med­
ical ethics and hospital etiquette interfere with the in­
terests of the patient. Some go so far as to assert that 
medicine is becoming a private business rather than a 
public service.1

Today criticisms of physicians and their professional 
association are no longer confined to textbooks in 
ethics. Recently a Bethel College senior wrote a paper 
on the subject, “The American Medical Profession: 
A Study of Power, Political Activity and Prosperity.” 
Of the approximately 75 bibliographical references, 
many were sharply critical and some openly sarcastic. 
Note the following titles and the variety of periodicals 
which carried them:

“Ethical Standards of the Medical Profession,” An­
nals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Sciences, Vol. 297 (January 1955).

“The Patient’s Dilemma,” The Reporter, XX (April 
30. 1959).

“The Battle for Your Health Dollar,” Look, 25 
(April 11, 1961).

“The Politics of Medicine,” Harper’s Magazine, Vol. 
209 (October 1960).

“Doctor’s and Politics,” American Journal of Soci­
ology, 66 (November 1960).

“Who Gets Paid What?” Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 201 
(May 1958).

“Too Much Unnecessary Surgery,” U.S. News and 
World Report, 34 (February 20, 1953).

“The M. D.’s Are off Their Pedestal,” Fortune, Vol. 
40 (February 1954).

“The A.M.A.’s Decsion to End Fight Against Closed 
Panel Health Plans,” Business Week (June 20, 1959).

William Michelfelder’s widely read I t’s Cheaper to 
Die provides evidence of the frame of mind of a seg­
ment of the American public toward the American 
Medical Association. The title of the last chapter is 
entitled, “Organized Medicine Under Fire.” The first 
two paragraphs of this chapter read as follows:
These are grave times for organized medicine. Hos­
pitals and drug manufacturers are learning the same 
painful lesson that millions of Americans feel that 
medical service has deteriorated into a business and the 
ideal of rendering care to sick humanity has become 
tainted with opportunism and commerce.
Many dedicated, selfless, and honorable physicians are 
worried by the growing hostility toward their profes­
sion. Beset on all sides—the Congressional (power) of 
the pharmaceutical industry and their relationship to 
that industry, the assault of comprehensive medical- 
care plans, the growing number of malpractice suits, 
the invasion of Blue Cross and Blue Shield territory by
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privately owned insurance carriers, the antagonism of 
responsible leadership in labor and laymen-inspired in­
vestigations of medical practices—the ethical physician 
of 1960 finds himself with his back to the wall and does 
not know exactly how he was pushed there.”2

The above is certainly not news to most doctors, 
however. It is a reminder of the seriousness of the 
problem we are discussing. Let us shift the focus of 
attention from the general American picture to a 
particular Mennonitc community. Many of the criti­
cisms of the medical profession in general apply locally 
as well.

Criticisms leveled against the American physicians 
are not leveled at the scientific aspects of their prac­
tice. Doctors are not under fire because of bad med­
ical analyses or careless treatment of patients. The 
weight of criticism is directed at their economic ac­
tivities and their ethical behavior.

One Mennonite public health nurse in Pennsylvania 
told me she was unable to get any doctors and only 
one dentist to contribute even as little as three hours 
a month to clinical examinations of public school 
children. She was dismayed at this lack of coopera­
tion by medical men in her community to engage in 
a preventive program. Such professional disinterest 
reflects unfavorably on physicians and becomes the 
subject of critical P.T.A. discussion groups.

There is widespread resentment on the part of the 
public, and even of nurses, against the practice of 
doctors delegating such duties as giving injections, 
rebandaging injuries, and handling of routine office 
calls to nurses, then charging patients regular doctor’s 
fees.

Another oft repeated criticism heard locally is the 
tendency of the doctors to charge those who are med­
ically insured all that “the traffic will bear.” A nurse 
recently cited two illustrations of what she considered 
excessive charges. One doctor charged $28 for an X- 
ray and two office calls. Another in the same hos­
pital charged $32 for the same services. She said it 
was common practice for some doctors arbitrarily to 
charge extra whenever the patient had insurance to 
cover the charges. This suggests greed rather than 
professional concern for patient welfare.

The Public and the A.M.A.
A significant segment of the American public has 

not forgotten the past record of the American Medi­
cal Association with regard to progressive proposals 
for medical care. It is a matter of record that the 
association opposed workman’s compensation, blood 
banks, compulsory vaccinations, the original social 
security act, hospital and surgical insurance, and vari­
ous forms of cooperative group practices when they 
were first proposed. A widely publicized study by 
Yale graduate students charged the American Medical

Association with 1) dragging its feet in supporting 
expansion of medical education at a time when all 
America including the association was decrying a short­
age of doctors, 2) giving short shrift to minority 
opinion, 3) blocking virtually all plans for low cost 
medical care unless controlled by organized medicine, 
4) over-emphasizing society membership as a pre­
requisite for hospital appointments, 5) excluding for­
eign refugee doctors from medical practice or treating 
them as professional “coolies.”3 The criticism of the 
medical profession is not confined to opponents of 
the profession alone but is found among doctors as 
well. Already in 1948 Richard Sherwood, a  general 
practitioner from Niagara Falls, New York, wrote an 
article for Hitman Events entitled “Dooms Day for 
Doctors” in which he summarized trends in the med­
ical profession. I-Ie said:
To a certain extent the doctors have brought socialized 
medicine upon themselves. Much publicized vacations, 
new Cadillacs, huge houses, social prominence, and 
country club membership have served to emphasize the 
commercial aspect of medical care. . . . '

Fie concluded the article:
The number of powerful organizations and agencies, 
trying to down the doctors and bring them under the 
government medicine yoke, is now overwhelming. The 
more the doctors oppose the idea, the more the public 
thinks they are trying to line their own pockets. Presi­
dent Truman will merely respond to powerful public 
demand if he tries to install state medicine immediately.3

Health, in western society, is looked upon like edu­
cation, as a right to which everyone is entitled. It is 
thought of as something not only for those who can 
afford it but as a necessity to which all are entitled. 
The inability of some to have good medical care is 
considered a threat to all. This universally demand­
ed commodity, in the eyes of the public, often seems 
to be treated by the medical profession as if it were 
a private monopoly.

The supply of physicians is limited, yet few serious 
efforts by the medical profession seem to have been 
made to raise adequate funds to enable capable but 
poor students to get a medical training. The A.M.A.’s 
existing student loan plan is a step in the right direc­
tion. One cannot help wondering why the A.M.A. is 
not as zealously raising money by assessing its members 
for this purpose as it is by assessing them for funds to 
fight public health care programs. If federal aid has 
been proposed to provide funds for needed medical 
school facilities, it has been opposed by the American 
Medical Association on grounds that either additional 
facilities are not needed or that this would be a step 
toward socialism.'1

Spokesmen for the medical profession keep telling 
the American people how satisfactory the present 
arrangement of medical service is but the people are 
not persuaded. They insistently demand a more 
economical plan of securing medical care and want
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it on a prepayment basis rather than in sudden large 
unpredictable doses. The majority of Americans are 
insurance conscious, security conscious, and amortized- 
payment conscious. They demand medical care on the 
same basis that they buy their appliances, cars, houses, 
insurance, and even stocks and bonds.

Public Health Compared to Public Education
Some time ago I found an article in the Survey 

Graphic which summarized popular arguments against 
public education in America a hundred years ago. 
These arguments sounded very familiar.
1) That public education would destroy existing pri­

vate schools.
2) That it would place education in the hands of 

politicians.
3) That it would lower educational standards.
4) That some‘people should not be made to pay for 

other children’s education if they had none of their 
own.

5) That the entire system would vastly increase the 
tax burden on citizens.

Yet as a member of a private school faculty, I am 
constantly impressed, a century later, with the fact 
that the public schools are setting the pattern for the 
private schools. I am also impressed with the fact 
that a great many people who arc afraid of socialism 
in the field of medicine, the area of public utilities, 
and in large scale industry, seem to be unaware that 
public schools are a form of socialism. They send their 
children to public school all their lives and many get 
their education at slate universities rather than at 
private schools. While I am not advocating an in­
creased measure of socialism in America, I am not one 
who is afraid of public ownership as long as we have 
the fundamental forces of freedom of speech, freedom 
of religion and freedom of the ballot, or saying it differ­
ently, so long as we have dynamic Christianity and a 
rigorous democracy.

Medicine, as a means to health, is not a private 
right or the exclusive domain of the medical frater-
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nity. It belongs to the people. The people in a 
democracy will ultimately decide who will practice it, 
how it will be paid for and who will receive its bene­
fits. Health is in a sense no different than any of a 
long list of other social services which were once 
private matters but which in the course of time be­
came subject to public supervision. When such social 
services as health become the conscious desire and the 
need of everyone, they cease to be the private right of 
any individual or group.

Water, electricity, railroads, banks, highways, forests, 
mail service and parks are all public or semi-public 
services which were once strictly private affairs. As 
civilization and culture developed these desired serv­
ices were brought more and more under social control. 
There was nothing sinister about it, yet as these serv­
ices shifted from strictly private to public or semi­
public they were vigorously resisted by those who held 
private control and just as strongly advocated by those 
who stood to benefit by the change. Yet no one today 
is seriously proposing that the public school system 
be abolished in favor of parochial schools; no one is 
advocating the substitution of toll roads for our public 
highway system; no one argues that we turn our state 
and national parks over to private commercial recrea­
tion companies or all our forests to private lumber 
companies; or the post office system to a private profit 
making enterprise. Even our public utilities which 
provide us heat, light, fuel, and local transportation 
will not likely again be returned to completely free 
enterprise to be operated primarily for private benefit.

Health today is one of these social commodities 
which, like education, is being considered by American 
citizens as everybody’s just right. The American pub­
lic generally does not care so much whether it is 
publicly or privately provided so long as health is 
provided for all at a nominal cost. Electricity, gas, 
water, and transportation and education are provided 
in many communities by either publicly or privately 
operated enterprises. In many areas one is public 
and in another the same service is provided privately. 
Neither method is uniformly superior. Both systems 
have advantages and disadvantages. Particular cir­
cumstances in each community dictate which method 
is preferable for that community.

So too with medical sendees. If private groups can 
and do organize and provide adequate services, well 
and good. If, however, another community wishes to 
provide such services publicly, why not? There should 
be no stigma and no halo placed on either method. A 
system is after all only a means to an end, and in most 
cases the end is more important than the means. Many 
doctors and medical associations become extremely 
defensive whenever groups of citizens wish to organize 
cooperatively to provide medical services becoming 
even more bitter when public medicare proposals are 
made.

Many intelligent citizens cannot follow the defensive­
ness of the doctor’s logic. They grant that the pro­
posals are contrary to tradition but so are numerous 
other contemporary practices. There is nothing un­
ethical about social change. “New occasions teach 
new duties, time makes ancient good uncouth,” may 
apply to medical codes and practices as well as to any 
other aspect of life.

Doctors and Christian Stewardship
Christian doctors do not object to discussing the 

question of Christian stewardship. Apart from nor­
mal human jealousies which tend to exist wherever 
there are great disparities of income and the achieve­
ment of material success, some questions can be raised 
about the economics of the medical practice.

The extreme defensiveness of the medical doctors 
of the existing fee system tends to throw suspicion on 
their motives for being in practice or on the other 
hand, casts aspersions upon those doctors who are 
paid a salary such as resident doctors engaged by 
public and private hospitals, medical missionaries, and 
college physicians. The inference is often made that 
salaried physicians are generally second-rate physicians.

Increasingly the public has come to think of the 
medical practice as a high class business rather than 
a service profession. There are many who charge 
openly that many young doctors enter the medical 
profession solely for monetary gain. The difference 
between a profession and a business is that a business 
is operated solely for profit, whereas a profession is 
the performance of a service in response to a need by 
specially trained experts, regardless of financial return.

In this sense teaching and preaching are on a more 
professional basis than is the medical profession. In 
these professions service is rendered almost totally with­
out regard for monetär)' considerations. Students do 
not pay a fee for every interview a teacher gives them. 
No students stay away because they cannot afford to 
pay office fees. The tuition charged students is no 
higher for those with critical life problems and those 
difficult to educate.

The same is true of parishioners in congregations. 
The minister gives the people service not by a fee 
arrangement but in response to the calls that are made 
upon him for his services. While in Paraguay I ran 
across an interesting illustration of how the fee system 
operates when applied to the clergy. A certain Catho­
lic church had one fee for a funeral service in connec­
tion with a mass, another for a service at times other 
than a regular mass, an additional charge if there was 
to be a parade half way around the church, and a 
double fee if the parade should completely circle the 
church. Such a fee system in a church seems ridicu­
lous to us but it has logic in that costs are fixed in 
relation to personal interests and ability to pay.
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Physicians and the A.M.A.

It would seem as appropriate to raise a question 
about the intense identification of most medical doc­
tors with the American Medical Association, as it is 
to ask about church members identification with the 
U.A.W., the Teamsters Union, or the CIO-AFL. The 
public suspects that the motives of all these organiza­
tions are more concerned with advancing the welfare 
of their members than with the public welfare at large. 
The American public applauds those doctors who 
have the courage to challenge the A.M.A. policies 
when they are at variance with what seems to be 
public interest. Unfortunately there is little evidence 
that Christian doctors challenge A.M.A. practices. Are 
Christian physicians so closely identified with their 
professional association that they do not see, or do not 
dare to challenge questionable practices?

To take iss>ue with A.M.A. would seem just as 
proper as for the church to take issue with organized 
labor about coercion or with the state about conscrip-
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tion, or with society’s practices concerning divorce and 
alcohol.

Mennonite doctors are to be congratulated for or­
ganizing as a Christian professional group. The 
M.M.A. deserves congratulations for the service proj­
ects which it has understaken, such as the aid to the 
leprosy program in Paraguay, the scholarship fund for 
medical students, and the securing of equipment at 
mission and relief situations. It deserves congratula­
tions most of all for its attempt to be sensitive to the 
Christian demands made upon the medical profession. 
It can become a tremendously powerful arm in the 
body of Christ. Dedicated doctors are a strong force 
for good in every community. They are urgently 
needed in all parts of the world. Their willingness to 
serve on an emergency basis for several years in under­
privileged areas of the world is to be commended. 
With the marvelous worlcl-wide relief service of the 
Mennonite Central Committee it may be that in the 
words of Mordecai to Esther, the Lord has brought 
the Mennonite Medical Association forth for such a 
time as this.

50 (December 15, 1948). 
r,Ibid.
'Seymour E. Harris, “Prescription to Meet the Doctor 

Shortage,” New York Times Magazine (May 14, 1950) and 
R. B. Robins, M.D., “Too Many Wrong Ideas About Doc­
tors.” U.S. News and World Rc/iort, 34 (April 13, 1953), 
p. 50.

NEWBORN LOVE
When newborn love springs softly in the heart, 

how sweet it is!
O thus endowed I live, rich like a queen apart, 

full of its bliss!

The tide of life mounts up on soaring wings, 
inspired and free.

As deep within my heart love jubilantly sings 
its rhapsody.

My soul with awed devotion hears its sound.
O let it thrill!

It is so wonderful to drink its ioy newfound, 
tenderly, shyly still.

1911-1921 Rixt/Westra

SEIOO-FLY OR APPLE?
Elaine Sommers Rich

It’s a lie to say
there’ll be no pie 

in the sky
by and by.

For the earth 
we favor pie 

and mirth
But

let us not deny
that the most glorious pie 

is not yet cut.
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Jesus preaching and healing. “The Hundred Guilder Print” by Rembrandt.

The Physician 
in His Profession

By Wilmer A. Harms

W e  c o u l d  d w e l l  at some length on discussing the 
attributes and qualifications of a Christian physician 
in our modern society. However, I feel that there is 
no one here who would want to shy away from being 
one; in fact, our presence here at this conference gives 
meaning to our conviction of the tremendous need 
for Christian physicians in our world today. Para­
doxically it would be dishonest to say that any group,

oi collective groups, of Christian physicians could seize 
the initiative in the practice of medicine at this time. 
It is almost utopian for us to consider any possibility 
of our influencing the policies of the American Medi­
cal Association. Yet somewhere there must be the 
leaven that can cause the bread of Christian influence 
to rise. We must be more keenly aware that medicine 
as it is practiced by Christian physicians is not only 
distinctive but also extremely desirable.
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To Go All the Way With Christ
The “all or none” attitude has some very definite 

implications for us at this point. There is no room 
or place for ambivalent feelings and actions which 
would dare to masquerade under the name of a Chris­
tian physician. Either we are willing “to deny our­
selves” and go all the way with Christ, or else have no 
part of him. To harmonize our hearts, minds, and 
wills with that of Christ requires not mere wishing, 
but great effort and complete surrender of ourselves 
and our talents.

To bring our problem for discussion into a better 
perspective I would like us to take a look at a few 
aspects of Christian ethics which must be dealt with 
by a Christian physician in his professional relation­
ships. Before going any further I should make clear 
that the Christian ideals and ethical relationships 
are no different for a Christian physician then they 
would be for a Christian politician or businessman. 
We all have the exhortation “to make our calling and 
election sure” lest we offend our weaker brother and 
cause him to stumble.

In the first place, I would like to suggest that our 
professional contacts with our colleagues must be “goal- 
directed.” There must be a burden and a heart-felt 
concern on our part for the manifestation of God, 
be this toward an individual or a group. Our witness 
must have purpose in order to be effective.

We are all acquainted with colleagues who work 
hard to achieve financial status. Others will work dili­
gently to attain socio-political prestige—they clamor to 
be men “in high places.” Now, there is no real argu­
ment that either goal is not noble, but we must ques­
tion the means used to arrive at this goal. Such means 
do not lay up treasures which thieves cannot steal or 
moths cannot corrupt.

The Christian Physician Image
The term “Doctor Image” has become rather fa­

miliar to us in recent years, both to the profession as 
well as to the lay public, with the help of the press 
and other media of information. I would like to 
propose that we give this concept a  different connota­
tion which would be more appealing and challenging 
if we could present the “Christian Physician Image.” 
I am sure this would be desirable for the general public. 
Within the profession this would help to discourage 
the indulgence of telling shady anecdotes and the use 
of profanity and thereby promote a greater respect 
for Christian morals and ideals. In working toward 
such a goal we must be on guard constantly to por­
tray Christian character.

In the second place I am concerned that a  Christian 
physician stick to that which is right even at the expense 
of being unpopular or in the minority. As Christians 
we should and must hold before ourselves high ideals

and beliefs. We must be fortified with scriptural in­
junctions and divine wisdom in order to make proper 
and rightful decisions. This is obviously more appli­
cable for those who serve in places of leadership and 
responsible positions. I am very much afraid that 
too often when we are faced with certain decisions 
we are unable to resist leaning over backwards to do 
what is comfortable and easy rather than what is Chris­
tian. We tend to compromise a Christian and ethical 
principle in order to avoid prejudice.

All of us are familiar with problems of interpersonal 
relationships or dissenting opinions which may have 
come up among members of a clinic or an associated 
group, perhaps even more so among members of hos­
pital medical staffs. Doctors are human and must con­
tend with occasional ill feeling. We become incensed at 
relatively minor incidents; we feel free to express strong 
feelings of consternation in criticism of our colleagues 
who engage in practices which are held inviolate of our 
professional code of ethics and the Hippocratic oath. To 
be more specific, I can recall occasions at our hospital 
where we have questioned staff privileges and compe­
tence. Criticism has been directed at some members 
in their care of some patients. Personal affairs in 
private life have become matters of stafT concern. 
Obviously it behooves Christian physicians not to en­
gage in remarks and feelings that portray injustice 
and unethical conduct.

The Bible and Prayer
I mentioned earlier that one must be fortified with 

scriptural injunctions when faced with decisions. To 
me this has had significant application as I consid­
ered the various factors involved and how one might 
properly deal with problems. I thought of the wom­
an who was brought to Jesus on one occasion by the 
Pharisees with the accusation that she had been caught 
in the act of adultery. All of you are acquainted with 
the astounding answer given to the scribes and Phari­
sees by the Master, “Let him who is without sin among 
you cast the first stone” (John 8:7).

Admittedly the application of Christ’s teachings are 
not always this specific; however, it has been a chal­
lenge to me during my tenure of staff responsibility 
to use Scripture as a guidepost in dealing with situa­
tional problems which have faced me in my position. 
A compromise is not difficult to avoid when the prob­
lem is either black or white; the real problems of 
Christian ethics are those dealing in shades of gray.

There is another principle involved in Christian 
ethics which is of little value to the non-Christian 
and that is prayer. Pray about your problems. 
I am sure that here is an avenue to problem-solv­
ing we do not use often enough. Now prayer is not 
a substitute for hard work or an escape mechan­
ism, but it is both a practical help and a scriptural
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admonition directing us to reach the right decisions. 
Prayer will not always bring answers out of the 
“clear blue sky.” However through prayer and 
meditation you will re-examine the basis on which 
you are acting; and once you take God into 
the picture He will not let you feel helpless 
even though the answer may not be clear. Once your 
course of action or solution to your problem is clear 
do not hesitate to do what is plain to you even though 
it may be unpopular. Keep things in a proper bal­
ance. This will relieve you of concern about things 
which should not concern you and give you a greater 
interest in problems which should.

Professional Meetings
An area of prime concern for us in our professional 

relationships is that of medical society meetings. This 
concern is perhaps greatest on the local and county 
levels where you meet colleagues with whom you may 
also be acquainted on a non-professional basis. Here 
again as Christian physicians we must be on guard 
against indulging in light-hearted talk. I am also 
equally concerned about the social hour with its drinks 
and cocktails. I believe that it is clear to all of us 
that any participation on our part destroys our testi­
mony.

