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“ Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest."
(John 4:35)

The Challenge of Christian Vocation

By ANDREW R. SHELLY

THE challenge of Christian vocation has never 
been greater than now. If we think of the earth 
as a great "harvest field" we might say that the 

actual land area has not increased during the past cen
turies, but the "arable" land has, and vaster areas are 
more accessible.

Many factors have converged to increase this acces
sibility. For one thing, we note the progress of rapid 
transportation. It is now possible to get to almost any 
point on the globe within about two days. Whereas 
only a few decades ago, the airplane was unknown, 
today there are over seventy members of the Interna
tional Air Transport Association with uniform traffic 
regulations. Apparently we are in the midst of the 
changeover from piston operated aircraft to jet, but 
simultaneous with this fantastic development we note 
that the supersonic plane is already on the drawing 
board.

What does this mean? With the increase of travel 
facilities—auto, train, bus, plane, etc—people who used 
to be considered in remote areas are accessible quickly. 
Trips that used to take six weeks, now only take a few 
hours. One can fly from New York to within a few 
miles of the mission station at Tshikapa, in the heart 
of the Belgian Congo!

But there is another factor to this ripening harvest 
field: it is the amazing increase in knowledge and the 
tools for the gaining of knowledge. The world is 
rapidly becoming literate. It has been said that through 
the centuries the population increased at the rate of 5 
percent a century (every 100 years); now, the rate is 
2 percent a year. With this has come the phenomenal 
increase in the number of the world who are able to 
read. It has been estimated that the present rate involves 
six thousand new readers every hour. As the base 
of readers becomes broader, the rate also increases. Thus, 
it is safe to say that we are now moving toward the 
time when the world will be literate for the first time 
in history.

This means that multitudes are accessible through 
the printed page. The ominous note in this is that we 
are living in the shadow of a "time bomb.” These 
people will learn to read and write whether or not we

are ready to make something worthwhile available for 
them to read. The Christian church has not yet caught 
the vision of the implications of this in its work. 
Straight down the line we are producing "too little” 
and often "too late.”

A third factor in this harvest field related to Chris
tian vocation is the tremendous increase in developed 
(and developing) leadership throughout the world. 
Only a few years ago we considered certain countries as 
"backward.” Today these countries are independent, 
ruling their own commercial, economic, educational and 
governmental affairs.

Christian Vocation 
It has been said that there are now ten thousand 

dearly defined different vocations available to the young 
person of 1959. Some of these require little training, 
and others require many years of arduous study. Schools 
generally are taking the question of vocational guidance 
more seriously than ever before Obviously all young 
people are not fitted for the same occupation.

What relevance does all of this have to the question 
of the challenge of Christian vocation?

First, it means that there are greater opportunities in 
this realm than ever before. More types of workers 
are needed than ever. Recently a young printer has 
been sent to Africa. He will be a missionary in the 
fullest sense of the word. The challenge in the field 
to which he is going is not only producing literature— 
which is still very important—but distribution.

In every nation of the world the opportunities are 
great. In the United States and Canada opportunities 
facing Christian workers have skyrocketed. Many fac
tors are involved, one of which is the great increase 
in population and growing urbanization which makes 
necessary many new expansion ventures.

Second, this means that we need more workers than 
ever before. Already the group I belong to has about 
one person to every fifty members in fulltime church- 
related work. Yet, needs and opportunities outrun 
applicants. In the time to come we will need more 
well-trained Christian workers than ever before.

Third, we note an increasing breadth of need. Some 
decades ago full-time church work was almost confined
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to ministers and missionaries. And, it is not long ago 
that the ministry was first considered a full-time job. 
Today we see the need for ministers, evangelists, mis
sionaries, writers, artists, secretaries, printers, workers 
in Christian education, doctors, nurses—and dozens of 
others.

How Will This Need Be Met?
This question is being asked by all thoughtful Chris

tians. Some are frankly confused and frustrated at 
the gigantic nature of the challenge. The converging 
opportunities and urgencies are beyond the grasp of 
any one person. It is evident that spiritual considera
tions come first. This is so obvious and commonplace 
that its significance can easily be overlooked. The be
ginning is not the process of training, but the spiritual 
life of the individual. All too often vital Christian 
experience gives way to "take for granted” experience.

There is no short cut to meet the needs here pre
sented: the prescription is written down in the Word 
of God. It starts with the relationship of the individ
ual soul with his Lord. The heart of the Gospel 
is that "Christ died for our sins.” The beginning of 
meeting vocational needs is an acceptance of God’s 
provision of salvation in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Following this there is growth (II Peter 3:18). This 
growth must be in line with a commitment which 
makes Matthew 6:24 and Romans 12:1 dynamic in 
life. The height of Christian growth comes in the 
question, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” This 
must apply to money, time and talent. There must 
be sensitiveness to the call. The Bible teaches unmis
takably that God does call. This has been true all 
through the scriptural record. God calls everyone to 
commitment, and some He calls to full-time tasks for 
His Kingdom.