And now in summary I want to urge you to make 
application of the Apostle Peter’s example who, when 
he met the beggar at the gate of the temple, said,

“Such as I have give I unto thee,’’ Be yourself, do 
not attempt to pattern your motives and actions after 
anyone else but those of our Lord Jesus. Be a faithful 
steward of character, convictions, and principles. Dare 
to be humble; at times this may tend to embarrass us 
because it impresses on us just how far we have al­
lowed our pride to lead us. Humility does not mean 
an admission of error that is not felt, nor a weak com­
promise. Simply stated, it does mean understanding 
and kindness. It comes with real difficulty, but noth­
ing coidd possibly be more rewarding. Places of need 
and areas of service are not only out in foreign mission 
fields; they may be at your doorstep.

I am certain that we can do much to enhance our 
witness in our professional relationships by going 
about our practice in a quiet and unobtrusive manner 
which clearly reflects conscientious and faithful stew­
ardship of that which we believe to be right in our 
hearts. Be a Rock of Gibraltar that stands for sin­
cerity and integrity always, both to your patients and 
your colleagues. As you make your rounds in the 
hospital, splash about some of the warmth and good­
ness of your human spirit. Plelp weave into the fabric 
of other lives some of the goodness and faithfulness 
which God has entrusted to you. Such a life may be 
your patient, the nurse at the desk or making rounds 
with you, your consultant, or the doctor who scrubs 
with you at the operating table. Oftentimes it is not 
what you say but your manner which may plant the 
seed that falls into the hearts of those about you.

J UL Y,  1 9 6 3 109



National Health Service 
in Britain
A Review by ]. Lloyd Spaulding

Almont Lindsey, Socialized Medicine in England 
and Wales, The National Health Service 1948-1961 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1962).

Harry Eckstein, The English Health Service: Its
Origins, Structure and Achievements (Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1958).

Paul F. Gemmill, Britain’s Search for Health (Phila­
delphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1960).

Socialized Medicine
The three studies which are within the scope of 

this review attempt to interpret the experience of the 
British in modifying their institutional arrangements 
in providing health service to British citizens in a 
most comprehensive fashion. These efforts arc the 
most significant made by American social scientists 
which have come to the attention of this writer. 
Apart from being American social investigators, the 
background of the authors differs widely. Almont 
Lindsey is an historian of the University of North 
Carolina. Harry Eckstein is a political scientist of 
Harvard University. Paul F. Gemmill is an econo­
mist, now retired, but long associated with the Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania.

Because of the fact that Lindsey’s book is the most 
comprehensive of the three, most of this review will 
center on his study and the other two will be used 
principally to frame points of agreement or difference 
in conclusions or methods of approach.

The National Health Service represents socialized 
medicine in a literal sense. The direct economic 
barrier between the patient and the technology of 
health which the community possesses has been almost

completely removed. Most physicians and other tech­
nicians serving in health areas have become civil serv­
ants paid by the government from public funds. The 
hospitals are likewise public institutions. The Sendee 
was inaugurated by the Labor Party in its post World 
War II term of office. Yet the proposal was not a 
partisan measure and has received consistent support 
of the Conservative Party, both in its inception and 
implementation.

The National Health Service, as undertaken in 1948, 
was the outcome of a search to better meet health 
needs, which had been underway for decades. Almost 
forty years’ experience with a plan of general practi­
tioner care for wage earners in laboring class families, 
but not their family members, had been a part of 
British social security. From this experience was de­
rived the “capitation” plan of remunerating general 
practitioners, a device in making the system ac­
ceptable to the doctors in general practice. (The 
capitation fee is an annual per capita payment to the 
general practitioner on the basis of the number of 
persons on his list whom he has agreed to accept as 
patients. The fee becomes smaller after a certain 
point is reached to limit the economic incentive for 
expansion.)

Other common experience contributing to the plan 
can be seen in the demonstrated inadequacy of certain 
private insurance plans, particularly for middle-class 
families, the proven incapacity of private charity, and 
very importantly the collective experience of World 
War II  in the field of civilian and military medicine. 
The observer finds, then, institutions evolving, build­
ing on past experience to meet new needs, and not 
an environment of experimentation without precedents 
—drastic as some departures from past practice may 
have seemed to some. Yet the change was not ac-
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complished without periods of genuine controversy 
and tension between the government and the techni­
cal people involved in the transition, while matters 
of honest concern and disagreement were threshed out.

Background
In its present form the Health Service must be 

understood as comprising three major administrative 
units, each of which is directly responsible to the 
Minister of Health, and through him to Parliament. 
This structure represents an effort to achieve a balance 
between local autonomy and centralized control. This 
structure rests on prototypes found in the previous 
stage of health institutions in England.

The regional hospital boards. This agency admin­
isters the program of hospital services which includes 
the services of specialist physicians and the medical 
schools as well as the function of routine hospital care 
and laboratory service. Medical schools were given 
separate administrative relationships in the regional 
structure.

County and county borough councils. These groups 
administer the local health authority which includes 
recognized public health functions of vaccination and 
immunization, maternity and child welfare clinics, 
health visiting and home nursing services, as well as 
ambulance service and domestic help service.

The executive councils. Within their areas of juris­
diction are found the general practitioner service, the 
dental service, the supplementary opthalmic service, 
the pharmaceutical service. The anticipated Health 
Centers, which did not materialize, were also included 
under this administrative category.

Why National Health Service?
What were the needs which justified the establish­

ment of the National Health Sendee? The following 
interpretation may be suggested with no intention of 
being exhaustive.

1. War experience had produced a desire to change 
the old system. War is a  great collectivize!- and if 
needs can be met collectively in wartime, why revert 
to an unsatisfactory previous condition?

2. Discontent with the level of health services 
existed, as the central government through Social Se­
curity measures had only partially met the health 
needs of the lower groups. Middle-class families in 
many respects ran the greatest economic risks from 
health hazards.

3. The cost of hospital and specialist care had 
reached the point at which it was beyond the means 
of a large proportion of the population. In part this 
condition reflected the ever present technological revo­
lution in medicine itself. Indeed adequate medical 
care was judged to be beyond the reach of 80 per cent 
of the families in Great Britain.

4. The physical facilities of the hospitals themselves 
in the post World War II years stood in no likelihood 
of rehabilitation from private philanthropy or from 
local taxing authorities or from fees charged patients.

5. Distribution of medical sendees, particularly gen­
eral practitioners and hospital sendees, was uneven 
throughout the country.

The Cost
In a briefest possible treatment, we find the cost 

of the National Health Service rose from $1,125 
million in 1949-50 to $2,033 million in 1959-60. This 
monetary increase, however, is attributable to infla­
tion rather than inefficiency of the system on one 
hand, or the trend in devoting a larger part of the 
resources of the community to health care. The year 
1949-50 saw 3.96 per cent of gross national product 
devoted to health care. In 1959-60 a corresponding 
figure was 3.60 per cent of a  larger gross national 
product. In no year has this proportion risen above 
3.96 per cent and it had fallen as low as 3.49 per cent 
in 1958-59. Administrators have been alert to rising 
costs, partly because highly inaccurate original esti­
mates of need plagued the system in the early days, 
partly because costs of certain necessary services have 
risen, and lastly because the total economic position 
of the country has been precarious in the extreme 
trying to meet needs of replacing capital equipment 
destroyed by war, rehabilitating a lost export trade and 
assuming a share of the expense of the Cold War.

In 1959-60 the per capita cost of the service 
amounted to $45 per person. About 72 per cent of 
this amount was appropriated to the service from 
general tax revenues. The balance was raised through 
local taxes, diversions from Social Security funds, and 
payments of persons using the service. In very round 
terms this outlay represented a little less than half 
the expenditure of the British government on their 
defense establishment. The health expenditure con­
stituted about 15 per cent of the expenditure of the 
central government in fiscal 1960.

The Results
Now for some sweeping generalizations about the 

experience which may, of necessity, bear qualification 
at some points. The system has not resulted in im­
pairment of the doctor-patient relationship. Doctors 
treat patients. Patients choose their doctor. The 
doctor can reject a patient. The general practitioners 
have not become salaried employees of the National 
Health Sendee through the device of capitation fee 
and other methods of remuneration. Physicians have 
maintained high levels of income commensurate with 
the role of persons of training and ability. Their 
present relative income position, with few exceptions, 
is better than the position they enjoyed in the late
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1930's. No dearth of applicants for medical careers 
exist. Because of more widely available scholarship 
aids certain qualified persons may find opportunities in 
medicine more easily attainable than in the past. No 
evidence exists that the quality of applicant has de­
teriorated.

A gradual alleviation of condition of “overdoctored 
areas” compared to “underdoctored areas” has been 
attained. A great stimulus to the creation of partner­
ships or various kinds of group practice has been pro­
duced. The economic burden upon the young doc­
tor entering medical practice has been lightened. No 
widespread abuse of the system has occurred to impair 
its effectiveness. A charging of fees in partial payment 
for prescriptions and other devices was instituted to 
deter such tendencies at critical points. There has 
been no effort on the part of the state to intrude 
upon the clinical phases of medical practice. The 
medical profession has, in the large, been influential in 
guiding policy and procedure in the evolving system.

Obviously, not enough time has lapsed to tell 
whether these institutional arrangements will be as­
sociated with a decline in the level of medical care, 
research, and creativity in the field of medicine. Few 
evidences of the beginning of a trend in either direc­
tion could be cited.

Negative Factors
The tripartite administrative arrangement which 

was established has proved to be cumbersome and 
difficult to coordinate on the local community level. 
While improvement has occurred, such may be an 
inevitable concomitant of bureaucratic endeavor. Eck­
stein feels that this problem might have been mini­
mized.

The lack of a suitable technique for negotiating 
equitable schedules of remuneration for physicians as 
inflation raised prices during the 1950’s produced a 
major difficulty. Schedules of remuneration will now 
be subject to review by a special committee established 
for that purpose by Parliament. A political decision 
will contribute to any pattern of remuneration rather 
than a pattern determined solely by market forces. 
Whether the method of negotiation proposed will 
prove satisfactory remains to be seen.

A maior lag in capital improvement in hospitals 
exists. The anticipated expansion of these facilities 
has not taken place. The establishment of a nation­
wide system of Health Centers which was a part of 
the original National Health Service proposal, has 
not been undertaken. (The Health Center was en­
visaged as a building designed to house in one place 
all of the technical services in a community related to 
the maintenance of health. Experimental Health 
Centers have been erected primarily in certain new 
urban developments but the future of this idea is un­
certain.) However, recent appropriations from Parlia­

ment have begun to meet the need for more and im­
proved hospital facilities.

Freedom on the part of physicians to sell a practice 
in one part of the country as retirement approaches 
and buy another in a more congenial climate has been 
eliminated.

Evaluations
While admitting considerable positive achievement 

bv the National Health Service, Harry Eckstein feels 
that, at least at the time of his study, the result ob­
tained had been to make a health service of a given 
caliber more widely distributed than otherwise. Be­
cause this result fell short of the more ideally delineated 
goals of the National Health Service, he would not 
iudge the experiment an unqualified success. Certain­
ly objection cannot be raised to his holding of the 
system accountable for its claims.

Such deficiencies as the failure to replace capital 
investment in hospitals, presaging as they might, simi­
lar decisions to starve other portions of the service, 
pleading the gravity of the overall economic circum­
stances of the country, cannot be viewed with com­
placency in Eckstein’s judgment.

Almont Lindsey would offer other additional ex­
planations for the abandonment of Health Centers 
than the shortage of capital funds alone. Doubtless 
a complex of forces were operative including the re­
luctance to unroot the routines of neighborhood medi­
cal practices by removing offices to the Health Center.

Lindsey concludes “The physician is far more ef­
fective clinically because he can minister to all patients 
irrespective of their economic status, and he can give 
them whatever treatment is required. No longer 
does he ask himself, as he once did, whether a patient 
can afford to go to the hospital or purchase very 
expensive but vital drugs. No longer does he hesitate 
to visit a patient for fear his visit may be interpreted 
as an excuse to collect an additional fee. Under the 
Health Service, need determines treatment and there 
is no means test.”

On the other hand, Eckstein suggests that he was 
unable to discover that the economic barrier had ever 
been a significant impediment to a patient’s obtaining 
whatever kind of medical care was available under the 
old system and that physicians now likely serve their 
patients with equal concern and effectiveness.

Paul E. Gemmill’s study summarizes the results of 
a questionnaire which he circulated among physicians 
and citizens in various communities in England as to 
their likes and dislikes about the National Health 
Service. He supplemented his survey questionnaire 
with personal interviews of a wide scope, visiting with 
physicians and even with patients in their waiting 
rooms. His survey presents a brief and concise in­
sight into these relationships after the plan had been 
underway for about a decade. His book might serve
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as an introduction to the Health Service for many 
American readers who would not wish to look into 
the more comprehensive work of Lindsey or Eckstein.

From a study of these books I have been impressed 
by two additional factors. The first of these, pointed 
out by Lindsey, is the willingness of many lay persons 
and technical people to serve voluntarily in the intri­
cate committee structure which guides the branches 
of the Health Service at the various levels of function­
ing. The flowering of this response when it was 
feared that the Service would diminish volunteer effort 
is noteworthy. A second factor, which is overwhelm­
ing to a social scientist, is the wealth of social investiga­
tion which has gone into establishing the need for the 
National Health Service and, more importantly, into

checking on its progress during its initial phases of 
operation. Certainly the Service could ill afford to 
lose these two attributes contributing to its strength.

If the above accounts do not represent a reasonably 
adequate interpretation of British experience, a genu­
ine service would be rendered by further studies de­
signed to correct any errors of fact or interpretation 
which these studies convey. Wisdom probably also 
dictates the perception that these institutions are pro­
ducts of unique British experience—hence as Eck­
stein suggests “not for export.” But accurate knowl­
edge about them is as fully imperative as accurate 
knowledge of cell structure, for example, if either 
scientific or social purposes are to be served.

Medical Services in Britain
By Walter Klaassen

T h e r e  is  a  great deal of controversy about medical 
services these days, especially where any attempt is 
made to provide free services for certain age groups 
or, more radically, to bring medical services under 
general welfare provisions through a governmental 
office. The following paragraphs are a short account 
of personal experiences under socialized medicine in 
Britain. Since it records the experiences of two 
people who did not require medical services at every 
level, the account is necessarily incomplete in the 
sense of presenting a total picture.

When my wife and I came to Britain in September, 
1957, we automatically became beneficiaries under 
the national health service. We made inquiry as to 
our relationship to this service and were advised to 
go to the local office of the Health Service where we 
were told that we would have to choose a doctor. 
We asked the girl in charge to recommend someone to 
us, but she refused to do this with the explanation 
that she was not at liberty to advise us on this in 
order to avoid favoritism. After we had chosen a 
physician upon the advice of friends we returned to 
the Health Service office and received our medical 
cards. Whenever we needed medical aid we went 
to our doctor, presented our cards, and received the 
attention we needed.

We ascertained the “surgery” (office) hours of the 
physician of our choice, and thereafter, when in need 
of medical advice, we simply went to his office at 
those hours. Appointments were not necessary and 
no more waiting was involved than is a normal part 
of a medical appointment in Canada or the U.S.

The service of our physician was invariably careful, 
unhurried, and professional in the best sense of the 
term. It compared favorably with any service re­

ceived in three Canadian provinces (Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, Ontario) and in the state of Kansas. In 
our experience the personal element, confidence on the 
part of the patient, and of responsibility and concern 
on the part of the physician, was as integral to doctor- 
patient relationship in Britain as in Canada and 
the United States.

Dental care, which is also under the health service, 
was of the same high quality in my experience. In 
the spring of 1959 I had five consecutive appointments 
with a local dentist of my own choice. I have no 
reason for complaint at any point, for the work he 
did was excellent, again equal to any I have had done 
elsewhere.

Apart from personal experience in the city of 
Oxford my wife and I were able to observe 
the functioning of the health service in the 
home of my wife’s sister in Ashford, Kent. 
Their youngest child contracted a particularly viru­
lent form of whooping cough along with serious 
bronchial complications at the age of four weeks. 
The family physician called at the house every day 
for weeks although he had referred the case to a 
specialist who also made frequent house calls since 
the child could not be moved. This expenditure of 
time gave evidence of deep human concern which 
had not been eliminated from the doctor-patient 
relationship by the economic aspects of the health 
service.

These, then, were our experiences. Neither of us 
were hospitalized during our stay there so that I 
cannot speak to that aspect of the health service. As 
people who had no particular ax to grind, we found 
British medical service as completely adequate to our 
needs as that in Canada and the United States.
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Mental Health
and

the Mennonites
Sv Irmgard TMessen

O lr  t o p i c  is  to raise the question: Do Mennonites 
did er from the general population in regard to mental 
health problems and if so in what sense? The follow­
ing discussion is mainly based on clinical-psychological 
experiences in Manitoba, Canada, and does not intend 
to generalize or to draw any conclusion in regard to 
the characteristics of the U.S.A. or even European 
Mennonites, as I believe there is a difference in the 
psychological sense.

It is well known that displaced persons and some 
members of minority groups experience severe personal­
ity problems as they attempt to adapt themselves to a 
different social structure in a community. Sociologists 
have accumulated evidence that the adjustment of 
immigrants involves group and value conflicts, which, 
particularly in the second generation, are associated 
with a high rate of juvenile delinquency, crime, di­
vorce, desertion and other forms of personal pathology.

A study of the mental health of the Hutterites by 
Joseph W. Eaton and Robert J. Weil supports the 
findings that religious conditions are likely to be im­
portant factors in the manifestation of mental disorder. 
If this is so, we should find differences in the frequency 
and character of psychopathological symptoms on the 
basis of religious convictions among Mennonites. Ex­
perienced psychiatrists who have been treating Menno­
nites in mental hospitals talk about the “Mennonile 
psychosis.” They believe that the focal problem of a 
mentally sick Mennonite is related to strong guilt feel­
ings, hostility, ambivalence towards the parental and 
religious values, a need to blame themselves for not 
being a good Christian in the sense of their church 
community. My experiences as a clinical psychologist 
in Manitoba can support the above observations. My 
impression is that assimilation outside their own church 
group causes severe conflicts especially in the young 
Mennonite patients. Pseudo-religious principles of their 
church community foster an emotional turmoil. The 
more intelligent young Mennonite patients realize and 
verbalize that they sense a logical contradiction in re­
gard to the social rules of their own community and 
non-Mennonite groups. With pseudo-religious princi­

ples, I am referring to certain restrictions set by some 
Mennonite groups, e.g. smoking, dancing, watching 
T.V., visiting theatres, drinking of alcoholic beverages.

Some of these mental health problems seem to be re­
lated to the following:

If in the Mennonite culture the thinking and values 
of life are not consistent with the facts of life then the 
former values and way of thinking may break down. 
New values have to be established and old values have 
to be changed. This demands a reassessment of basic 
values regarding the facts of life and also self-under­
standing. If a review of the ideals of living and under­
standing does not take place successfully, the result 
is conflict, possible thought disorders, behavior problems 
or depression.

If one studies the four hundred years of history of 
the Mennonites it is found that they seem to object to 
influences of other cultures, and even among them­
selves they become easily disturbed if new ideas in­
filtrate their life principles. Their usual reaction to 
the threatened infiltration of outside influences was 
separation from their own group if it followed the 
way of accommodation and in founding a new Menno­
nite community or in departing as a group from the 
country which threatened their moral principles and 
values. Their adjustment to the culture of a country 
in which they live is restricted by their religious princi­
ples.

Further, their self-identification is ambivalent. A 
Mennonite seeks his identification by following the 
strict rules of the church community and church lead­
ers thus showing a strong dependency and insecurity 
regarding a personal decision in case it contradicts the 
church principles. This individual has to defend his 
principles and consequently withdraws from the “sin­
ful world” but yet feels sub-consciously that it cannot 
be that all the others are sinners, which causes tension, 
ambivalence and guilt feelings or a possible mental 
disorder.

The Mennonites who decide not to follow the de­
mands of their church leaders by communicating with 
other ethnic groups and following the social life of the
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dominant culture, seem to feel guilty about their dis­
loyalty- Their defense mechanism is one of suspicion 
and intolerance. But if these individuals can find a 
suitable self-identification and new values and if they 
have enough ego strength they might adjust satis­
factorily.

To support these observations by objective evidence 
I recently started a psychological study with a group 
of “normal” people. This research seeks to establish 
possible differences between Mennonites and non-Men- 
nonites in regard to certain concepts and reactions. It

is assumed that if mentally sick Mennonites show a 
specific reaction pattern that this might be traced in 
a normal individual. Unfortunately, not enough Men- 
nonite institutions felt interested in such a study and 
consequently the planned project may be delayed 
for quite a while. However, it is to be hoped that for 
the benefit of all, a positive attitude to scientific re­
search might be adapted by all Mennonite groups 
whose participation could help in the realization of 
more effective means of the treatment of the mentally 
ill.

MENNONITE MEDICAL DOCTORS
Graduates of Four-year Mennonite Colleges

BETHEL COLLEGE
Compiled by Robert Schmidt

B.A.
Name Degree

Paul W. Andreas 1951
Leroy Androes 1951
Peter Barg 1940
Paul G. Becker 1943
Roland P. Brown 1947

Albert E. Bair 1940
John Arthur Bertsche 1958

Milton A. Claassen 1954
II. E. Destcr 1923

Joseph Duerksen 1950
Walter Peter Dyck 1957
Carl Ebersole 1949

O. J. Friesen 1951
Emil Goering 1951
Donald Goering 1952
Ralph Goering 1951
Robert Goering 1948
Leo Goertz 1948
Philip M. Goering 1948
Mardcn C. Habcggcr 1938
Donald S. Harder 1953
Edwin M. Harms 1930
Frank L. Harms 1939
G. Lester Harms 1952
Harold H. Harms 1939
Paul G. Maury (dec.) 1923
Victor G. Haury (dec.) 1923
Arnold G. Isaac 191(5

M.D. Medical School
1957 U. of Mexico City
1958 Kansas University 
1944 McGill Univ., Montreal 
1946 Kansas University
1951 Chicago Univ. School

of Medicine 
1944 Kansas University 
1962 Univ. of III. Col. of.