Throughout the Bible we have illustrations of the 
call of the Lord coming to individuals. This is illus
trated dramatically in the call of Moses recorded in 
the early chapters of Exodus. We have recorded in

Isaiah 6 the marvelous experience of the prophet as 
he experiences his call. In the New Testament we have 
Jesus calling men. In Acts 13:2, we read, "The Holy 
Spirit said, 'Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them.’ ” I Cor. 12 gives 
us a lesson of the diversity of gifts. Yet, the Lord 
has chosen to use human instrumentality in the spread 
of the marvelous Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Facilities for the training of Christian workers will 
have to be taken more and more seriously. If many 
more are to drive cars, the roads which were sufficient 
twenty-five years ago are no longer adequate. If people 
want electrical power, we need enlargement. The simple 
fact is that the present challenge calls for greatly in
creased emphasis on the number needed for Christian 
vocation—and the task they need to perform. This 
means that the work of a training school is of great 
importance.

This is true everywhere in the world. In India, for 
example, there are about 2,500 ministers in a population 
of almost 400 million. The importance of schools 
like Yeotmal cannot be overestimated.

The need in the United States and Canada is also 
very imperative. There are about 250,000 ministers, 
but our population increases at the rate of about 2 per
cent a year. It has been estimated that there are fifteen 
thousand churches without ministers in the United States.

We urgently need more ministers for replacement 
and expansion. In addition, we need all kinds of work
ers for the church. Training schools are needed so that 
volunteers might become "workmen that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.”

Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries was born 
for the specific purpose of being a tool in the hands 
of the Lord in the training of those whom Fie calls 
to serve in the place of service wherein He directs. 
The program of the seminaries is set up in such a way 
as to afford the opportunity for training of various 
types of Christian service.

Yes, as we "look on the fields,” we do see the 
grain ready to be harvested. But the laborers are too 
few. The need for Christian training is great. May 
the Lord grant us the vision to answer the challenge 
before us.

Union Biblical Seminary students get their evangelistic assign
ments for the summer from Frank J. Kline, Yeotmal, India.
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View of Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana, during dedication, September 28, 1958. Circling clockwise from lower center: 
administration building, dormitory, studio apartments, one-bedroom apartments, two-bedroom apartments, Erland Waltner residence,

S. F. Pannabecker residence.

Message Given During Dedication o f Mennonite Biblical Seminaries

A Vision of the Future
By C. N. HOSTETTER, JR.

THE future cannot be divorced from the past nor 
separated from the present. The processes of 
cause and effect, reaction to action, and forces 

at work with their consequent results continue to relate 
the future to the present and the past.

The future of the Associated Mennonite Biblical Sem
inaries is related in sequence to certain significant devel
opments in this generation. Three of these developments 
are here noted.

Main streams of doctrine and life in the history of 
the Christian church are not difficult to identify. For a 
minority group correct definition and clear description 
is more difficult. It may be true that a minority tends 
to overestimate the value of its own particular emphases. 
In contrast the prevailing view or main stream of theo
logical thought with undiscerning generality has tended 
to denote the minority view as fanatical or heretical. 
Thorough and continued research by discerning scholars 
has brought into clearer historical perspective the record 
of Anabaptist faith and life. This clearer view of the 
Anabaptist heritage has tended to sharpen the sense of 
mission of the Mennonite brotherhood.

The Possibility and Value of Co-operation
The minority group tends to regard with passionate 

devotion that which it conceives to be the truth. This set 
of truth values is often defined rather concretely. Con
sequently, with truth values very positive, attitudes and 
actions tend to be firm and sometimes divisive. Co
operation is rendered more difficult. In this generation 
goals of co-operation in the Mennonite brotherhood 
have been achieved which heretofore would have been 
thought impossible. These co-operative efforts cover a 
wide sector of educational, social, charitable and religious 
activities.

Co-operation generally involves a measure of risk and 
danger for minority groups. If within the Mennonite 
brotherhood there is not found a way of co-operation, 
our failure may well lead observers to question the 
power and validity of our ethic of love. On the other 
hand, if the passion for truth is lost by walking the 
subtle path of careless compromise and a toleration of 
the expedient, we may unwittingly nullify our own basic 
faith.

Satisfactory co-operation is possible only if our ethic
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of love is real and functional, and if our concepts of 
truth are clear, meaningful and growing, and if the 
pattern of co-operation is structured realistically. The 
co-operative effort in theological education represented 
by the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries is an 
outstanding achievement. The plan of co-operation has 
been carefully structured. What is now begun with two 
Mennonite bodies participating I envision will win the 
participation of other Mennonite and associated groups.

Hunger for Truth and Certainty
This generation has witnessed a declining liberalism, 

a growing Neo-Orthodoxy and an intensified hunger for 
and acceptance of an evangelical message characterized 
by an unapologetic faith in the supernatural. The fastest 
growing edge in Christianity today is found in Bible- 
centered churches. These facts confirm that men today 
hunger for truth and certainty. My vision of the future 
of the Associated Mennonite Seminaries is focused in 
the new perspective of a rediscovered understanding of 
Anabaptist faith and life, the belief that co-operation 
can be achieved without sacrifice of truth and the con
viction that the spiritual needs of man can be met best 
by the clear biblical message of redemptive grace and 
total discipleship.

As a facility for ministerial and missionary education, 
I envision the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries 
carrying on a ministry of theological education with and 
for the denominations and groups who send candidates 
to its halls characterized thus:

I envision the Associated Mennonite Biblical Sem
inaries always being a center of reverent scholarship 
where the past is studied with objective accuracy, spir
itual discernment, and a personal commitment of life 
to the obligations of trutli that are discovered.

I envision the Associated Mennonite Biblical Semi
naries to be a center of Biblical scholarship consonant 
with the Anabaptist faith as to the authority of the 
Scriptures. As God speaks to men from the Scriptures, 
so may the ministers and missionaries educated at this 
center speak the clear interpretation of the will of God

Speakers and special guests during dedication, 1958.

for man today—making plain to contemporary society 
not only that which is but also that which ought to be. 
The way of salvation for sinful man shall here be made 
crystal clear.

I envision the Mennonite Biblical Seminaries to be a 
center of spiritual dynamic in which the presence of 
Christ is real and constant through the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.

I envision the Associated Mennonite Biblical Semi
naries to be a center at which and through which the 
call for the commitment of the whole life to the will 
of God is transmitted. Here we expect to hear the 
Word and see the light that makes plain the path of 
following Jesus today. Here Christian discipleship will 
challenge the evils of contemporary society with a call 
to live in holiness and walk in truth.

I envision the Associated Mennonite Biblical Semi
naries to be a center where the ethic of love finds vital 
expression in satisfying spiritual fellowship. Here love 
will provide a convicting, constraining, compelling call 
to devoted Christian service. The moral, social and spir
itual obligations of this love will here call men and 
women to follow the path of our Lord who sweat blood 
in Gethsemane’s Garden and who died on Golgotha’s 
Cross because He loved others more than He loved 
himself.

I believe the Associated Mennonite Bib
lical Seminaries has come to this hour as 
a result of following the guiding hand of 
God. I see a vision of fruitful service for 
this educational center as it continues to 
function according to the will of God.

Dedication guests entering the 
Administration Building.

i
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Faculty of Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, 1958. Left to right; front row: Paul Miller, Howard Charles, J. C. Wenger, 
Harold Bender, Paul Mininger, Erland Waltner, S. F. Pannabecker, Marvin Dirks, Jacob J. Enz, William Klassen; second row: Irene 
Herschberger, Nelson Springer, Esther Webber, J. P. Gräber, J. Lawrence Burkholder, John Howard Yoder, Andrew R. Shelly, Magdalen 

R. Friesen, Leland Harder, Bertha Harder. (Absent: C. J. Dyck, Don. E. Smucker.)

Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries
By ERLAND WALTNER

ON September 16, 1958, in the Reading Room of 
the Elkhart Seminary Library, in a solemn 
devotional service the functioning of the As

sociated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries was formally in
augurated. Administrative officers of Goshen College 
Biblical Seminary and Mennonite Biblical Seminary par
ticipated in the service and the presidents of the respec
tive student bodies led in prayer that God might bless 
this unique venture in inter-Mennonite co-operation. 
From this service faculty members and students went 
out to begin the joint classes which constitute one aspect 
of the program of the Associated Seminaries. Thus was 
brought to fruition the intense exploration and the care
ful planning which had been going on for several years 
in the effort of finding a formula of co-operation in 
which various Mennonite groups might participate in 
the training of men and women for Christian service.