Medicine 
1958 Kansas University 
1926 Univ. of Ind. School of 

Medicine 
1954 Kansas University 
1961 Kansas University
1952 Univ. of Chicago Sell.

of Medicine
1956 Kansas University
1957 Kansas University 
1956 Kansas University
1958 Univ. of Puerto Rico
1956 Univ. of Mexico City 
1952 Kansas University 
1951 Kansas University 
1943 Northwestern Univ.
1957 Univ. of Minnesota 
1934 Univ. of Oklahoma 
1939 Univ. of Oklahoma 
1956 Kansas University 
1941 Univ. of Oklahoma

Northwestern Univ. 
Northwestern Univ. 

1922 Rush Med. College

Name
B.A.

Degree
Herman Jantzen j 923
Charles Kauffman 1956
Eugene Kaufman 1952
Leland Kaufman 1957
Willard Kaufman 1949
Peter W. Klassen 1949
William Klassen 1949
Roland Krause 1950
Varden Loganbill 1950
A. M. Lohrentz (dec.,) 1916
Lois (Enns) Lohrentz 1947
Harold Neufeld 1950
David S. Pankratz 1923
Virgil Peters 1958
D. V. Prchcim 1937
A. K. RatzlafT 1928
Roland RatzlalT 1954
Eldon Rich 1938
John R. Scott 1943
Herbert Schmidt 1927
Samuel J. Schmidt 1948
Fredric Schroeder 1952
Richard Siemens 1951
Dean E. Stucky 1956
Roland D. Stucky 1945
Howard Stutzman 1958
John W. Warkentin 1935
Kenneth D. Wedel 1956
Kermit G. Wedel 1956
J. Wendell Wiens 1955
Arien Winsky 1959
Vernon Eli Yoder 1957

M.D. Medical School
1935 Kansas University 
1961 (deceased)
1956 Kansas University
1961 Kansas University
1953 Kansas University
1954 Univ. of Toronto 
1954 Univ. of Toronto
1953 Kansas University
1954 Kansas University 
1920 Wash. Univ., St. Louis 
1952 Kansas University
1954 Kansas University 
1938 Univ. of Chicago
1962 Kansas University 
1942 Univ. of Colorado 
1933 Kansas University
1958 Tulanc University 
1946 Kansas University 
1946 Kansas University 
1934- Kansas University 
1952 Kansas University
1955 Univ. of Chicago
1959 Kansas University
1960 Kansas University 
1948 Kansas University
1962 Kansas University 
1942 Northwestern Unix-. 
i960 Kansas University
1960 Kansas University 
1959 Kansas University
1963 Kansas University
1961 Univ. of Texas
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EASTERN MENNONITE COLLEGE 
Compiled by Emanuel Martin

B.A. B.A. B.A. B.A.
Name Degree Name Degree Name Degree Name Degree

Lester Beachy 1957 D. Rohrer Eshleman 1945 George Hostetler 1955 Donald Martin 1952
George Brenneman 1957 J. Lester Eshleman 1945 David KaulTman 1950 David R. Miller 1957
James Brubaker 1956 David Harnish 1955 Arthur J. Kennel 1953 Ruth Peachey 1950
James Brunk 1950 John Paul Heatwole 1948 Mark Kniss 1944 Clarence IT. Rutt, Jr. 1953
S. Frederick Brunk 1955 David R. Herr 1954 Leroy Lapp 1956 Dorcas Stoltzfus 1956
Robert Collins 1949 Harold Housman 1949 Ivan Magal 1948 Virgil D. Stoltzfus 

Paul T. Yoder
1954
1950

BLUFFTON COLLEGE
Submitted by Delbert Grätz

B.A. B.A.
Name Degree Medical School Name Degree M.D. Medical School

ITarvcy Bauman 1919 Jefferson Medical College Merle IT. Schwartz 1933 Univ. of 111. Col. of Medicine
Mrs. Ella (Gräber) 1919 Women’s Medical College Howard M. Shelly 1950 Univ. of 111. Col. of Medicine

Bauman Walter M. Shelly 1955 Jefferson Medical College
John Bauman 1954 Western Reserve University Elizabeth (Bauman) 1954 University of Pennsylvania
Dennis L. Epp 1950 Northwestern Univ. Med. Sch. Shelly
Daniel Donovan 1955 Western Reserve Med. School Stanley Stauffer 1949 Jefferson Medical College

Hostetler John C. Stutzman 1950 Univ. of 111. Col. of Medicine
Otto D. Klassen 1949 Menninger School of Med. Robert L. Stutzman 1952 Univ. of 111. Col. of Medicine
Russell L. Oyer 1942 Univ. of III. Col. of Medicine Arthur D. Thiessen 1947 Univ. of 111. Col. of Medicine

GOSHEN COLLEGE
Submitted by Melvin Gingerich

B.A. B.A. B.A. B.A.
Name Degree Name Degree Name Degree Name Degree

IT. Clair Amstutz 1933 A. Meryl Grasse 1944 George D. Maniaci 1949 Floyd Rheinheimer 1949
David Bachman 1958 Kenneth ITeatwole 1946 Dean Mann 1956 Paul E. Roth 1953
Edwin Bcachcy 1959 Robert B. Hess 1943 Lester Levon Mann 1958 WiInter Rutt 1956
John M. Bender 1953 Esther ITodel 1925 George Mark 1952 Walter E. Schlabach 1944
Warren Bontrager 1953 Paul Model 1957 Floyd S. Martin 1929 Ernest E. Smucker 1941
Stanley Boyer 1958 Paul E. ITooley 1949 Truman E. Mast 1957 James IT. Steiner 1953
Fred Brenneman 1933 Joe Royal Hoover 1955 Albert Raymond Miller Samuel L. Stover 1952
Paul Brenneman 1944 George W. Horst 1951 1945 Frederick Swartzendruber
Samuel J. Bucher 1939 Daniel D. Plostetler 1921 Donald G. Miller 1950 1944
John J. Bylcr • 1958 Carl M. Plostetler 1933 Galen R. Miller 1943 G. Weldon Troyer 1953
Pete Classen ' *1951 S. Lloyd Johnson (dec. ) Gerald L. Miller 1959 Marlin Lee Trover 1956
James R. Delp •1955 1914 Glen E. Miller 1957 Merle Allen Vogt 1951
Clayton Diener • 1950 Wilheim Kaethler 1950 James A. Miller 1956 Floyd E. Weaver 1954
Robert Ebersole • *1948 Clifford L. Kauffman 1957 Kenneth Devon Miller 1954 Donald Gene Wyse 1957
Lawrence S. Eby • 4957 Benjamin E. Kenagy 1951 Ezra G. Nafziger 1944 Carl J. Yoder 1957
S. George Ens •1950 Willard Krabill 1949 Myrl A. Nafziger 1950 Jonathan G. Yoder 1927
C. D. Esch (dec.) 1920 Friedrich Krause 1953 Charles Neff 1938 Richard J. Yoder 1945
D. Rohrer Eshleman 1945 Earl Lcinbach 1946 Roger Newmann 1948 Richard P. Yoder 1939
J. Lester Eshleman 1945 Aaron M. Longacre 1957 Robert Nyce 1950 John W. Zimmerly 1956
Melvin Ira Glick 1940 Norman Loux 1943 Jacob B. Redekop 1956

TABOR COLLEGE
Compiled by S. S. Loeiven

B.A. B.A.
Name Degree Medical School Name Degree M.D. Medical School

Ferdinand G. Bartel 1920 1924 University of Kansas Jacob Nick Esau 1925 1932 Rush Medical College
(deceased) Bennie Faul 1954 1960 Tulane University
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B.A. B.A.
Name Degree M.D. Medical .School Name Degree M.D. Medical School

John Charles Faul 1955 1959 University of Kansas Vernon LeRoy 1953 1957 Northwestern Univ.
Herbert A. Friesen 1951 1956 University of Kansas Kliewer
Howard Lee Friesen 1957 1963 University of Kansas Francis N. Lohrenz 1946 Vanderbilt University
Jake Friesen 19-14 1950 University of Kansas Andrew Nachtigall 1951 1959 University of Kansas
Menno S. Gaede 1925 1928 University of Kansas John Kearney Regeltr 1917 1924 Illinois Medical School
Marjorie J. 1957 1961 University of Kansas Raymond R. Schale 1958 1962 Baylor University

Gerbrandt Ludwig J. Seibel (dec. ) 1919 1932 University of Kansas
Archie Ruben Heide 1955 1959 University of Toronto Vernon W. Vogt 1948 1953 University of Nebraska
Abe E. Hieben 1922 1925 Washington University, Dietrich V. Wiebe 1923 1925 University of Kansas

St. Louis (deceased)
Dan H. Hiebert 1914 1919 Boston University Donald Lee 1952 1958 University of Kansas
Joelle E. Hiebert (doc.) 1918 1923 Boston University Warkentin
J. Mark Hiebert 1931 1932 Boston University Alvin L. Wiens 1953 1959 University of Minnesota
Peter E. Hiebert 1928 1934 University of Kansas Frank Lohrenz Wiens 1927 1933 University of Oregon
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CLOTHING THE
By Alvin ]. Miller

T h e  n e e d  f o r  clothing after the Russian Revolution 
was at its worst in the early 1920's during the starva­
tion time when the American Mennonite Relief began 
its activities there. Although clothing was not then 
quite so immediately exigent as was food, it was, 
nevertheless, an absolute necessity. During the winters 
of 1921 and 1922 millions of the victims of Com­
munism had scarcely any shoes or boots or other type 
of footwear. They did the best they could to protect 
their feet from snow and zero winter weather by wrap­
ping rags, strips of cloth, or other heavy material 
around their feet and their legs below the knees, 
holding the wrappings in place with string or twine, 
or heavier cord.

The descendants of Dutch or German settlers were 
habitually more industrious than many others and 
relied far more on native ingenuity in supplying their 
needs and in protecting themselves from the winter 
cold. Especially noticeable was this at a time of 
nation-wide scarcity.

The Cry for Bread and Clothing
For millions of Russians the scanty clothing they 

had managed to keep as their own for daily wear had 
by now been worn to tatters. Often these rags were 
foul and filthy because no soap was available for these 
people, no change of garment from month to month, 
and scarcely any possibility of bathing the body or of 
washing the ragged garments when these starving 
people were constantly searching for food. Waiting at 
railroad stations for the trains in 1921-22 were these 
walking skeletons, scarcely more than skin and bones, 
but still alive and begging for food, with arms out­
stretched toward the train windows, pleading for help 
—“Bread, BREAD! In God’s name, BREAD!!”

The rags slipped back from the uplifted arms bared 
to the icy cold of the Russian winter. Starvation! 
And no food to warm the weak body! Only rags to 
protect the emaciated form from the rigorous weather. 
It was this nation-wide scarcity of apparel that made 
the distribution of our American relief clothing so very 
imperative and so extremely difficult.

An earlier shipment of clothing from California to 
Siberia was convoyed by M. B. Fast of the Reedlev 
community- Due to almost insurmountable difficulties 
in trans-shipment from Vladivostok to Siberia, W. P. 
Neufeld, also of Reedley, was sent to Vladivostok to 
assist Fast. Neufeld and his wife arrived just in time 
to help with the final arrangements for shipment of the 
clothing via the Trans-Siberian railroad to Omsk. 
After inspecting the needy villages of the Mennonite 
colonists, the clothing was distributed among them by 
responsible men from the village leaders. Credits were 
also established with some mills in the region to ad­
vance food to the neediest. Neufeld and his wife then 
travelled on to Moscow where they were greeted most 
cordially. Their shipment had not been arranged by 
the Mennonite Central Committee and, therefore, was 
not affected by the stipulations of our American Men­
nonite Relief contracts with the governments centered 
at Moscow or Kharkov. Therefore, their clothing 
supplies could readily be turned over to the designated 
Mennonite communities.

Problems Encountered
On the other hand, all the supplies sent to the 

American Mennonite Relief in Soviet Russia, whether 
food or clothing, were subject to the terms of our 
relief contracts with the Communist government. 
Kamenev, one of the highest Communist officials,
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next to Lenin in influence at that time, had stressed 
during our negotiations in Moscow the danger of 
violent persecution by people in desperate need if our 
relief help were given only to the Mennonites while 
their non-Mennonite neighbors, also in extreme need, 
were ignored and left to suffer from lack of food or 
clothing. For example, if a Moslem physician in an 
American city during an extreme smallpox epidemic 
would give medical aid only to those of the Moslem 
faith, the rest of the population would soon take 
effective measures, perhaps resort to violent action, to 
assure impartial use of the medicines. It is also 
understandable, however, that the Mennonite donors 
in America and Mennonite relief workers in Soviet 
Russia were often filled with dismay and chagrin and 
impatience when so much of our clothing had to be 
distributed on the basis of need to non-Mennonites, 
some of whom were exasperatingly irresponsible, or had 
been habitually profligate, or had come into our as­
signed volosts (counties) because it was rumored that 
clothing was easily obtainable at the Mennonite cen­
ters. Far too many conscientious families endured 
extreme privations.

Regardless of the complications and the extreme 
pressures resulting from the terrible need, the Ameri­
can Mennonite Relief could not disregard or violate 
its fundamental Christian principles in its distribution 
of food and clothing. The government had been 
assured that our help would be given to the neediest 
bona fide residents of the volosts for which we had 
assumed responsibility. The choice of volosts was left 
to us. We were not pressured in Moscow to operate in 
non-Mennonite regions. It was well known that the 
Mennonite farmers in general were more industrious 
than most of the others and therefore notably more 
prosperous than many of their neighbors. So, when 
it became known that American food and clothing 
had come to these Mennonite villages, it was inevitable 
that those in dire need outside of these areas, and 
especially the shiftless drifters, would gravitate toward 
the nearest supply centers.

Many can probably recall the mass migrations of 
the “Okies” to the west coast during the depression 
years as described in Grapes of Wrath when California 
was flooded by this tidal wave of poverty-stricken 
humanity. But this tidal wave in America was only

Clothing the naked and feeding the hungry after the Russian Revolution.
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a trickle in comparison with the deluge in Soviet 
Russia.

The Distribution of Clothing
Our very first shipment of clothing for the American 

Mennonite Relief in Soviet Russia was brought by 
Arthur Slagel from Constantinople to Odessa to be 
shipped from there to Alexandrovsk. This was SlagePs 
second experience in convoying Mennonite relief sup­
plies to Russia, for, in November of 1920 he had ac­
companied a shipment from Constantinople to Sevasto­
pol in the Crimea, but the ship arrived the morning 
after General Wrangel had made his farewell address 
to his soldiers and the army had been disbanded. As 
the city was in utter turmoil and confusion, the vessel 
set out for Constanza.

Now in 1922 on Slagel’s arrival in Odessa, he came 
on to Alexandrovsk (now Zaporozhe), where he served 
as the supervisor of our relief activities in the entire 
Ukraine. The clothing shipment he had convoyed was 
detained at Odessa by over-zealous port authorities 
who insisted on payment of import duty in spite of 
contractual guarantees against tax charges. The con­
fused rumors that came to Alexandrovsk blamed the 
delay on a silk hat. Finally we learned it was not a 
“topper" that caused the fracas but merely a simple 
hat-band of silk. (A high silk hat in a Mennonite 
relief shipment was an absurdity). This incident 
illustrates the querulousness of some of the petty 
officials’ intent on seizing every opportunity to hamper 
the American activities and to wheedle personal com­
pensation. A “gift” to a key official or some other 
petty bribery would often have facilitated our work, 
but would have vitiated our whole program. Our 
organization sedulously avoided all appearance of 
bribery, of “oiling” the machinery, of “buttering” the 
officials.

When the appalling need for clothing became known 
generally in our Mennonite congregations in America, 
there were widespread collections of good quality ma­
terials for'the winter of 1922-23. The difficult work 
of clothing distribution required so much attention and 
brought up so many new difficulties that the fulltime 
attention of an American worker was needed. For­
tunately, C. E. Krehbiel of Newton, Kansas, a mature 
and gifted man of wide experience had come with 
P. G. Hiebert of Hillsboro, Kansas, to our relief center 
at Alexandrovsk and was now placed in full charge 
of this very difficult task in the Ukraine. As always, 
we preferred a simple procedure, as free as possible 
from unnecessary red tape, but the complications were 
so great and so numerous as to necessitate definite 
regulations. In comparison to clothing distribution 
our food operation was relatively simple after the feed­
ing lists had been prepared—one meal a day at the 
village kitchen if the family was in dire need. But 
in our clothing warehouse were numerous articles rang-

Registration of abandoned children.

Representative of American Relief in Siberia, 192-1.

Refugees being cleaned of vermin during 
the Russian famine.

ing from inexpensive minor items to complete suits 
and fur overcoats. The demand was always far great­
er than the supply.
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When one of the new shipments arrived in Odesssa, 
Krehbiel, accompanied by several of our workers from 
Alexandrovsk, went there to receive the supplies, and 
forward them to Alexandrovsk. Nine railroad freight 
cars were required. But Russian freight cars are much 
smaller than American ones. The utmost care had 
been taken to safeguard the supplies, but even so, when 
the clothing cars were unloaded at Alexandrovsk they 
iouncl a sack of stones and other heavy objects that had 
been substituted for some clothing. It was one of the 
unpleasant lessons practically every relief worker had 
to learn in dealing with corrupt officials and subordi­
nates.

Now with a fairly good supply of garments on hand 
it became necessary to adopt some basic standards for 
the determination of relative need for clothing of the 
kind on hand, and how to make the allocation and 
distribution. This was extremely difficult. To many 
needy persons it seemed unreasonable if not directly 
heartless. Some felt sure their relatives in America 
wanted them to have the best and the most.

He Who Has Two
It is interesting now at this distance in time and 

space to note some of the requirements. For example, 
if a man had two suits of underwear, two pairs of 
socks, two shirts, a suit of clothes, a pair of shoes or 
boots, a cap or hat. mittens or gloves, and an overcoat, 
he could not be classified as one of the most needy, 
and therefore was not eligible to receive any clothing 
until those in greater need were cared for first. Some­
times the waiting for one’s turn overtaxed the patience. 
To help make the distribution as impartial as possible, 
every article of clothing was assigned an arbitrary 
value in terms of “units.” Three handkerchiefs rated 
one unit; a fur overcoat, thirty-five units. Eighty units 
was set as the standard of units for persons age sixteen 
and over, sixty units for ages five to fifteen, and forty 
units for children below five years of age.

Because of all these details we established a rather 
elaborate system of records always to be kept on file, 
showing exactly what each beneficiary had received. 
At some places the distribution had earlier been made 
by lot which resulted in too much dissatisfaction. A 
more realistic procedure was urgently needed.

It is astonishing to note the quantity and variety of 
clothing sent from America to the Ukraine. Follow­
ing is a tabulation that summarizes the data. There 
were:
27.924 pieces of clothing for children under five years 

of age,
20,310 dresses for girls and children,
17,297 pieces of underwear for children,
8,824 underwear for adults,
6,896 shirts for men,
5,407 overcoats for men and women, including 35 fur

overcoats 
4,886 waists for women 
3.936 skirts 
1.169 shawls 

36 straw hats 
1.596 single blankets and comforters 
1411 double blankets 
7.000 pairs of footwear 

14.614 spools of thread
2]A tons of new dry goods

The significance of such a generous gift of clothing 
for Mennonites who had suffered probably more than 
had any similar group since the days of our martyr 
forefathers is utterly beyond the comprehension of most 
of us extremely comfortable Mennonites in America. 
For them in Soviet Russia it was literally a God-send. 
For those who gave in a Christian spirit, the blessing 
was probably greater than for those who received.

Even to this day, the Mennonites from Russia that 
I met at the Mennonite World Conference at Kitche­
ner were still profoundly grateful to God for the help 
they received from their American co-religionists at 
the time they in Soviet Russia were almost over­
whelmed by the fiendish forces of evil.

A human interest story from Alexandrovsk should 
not be overlooked or forgotten. It relieves somewhat 
the poignant tragedy so often connected with the relief 
activities. A young woman came to the clothing center 
to request a pair of shoes. Earlier she had received 
some clothing but no shoes, tier record was checked. 
True, she had not been given shoes, but had received 
her full quota of clothing. Nothing more was permis­
sible now! Why had she not requested shoes then? Her 
only explanation was that something had happened 
since that time. At that juncture, with no shoes in pros­
pect, she should have departed. But she stayed, quietly 
weeping, patiently hoping. P. FI. Unruh, Goessel, 
Kansas, was interviewing her, and he was very sym­
pathetic, but completely nonplussed. She was so 
reticent. Fie called C. E. Krehbiel who had organized 
the efficient plan of distribution and had been in die 
work much longer. Finally she explained tearfully 
that tomorrow was to be her wedding day and she 
would be so very much humiliated to be married with­
out shoes. Needless to say, she departed with the 
sincere blessings of these two leaders—and the pair of 
shoes!

And to this romantic incident there was a happy 
sequel. It suggested to the two Americans a suitable 
function for the dress suit (swallow tail) and the 
patent leather shoes in the warehouse. No one had 
seemed to need them. So out of the clothing supplies 
came a relatively complete trousseau for a bride and 
a usable outfit for the groom, both to be loaned free 
of charge to any candidates for the marital altar. Did 
the donors of these special gifts hear wedding bells in 
their dreams? They should have!
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Latest Mennonite Migrations

From Paraguay to Germany
By Rie Hoogeveen

W h e n  i n  1943, 35.000 Mennonites fled from Russia 
to Germany nobody knew that this would be the be­
ginning of a great tragedy. For, scarcely two years 
later, the Russian troops caught up with the larger 
part of this group of refugees, and 23,000 Mennonites 
were sent back to Russia. In some instances a mother 
with two children was sent back and the father with 
one child got off “scot-free” and therefore was not re­
quired to return. Such tragedies resulted in families 
being broken not only socially, but physically and 
spiritually as well.

Twelve thousand Mennonites stayed in Europe, 
some in refugee camps in Berlin, others in Gronau, and 
a group was admitted to Holland by means of the 
so-called “Menno-pass.” However, it was soon clear 
that these circumstances were totally unsatisfactory. 
After much preparation the first group sailed for 
Paraguay late in 1947. Four groups left Europe for 
Paraguay during 1947 and 1948, totaling 5,501 Menno­
nites. Many of the Mennonite refugees who did not 
go to Paraguay, later went to Canada. It would have 
been impossible for Mennonites to bear the transpor­
tation costs to Paraguay without financial help. The 
International Refugee Organization made $160,000 
available for ocean transportation and the MGC did 
all it could to make a start in the new country possible. 
Tn spite of this help the start was hard.

The difficulties began when the first group got 
delayed in Argentina on its way to Paraguay. Be­
cause of a revolution in Paraguay, some of the Menno­
nites had to stay in tents, guarded by soldiers, for five 
months. Others stayed in vacant industrial buildings 
in Asuncion and Buenos Aires. Later some of these 
exiles founded the colony “Volendam” along the Para­
guay River about eight miles north of Rosario. The 
rest of the refugee groups went to the Chaco and 
founded the colony “Neuland.”

These were not the first Mennonite immigrants to 
Paraguay. In 1926 the colony “Menno” was founded; 
in 1930-32 the colony “Fernheim” ; and in 1937 the 
colony “Friesland.” The beginning was very hard, 
and by 1953 some families had decided to go back to 
Germany.

Before we look at the life of the so-called Rück­
wanderer or returnees, we have to know why some of 
(hem thought, and still think, that to build a new 
future in Paraguay is quite impossible.

Paraguay is a rather isolated country, one of the 
most underdeveloped areas of South America. This 
has important consequences for agricultural immi­
grants. For example, little production credit is avail­
able, public transportation is poorly developed, markets 
are inadequate, and inflation is hindering economic 
development. The MCC offered limited help to the 
immigrants, but there were burdening circumstances 
which made success for some of them impossible.

The percentage of widows and single women among 
them was large. In some villages as high as 40 per 
cent of the families had no father. Many of the refu­
gees had held engineering or business positions in 
Russian collectives, and had no agricultural experience. 
Most of the refugees had wanted to go to Canada, 
but could not because of strict immigration regula­
tions. To go to Paraguay was an emergency solution 
to their problem. In the colony Volendam the villages 
had to be constructed in the jungle. Every square 
yard had to be cleared by heavy labor, often with one 
ax for three families and one saw for twenty families. 
Furthermore, there were at first just a few buggies, 
tools and sewing machines for the entire colony. The 
harvest was often damaged by too little rain, grass­
hoppers or ants. The climate in the Chaco is un­
pleasant and exhausting. It is understandable why 
numerous refugees returned and are still returning to 
Europe.

One should not think however, that those who 
left the colonies in Paraguay all returned to Germany. 
Of the 1,690 persons who left the colonies Neuland 
and Volendam between 1951 and 1956, many immi­
grated to Canada. Brazil, Uruguay and elsewhere. 
Those who went to Canada settled mainly in the 
cities. The fast rhythm of city life was more satis­
fying than the silence of the Paraguayan jungle.

Not all Mennonites are considering leaving Para­
guay. Many are successful in building their future in 
Paraguay, and the younger generation feels at home
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The “Yapcyii” and “Alberto 
Doil era” were the slii/>s on 
which most Paraguayan re­
turnees came to Germany. 
Gerhard Harder who minis­
ters to the returnees with fam­
ily at Stukenbrock.
Camp Stukenbrock near Biele­
feld. Westphalia.

Left barrack occupied by Mcn- 
nonitc returnees. . .

Returnee building house in 
Germany.

Mennonite Fellowship Hall at 
Be elite rd issen, B i clef el d.

there. Even some young families who came from 
Paraguay to Germany decided to go back to Paraguay, 
where, they say, they have more freedom. Also, most 
ol them have farming in their bones and for this reason 
find more opportunity in Paraguay than in Germany.

Some of the returnees had to earn the money in 
another country before returning to Germany. Some 
large landowners of Germany paid the trip for some 
returnees. The returnees then obligated themselves to 
work for these landowners until their debt was paid. 
In this way it was possible for some people to come to 
Germany even though they did not have sufficient 
finances of their own. There have been no difficulties 
in paying back these travel debts.

The Internationales Mennonitischcs Hilfswerk 
(IMH) has become interested in the welfare of these 
Mennonite returnees and has decided that a social 
worker should visit all of them on behalf of IM H  in 
order to get an insight into their present life situation. 
By September, 1962, a total of 583 Mennonites had re­
turned to Germany from South America (5 were from 
Canada). Later 18 of them returned to South Ameri­
ca and Canada and three died. The following figures

show how many returned to Germany from South 
America during specific years: 1952—4; 1953—22: 
1954—20: 1955—19; 1956—33; 1958—62; 1959—62; 
1960—100: 1961—104; 1962—1.

By far the largest number of the returnees came 
from Paraguay. Only a few came from other South 
American countries. Of those who returned to 
Germany 28 persons went back to South America or 
to Canada.

Some of the returnees to Germany are located in 
industrial areas where they have found work. Some 
have already built their own homes while others are 
in need of help. The relief agencies of the Nether­
lands and Germany are helping those in need. Some 
are located in a camp Stukenbrock and others are be­
ing settled at Bechterdissen. Both places are located 
near Bielefeld, Westphalia.

This is indeed a unique development. The Germany 
completely destroyed and hopeless during the final 
phase of World War II has economically recovered 
so that Mennonite refugees who passed through 
Germany during the last war are now returning and 
are able to find work and to establish homes.
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Tuto Mennonite Pioneers
By Elmer F. Suderman

Two b o o k s  p u b l i s h e d  recently by the Faith and Life 
Press, Newton, Kansas, in the Mennonite Historical 
Series, should be of special interest to readers of Men­
nonite Life. Both are autobiographies, and both tell 
significant stories. Prairie Pioneer (1961) by Christian 
Krehbiel was written in 1906 when the author was 
seventy-five years old and has been translated and 
condensed from the German by Elva Krehbiel Leisy 
and Edward B. Krehbiel. The appendix contains a 
short life of Christian Krehbiel, a family chronology, 
and a list of General Conference Mennonite mission­
aries to the Oklahoma Indians. Mennonite Country 
Boy by C. Henry Smith (1962) was written when the 
author was fifty years old in 1925. Smith closes his 
autobiography with the end of his formal education 
when he received the Ph.D. degree at Chicago Univer­
sity in 1907. Fifty mimeographed copies of the auto­
biography were distributed in 1943. The appendix 
has articles which give the reader additional informa­
tion about Smith. They are reprinted from the Men­
nonite Quarterly Review. A bibliography of Smith’s 
work is also included.

I. CHRISTIAN KREHBIEL
Christian Krehbiel’s autobiography reveals the effect 

of the American frontier in shaping his character. 
Coming to America in 1851 at the age of nineteen, 
Krehbiel, European in culture, training and outlook, 
quickly became Americanized. Accustomed to the 
comforts of European modes of living, Krehbiel, trans­
planted to the frontier of Iowa, quickly developed 
those traits necessary to meet the primitive conditions 
there: resourcefulness, a practical and inventive turn
of mind, and a masterful grasp of material things. 
These qualities helped him to learn, not without dis­
comfort but without protest and even with zest, to fell 
trees, split fence rails, mow grass with a crooked 
scythe, cut grain with a cradle, butcher hogs and in

other ways find expedients for the hardships of the 
frontier. Later when he dealt with another genera­
tion of European Mennonite immigrants, Krehbiel 
was wise enough to warn them of the changes of 
culture and of the necessity of working with their 
own hands.

The Leader
Moving soon after his marriage to Summerfield, 

Illinois, Krehbiel, though not now on the primitive 
frontier, retained his frontier characteristics and by 
his enthusiasm and shrewd common sense soon be­
came influential in the Mennonite congregation there. 
Elected to the ministry in 1864, Krehbiel served not 
only his own congregation but the General Conference 
Mennonite Church as well. Fie committed himself 
wholeheartedly to the two-fold vision of the General 
Conference to provide a school for training ministers 
and teachers (Wadsworth) and to unite the Menno- 
nites in America. Later he worked as assiduously and 
unselfishly to organize mission stations for the Amer­
ican Indians in Oklahoma and Arizona and to resettle 
the Russo-German Mennonites on the American prai­
rie frontier. In 1879, Krehbiel himself moved to that 
frontier, settling in Halstead, Kansas. Krehbiel’s prag­
matic wisdom and genius for getting things done did 
much to help the General Conference achieve some of 
its goals.

The Writer
Like most American frontiersmen, Krehbiel was 

acute and inquisitive, filled with buoyance, exuber­
ance, and a restless, nervous energy. These qualities 
show up even in his writing style which is clipped, 
bare, and unadorned. He makes no effort to fill in 
the outline of his story, to linger over details. Fie is 
not interested in the texture of things, in how things 
feel, look, smell, or taste. His book is almost devoid 
of images. Fie wants to get on with the story, with 
the events, with the action. And there is no lack of
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action in the book. A short list of the events (it could 
be much longer) Krehbiel mentions reveals the great 
number and the breadth of his experiences: travel­
ing by foot, steamboat, stagecoach, horseback, and 
railroad, fighting the grasshopper plague in Kansas, 
fording the rivers in Oklahoma in the 1880s, visiting 
the Indians in Oklahoma and Arizona. His references 
to the Chicago fire, the Franco-German War, and the 
Civil War reveal his interests in current events. But 
all these are mentioned only briefly, and we rarely 
discover how Krehbiel feels about these events. One 
wishes, for example, that he had told us much more 
about his nonresistant position during the Civil War 
or how he and the Mennonites in Summerfield felt 
about slavery—a subject which is never mentioned. 
One wishes for a more elaborate description of the 
austere frontier Mennonite church buildings in Mis­
souri in the 1860s and for a more detailed description 
of just what books Krehbiel found valuable in his 
work as a minister, though KrehbieFs description of 
the difficulty of being both farmer and preacher are 
rather complete.

But sometimes Krehbiel does fill in the details as, 
for example, in his delightful recounting of his ex­
periences with his Neu-Taufer Mennonite host near 
Berne, Indiana, and of his attendance at the church 
services there. The coming of Russo-German Menno- 
nites and the story of the negotiations with the Santa 
Fe Railroad are told in detail. Krehbiel treats with 
some care his part in the establishment of the Okla­
homa Indian Mission.

An Unusual Record
KrehbieTs autobiography is interesting reading, but 

it is much more: it is the record of a man who saw 
clearly the problems which Mennonites on the prairie 
frontier would face. Krehbiel recognized the distinc­
tiveness of Mennonitism, but he was not willing that 
this distinctiveness should develop in isolation from 
the rest of society. He saw the danger of life in the 
closed community with its meager contacts with the 
outside world, its narrow horizons, its infrequent op­
portunities to influence the greater American society. 
He saw, too, that the closed communities which Men­
nonites were establishing were in danger of shutting 
out the best of the outside world. Krehbiel recog­
nized that Mennonites would have to unite, to edu­
cate their members, to evangelize, to work with other 
groups.

This autobiography, moreover, is important in yet 
another way, for it furnishes valuable primary source 
material for the historian to assess the growth and 
development of the Mennonite church on the prairie 
frontier. It will give the historian an opportunity to 
study just how the Mennonite church reacted to the 
frontier conditions in America and to compare this

response with the response of other churches on the 
frontier, a comparison which would, I suspect, reveal 
some interesting similarities and even more interesting 
differences. Krehbiel’s book is not definitive history, 
but without his book and many more like it the defini­
tive history of the Mennonite church on the American 
prairie frontier cannot be written.

II. C. HENRY SM ITH
As Krehbiel was important in giving to the Men­

nonites a sense of unity and cohesion and a measure 
of organization which made it possible for them to 
carry on the educational and missionary activity of 
the church, so C. Henry Smith was important in 
giving to the Mennonites a sense of the significance of 
studying their history, both American and European. 
G. Henry Smith did not make history in the same 
sense as did Christian Krehbiel, but in his evaluation 
of the Mennonites he was also influential in deter­
mining the course of the Mennonite church in Amer­
ica. Like Krehbiel he recognized the importance of 
an educated church membership.

Born in 1875 in Metamora, Illinois, C. Henry Smith 
grew up in an era which, though primitive, could no 
longer be called the frontier. The Illinois Amish 
community had been established as early as 1831, 
when it was true frontier, but by the 1870s and 1880s, 
when Smith was growing up, it had achieved the 
attributes of the settled community. Indeed, one of 
Smith’s earliest recollections is of the impression that 
"a new drink, dark in color and put in bottles, called 
‘pop’ ” had on him as a five-year-old—hardly a fron­
tier recollection.

Descriptive Reminiscences
Smith’s reminiscences, then, are different from Kreh­

bieFs. Where Krehbiel stresses action, Smith stresses 
description. And Smith’s description is worthy of 
comment and high praise. His concrete images are 
innumerable and sharply etched. Every sense is 
brought into play. Smith remembered the familiar 
barnyard smells, the smell of the new-mown hay in 
the field and its fragrance after it has cured in the 
barn. He recognizes the close connection between 
the olfactory sense and the memory. A single whiff 
from an oily river was sufficient to overwhelm him 
with all the homesickness he felt the first time he had 
experienced the smell, one lonely Sunday afternoon 
in Elkhart, his first away from home.

Smith is aware of the gustatory pleasures as well. 
Fie relishes the memory of his first taste of pop, of 
lunch and dinner at threshing time with its home­
made bread, mashecl potatoes, brown gravy, roast 
beef, pie and cake. And he is able to make the reader 
experience the difference between the threshers’ gusto
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for the noon meal and the subdued and tired re­
sponse to supper.

Images and Sounds
Most of Smith’s images are rural. He feels the 

heat of the burning August sun as he works at the 
back breaking task of shocking oats bundles. The 
reader feels the sweat rolling down Smith’s dirt-be­
grimed face during plowing time. And the reader 
remembers with Smith the grace of a buzzard’s flight, 
the beauty of the deep blue sky at evening after a 
day’s work in the field, the heavy autumn clouds or 
the low black fringe of clouds—ominous signs of a 
summer storm—the sharp dart of lightning dashing 
back and forth, the burning of old corn stalks at 
night.

It is with sounds that Smith is at his best. He has 
a keen memory of the sounds which pervaded his life. 
He remembers clearly the animate sounds of the farm: 
the neighing horses, the crowing roosters, the myriad 
sounds of the birds—the cheery evening whistle of 
the bobwhite, the sharp, shrill voice of the blue jay, 
the wail of the killdeer, the sudden whir of the prai­
rie hen as she shot into the air—the lonely call of the 
katydid, the dismal evening croak of bullfrogs, the 
bleating of sheep, and the baying of hounds in the 
distance. The inanimate sounds are recalled also: the 
tinkling of cowbells, the rattle of the sickle bar, the 
rippling of the draper chain, the click of the arm on 
the binder, the farm wagon rattling down the road, 
the rattle of the breakfast dishes and the hum of the 
cream separator. He marks the city sounds as well: 
the tolling of the bell on the switch engine and the 
clattering hoofs on the pavement on a quiet Sunday 
afternoon. Human sounds intrigue him most. With 
love and affection he points out the sound of human 
voices in conversation. Smith loved all types of 
sounds from the singing of “Let the Lower Lights Be 
Burning” to the playing of the French Harp, to the 
brass band (“A brass band,” he says, “always had an 
indefinable attraction for me” ), to the orations of 
William Jennings Bryan, to the “heavenly music” of 
Caruso and Schumann-Heink.

Smith was not a poet or novelist; he does not always 
have the skill to show us the scenes he remembers; 
rather he reminds us of tastes, smells, sights, sensa­
tions, and sounds which we have experienced but 
often forgotten. But sometimes with considerable 
skill, as in the following description of the end of a 
day of thi'eshing, Smith can show us, can make us see, 
feel and hear the scene which he creates for us:

The feeder delivered the bundles into the cylinder 
with less certainty than in the early afternoon and 
occasionally let one slip through with a thud that 
nearly stalled the engine, calling forth a series of loud 
puffs as though in violent protest against the extra

labor caused by the feeder’s carelessness. All the 
sounds about the machine were more subdued and 
muffled than usual. Above the irregular hum of the 
cylinder could be heard the rattle of the shaker arms 
and the occasional angry puff of the engine. The 
heavy black coal smoke rose in a straight column like 
a big rope high into the heavens, where unraveling 
itself, it floated like a cloud with the prevailing cur­
rent of air to the cast. With every unusually heavy 
effort of the engine a perfect ring of black was cut 
through the spark arrester and coughed into the air, 
where like a wagon wheel lying horizontally, it floated 
off in the direction of the cloud of smoke. Finally, as 
the shadows began to thicken, and the evening star 
began to show its first glimmering light in the west, 
the last forkful of loose straw was pitched onto the 
platform from the ground. Father threw the fork 
over his shoulder: Sam Bally waved his arms; the 
engineer pushed in his throttle; one of the men shoved 
off the big belt with his fork handle; and soon every­
one had left the late scene of feverish activity for the 
belated supper table, (pp. 44-45.)

Early Life and Folklore
Smith, however, reminds us of often forgotten social 

history and folklore. Scattered in these pages the 
reader will discover the names of textbooks used in 
the high schools in the 1890s. He will be reminded 
of aspects of our history which have disappeared or 
become less important: Montgomery Ward catalogues, 
home remedies for children’s diseases which were often 
worse than the disease itself, threshing time, the social 
life centering in the little red schoolhouse, the old- 
fashioned spelling school, last day of school picnic, 
weekly singing school, medicine shows, blacksmith 
shops, traveling by bicycle eighty miles a day.

Just as fascinating for many readers will be Smith’s 
description of the games played at the grade schools 
and high schools in the late nineteenth century. They 
survived until recently, to be sure, but as we have be­
come more and more a mechanized and urban society 
they have all but disappeared. Smith fortunately gives 
rather complete descriptions of at least some of them. 
Blackman, Andy-over, prisoner’s base, three-cornered 
cat, crack the whip, needle’s eye and pop goes the 
weasel will be familiar to many older readers, though 
fir, fire, fits and Dutchball may not be.

It would be possible to comment further on other 
examples of Smith’s concern for the humble particular, 
for the details which would have been forgotten by 
most observers. But nothing is too small to escape 
Smith’s careful eye. He describes in gratifying detail 
the activities on the farm, in the rural and high school, 
the long Amish church services, the surreptitious activ­
ities of a boy escaping from the rigorous disciplines of 
the community and church. And he can describe 
convincingly the excitement and pleasure of discovering 
and writing Mennonite history.
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Smith, furthermore, reflects on these events. He 
contrasts his drab Sundays when he would sit for 
several hours “on a hard straight-backed bench in a 
plain little meetinghouse, listening to a fanner-preach­
er discoursing in German on the sins of wearing a gold 
watch chain or attending the county fa ir’ with the 
exciting high school days when his “emotions were 
stirred by the poetic sweeps of Shakespeare and Tenny­
son,” his “imagination stretched by a study of the 
stars” and his historical interest awakened by his study 
of “the campaigns of Caesar and the victories of 
Napoleon.” Smith’s interests were not shared by other 
Mennonites in his community. Though his intellectual 
life was a solitary one, he maintained his connection 
with the Mennonites. Even after he went to the 
University of Illinois and later to the University of 
Chicago to take his Ph.D., he apparently never ques­
tioned his commitment to the Mennonites. If he ever 
underwent any inner turmoil about the validity of 
Mennonitism, or ever had any questions about his 
commitment to the Mennonites, he does not reveal it 
in his autobiography.

Together these two autobiographies add to the 
readers’ knowledge of the formative period of the 
Mennonite church in the Midwest, both east and 
west of the Mississippi. They clearly depict the hard­
ships of the pioneer, both on the prairie frontier and 
on the frontier of knowledge. They present a stirring 
picture of how these hardships were faced and often 
overcome. The publication of these two books under 
the direction of the Historical Committee of the Gen­
eral Conference Mennonite Church is a distinct serv­
ice to Mennonite readers as well as to others who are 
interested in the American frontier and in American 
church history.

Christian Krehbiel, Prairie Pioneer. The Christian Kreh- 
hiel Story. Newton, Kansas: Faith and Life Press, 1961. 
1 GO pp. Illustrated. $3.50.

C. Henry Smith, Mennonite Country Hoy. The Early 
Years of G. Henry Smith. Newton, Kansas: Faith and 
Life Press, 1962. 261 pp. Illustrated. $4.00.

The books can he ordered through Mennonite Life, 
North Newton, Kansas. '

Mennonite Research in Progress
By Melvin Gin y eric h and Cornelius Krahn

T h e  A p r i l , 1962, issue of Mennonite Life reported 
about various research projects in progress. Preceding 
April issues since 1947 contain similar information par­
ticularly under the headings, “Mennonite Research in 
Progress,” “Mennonite Bibliography,” and “Books in 
Review.” Of special research value is the article en­
titled, “Anabaptism-Mennonitism in Doctoral Disserta­
tions,” which appeared in the April, 1958, issue. These 
reports are being continued annually in the April issue. 
The following are projects not listed previously.

Doctoral Dissertations
1. Myron S. Augsburger, “Theological Significance of 

Michael Sattler for the Swiss Brethren Movement,” 
Th.I)., Union Theological Seminary. Richmond, 
Virginia, (in progress).

2. Melvin J. Loewen, “The Congo Inland Mission. 
1911-1961." Ph.D.. Free University of Brussels. 
1961.

8. Clarence Bauman, “Gewaltlosigkeit im Täufertum,” 
Th.D.. University of Bonn. 1961.

4. John R. Dick, “A Suggested Plan of Administration 
for the Evangelical Mennonite Conference,” Dr. 
Rel. Ed., Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, 1953.
Leland Harder, “The Quest for Equilibrium in An 
Established Sect. A Study of Social Change in the 
General Conference Mennonite Church,” Ph.D.. 
Northwestern University, 1962.

6. Dale W. Brown, “The Problem of Subjectivism in 
Pietism,” Ph.D., Northwestern University, 1962. 
(Has chapter on Mennonites.)

7. Paul John Kirsch, “Deaconesses in the United States
Since 1918: A Study of the Deaconess Work of
the United Lutheran Church in America in Com­
parison with the Corresponding Programs of the 
other Lutheran Churches and of the Evangelical 
and Reformed, Mennonite, Episcopal, and Metho­
dist Churches,” Ph.D., New York University, 1961.

8. Eric W. Gritsch, "The Authority of the Inner 
Word: A Theological Study of the Major German 
Spiritual Reformers in the Sixteenth Century,”
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Müntzer, Denck, Franck, Weigel, Carlstadt), Ph.D., 
Yale University, 1960.

9. Frank H. Klassen, “Christopher Dock: Eighteenth- 
century American Schoolmaster,” Ph.D., University 
of Illinois, 1962.

M.A. Theses
1. A. J. Klassen, “Mennonite Brethren Theology: 

Historie Roots and Early Development, 1860- 
1910,” M.A., Wheaton Graduate School (in prog­
ress) .

2. Peter Thiessen, “The Mennonites and Participa­
tion in Politics,” M.A., University of Manitoba 
(in progress).

3. Bruno A. Penner, “The Anabaptist View o f the 
Scriptures,” Th.M., Bethany Biblical Seminary, 
1955.

4. C. Nevin Miller, “The Effectiveness of Eastern 
Mennonite College to Achieve Its Religious Life 
Objectives,” M.A., Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary', 1957.

5. A. P. Regier, “Menno Simons in Controversy with 
Other Representatives of the Radical Reforma­
tion,” M.A., University of Alberta (in progress).

6. Evelyn E. King, “A Study of the Status of the 
Unmarried Women Graduates of Eastern Menno­
nite College,” M.A., Madison College, 1962.

7. Abram Goerz, “The Polity of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church,” B.D., Evangelical Lutheran 
Seminary, Kitchener, 1956.

8. Estel Nafziger, “The Mennonite Ethic in the Web­
erian Framework,” M.A., University of Michigan, 
1962.

9. John D. Block, “A Survey of the History of the 
Mennonite Brethren Church in North America,” 
B.D., California Baptist Theological Seminary, 
1954.

10. Heinz D. Janzen, “Anabaptist Church Discipline 
in the Light of the New Testament,” B.S.T., Bibli­
cal Seminary, New York, 1956.

Other Projects
Carl Schiincmann, publisher of Bremen, is publish­

ing a series of eight volumes under the title Klassiker 
des Protestantismus. The first to come off was Volume 
IV by Heinold Fast, Der linke Flügel der Reformation, 
which contains selections of the writings of Radical 
Reformers, including the Anabaptists. (See review).

George H. Williams has completed his volume, The 
Radical Reformation (Westminster Press). Many oth­
er significant publications in the realm of the Anabap­
tists could be listed here (see “Mennonite Bibliog­
raphy” ). C. J. Dyck edited the contributions made 
by Henry Poettcker, William Keeney, J. A. Oosterbaan, 
C. J. Dyck, Rosella R. Duerksen, Ii. W. Meihuizen, 
N. van der Zijpp, Frits Kuiper, Gerhard Lohrenz, 
Horst Quiring, J. F. G. Goeters, and Heinold Fast, 
entitled A Legacy of Faith. A Sixtieth Anniversary 
Tribute to Cornelius Krahn. (See review).

Complete issues of Mennonite Life are being devoted 
to specific areas. The April issue is devoted to the 
75th Anniversary of Bethel College. Others will be 
devoted to: Medical Care and the Mennonites, The
Mennonite Church in the City, The Mennonites in 
the Netherlands, and The Bible in Our Day.

Cornelius Krahn, the Editor of Mennonite Life, 
will be on a Sabbatical leave during the school year 
1963-64. The co-editors, Walter Klaassen and John F. 
Schmidt will carry on with the additional work. 
Krahn will devote his time to research and writing in 
the realm of early Dutch Mennonite history', thought 
and culture.

The historical committees of the General Confer­
ence Mennonite Church and Mennonite General Con­
ference are taking steps to prepare a Mennonite history 
textbook for use in classes of senior high school and 
college freshman levels. The Institute of Mennonite 
Studies will sponsor the preparation of the textbook.

Recent Publications Offered
The following books reviewed in this issue may be 
ordered through Mennonite Life. Add 10 cents postage 
for each book ordered. Kansas readers should add 2Vs 
percent for sales tax.

1. Krehbiel, Christian. Prairie Pioneer. The Chris­
tian Krehbiel Story. $3.50

2. Smith, C. Henry. Mennonite Country Boy. The
Early Years of C. Henry Smith. 4.00

3. Hillerbrand, Plans. A Bibliography of Anabaptism
1520-1630. " ’ 8.00

4. Yoder, John H. Die Gespräche zwischen Täufern 
und Reformatoren in der Schweiz, 1523-1538. 3.00

5. Fast, Heinold. Der linke Flügel der Reformation.
4.75

6. Williams, George H. Spiritual and Anabaptist
Writers. ' ' 5.00

7. Williams, George PI. Wilderness and Paradise in
Christian Thought. 4.50

8. Krebs, Manfred and Hans Georg Rott. Quellen 
zur Geschichte der Täufer, Band VII & VIII. 
Stadt Strassburg, 1522-1532 und 1533-1535.O?

9.00 per volume
9. Williams, George H. The Radical Reformation.

15.00
10. Dyck, Cornelius ]., cd. A Legacy of Faith. A Six­

tieth Anniversary Tribute to Cornelius Krahn. 5.50
11. Klaassen, Walter, at. al. No Other Foundation. 

Commemorative Essays on Menno Simons. 1.50
12. Fretz, J. Winfield. Immigrant Group Settlements

in Paraguay: A Study in the Sociology of Col­
onization. 3.00
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Mennonite Bibliography

T h e  “M en no nite  Bidi.iogkaihiy” is published annually in 
the April issue of Mennonite Life. It contains a list of 
books, pamphlets and articles dealing with Mennonite life, 
principles and history.

The magazine articles have been mostly restricted to non- 
Mennonite publications since complete files of Mennonite 
periodicals, yearbooks, and conference reports are available 
at the historical libraries of Bethel College, North Newton,

Periodical Articles—ig 62

Carman, J. Neale, Translator and Annotator. “German 
Settlements Along the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway,” in The Kansas Historical Quarterly, XXVIII: 
310-316 (Autumn, 1962).

“Charles J. Kauffman, A Life of Determination, Sacrifice, 
and Accomplishment,” in Freeman Courier, LIX, No. 1 
(April 5, 1962).

Fehr, Peter B. “News from Bolivia,” in The Budget, 
Sugarcreek, Ohio, May 17, 1962.

Goertz, Adalbert, “Trauereintragungen Gert/. 1661-1702 
in den Mcnnonitengemeinden Montau und Gruppe, Kr. 
Schweiz, Wcstpr.,” in Archiv Ostdeuscher Familienforscher, 
II, 1961 und II, 1962, 118-134.

Henderson News, XI, No. 36 (September 7, 1962) Dia­
mond Anniversary Edition with articles on coming of Men- 
nonites and Mennonite churches.

Ilochstetler, Harvey J. “European Mission and Interests 
Tour” in The Budget, Sugatcreek, Ohio, March 29-May 10, 
1962.

Hohmann, Walter II., “The Greiter Melody and Variants,” 
in The Hymn, XII, No. 2 (April, 1961)

Kanagy, Lee, and Adeila Kanagy. “Japan Witness”—a 
series of reports of their mission work in Japan, appearing 
twice monthly in The Budget, Sugarcreek, Ohio, 1962.

Kaufman, Ed. G. “Mennonite Missions among the Okla­
homa Indians,” The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XI, 
No. 1 (Spring, 1962), pp. 41-54.

Klicwcr, Warren. “Child Christmas,” A Poem in The 
Antioch Review, Winter ’61-'62, Vol. XXI, No. 4, p. 453.

Kiiewer, Warren. “Of Mercy and Judgment,” in The 
Kansas Magazine, 1962.

Lamberto, Nick. “Amish Find It Difficult to Retain 
Simple Life,” in Des Moines, Iowa, Sunday Register, De- 
center 2, 1962.

Mast, G. Z. “Conestoga Valley Ancestral Tour,”, in The 
Budget, Sugarcreek, Ohio, August 16, 1962.

Kansas; Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana; Bluflton College, 
Bluffton, Ohio; and the Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elk­
hart, Indiana.

Previous bibliographies published in Mennonite Life ap­
peared annually in the April issues since 1947. Authors and 
publishers of books, pamphlets and magazines which should 
be included in our annual list arc invited to send copies to 
Mennonite Life for listing and possible review.

“Mennoniten,” several articles on Mennonitcs and Prus- 
sian-Mennonite Genealogical Research in Archiv für Sippen­
forschung, Vol. XXVIII, No. 8 (November, 1962).

Overhoit, Henry J. “Traveling in Europe,” in The 
Budget, Sugarcreek, Ohio, October 4 and October 11, 1962.

Overholt, Henry J. “A Trip to Poland,” in The Budget, 
Sept. 6, 1962.

Overholt, Joseph. “A Tour of Central America,” in The 
Budget, Sugarcreek, Ohio, June 28, July 5, August 9, Sep­
tember 6, and October 11, 1962.

Shelton, Mabel Slack. “Mockingbirds and Rituals,” in 
The Christian Science Monitor, April 7, 1962.

Shelton. Mabel Slack. “Our Way,” in The Christian 
Science Monitor, May 19, 1962.

Shelton, Mabel Slack. “Posts in the Vineyard,” in The 
Christian Science Monitor, February 28, 1962.

Shelton, Mabel Slack. “To Pull One’s Weight Is Good,” 
in 'The Christian Science Monitor, February 14, 1962.

Shelton, Mabel Slack. “Winter Days, Winter Joys,” in 
The Christian Science Monitor, January 20, 1962.

Stafford, Charles. “Somberly Clad Amish Bring Penn­
sylvania to Sarasota,” in Florida Times Union, Jackson­
ville, Fla., April 1, 1962. Also in The News, Goshen, Inch, 
April 3, 1962.

Stumpp, Dr. Karl. Heimatbuch der Deutschen aus Russ­
land. 1962. (Stuttgart, Germany), 157+82 pp. (Deals also 
with the Mennonitcs.)

Stumpp, Dr. Karl. Heimatbuch der Deutschen aus Russ­
land. 1963. (Stuttgart, Germany), 192 pp. (Deals also 
with the Mennoniles.)

Troyer, Byron L. “Indiana Amish Outnumber Those in 
Pennsylvania,” in Hoosicrland, September, 1962, pp. 10-13, 
19.

Yoder, Sanford C. “The Amish in Wright County,” in 
The Palimpsest, XLIII: pp. 401-432 (Sept., 1962).

Periodical Articles— igßi
Behrends, Ernst, “Diasporaprobleme der Mennoniten in
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Südamerika,” in Die Evangelische Diaspora, XXXI, 1960- 
1961, 27-50.

Bailes, Kendall. “Peaceful Invasion from Russia; 187-1— 
Mennonite Migration to Kansas,” in the South Bend, Ind., 
Tribune Magazine, Sept. 3, 1961.

Hillerbrand, Hans J. “Menno Simons: Molder of a
Tradition,” in The Christian Century, LXXVIII: 107-109 
(January 25, 1961).

Hostetler, John Andrew. “Amish Family Life—A Soci­
ologist’s Analysis,” in Pennsylvania Folklife, 12:28-39 (Fall, 
1961).

Huyett, Laura. “Straw Hat Making among the Old 
Order Amish,” in Pennsylvania Folklife, 12:40-41 (Fall, 
1961).

Kossok, Manfred. “Die Mcnnoniten-Siedlungcn Para­
guays in den Jahren 1935 bis 1939. Zur politischen Rolle 
der Ausländsdeutschen in Südamerika,” in Zeitschrift f. 
Geschichtswissenschaft, VIII, 1960, 367-376.

Mast, Paul, “Haben die Wiedertäufer auf die Reforma­
tion in der Grafschaft Moers Einfluss gehabt?” in Heimat­
blätter f. d. Kreis Moers, XVII, 1960, 78-82.

Niepoth, Wilhelm, “Krefelder Genealogie,” in Die Heimat, 
XXXII, 1961, 116-130.

Schlegel, Hans. “Ein Täuferbrief aus dem 16. Jh.,” in 
Kirchcnblatt f. d. Reformierte Schweiz, CVI, 1960, 361.

Tortora, Vincent R. “Amish Barn Raisings,” in Penn­
sylvania Folklife, 12:14-19 (Fall, 1961).

Weiss, Ruth. “Herkunft und Sozialanschauungen der 
Täufergemeinden im westlichen Plessen,” in Archiv für 
Rcformationsgcschichtc, 52:162-188 (1961).

New Periodicals—ig6i and ig 62

Canadian Mennonite Bible College Alumni Bulletin; a 
newsletter appearing quarterly, sponsored by the faculty and 
alumni of the Canadian Mennonite Bible College, Winni­
peg, Manitoba.

The Echo; published bi-monthly by Rocky Mountain 
Mennonite Conference, 1:1- March, April, 1962-

El Discifnilo Cristiano; la Voz de las Iglesias Evangelicas 
Menonitas en la America Latina. Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
1:1 - Jan., 1962- (Monthly; replaced El Hcraldo Evan- 
gelico and La Voz Menonita.)

Jahrbuch. Evangelical Mennonite Missionary Conference, 
(n.p.) 1961-

Foolscap. Goshen, Ind., Goshen College, 1962-
Mennonitc Brethren Herald. Winnipeg, Man., The Chris­

tian Press., 1.1 - Jan., 1962- (Monthly; replaced Mennonite 
Observer.)

The Valley Mennonite Messenger; published weekly by 
Park View Press, Harrisonburg, Va., 1:1 - June 14, 1962 -

Books—ig62
Bargen, Bernhard, ed. A Bargen-Ncufeld Genealogy. 

A Biographical Anthology. (Private Edition, 1962), 173 pp.
Bender, Harold S. These Arc My People; the Nature of 

the Church and Its Discipleship According to the New 
Testament. Scottdale, Pa.: Plerald Press, (1962), 126 pp. 
(Conrad Grebe! Lectures, 1960).

Berkhof, H. Christ and the Powers. Translated from the 
Dutch by John Howard Yoder. Scottdale, Pa.: Herald
Press (1962), 62 pp.

Bloch, Ernst. Thomas Münzer als Theologe der Revolu­
tion. Frankfurt, Germany: Suhrkamp Verlag, 1962, 243 pp.

Brandsma, J. A. Menno Simons von Witmarsum. Vor­
kämpfer der Täuferbewegung in den Niederlanden. Kassel, 
Germany: J. G. Oncken, 1962, 111 pp.

Carman, J. Neale. Foreign-Language Units of Kansas: 
Historical Atlas and Statistics. Lawrence, Kan.: Univer­
sity of Kansas Press, 1962, 330 pp.

Centennial Anniversary, 1862-1962. Jamestown, Indiana: 
Olive Mennonite Church, 1962, 18 pp.

Christian Hymnal. Hesston, Kansas: Church of God in 
Christ, Mennonite (1959), 608 pp.

Christian Hymnal Selections. Hesston, Kansas: Church 
of God in Christ, Mennonite (1962), 149 pp.

The Christian in Modern Africa; Messages and Reports 
(front the) Limuru Study Conference, Limuru, Kenya, 
March 28-ApriI 1, 1962. (Salunga, Pa.: 1962), 45 pp.

Dankbaar, W. F. Martin Buccrs Beziehungen zu den 
Niederlanden. ’S-Gravenhage, Netherlands: Martinus Nij- 
hoff, 1961, 60 pp.

Detweiler, Robert. “Lenten Messages.” Orrville, Ohio: 
The Calvary Hour (1962), 40 pp. (Calvary Flour Sermons 
885-889).

Detweiler, William (Bill). “These Be Thy Gods.” Orr­
ville, Ohio: Calvary Hour (1962), 64 pp. (Calvary Hour 
Sermons 876-883).

Documenta Rcformaloria. Teksten uit de gcschiednis 
van kerk cn theologie in de Nedcrlanden sedert de Hervor- 
ming; onder redactie van J. N. Bakhuizcn van den Brink 
(et al.), Kämpen, the Netherlands: J. FL Kok, 1962, Deel 
II, 496 pp.

Driedger, Leo. Fallout Shelters. (Newton, Kan.: Gen­
eral Conference Board of Christian Service.) 1962.

Drumm, Ernst. Zur Geschichte der Mennonit cn im 
Herzogtum Pfalz-Zwcibriickcn. (Zweibrücken: Wilms-
Druck), 1962, 95 pp.

Dyck, Cornelius J., ed. A Legacy of Faith. The Heritage 
of Menno Simons. A Sixtieth Anniversary Tribute to 
Cornelius Krahn. Newton, Kansas: Faith and Life Press,
1962, 260 pp. (See review).

Education on Alcohol and Tobacco; Proceedings of the 
Conference on Christian Community Relations Sponsored 
by the Committee on Economic and Social Relations, (et 
al), April 5-7, 1962. (Goshen, Ind.), Committee on Eco­
nomic and Social Relations of the Mennonite Church, 1962.
121 pp.

Epp, Frank FI. Mennonite Exodus. The Rescue and Re­
settlement of the Russian Mennonites Since the Commu­
nist Revolution. Altona, Manitoba: D. W. Friesen and 
Sons, 1962, 571 pp.

Erb, Mrs. Martin S. History of the Ncjjsville Mennonite 
Church, Lancaster, Pa. 1952-1956. (n.p., n.d.), 19 pp.

Erb, Paul. Don’t Park Here; Discussions on Dynamic 
Christian Living. Scottdale, Pa.; Herald Press (1962).
182 pp.

Fast, Heinold. Der Linke Flügel der Reformation. Bre­
men, Germany: Carl Schünemann Verlag, (1962), 432 pp. 
(See review).

Flugsamen; Plandbuch zur Unterweisung 5-6 jähriger in 
Sonntagsschule und Kindergarten. Basel; Agape-Verlag, 
1962- Jahrg. I, Bde. 1 and 2.

Foote, Paulina. God’s Hand Over My Nineteen Years in 
China. Hillsboro, Kansas: M. B. Publishing, 1962, 228 pp.
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Fret/., Joseph Winfield. Immigrant Group Settlements in 
Paraguay. A Study in the Sociology of Colonization. North 
Newton, Kansas: Bethel College, (1962), 198 pp.

Friesen, Mrs. John R. What God Does. (Steinbach, 
Manitoba: Derksen Printers Ltd., 1959), 80 pp.

Gocrtz, Adalbert. Die Mennoniten Altpreusscns. Stutt­
gart: Evangelisches Verlagswerk, 1962, 19 pp. (Reprint 
from Kirche im Osten, Bd. 5.)

Golterman, Dr. W. F. Ecnhcid in de chaos der kerken. 
Haarlem, Netherlands: De Erven F. Bohn, N.V., 1962, 
207 pp.

Grundlehren des Glaubens. Hesston, Kansas: Church
of God in Christ, Mcnnonite, 1962, 62 pp.

Guiding Policies and Principles for Missionaries of 
the General Conference Mcnnonite Church. Newton, Kan.: 
Faith and Life Press, 1962, 59 pp.

Hieben, Marjorie. Conversion, Consecration, Christlike 
Service. Hesston, Kansas: Church of God in Christ, 
Mcnnonite, 1962, 93 pp.

Hillerbrand, Flans Joachim. Bibliographic des Täufcr- 
tums 1520-1630, Vol. X of series Quellen zur Geschichte 
der Täufer. Gütersloh, Germany: Gerd Mohn, 1962,
281 pp. (See review).

Hillerbrand, Hans Joachim. Die politische Ethik des 
oberdeutschen Täufcrtums. Eine Untersuchung zur Re- 
lions und Geistesgeschichte des Reformationszeitalters. 
Leiden, Netherlands. E. J. Brill, 1962, 84 pp.

Horst, Irvin A. A Bibliography of Menno Simons, ca. 
1496-1561, Dutch Reformer; with a census of known copies. 
Nieuwkopp B. de Graaf, the Netherlands: 1962, 157 pp.

Hostetler, Harvey. Descendants of Jacob Plochstetlcr, 
the Immigrant of 1736. . . . Elgin, 111.: Brethren Publish­
ing House, 1912. (Reprint published by Noah Wengerd, 
Meyersdale, Pa.: 1962)

Hostetler, B. Charles. How God Leads Us. Scottdale, 
Pa.: Herald Press (1962), 45 pp.

I-Iubmaicr, Balthasar. Schriften. Hcrausgegeben von 
Gunnar Westin und Torsten Beigsten. Gütersloh, G. Mohn, 
1962. 507 pp. (In Quellen und Forschungen zur Reforma­
tionsgeschichte, Bd. XXIX; Quellen zur Geschichte der 
Täufer, IX.)

Hymns for the Seventh Mcnnonite World Conference. 
Kitchener, Out.: Mennonite World Conference, 1962, 83 pp.

Janzen, A. E. The Moro’s Spear. Hillsboro, Kansas: 
Board of Missions of the Conference of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church, 1962, 51 pp.

Kahle, Wilhelm. Aufsätze zur Entwicklung der Evange­
lischen Gemeinden in Russland. Leiden, Netherlands: E. J. 
Brill, 1962, 267 pp. (Reference to Mennonitcs).

Kehn, Andrew T. Kochn Family Record, Freeman, S. D.; 
Pine 1-Iill Printery, 1962, 64 pp.

Klaassen, Walter [et al). No Other Foundation; Com­
memorative Essays on Menno Simons. North Newton, 
Kan.: Bethel College (1962), 76 pp. (Menno Simons
Lectures, 1961) (See review).

Klassen, Kathryn. The Peter Janzen Genealogy, 1789- 
1962. (n.p., 1962), 68+24 pp.

Koshy, Mrs. Tom, and Ray Alderfer. Gazetteer and 
Index of Overseas Mission Fields and Stations Compiled 
from Annual Reports, 1946-1961, of the Mcnnonite Board 
of Missions and Charities; . . . Elkhart, Ind.: Mennonite 
Board of Missions and Charities, 1962, (43).

Krisztinkovich, Bela. Haban Pottery. Budapest; Corvina 
Press, 1962, 48 pp.

Lasserre, Jean. War and the Gospel. Scottdale, Pa.: 
Herald Press, (1962), 243 pp.

Lehman, James O., ed. Welcome to Ohio. Kidron, Ohio: 
1962, 53 pp.

Littell, Franklin FI., editor. Refonnation Studies. Sixteen 
Essays in Honor of Roland 11. Bainton. Richmond, Vir­
ginia: John Knox Press, (c. 1962), 285 pp. (See review).

Mast, David J. Descendants of Joseph J. Stutzman and 
Rachel Yoder from the Year 1839-1962. (Middlebury, 
Ind.: 1962), 88 pp. (Cover Title: Stutzman Family
History).

Mendel, J. J. History of the People of East Freeman, 
Silver Lake and West Freeman from 1528 to 1961 and 
History of Freeman (continued 1958-1961). (Freeman,
S. Dak.: ' 1962), 301 pp.

Mennonite Brethren Missions Today. Hillsboro, Kansas: 
Mennonite Brethren Church Board of Missions, 1962, 24 pp.

Stewardship Study Conference, Prairie Street Mennonite 
Church, Elkhart, Indiana, February 16-17, 1962; sponsored 
by the General Conference of the Mennonite Church and 
the Department of Stewardship. (Scottdale, Pa.: 1962), 
(87).

Miller, Clara Bernice. The Crying Heart. Scottdale, 
Pa.: Herald Press, (1962), 293 pp.

Oswald, Evan. T orchbcarer's Guidebook. A Boy’s Club 
Manual. Scottdale, Pa.: Plerald Press (c. 1958), 3rd
printing, 1962, 88 pp.

Redekop, Calvin. Brotherhood and Schism. Scottdale, 
Pa.: Herald Press (1962), 43 pp. (Focal pamphlet No. 9)

(Rosenfeld, Mrs. Peter, Mrs. D. D. Warkcntin, and Mrs. 
Jacob FI. Peters) The Mennonite Treasury of Recipes. 
(Steinbach, Man.: Printed by Derksen Printers, 1962),
224 pp.

Sawatzky, Valentin. Heimatglocken. Lyrik und Balla­
den. Virgil, Ontario: Niagara Press (1962), 97 pp.

Sawatzky, Valentin. Lindenblacttcr. Ausgewaehltc Ge­
dichte. Virgil, Ontario: Niagara Press (1962), 90 pp.

Schmidt, Mary (Redger). Brief Record of Cornelius 
and Lena (Base) Schmidt. (Greensburg, Kan.: 1962),
16 pp.

Schreiber, William I. Our Amish Neighbors. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1962, 227 pp.

Schroeder, Anna. Year of Decision. Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Zondervan Publishing Plouse, (1962) 214 pp.

The Sesquiccntennial Jubilee (of) Evangelical Mcnnonite 
Conference, 1812-1962. Steinbach, Manitoba: The Evan­
gelical Mcnnonite Conference, 1962, 194 pp.

Smith, Benjamin. The Benjamin Unruh Family Record, 
1842-1962. North Newton, Kan.: 1962, 117 pp.

Smith, C. Plenry. Mennonite Country Boy; the Early 
Years of C. Plenty Smith. Newton, Kan.: Faith and Life 
Press (c. 1962), 261 pp. (Mcnnonite Historical Series.)

Stauffer, J. L. The Eternal Security Teaching. Scottdale, 
Pa.: Herald Press (c. 1933, 2nd edition, revised, 9th print­
ing, 1962), 32 pp.

Unrau, Ruth. Buckwheat Summer. Scottdale, Pa.: Pler­
ald Press (1962), 143 pp.

Unruh, Benjamin FI. The Andreas Unruh Family Record. 
(Newton Kansas: Benjamin FI. Unruh, 1962), 172 pp.

Unruh, Myrtle. Mit Manna gespeist. (Filadelfia, Fern-
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heim, Paraguay), 1962, 120 pp.
Vansittart, Peter. The Siege. New York: Walker and

Co., (1962), 410 pp. (A novel on the Anabaptists of 
Münster.)

Walpot, Peter. True Surrender and Christian Commu­
nity of Goods; condensed by the Brethren of the same faith 
front the great article book by Peter Walpot, 1577. (Bright, 
Out.: Community Farm of the Brethren, 1962?), (14) pp.

Weaver, Henry. Television; Friend or Foe? Scottdale, 
Pa.: Herald Press, 1962, 24 pp. (Focal pamphlet No. 8)

Weber, Fran/. Michael. Kaspar Schwcnckfeld und seine 
Anhänger in den Frcybergischen Herrschaften Justingen 
und Opfingen. Stuttgart, Germany: W. Kohlhammer Ver­
lag, 1962, 130 pp.

Wedel, Elizabeth (Goering). The Peter C. Gocring and 
Anna (Waltncr) Goering Family Record, 1863-1962. (n.p., 
1962), 48 pp.

Wedel, Jacob A. and Neva Kaufman, Viola Stueky. 
The Johann Goering and Freni (Krchbicl) Goering Family 
Record 1850-1962. North Newton, Kansas: (1962), 67 pp.

Welcome to Iowa, (n.p., Mennonites of Iowa, 1962),
20 P.P>Wenger, A. Grace. God Builds the Church Through Con­
gregational Witness; a Resource Book for the Study of Chris­
tian Witnessing. Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press (1962), 128
pp.

Wiebe, Rudy. Peace Shall Destroy Many. Toronto, 
Canada: McClelland and Stewart, 1962. 239 pp.

Willard, Lcola. God Opened the Door. Hesston, Kan.: 
Church of Christ, Mennonite, 1962, 239 pp.

Williams, George Huntston. The Radical Reformation. 
Philadelphia, Westminster Press (1962), 924 pp.

Yoder, Don. Pennsylvania Spirituals. Lancaster, Pa.: 
Pennsylvania Folklife Society, 1961, 528 pp.

Yoder, John Howard. Christus und der Krieg. (Karls­
ruhe, Deutsche Mennonitsche Friedenskomitee, 1962), 7 pp. 
(Veröffentlichung des Deutschen Mennonitischcn Friedens­
komitees, 7)

Yoder, John II. Täufertum und Reformation in der 
Schweiz. I. Die Gespräche zwischen Täufern und Refor­
matoren, 1523-1538. Herausgegeben von den Mennonitischcn 
Geschichtsverein, Karlsruhe, 1962, 184 pp.

Zimmerman, Noah L. History of the Lost Creek Mcnno-

BOOKS IN REVIEW
SOME NEW BOOKS ON ANABAPTISM

By Robert

The year 1962 brought us an unusually rich harvest of 
Anabaptist studies. Dissertations and other papers on the 
“Left Wing” of the Reformation (“Radical Reformation”) 
have become almost a favorite at universities and semi­
naries, and scholars are busy trying to discover some new 
aspects, if not some new sources, and to re-interpret the 
facts and their background.

nite Church and Its Community, (n.p.) The Mennonite 
Historical Society of the Juniata District, 1962. 46 pp.

Books—ij)6i
Derstinc, Gerald. Visitation of God to the Mennonites. 

Sarasota, Fla., The Gospel Crusade (1961), 50 pp. (Re­
printed from Full Gospel Men’s Voice, Nov. and Dec., 
1960; Jan., 1961).

Driedger, Leo, ed. School of Peace. (Newton, Kansas, 
Board of Christian Service, General Conference Mennonite 
Church, 1961), 4 teacher’s manuals and 2 pupil’s packets.

The Authority of the Scriptures. Study Commission on 
the Inspiration of the Scriptures. Newton, Kansas, 1961. 
8 PP-

Kaufman, Kernan. Amish Dutch Tourist Guide. Pho­
tography by Charles S. Rice. Kutztown, Pa., B. Herman 
Dutch Books, (1961), 100 pp.

KIoss, Heinz and Arnold B. Dyck, editors. Ahornblätter. 
Deutsche Dichtung aus Kanada. Würzburg: Holzner-Ver- 
lag, 1961, 116 pp.

Komisi Pcndidikan Agama. Peladjaran A gam a Singkal; 
Dalam Tanjak dan Djawab; Diterbitkan oleh Komisi 
Pcndidikan Agama Synode Muria. (Djepara, Java), 1961. 
43 pp.

Reckman, Piet, and J. J. Wentink, compilers. Vrede en 
Verzocning. Amsterdam, Adm. Vrede en Verzoening, 1961. 
40 pp. (A pamphlet sponsored by five peace groups, in­
cluding Doopsgezinde Vredesgrocp.)

Seyppel, Joachim II. Schwcnckfeld: Knight of Faith. 
A Study in the History of Religion. Pennsburg, Pa.: The 
Schwenkfelder Library, 1961, 185 pp.

Smith, Elmer Lewis. Bundling Among the Amish. 
Akron, Pa., Applied Arts, 1961. 34 pp.

Smith, Elmer Lewis. Meet the Mennonites, in Pennsyl­
vania Dutchland. Photography by Mel Horst. Akron, Pa., 
Applied Arts, 1961. 42 pp.

Stauffer, Reuben. The Heart, the Soul and I; an 
lvstacade to Live in Verse and Prose. New York, Exposi­
tion Press (c. 1961), 63 pp.

Weaver, Monroe A. (Jacob II’caver Family Genealogy) 
Shrove, Ohio, 1961. 1 vol. of looselcaf sheets, with supple­
mentary sheets to be published annually.

Friedmann

Anabaptist Bibliog rap hy 
One has only to look at the annual bibliography which 

Mennonite Life presents usually in its April issue to realize 
how much research is being done at many institutes of 
higher learning both in Europe and America. Thus a com­
prehensive bibliographical guide was overdue. This Hans 
Joachim Hillerbrand achieved in his 280-page Bibliography
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of Anabaptism, 1520-1630 (in USA published by the In­
stitute of Mennonite Studies, Elkhart, Ind.; in Germany by 
the Verein für Reformationsgeschichte, 1962). It is a bibli­
ography patterned largely after the large and justly famous 
Bibliographie zur deutschen Geschichte im Zeitalter der 
Glaubensspaltung by K. Schottenloher. Hillerbrand’s bib­
liography comprises 4611 items, plus a title- and author 
index, a welcome tool for any researcher. The stock of 
Goshen College Mennonite Historical Library was the start­
ing point, and Harold Bender and Nelson Springer were 
instrumental in checking and advising the bibliographer. 
The Bethel College Historical Library and others were 
consulted. A key indicates in what libraries the rare books 
can be located. A healthy foundation is now attained from 
which future researchers may start—even if it is not always 
easy to find one’s way through the thicket of names and 
items. However, this maze was inevitable if completeness 
was the goal. It is hoped that a second edition will be 
necessary soon in which mistakes could be corrected and 
additional titles added.

Aiiabaptist Conversation
Yoder’s doctoral dissertation (submitted at Basel, 1957) 

entitled Die Gespräche zwischen Täufeni und Reforma­
toren in der Schweiz, 1523-1538, published in the Schriften­
reihe des Mennonitischen Geschichtsvereins (1962, 184 
pages), opens new avenues to the deeper understanding of 
primary Swiss Anabaptism. It deals with the numerous 
oral debates or controversies between the Zwinglians and 
the Swiss Anabaptists, indicating quite clearly the Zwingli- 
an background of the Swiss Brethren and at the same time 
also the profound difference between the Anabaptist and 
the state-church Reformation outlook. Yoder states that 
the essence of all these disputations centered around the 
concept of the church. Zwingli equated city-authority 
with church, while the Anabaptists put the emphasis on 
an autonomous living congregation (Gemeinde) bound to 
suffer in the world, being baptized upon its faith and disci­
plined by the ban, in brief a congregation evidencing faith 
in life, something rather distant in Zwingli’s mind. The 
Reformer could not see any sharp dualism of “world” and 
church, continuing rather the medieval idea of Corpus 
Christianum. Eventually all these debates ended in perse­
cution and police action, the last resort of all state authority. 
Very profound is Yoder’s analysis of the reasons why that 
tragic break was unavoidable, even though most of the 
ideas defended by Grebel and his brethren originated in 
the mind of Zwingli. Yoder claims that a notable change 
can be recognized in the mind of Zwingli around 1523, 
while the former companions, such as Grebel, accepted his 
original ideas and then developed them into that sharp 
dualism mentioned before. In this dualistic vision Ana­
baptism remained true to itself throughout its history. All 
in all, Yoder’s study is useful toward a clearer conception 
of the essence of Anabaptism (das eigentliche Täufertum), 
helping to differentiate it from fanaticism [Schwärmerturn) 
or free-church denominations, and making us more familiar 
with the dynamics of incipient Anabaptism.

These Are M y People
From this quick bird’s eye view of research about the 

Anabaptists we turn to a brief look at a few publications 
“in the spirit of Anabaptism.” First and foremost looms

Harold S. Bender’s Conrad Grebel Lectures, These Arc 
My People; the nature of the church and its discipleship 
according to the New Testament (Herald Press, 1962, 
125 pp.). Brief as it is, it yet profoundly represents the 
typical Anabaptist-Mennonite concept of the church as a 
living fellowship of committed disciples, a “Fellowship of 
saints striving after holiness” (p. 54), in short a “Holy 
Community” (the title of the 3rd chapter) in which every­
one is responsible for the welfare and discipline of the 
whole, not allowing the traditional distinction between 
clergy and laity. Bender’s idea of the church is taken 
exclusively from the teachings of the New Testament, which 
did not know as yet a fully institutionalized organization. 
Though Bender approves the institutional character of the 
visible church he yet sees clearly the dangers of an over­
emphasis on it, neglecting its more significant character as 
a “communion of the Holy Spirit” (p. 61), or as he says 
later, “The church is first of all the reign of God’s life- 
giving grace and Spirit.” (p. 90.)

Not infrequently Bender uses the term “nurture” in 
connection with the idea of church, and nurture was cer­
tainly one of his major ideas regarding the function of the 
church: she is the mother who nurtures her members, and 
we must not leave her (as spiritualizers are apt to do) or 
atomize her (as defenders of Congregationalism might do). 
Even though the new book only marginally mentions Ana­
baptism as a paradigm of the proper church concept, we 
yet may assume that this was the background for Bender’s 
entire life-work. This, his last work, will then remain his 
deepest confession and profession, a lasting monument of 
a great and dedicated life.

Eberhard Arnold
Likewise “in the spirit of Anabaptism” is the life work 

of the founder of the Society of Brothers, Eberhard Arnold. 
For years this group ran a publication enterprise called 
“The Plough Publishing House.” Then they stopped it. 
Now they have revived it again at their Woodcrest colony, 
Rifton, New York. They began with five publications, 
among which are Eberhard Arnold’s The Early Christians 
and The Peace of God, books well known to friends of 
that group ever since they first appeared in a German edi­
tion. The book on the Early Christians is particularly 
valuable, opening church history to a new interpretation 
concordant with Arnold’s basically Anabaptist point of 
view. The book presents the Church Fathers up to Ter- 
tullian, not with the intention of adding another scholarly 
dissertation to the many already existing ones, but rather 
to undergird a “restitution” or revival of primitive Chris­
tian life on the basis of the New Testament and the early 
Fathers. Now a new book has been added, Emmy Arnold’s 
Inner U'ords for Every Day of the Year, a meditation book 
with sayings from many sources, but predominantly from 
the writings of her deceased husband, Eberhard Arnold. 
It is a fine booklet which breathes a profound faith in 
Christ and His divinity. “One can be a Christian only,” 
Arnold says, “when he has experienced within his own 
heart the decisive word about Christ’s nearness.” This is 
the theme throughout this small but helpful book.

Here I will stop. This issue contains numerous other 
reviews along these lines. I hope that they will make us 
aware of the tremendous achievements thus far in inter­
pretative history and may perhaps suggest further inquiries.
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Anabaptist Writers
Heinold Fast, Der linke Flügel der Reformation Bel. IV 

Klassiker des Protestantismus, Bremen: Carl Schünemann 
Verlag, 1962. 432 pp. Cloth.

George H. Williams and Angel M. Mergal, Spiritual and 
Anabaptist Writers, Vol. XXV The Library of Christian 
Classics, Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1957. 421 pp. 
Cloth $5.00.

With the appearance of the Fast volume late in 1962 
we now have two collections of writings from the Radical 
Reformation available to the general public. The two 
volumes duplicate only about 70 pages which means that: 
we have upwards of 700 pages of selected sources. Fast's 
collection is the largest and includes the Antitrinitarians.

Both editors preface their collections with a general 
introduction in which they attempt classification of the be­
wildering variety of form in this segment of Protestantism. 
Both separate Anabaptists from Spiritualists. Williams sub­
divides the two groups into three further types, while Fast 
notes the differences within each group but does not further 
divide them. He does, however, add the Schwärmer and 
the Antitrinitarians as special groups. The classifications of 
both editors help to clarify further the differences between 
the various currents, but both attempts reveal the weak­
nesses of any rigid grouping. When Obbc Philips is listed 
with the Schwärmer (Fast, 319IT.) and Carlstadt with the 
Revolutionary Spiritualists (Williams, 32); when Denck is 
called a Spiritualist by Fast (xxv) and an Anabaptist by 
Williams (30); when Melchior Plofmann is regarded by 
Fast as a Schwärmer (2981T.) and by Williams as an Ana­
baptist (29), one suspects, that although these divisions 
may aid the cause of clarity in delineating types, they 
should not be pressed too far, for there is a unity in all of 
these that should not be lost sight of. They share a com­
mon protest against the externalization of the faith, the 
consecpience of which is a tendency to spiritualize in vary­
ing degrees. Both editors admit that these theoretical divi­
sions cannot he consistently pressed.

Editing a selection of writings from such a wealth of 
available material is not simple and what one man omits 
another would have included. One wonders why Pilgram 
Marbeck and Hans Hut were omitted from, and Obbe 
Philips included in, the Williams volume. And surely a 
more representative writing from Denck’s works can be 
found than the Widerruf which Fast has selected, although 
the latter is perhaps the most inclusive. These are, how­
ever, personal reactions, and the positive aspects of these 
volumes far outweigh any shortcomings the reviewer may 
sense.

Spiritual and Anabaptist Writers is more useful in Amer­
ica than the Fast volume because it is in English. That 
this volume belongs to the noted Library of Christian 
Classics will certainly help in its circulation, and will be for 
most students and teachers the standard source of Ana­
baptist and Spiritualist writings. The introductory notes 
preceding each selection are extremely useful. The trans­
lations are accurate, the type clear, the book attractive. 
The bibliographical references are mainly to works in Eng­
lish. Unfortunately the intervening five years have seen no 
significant increase in Anabaptist sources and general treat­
ments in English.

Der linke Flügel der Reformation is a much more repre­
sentative collection. The introductory notes to the individ­
ual selections are more extensive and helpful, and it in­
cludes the main representatives of Antiirinharianism. Six­
teenth century German spelling has been modernized, but 
t!u‘ sentence structure and vocabulary retained virtually un­
changed.

Nearly all the selections in both volumes come from the 
writings of the more widely known thinkers and leaders of 
the Radical Reformation. Fast has made a notable excep­
tion to this by including the very moving Testament of 
Anneken Jans, an ordinary wife and mother. He is to be 
highly commended for this inclusion for it speaks in some 
ways even more forcefully than the more theologically 
sophisticated apologetics of a Hubmaier or a Menno.

The fact that both of these volumes appear in notable 
series indicates that left wing Protestants are now regarded 
as having made important contributions to the Reforma­
tion. Both volumes ought to be in all Mennonite church 
libraries.
Bethel College Walter Klaassen

Menno Simons Lectures
Wilderness and Paradise in Christian Thought, George 

II. Williams, Harper, 1962, $4.50, 245 pp.
This hook itself is both paradise and wilderness. On 

its pages one rejoices to meet a great company of pilgrims, 
seekers and prophets—Moses and Elijah, of course; Jerome; 
the mystics—Tattler, Suso, Ruysbroeck, St. John of the 
Cross; Michael Servctus, Peter Waldo, Melchior Ilofmann, 
Jacob Flutter, John Wesley, Bunyan, Milton, Eliot and 
Applesced; Essenes, Mormons, Boers and Negro slaves.

The volume, delivered originally as the Menno Simons 
lectures at Bethel College in 1958, is really two books 
bound together as one, each deserving a separate review. 
The first traces the wilderness-desert-paradise-garden theme 
through the long history of Christianity; the second is a 
significant attempt to formulate a Christian philosophy of 
higher education.

Williams explains the organization of the first book in 
the following statement. “The classical symphony with its 
four movements, its variations on two or more themes, has, 
indeed suggested the basic structure of the following com­
position as an artistic unity.” (p. 7) The five chapters in 
the first book arc the following: (1) Wilderness and
Desert; Garden and Paradise in the Bible, (2) Wilderness 
and Paradise in the Baptismal Theolog)' of the Church of 
the Martyrs, in Monasticism, and in Mysticism, (3) Flee­
ing to and Planting in the Wilderness in the Reformation 
Period and Modern Times, (4) The Enclosed Garden in 
the Wilderness of the New World, and (5) Conclusion: 
Wasteland and Wilderness.

Concerning the wilderness theme in Anabaptist history 
Williams says:

“In seeing how plausibly they combined primitivist, 
mystical, and sectarian conceptions of the wilderness expe­
rience and connected it either with a spiritualized inward 
Christianity or specifically with the submission to the rite 
of adult baptism on the pattern of Jesus in the wilderness 
of Jordan, we sharpen our understanding of the extra-
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ordinary mobility, missionary zeal, and readiness to accept 
martyrdom on the part of hundreds of thousands of earnest 
people, harried from town to town and fleeing for pro­
tection to the fastness of the mountains and forests. With 
the re-emergence of the wilderness concept as literally a 
divinely secured place of refuge as distinguished from the 
contemplative desert-state of the soul, it is understandable 
that, beginning in the Reformation era, the persecuted 
sectarians readily assimilated the occasional references to 
the forest in the Scriptures and thereby enriched the image 
of descrlum.” (pp. 65 and 66)

Of Melchior Hofmann he says, “Hofmann took over 
from Rhenish mysticism the concepts of the wilderness 
{Wiistc, deserlum) as the utter emptiness of the soul at 
leisure from itself and of the soul as the bride of the 
heavenly Bridegroom. His innovation was to locate the 
regenerative experience of the divine nuptials of the wilder­
ness in the public act of repentance and believers’ baptism.”
(p.67)

Various typographical errors mark the book. The first 
two lines on page 58 should be interchanged. The top 
two lines on page 59 should precede the quotation at the 
bottom of page 58. On page 141 “theological conception 
is illustrated” should read “as illustrated.”

Part one is a tremendous stimulant to the imagination. 
The ancient images of tin* Scriptures are present in all 
their pristine power. Paths in paradise (or wilderness) 
beg for exploration. Here is one such example; “The 
sectarian Calvinist cultivators of the garden in the primeval 
wilderness and the Iberian Catholic conquistadors in search 
of El Dorado in his terrestrial paradise, having set out from 
the Old World with different objectives, laid clown such 
contrasting patterns of life in the two new continents that 
to the present day these two impulses . . . provide us with 
a refined set of keys for the unlocking of certain parts of 
Latin and English New World civilizations which would 
be inaccessible to the blunter or more standardized keys, 
such as the contrasting pair: Catholic and Protestant.”
(P- 100)._

Part Two is entitled “The Theological Idea of the 
University.” Williams chooses to study Harvard as an 
example, explaining, “In dealing with the theological con­
ception of one university, we are ultimately concerned with 
the Christian meaning of every college or university.” 
(p. 141) Pie identifies five themes undergirding the forma­
tion of seventeenth century Harvard. Pie then traces these 
five themes in the history of the Old World to the Refor­
mation. Pie speaks of the threefold office of Christ— 
priest, prophet, king—and of Calvin’s use of this christo- 
logical foundation in ordering Genevan society. Williams, 
using material impossible to summarize here, reduces the 
five university themes to two: “The paradise-wilderness
cycle and the trinitarian-christological pattern of the three 
intersecting institutions of faith, learning, and common­
wealth.” (p. 195)

Since the two parts of the book are held together by 
the paradise-wilderness theme, this review closes with two 
sentences from the introduction.

“The Christian scholar or poet still lives in an enclosed 
and fertile part of that garden, sustained by the grace 
mediated through the fellowship of research, prayer, and 
kindled imagination. Disciplined by his Christian duty

and opportunity to come face to face with the many before 
him in the vast communio sanctorum of the centuries, he 
may strengthen others who find themselves planted where 
the soil is exhausted and join with them in the never 
ending task of holding back the moral and spiritual wilder­
ness on the frontier of which man precariously maintains 
his hold upon the life that God created and called good.”
(p. 8)
North N ewton, K ansas Elaine Sommers Rich

Strassburg Anabaptists
Manfred Krebs and Plans Georg Rott. Quellen zur 

Geschichte der Täufer, Band VII & VIII, Eisass I. & II. 
Teil, Stadt Strassburg 1522-1532 und 1533-1535, Giitersloher 
Verlagshaus Gerd Mohn, 1959 and I960.

For decades German scholars and publishers have been 
publishing Quellen und Forschungen zur Reformations­
geschichte. Within this framework ten volumes of Quellen 
zur Geschichte der Täufer have appeared. Volumes VII 
and VIII consist of sources dealing with the Anabaptists in 
Alsace, particularly the city of Strassburg. The preparation 
of the Strassburg sources was begun by Johann Adam. 
After his death, Walther Köhler continued the work. After 
World War II, this project was revived through the help 
of the American Mennoniles. Manfred Krebs and Hans 
Georg Rott checked, reorganized, and edited the material. 
The two volumes under consideration here contain materials 
from 1522-1532. Additional material is to be published in 
one or two additional volumes.

Strassburg is no doubt one of the most significant centers, 
not only as far as the Reformation in general is concerned, 
but also in connection with the Anabaptist movement. The 
Strassburg Reformation, under the leadership of Capito and 
Bucer, played a unique role. These two reformers took a 
mediating position between Luther and Zwingli. They were 
more tolerant toward the Anabaptists than any other official 
Reformation authorities. This made it possible for some of 
the Anabaptists and other radical reformers to gather in 
Strassburg from time to time.

Among the Anabaptists, we find a great variety and 
wide range of representatives. Not only did the Swiss 
Brethren (Michael Sattler, Pilgram Marbeck, etc.) have a 
wing in Strassburg, but also the more spiritualistically in­
clined representatives such as Plans Denck, Ludwig Hetzer, 
Jacob Kautz, Sebastian Franck, and others. There were 
also anti-trinitarians such as followers of Michael Servetus, 
and chiliasts and enthusiasts such as Melchior Hofmann and 
David Joris. Among those demanding tolerance and re­
ligious freedom were Jacob Ziegler and Otto Brunfels. 
More radical reformers were Andreas Karlstadt and Martin 
Cellarius. Strassburg also had followers of Casper Schwenck- 
feld. Sources pertaining to this wide range of the 16th 
century radical reformers have been included in these two 
volumes. Also the reactions to the happenings in Strassburg 
of Zwingli, Luther, and others are included. Whether it 
was the peasant revolt or the Münster catastrophe, all ate 
mirrored in the records of Strassburg.

Now for the first time, these sources can be used by 
scholars the world over interested in the Left Wing of the 
Reformation. The work and the accomplishments of these
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three scholars is outstanding. The most careful methods 
were used in the preparation of the sources. The index 
alone, found in Volume II, pages 498-555, is an unusual 
achievement. Anyone looking for particulars in this collec­
tion of sources can find them easily.

It is hoped that the remaining source materials will he 
published soon. In the meantime, these volumes and those 
which precede, supply us with an ususually rich source 
of information dealing with the Left Wing Reformation of 
Germany.
Betiiei. College Cornelius Krahn

The Radical Reformation
The Radical Reformation by George II. Williams. Phila­
delphia: Westminster Press, 1962, 924 pp., $15.00

Williams divides the Radical Reformation movement into 
seven primarily regional groupings: 1) Swiss Brethren,
2) South German and Austrian Anabaptists, 3) Hutterites, 
4) Mclchiorites or Mennonites, 5) Miinsterites, 6) Prcdes- 
tinarians (Italy), and 7) Socinians (Poland) (p. 583).

To the Evangelical Anabaptists belonged the Swiss Breth­
ren, the Mennonites, the Hutterites, and South Germans. 
The Revolutionary or Maccabean Anabaptists, as well as 
the spiritualizing Anabaptists, did not survive. Williams 
speaks of these three groups as the “suffering servants,” the 
“militant heralds,” and “watchful brooders.”

Geographically, Williams’ study covers Spain, Italy, The 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Moravia, Hun­
gary, Poland, Transylvania, and England. The author cov­
ers all Radical Reformation efforts of the period of 1520-80, 
including those of the “classical” representatives such as 
Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, Bucer, Gapito, and many others 
of the local city-state units as far as they had contact with 
the Radical Reformers.

In a concluding chapter, “A New Perspective,” the author 
characterizes the Magisterial Reformers as equating pedo- 
baptism with circumcision. In opposition to this, the 
Radical Reformers accepted believer’s baptism as a con­
stitutive principle. Although Anabaptism, Spiritualism 
and Evangelical Rationalism were distinct from each other, 
Williams states that “the cumulative impression is massive 
and overwhelming,” that they are “part of a still larger 
upheaval of the strata of late medieval Christendom.”

The sweep of Williams’ presentation is very impressive; 
in fact, almost overwhelming. The amount of source ma­
terial he has consulted is unusual. It is true that not all 
areas have been investigated and studied with the same 
thoroughness. This is not at all surprising. The field is 
unlimited and the sources made available are almost unsur- 
mountable and the author has not yet spent a lifetime on 
his study.

There is no question that the author has succeeded in 
demonstrating that all Radical Reformers had enough in 
common to justify the author’s putting them all under one 
spiritual roof and gathering them on the same foundation. 
Mis unique approach and his deep insights open up new 
vistas for research, and will challenge many to check some 
former insights and conclusions derived from the research 
in this field. Generations of scholars will benefit from this 
magnificent and penetrating analysis of the “Left Wing” 
Reformation which was in decades past considered to be

a “muddy” creek next to the mighty stream of the 
“classic” Reformation. Williams has demonstrated that 
the purity of the water in both was about the same and 
that the little stream was really a mighty river flowing 
parallel to the one of the Magisterial Reformation.

Although we agree that there is a “massive and over­
whelming” impression that the total Radical Reformation 
has enough in common to justify the classification presented 
by Williams, one is tempted to do a re-grouping and re­
arranging of the various shades of Radical Reformers. 
In fact, one could raise the question whether some of the 
Radical Reformers did not have more in common with 
some Magisterial Reformers, at least in certain areas, than 
they had among themselves, as for example, the Swiss 
Brethren and the followers of Zwingli. When the Swiss 
Brethren and Zwingli separated in 1525, the former had 
more in common with Zwingli than they had with some 
of the anti-trinitarians or the followers of Münster. On 
the other hand, the Zwinglians had much more in com­
mon with the Swiss Brethren than with the magisterial 
Church of England. This does not deny the fact that 
all “radicals” had certain basic things in common. On 
the other hand, one could go a step further and point 
out that Luther and Müntzer did not only labor together 
for the same cause for some time, but they also had the 
mysticism of the Middle Ages which had quickened their 
faith in common. No doubt the challenge to investigate 
similarities and differences within the groups of the Radi­
cal Reformation on one hand and also within the Mag­
isterial Reformation will continue to inspire scholars of 
tlv Reformation to investigate all aspects and come up 
with new findings, theories and syntheses.

A weakness of the book is the fact that the author takes 
the reader too swiftly from one country to the other. A 
geographical approach instead of the topical-spiral would 
in many instances have made the book easier to use. The 
maps and the very extensive index are valuable aids 
(pp. 867-924). Unfortunately the “Sources Quoted” have 
been hidden in the otherwise excellent “Indexes.” Some 
inconsistencies of spelling or capitalizing of foreign words 
and names are found on pages 52, 73, 75, 83, 113, 141, 
-199, 501, 591, 766, 830 (footnote), etc.

One is struck by the consistency with which Williams 
Anglicizes all German first names of the total cloud of 
witnesses wherever possible. For example, whether they 
are Flans, Johann, or Johannes, they turn into John’s. 
If the English does not have an equivalent, Ludwig turns 
into Louis and when a Dutch name seems not to have an 
equivalent either in the English or in the French, as for 
examole is the case with Dirk Philips, Dirk is simply Ger­
manized into Dietrich regardless of what the Dutch think 
of it. And all this, in .spite of the fact that the four-volume 
Mcnnonitc Encyclopedia and hundreds of other publications 
in the English language had established at times, possibly 
bv a hit or miss method, that a given name, as well as 
the family name of a person, entered in the records of 
history should not be meddled with but kept in the origi­
nal form whenever possible. One can hardly imagine the 
results of Williams’ changing the names of several thou­
sand Dutch persons found in the Mcnnonitc Encyclopedia 
into English, French and German.

Williams has made wide use of recent doctoral disser­
tations, particularly those which he fathered. Naturally,
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many more of the some hundred doctoral dissertations in 
this field could have been used to a greater extent if more 
time would have been available to the author. Williams 
used many primary sources recently made available through 
the publication of the Täuferakten. He also consulted 
many archives and libraries in this country and abroad. 
All in all, The Radical Reformation is a milestone in 
"Left Wing” Reformation research.
Betmei. Coi.i ege Cornelius Krahn

Dutch Anabaptism
.1 Legacy of Faith, A Sixtieth Anniversary Tribute to 

Cornelius Krahn. Cornelius J. Dyck, editor. Faith and 
Life Press, Newton, 1962. 260 pages, 4 illustrations, .$5.50.

No Other Foundation, Commemorative Essays on Menno 
Simons, by Walter Klaassen, William Keeney, Russel! 
Mast, Vernon Neufeld, Cornelius Krahn. Bethel College, 
North Newton, 1962. viii, 76 pages, $1.50.

A Legacy of Faith
The religious life and thought of Menno Simons con­

tinues to be a subject of good report and interest. This is 
more than a matter of sentiment or loyally on the part of 
the denomination bearing his name. Much of the speaking 
and writing at the recent quadricentcnnial, it is true, did 
not rise above respectful feeling. However a sensitive ap­
praisal will not overlook the serious and at times scholarly 
attention given to the vital elements of his religious faith. 
It is not only that across the? years his writings have nour­
ished a wholesome kind of piety, but in the light of the 
20th century it has been discovered that Menno’s theology 
is more germane than was known for many years. The 
continuation of the study and writing about Menno’s faith 
—which is the main substance of the two books considered 
here—is therefore both proper and welcome. One of these 
is occasioned by the quadricentcnnial of Menno’s death; 
the other is a tribute to Cornelius Krahn, leading con­
temporary scholar in the field of Menno Simons studies.

In terms of ethnic origin as well as in his work as a 
church historian Cornelius Krahn stands in the Dutch 
tradition. He has in a sense retraced the history and cul­
ture of his people, for his writing has dealt not only with 
origins in the Netherlands but also with the later history 
of Mcnnonites in East Friesland, West Prussia, Russia, and 
America—the areas in which Mcnnonites of Dutch extrac­
tion established themselves. C. J. Dyck in the introduc­
tion of the book tells the story of Krahn’s life as a scholar. 
After a youth in Russia he studied in Germany and event­
ually migrated to America. At Heidelberg he wrote his 
doctoral dissertation about the life and theology of Menno 
Simons. The leading chapter of this work, “Menno Simons’ 
Concept of the Church,” is here translated into English 
and reprinted. This was long overdue, for this elaboration 
of the nature of the church as understood by the Anabap­
tists is a principal source in recent Anabaptist historiog­
raphy.

The twelve colleagues, students, and friends of Krahn 
who contribute to the book all belong to the Dutch ethnic 
family—all except J. F. C. Gocters, who gives here the 
text of “the oldest Anabaptist confession of faith in the 
Rhineland.” It is a foretaste of his coming volume of

Täuferakten from the Lower Rhineland. Heinold Fast 
contributes to a subject pertaining to the other leading 
Anabaptist tradition, that namely of the Swiss and South 
Germans. In a very strictly controlled piece of research 
about Hans Kruesi, an Anabaptist in the vicinity of St. 
Gall, a great deal of light is thrown on the earliest days 
of the movement in this area of Switzerland. It is doubt­
ful, however, whether Hans Kruesi the schoolteacher (Paul 
Peachey says monk1) can be identified with Hans Nagel 
' ain Ledergerber.” Gerhard Lohrenz marshals considerable 
evidence in “The Mcnnonites of Russia and the Great 
Commission” to show that the settlors, although stymied by 
political restrictions, engaged nonetheless in evangelistic out­
reach. This was done by indirect means and by support­
ing non-Mennonite agencies. Later they were the main­
stay of the Dutch Mennonite missionary society in Sumatra 
and Java, supplying some 50 missionaries who went out 
during 1870-1911 under this society and others into foreign 
service. A brief article by Horst Qttiring notes the domi­
nant Flemish element among the early Mcnnonites coming 
from the Netherlands into the Danzig area. These four 
articles form Part IT of the book and are in German, except 
for the article by Lohrenz.

Toward a Theology of Anabaptism
Part one is taken up with eight articles about Dutch 

Mennonite life and thought. The first four are theological 
in nature and are intended, together with the article on 
the doctrine of the church by Krahn, to form a major 
thrust of the book. Henry Poettcker studies Menno Simons’ 
view of the Bible, particularly as he interpreted it as the 
authoritative Word of God. Menno holds to the unity of 
Scripture as it is revealed through Christ and strikes a 
good balance between the Outer Word and the Inner 
Word, with a tendency, however, to adhere unduly to the 
letter. William Keeney takes up the doctrine of the incar­
nation as taught by Menno Simons and Dirk Philips. The 
error, the author holds, pertains chiefly to physiology, and 
seen in the total theology of these writers it takes on a 
more plausible character. C. J. Dyck examines the doc­
trines of sin, regeneration, and sanctification in the writings 
of Hans de Ries. It is striking to observe that de Ries, 
who preoccupied himself with the traditional view of 
original sin, retained an optimistic view of man and was 
himself a leader among the more liberal Waterlanders. 
These studies make extensive use of original sources and 
raise many of the central issues in Anabaptist theology, 
but some suffer from lack of clarity.

In the chapter, “Grace in Dutch Mennonite Theology,” 
J. A. Oosterbaan pushes back to a primary principle. Grace 
like truth is an absolute characteristic of the nature of God. 
The Anabaptists not only moved with Luther and Calvin 
beyond an objectifying of grace, as found in Roman Cath­
olic theology, but they also corrected Protestant theology by 
asserting that the work of God’s grace began at creation 
and not at reconciliation and forgiveness of sin. “Grace 
signifies nothing less than the creating love itself, which is 
the essence of God,” (p. 82). Menno Simons thus arrived 
at a more fully-orbed view of grace. In this light the Ana­
baptist movement is to be seen as a secondary movement 
within the Reformation, a reaction called forth by the 
reformers.
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The remaining four chapters have a varied character. 
Rosella R. Duerksen provides a summary treatment of 
Dutch Anabaptist hymnody. H. W. Mcihuizen writes 
about Dutch painters in the time of Rembrandt and Von del 
win* many cogent observations and with a sprightly si.ylc 
worthy of the subject. Is the work of Card van Mander 
for all its Renaissance flourish less Anabaptist than John 
Milton’s, for example, is Puritan? N. van der Zijpp 
writes an introduction to a subject long neglected and 
using hereto untapped sources: the mutual aid of the Dutch 
to their afflicted brethren in the German Palatinate and 
Switzerland. Frits Kuiper ventures into the 19th century with 
an account of Jan de Liefde, whose voice and particularly 
his social concerns remind one of the Innere Mission and 
other contemporary evangelical movements. Even though 
much of the criticism was directed against the author’s 
progenitor, Samuel Muller, he generously recognizes the 
values of de Liefde’s criticism.

No Ollier Foundation
The seven chapters in No Other Foundation arc of a more 

popular nature. An exception is Kralm’s article on Menno 
Simons Research 1910-1960. Do the large number of recent 
studies owe their inspiration principally to the quadricen- 
tennial or is there a renewed interest in Menno Simons?

“Menno Simons and the Mennonite World Brotherhood,” 
also by Krahn, is a reminder that the 20th century Men­
nonite brotherhood is not unlike the 16th century one. 
This is further verified in “Menno Simons and the Twen­
tieth Century,” by Vernon Neufeld. He holds that basic 
issues raised by Menno are the importance of the individual, 
the relationship between the Christian and the world, and 
the question of authority in questions of faith. Other 
articles by William Keeney and Russell Mast treat in 
summary fashion Menno’s views about faith, reason, and 
the place of the Scriptures. No doubt these messages were 
more effective as speeches than they are as essays.

The Focus
In reading these books the thoughtful reader finds him­

self in need of a focus as he shifts his attention from the 
many 16th century sources found in the books and what is 
claimed about them by their 20th century interpreters. 
Possibly such a focus can be found by quoting from a 
message by Elton Trueblood at the Friends Third World 
Conference at Oxford in 1952. “Friends,” he said, “had 
no notion of becoming a sect or developing into a highly 
respected denomination with well-managed institutions and 
pious anniversaries.”- What is here said for Quakers 
may also be said for Mennonitcs. Mcnnonites today, as 
James Hastings Nichols has reminded us, are for all prac­
tical purposes a denomination?1 It is with the denomina­
tion in mind that one must read most of our books, for 
they have the typical points of strength and the limita­
tions which characterize this point of view.

It is characteristic of denominational history to empha­
size uniqueness. Most historians believe that if one has 
to choose between the unique and the general a more 
adequate understanding of the past can be obtained by 
emphasizing the unique, particularly if it is done sympa­
thetically. Persons, groups, and movements have their 
individual character. Both books tend to underscore the 
distinctive life and faith of 16th century Anabaptists, espe­

cially Menno Simons, and certain aspects of their life in 
later history. The value of this is obvious. Some of the 
articles go further and seek to legitimate the Mennonite 
past. This does not mean that the events arc related un­
critically. Heinold Fast is capable enough as a historian 
to note that Hans Krucsi had a revolutionary tinge. Ilenry 
Poettcker is not certain that Menno’s views are always 
the right ones, and C. J. Dyck has some qualifications 
about Hans de Ries. Other examples might be mentioned.

George Williams in his account of American church 
historical writing points out that among the major denom­
inations a turn away from denominational history came 
sometime in the 1930’s.1 Mcnnonites had a late start 
and much more has to be done to clarify the uniqueness 
of the theology of the Anabaptists, but it may be time 
now to do some thinking in more universal terms. Not 
that we swing to the other extreme, for the best historical 
writing takes place when the unique and the general arc 
kept in tension. This has not been lost sight of in these 
books. Both continue the conversation about the faith 
of the Anabaptists. Both are attractively printed and well 
edited. The Tribute especially will find its way to students 
and pastors as well as to all those who are interested in a 
serious dialogue between the Christian and the world in 
the 20th century.

'Paul Peachey, Die Sociale Herkunft der Schweizer 
Täufer in der Reformationszeit. Karlsruhe, 1954. p. 109.

"Elton Trueblood, “The Conversion of Quakerism,” Third 
World Conference of Friends. London, 1952. p. 5.

"James Hastings Nichols, History of Christianity, 1650- 
1950. New York, 1956. p. 12.

'George II. Williams, “Church History,” Protestant 
Thought in the Twentieth Century. New York, 1951. 
pp. 162-178.

Irvin Horst

Anabaptists in German Literature
Editorial Note: The following “Abstract” is a brief sum­
mary of the author’s findings presented in her dissertation 
entitled “The Sixteenth-Century Anabaptists as a Theme 
in Twentieth-Century German Literature (1900-1957),” 
which was presented to the Department of German of 
Indiana University (1959).

Quantitatively, the thirty-one twentieth-century German 
beletristic works on Anabaptism treated here represent a 
striking increase in the use of the Anabaptist theme, since 
only thirty-four had appeared in the previous four cen­
turies. Even more marked is the increase in the treat­
ments of evangelical Anabaptism proper, of which twice 
as many (twelve) have appeared since 1900 as before 1900. 
Equally noticeable is a change in tone. All the literature 
written since 1900 reflects clearly a positive attitude toward 
Anabaptism. However, the new historical or theological 
insights are seldom reflected in this new literature.

The literary appeal of the Minister theme remains, as 
it has always been, largely one of sensationalism with 
emphasis on the problematics of its leaders’ motivation. 
Works which transcend the level of sensationalism treat 
the Münster episode as an epitome of post medieval dis­
solution of form in which to study “modernity” or as a 
prototype of National Socialism. In Friedrich Dürrcnmatt’s
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important drama Es steht geschrieben (1947), Münster 
represents not only chaos but also the possibility of faith 
within chaos. In F. T. Csokor’s fine novel Der Schlüssel 
zum Abgrund (1955), Münster is an island of form in 
chaos. Only one of the eight important works on Münster 
(Bernhard Kcllermann’s drama Die Wiedertäufer, 1935) 
distinguishes between the evangelical Anabaptists and 
the Mi'msterites. The rest present all of Anabaptism much 
as it has been traditionally regarded, as social revolt per­
verted by chiliastic mysticism with its climax in Münster.

The literary interest in the evangelical Anabaptists is 
not primarily in its theolog)’, but in the superficial aspects 
of its nonconformist, “modern” ethic. Most of the works 
exploit Anabaptist ethics tendentiously, as they support 
such goals as democratic social structure, tolerance and 
brotherhood, or even a Germanic “folk” church. The 
evangelical Anabaptists are presented with great disparity 
as voluble mystics, social revolutionaries, antipietistic ac­
tivists, or Nordic heroes. Only Caesar von Arx’s Brüder 
in Christo (1947) may be said to combine profound 
insight into historical evangelical Anabaptism with a 
high degree of literary excellence. Its concern focuses 
primarily on the absolute nature of Anabaptist Imitatio 
Christi. It illustrates the most important contemporary 
literary appeal of Anabaptism: the appeal of uncompromis­
ing faith to an age of relativism and doubt.

Mary Eleanor Bender

Die Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart. Hand­
wörterbuch für Theologie und Religionswissenschaft. Dritte, 
völlig neu bearbeitete Auflage in Gemeinschaft mit Hans 
Frhr. v. Campenhausen, Erich Dinkier, Gerhard Gloege 
und Knud E. Logstrup herausgegeben von Kurt Galling. 
(Tübingen: Paul Siebeck, 1957), 6 vols.

Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart (RGG) is a 
unique source of information and a monument to German 
theological scholarship. The first edition appeared before 
World War I, the second after the war (1927-1932), and 
now the third edition, started in 1957, is completed. The 
alphabetical treatment of subject matter and persons from 
A-Z was completed in the sixth volume in 1963. An index 
volume, including brief biographical sketches of all writers is 
to follow.

For the sake of efficiency the field of religion was divided 
into Science of Religion, Old Testament, New Testament, 
Biblical Archaeology, Church History, Denominations, Ecu­
menical Movement, Doctrines, Philosophy of Religion, 
Philosophy, Ethics, Social Sciences, Pracitcal Theology, 
Missions, Canon Law, Church Music, Education, Christian 
Art, and Literature. The editor, Kurt Galling, and his 
assistants in the various fields, were primarily from Ger­
many, although Denmark and Sweden were also repre­
sented. The writers of articles are truly representative of 
all denominations and countries around the glohe.

The systematic way in which the publisher, Paul Siebcck 
of Tübingen, now the third generation of publishers of the 
RGG, went to work in preparing and planning this edition 
is astounding. Naturally not all areas have been treated 
with the same thoroughness. The various articles dealing 
with the Bible cover columns 1 122-1251 of volume 1. The 
breakdown under which the various articles on this subject

appear is Old Testament, New Testament, Doctrines of 
the Bible, the Bible in Education, the Bible in Missions, 
the Bible Manuscripts, Bible Translations, Bible Illustra­
tions, Bible Associations, Bible Distribution, Bible Scholar­
ship, Bible Hermeneutics, Bible Inspiration, etc. There is 
a considerable change in the spirit and the approach to the 
Bible, and of Christianity and Theology, in general, if one 
compares the articles of the first and second editions with 
this third edition. World War I and II and the progress 
in research and discoveries in archaeology have made a 
great impact. Theological articles reveal a more positive 
Biblical emphasis. The theology of Karl Barth and a more 
penetrating search for Christian truth in connection with 
the upheaval in modern times have had their influence. 
The articles are exact, brief and to the point. The last 
edition consists of six volumes instead of five.

Attention should be called to the fact that the Anabaptist- 
Mennonites found a fairly good treatment in the RGG. 
General articles on 'Täufer (Fast) and Mcnnonitcn (Krahn), 
each consisting of approximately three columns, inform 
the reader briefly about Anabaptists and Mennonites, in­
cluding the basic bibliographies. Among the leaders we 
find Conrad Grebcl (Fast), Felix Manx (Moeller), Michael 
Sattler (Goeters), W. Reublin (Fast), Hans Hut (Mcccn- 
seffy, Balthasar Hubmaier (Dollinger), Hans Denk (Goet­
ers), Pilgram Marbeck (Fast), Jacob Flutter (Mccenseffy), 
Rothmann (Stupperich), Melchior Hofmann (Kawerau) 
and Menno Simons (Crous). Some of these articles are 
shorter than others, as for example Conrad Grebel and 
Menno Simons, get about one-third of the space of that 
allotted to Rothmann and Hubmaier. If any criticism is 
in place it is that insufficient space was allotted for some 
persons and others were completely omitted (Obbe and 
Dirk Philips, etc.).

It can be said that there is no other source of informa­
tion in the field of religion which covers any question 
which the theologian and interested layman may raise as 
comprehensively, thoroughly and reliably as does the RGG. 
Many generations of scholarship and research have been 
packed into these volumes.
Bf.th ei. Goi.i.ege Cornelius Krahn

Settlements in Paraguay
Immigrant Group Settlements in Paraguay: A Study in 

the Sociology of Colonization by Joseph Winfield Fretz. 
North Newton, Kansas: Bethel College, 1962. 194 pp. 
Illustrations, tables, maps. Foreword by George L. Warren, 
Department of State.

With the aid of a Guggenheim and a Fulbright Grant 
J. W. Fretz spent some time in Paraguay making this socio­
logical study of colonization. Though this work includes 
other immigrant groups, the major thrust is on the Menno- 
nite colonies. This is understandable since Fretz, having 
earlier made an extensive study of the Paraguayan Menno­
nites (Pilgrhns in Paraguay), can no doubt be classed as 
the outstanding sociological authority on that subject.

In the present volume the author, after discussing Para­
guay as an immigrant country, deals with unsuccessful 
immigrant group settlements, and then with the successful 
group settlements. He brings out the interesting point that 
the successful immigrant groups are confined very largely to
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Germans (including the Mennonite colonies). And of these, 
despite the inhospitable Chaco, the Mennonite colonies in 
that Urea are among the most successful. In no small part 
this is due to strong religious motivation, good leadership 
and organization, and cultural cohesiveness.

Two of the most interesting chapters deal with the inter­
actions and relations between the colonists and the Para- 
guavans, although the chapters are mis-titled somewhat in 
that the discussion is largely on the relations between the 
Mennonites and Paraguayans. Fret/ has found that there is 
considerable interaction, although not as much as many 
Paraguayans would wish, and perhaps more than some 
Mennonites desire.

Tn the concluding chanters the author discusses the pros­
pects for future immigration to Paraguay, which thus far 
has been quite small. There is no question 'hat the coun­
try could take rare of many more people, but Fret/ feels 
that the government will have to provide a more attractive 
immigration policy and will have to be more aggressive in 
letting prospective immigrants know about it. The author 
ends his study on a fairly positive and optimistic note.

This is a solid and worthwhile study. Some scholars 
may feel that, from their viewpoint, full“]- and more ade­
quate documentation and the use of more Paraguayan 
sources would have made the work still more valuable. 
There is also an occasional slip and inaccurate statement. 
But the few slips noted are more than compensated for by 
the fact that the author, a scholarly sociologist, refuses to 
use a lot of technical, sociological jargon which the layman 
does not understand. The hook can therefore be recom­
mended not only tn scholars, for whom it will have great 
value, but also to that large number of people, Mennonites 
and others, who have an interest in Paraguay.
Gosiien  Co u .f.oe Willard H. Smith

Catholic Hymnody
Wilhelm Baumker. Das katholische, deutsche Kirchen­

lied in seinen Singweisen. Begonnen von K. S. Meister. 
Auf Grund handschriftlicher und gedruckter Quellen bear­
beitet, nach dem Tode des Verfassers fortgesetzt von Jos. 
Götzen. 4 volumes. Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlags­
buchhandlung, 1962, 2420 pp. (cloth). Reprint of Freiburg 
edition, 1883-1911. DM312.00.

The literature that concerns itself with the Kirchenlied 
(church hymns) during the sixteenth, seventeenth, eight­
eenth, and well into the nineteenth centuries is primarily 
of Protestant origin. Not until about the middle of the 
nineteenth century did the Catholic church show much 
interest in the Kirchenlied. Kurze Geschichte des deut­
schen Kirchengesanges im Eiehsfclde, a small booklet by 
Johann Wolf published in 1815, is the first book of its kind 
by a Catholic author. Hölscher followed in 1848 with his 
book, Das deutsche Kirchenlied vor der Reformation. At 
this time Kienemund presented his book, Kurze Geschichte 
des katholischen Kirchengesanges, in which the German 
Kirchenlied receives attention. In a more thorough manner 
Böllens surveys the Kirchenlied in his book, Der deutsche 
Choralgesang in der katholischen Kirche, published in 1851. 
Das katholische deutsche Kirchenlied in seinen Singweisen 
by Wilhelm Baumker is the most scholarly and complete 
treatment on the subject of the Catholic Kirchenlied.

Each of the four volumes by Baumker are divided into 
two sections, the first being the general, the second the 
particular and/or detailed. In the general sections the 
historical aspect of tin* Kirchenlied is discussed both from 
the Catholic and the Protestant viewpoint. These discus­
sions are thorough, detailed, and interesting with a com­
plete bibliography appended. The hymnbooks of each 
period under consideration arc presented and evaluated.

In the particular and/or detailed sections the Kirchen­
lied, both lyric and melody, from the Latin, German and 
other languages, as well as the folk songs, are presented. 
The fact that both lyric and melody are presented, in the 
opinion of this reviewer, makes these volumes of such great 
significance and value. Any person interested in the history 
of the Catholic Kirchenlied should certainly look into this 
opus by Wilhelm Baumker.
Bethel College 11 alter H. Ilohmann

Creed, and Laity
The Rebirth of the Laity by Howard Grimes. New 

York: Abingdon Press, 1962, 176 pp., $3.50.
his is a book about and partly for the laity, though 

it is hoped that the clergy will also take its point of view 
seriously.” By “laity” is here understood the “non-profes­
sional members of the Church's ministry.” The general 
position upheld in this book is that the layman no less 
than the clergyman is involved in the ministry of the 
church. This is the case since this ministry is the obliga­
tion and responsibility of the whole church and not only 
of a special group or class within it.

In the development of this theme there is one chapter 
on the biblical basis for the point of view and another one 
which traces its historical development, with particular 
attention given to the Reformation. With this strong em­
phasis on the ministry on the laity, what then happens to 
the ordained clergy, the “set-apart ministry”? In his 
chapter on “The Gathered Church” he considers numerous 
attempts to resolve the problem. Fie concludes by sug­
gesting that the ordained clergyman, while never separated 
from the whole people of God, is still essential to the well­
being of the church. Because of his special “gifts and 
graces” he is in a position to function representatively for 
the church.

To this reviewer the strongest chapter is the one entitled, 
“The Laity in Dispersion.” The church is engaged in its 
most significant dialogue with the world when laymen are 
dispersed in and throughout the world. For it is precisely 
at those points where the laymen must make decisions and 
face choices that the most significant witness for Christianity 
is made. The ordained clergyman has as his major re­
sponsibility the task of preparing the congregation for its 
work of ministry to the world.

The chapters in which he suggests specific methods of 
renewing the life of the laity may have less permanent 
value. In his use of small groups within the church he is 
aware of the criticisms made by John Fry regarding many 
of the current group techniques. Here the author demon­
strates less candor and seems more susceptible to current 
fads than abiding principles. For the most part the book 
holds a very fine balance, and speaks eloquently to a very 
important point.
Bethel College Church Russell L. Mast
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Smart, James D. The Creed in Christian Teaching. 
Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1962. 238 pp. $4.50.

The author points up the need for Christian education 
to be based on a vital belief—a theology; thus helping those 
who work in this field to understand the importance of 
theology in the search for truth. Theologians are also chal­
lenged to recognize that theology becomes vital only as the 
questions of belief are raised and faced in an educational 
context so the truth of Jesus Christ becomes the source of 
the answers by which men find a new life in Him.

Smart points out that the truth found in Jesus Christ 
can be discovered only through a study of the Scriptures 
and of the faith the Church has found in Him. As the 
New Testament is the original apostolic confession of faith 
and the Apostolic Creed distills that faith into a brief com­
pass, the author structures his study of the truth found in 
Jesus Christ by examining each phrase of the Apostolic 
Creed. In examining each phrase, he gives Christian edu­
cators very helpful information on the background or orig­
inal context in which each phrase was used and on its 
meaning or significance at that time. He further proceeds 
to discuss the questions modern scholarship and contem­
porary thinking may raise regarding various phrases or 
words and their significance to Christianity today.

The teacher will be forced to recognize the theological 
implications of various aspects of his teaching. While the 
book is written plainly and interestingly, the lay reader 
who is unaccustomed to theological thinking may not find 
the significance of the Creed to Christian teaching obvious 
in a casual reading; however, further study will be reward­
ing and should help teachers to make their teaching more 
vital and relevant to basic beliefs.
Bi.uffton, O hio Martha F. Gräber

Griffin, Clifford S. Their Brothers Keepers, Moral Stew­
ardship in the United States, 1880-1865. New Brunswick; 
Rutgers University Press, 1960. 332 pp. $6.00.

BOOKS RECEIVED
Not au . hooks received for review can be reviewed as quick­
ly as the authors and publishers would like. In order to 
present to our readers a sampling of what has been pub­
lished recently on various subjects we present this list with­
out further comment. This does not mean that some of 
the books will not receive more attention in short reviews 
in future issues of Mcnnonite Life.

Christ and the Bible
Anderson, Wilhelm. Law and Gospel. A Study in 

Biblical Theology (New York: Association Press, 1961), 
BO pp. $1.00.

Anderson, Stanley E. Our Dependable Bible (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1960), 248 pp., $3.95.

Bruce, F. F. Biblical Exegesis in the Qumran Texts 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm, B. Eerdmans Publishing Com­
pany, 1959), 82 pp., $2.50.

This book is both scholarly and a readable story of the 
interesting activities of the colorful persons who organized 
and controlled the American Education Society, the Flome 
Mission Society, the American Bible Society, the American 
Tract Society, the American Sunday School Union, the 
American Peace Society, the American Society for the 
Promotion of Temperance, and the American Anti-slavery 
Society.

The author is somewhat unsympathetic toward the 
methods used by those who wanted to convert or change 
the behavior of others. They are pictured as self-righteous, 
dictatorial, and pompous trustees who used propaganda 
and force to violate other men’s privacy and exploited the 
evangelical impulse for their own purposes. There is not 
always a clear distinction between the use of persuasion or 
coercion in their efforts to achieve the public welfare. 
That the stewards may sometimes have been inspired by 
disinterested or noble purposes or may have made unselfish 
or sacrificial efforts, or that the societies may have made 
worthwhile contributions is not clearly recognized. Never­
theless, this book makes a valuable contribution in telling 
the interesting story of this period, and in its extensive 
listing of the original sources used to assemble this infor­
mation on a segment of American history.
Bi.uffton, O hio Martha F. Gräber

William Childs Robinson, The Reformation; A Redis­
covery of Grace, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1962. 
189 pp. Cloth $5.00.

In the face of ecumenical interest both in Protestantism 
and Roman Catholicism, this book represents an attempt 
to restate “the central beliefs and teachings of the Re­
formers concerning Grace, God, the Gospel, Justification, 
Theology, the Word, and the Church.” Anabaptism, al­
though now recognized by leading church historians as an 
important part of the Reformation, is dismissed at several 
points as not being true to the Reformation norm which 
is presumably Lutheranism and Calvinism.

Cornell, George W. They Knew Jesus (New York: Wil­
liam Morrow and Co., 1957), 286 pp., $3.75.

Gragg, Herbert W. The Sole Sufficiency of Jesus Christ 
for Creed and Conduct (London: Marshall, Morgan and 
Scott, 1961), 110 pp., $2.50.

Glueck, Nelson. Rivers in the Desert. A History of the 
Negev (New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1959), 
302 pp., $6.50.

Gospel According to Thomas, The. (New York: Har- 
per & Brothers, 1959), 62 pp., $2.00.

Knox, John. The Death of Christ (New York: Abing­
don Pressj 1952), 190 pp., $2.75.

Lightfoot, Neil R. How We Got the Bible (Grand Rap­
ids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1963), 128 pp., $2.50.

Ramsay, William M. The Letters to the Seven Churches 
of Asia (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1963), 
■146 pp., $4.95.
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Reik, Theodor. Mystery on the Mountain (New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1959), 204 pp., $3.75.

Thielicke, Helmut. Between God and Satan (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
1958) , 84 pp., $2.00.

Thomson, James G. S. S. The Praying Christ (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
1959) , 155 pp., $3.00.

Theology
Barth, Karl. The Faith of the Church. A Commentary 

on the Apostles’ Creed According to Calvin’s Catechism 
(New York: Meridian Books, 1958), 188 pp., $1.25.

Barth, Karl. The Great Promise. Luke I (New York: 
Philosophical Library, 1963), 70 pp., $2.75.

Berkouwer, G. C. Divine Election (Grand Rapids, Mich­
igan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1960), 336 
po.. $4.50.

Berkouwer, G. C. The Triumph of Grace in the The­
ology of Karl Barth (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1956), 414 pp., $2.45.

Carncll, Edward John. The Case for Orthodox The­
ology (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1959), 162 
po. $3.50.

Carncll, Edward John. The Theology of Rcinhold Nie­
buhr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub­
lishing Company, 1960), 250 pp., $2.45.

De Wolf, L. Harold. The Case for Theology in Liberal 
Perspective (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1959), 
206 no., $3 50.

Haller, William. The Rise of Puritanism (New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1957), 464 pp.

Halverson, Marvin, editor. A Handbook of Christian 
Theology (New York: Meridian Books, Inc., c. 1958),
380 pp!, $1.45.

Hazel ton, Roger. Nciu Accents in Contemporary The­
ology (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1960), 144 pp., 
$3.00.

Hordern, William. The Case for a New Refo rmation 
Theology (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1959), 
1 76 pp., $3.50.

Kracmer, Hendrik. A Thco'ogy of the Laity (Philadel­
phia: The Westminster Press, 1958), 192 pp.

McCulloh, Gerald O., editor. Man’s Faith and Free­
dom. The Theological Influence of Jacobus Arminius. 
(N-w York: Abingdon Press, 1962), 128 pp., $2.50.

McIntyre, John. The Christian Doctrine of History. 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish­
ing Company, 1957), 119 pp., $2.50.

Martin. James P. The Last Judgment (Grand Rapids, 
Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1963), 
214 no., $4,00.

Mixter, Russell L., editor. Evolution and Christian 
Thought Today (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerd­
mans Publishing Company, 1959), 224 pp. 4- illustrations, 
$4,50.

Oman, John. Grace and Personality (New York: Asso­
ciation Press, 1961), 255 pp., $1.50.

Paul. Robert S. The Atonement and the Sacraments 
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1960), 396 pp., $6.50.

Richardson, Cyril C. The Doctrine of the Trinity (New 
York: Abingdon Press, 1958), 159 pp., $3.00.

Runia, Klaas. Karl Barth’s Doctrine of Holy Scripture 
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Gollert, Friedrich. Dibclius vor Gericht (München: 
C. H. Beck Verlag, 1959), 193 pp.

Henry, Stuart C. George White field: Wayfaring Witness 
(New York: Abingdon Press, 1957), 224 pp., $3.75.
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Nichols, Tames, and W. R. Bagnall. The Writings of 
Arminius. Vols. I-III Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book 
House. 1956) Vol. T. (669 pp.), Vol. II (538 pp.), Vol. 
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Niebuhr. Richard H. The Kingdom of God in Ameri­
ca (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1937), 215 pp., $1.45.
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Weatherford, W. D. American Churches and the Negro 
(Boston: Christopher Publishing House, 1957), 310 pp., 
$3 50

Weisenburger. Francis P. Ordeal of Faith (New York: 
Philosophical Library, 1959), 380 pp., $6.00.

Contentjmrary American Religion
Bass. Clarence B. Backgrounds to Dispcnsationalism 

(Grand Ranids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co. I960). 177 no., S3.50.
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Rosten, Leo. A Guide to the Religions of America 
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