Memorandum of Agreement
The Memorandum of Agreement which defines and 

regulates the relationship of the co-operating institutions 
of the Associated Seminaries was drawn up by rep
resentatives of various Mennonite groups, including the 
Mennonite Church, the General Conference Mennonite 
Church, the Evangelical Mennonite Church, and the 
Brethren in Christ Church. In the implementation of the

program of the Associated Seminaries, Goshen College 
Biblical Seminary at Goshen, Indiana, and Mennonite Bib
lical Seminary, now located at Elkhart, Indiana, have be
come the first active partners in this new venture. Provi
sion is made for later adherence of other Mennonite bodies 
to the Association and it is hoped that the Association 
may ultimately become a general center of ministerial 
and missionary training for the Mennonite brotherhood 
of North America. It was agreed that the headquarters 
of the Association are to be on the Elkhart campus 
and that this is also the center of the joint activities 
of the Association.

The plan of co-operation which is set forth in the 
Memorandum of Agreement provides certain substantial 
advantages for both schools while retaining the basic 
academic, organizational, and financial independence of 
each. The purpose of the Association is to provide 
channels of mutual assistance and service which strength
en the program of each of the participating institutions, 
thus enriching each and enabling it to fulfill its own 
functions better than would be possible without the 
presence and the assistance of the other.

The doctrinal basis of co-operation in the Associated 
Mennonite Biblical Seminaries is set forth in the Memo
randum as follows:
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1. The work of the associated seminaries shall be 
conducted on the basis of the historic evangelical 
Christian faith as contained in the Holy Scriptures, 
witnessed in the historic tradition of the Ana- 
baptist-Mennonite brotherhood, interpreted in the 
confessions of faith subscribed to by the Menno- 
nite or affiliated conferences to which the associ
ated seminaries belong, and set forth in the doc
trinal statements of the associated seminaries 
themselves as of the date of the effectiveness of 
this agreement or of later adherence to this asso
ciation.

2. Any revision of the doctrinal statement of any one 
of the associated seminaries shall be made only 
after consultation with the other seminaries.

3. The work of the associated seminaries shall be con
ducted with full mutual and brotherly respect for 
differences in doctrines, polity, practice, or tradition 
among the groups they represent, but there shall be 
full freedom of teaching and witnessing by each 
school to the faith and position of its own group.

4. The historic and distinctive faith of the Anabaptist- 
Mennonite brotherhood with respect to such mat
ters as the full authority and real inspiration of 
Scripture, the New Testament teachings on the 
believers’ church, regeneration, holiness of life, 
discipleship, evangelism, nonconformity to the 
world, nonresistance, love, and peace, shall be 
taught and upheld by all the associated seminaries.

Organizational Relationships
Organizationally, the Associated Seminaries are inde

pendent degree-granting institutions each offering as 
minimum a three-year graduate Bachelor of Divinity pro
gram and each having its own separate board of control, 
faculty, curriculum, student body, financial structure, and 
buildings. It is possible for an affiliated seminary to 
become a member of this association without a full inde
pendent program provided it has at least one teacher ana 
meets the other requirements set down in the Memoran
dum of Agreement.

On the level of the board of control a Joint Co-ordinat
ing Committee functions for the general supervision of 
the co-operation. The present members of this commit
tee are Nelson Kauffman (Mennonite Church), Chair
man; J: N: Smucker (General Conference Mennonite 
Church), Vice-Chairman; A. J. Metzler (Mennonite 
Church); A. E. Kreider (General Conference Mennonite 
Church); Paul Mininger (Goshen College Biblical Sem
inary); Erland Waltner (Mennonite Biblical Seminary); 
Reuben Short (Evangelical Mennonite Church); C. N. 
Hostetter, Jr. (Brethren in Christ Church).

A Joint Administrative Committee composed of the 
president and dean of each associated seminary and one 
representative of each affiliated seminary, is adminis
tratively responsible for the day to day functioning of 
the co-operative program. The present members of this 
committee are: Erland Waltner, Chairman, Harold S. 
Bender, Secretary, Paul Mininger, and S. F. Pannabecker.

In addition to the above standing committees special 
committees are set up for the purpose of dealing with 
particular questions such as the Joint Curriculum Com
mittee which was set up first to co-ordinate the respective 
curricular offerings of the co-operating institutions and 
then to give leadership in a long-range curriculum study 
which is designed to provide further integration and 
possibly introduce new patterns in the curriculum offer
ings of the Associated Seminaries.

Joint Classes
In the actual operation of the Associated Seminaries 

program the most concrete expression is to be found in 
the joint classes which are normally held on the Elkhart 
campus. While each of the co-operating institutions has 
its own offerings of required and elective courses, the 
Associated Seminaries provide a program of joint course 
offerings sufficient to make it possible for a student to 
take from one-fourth to one-third of his curriculum 
choices in the con-joint program. During the school year 
1958-59 such joint courses were offered in all of the 
departments of the curriculum, namely, Bible, Christian 
doctrine, church history, and work of the church. These 
joint offerings included a total of fifteen courses involv
ing thirty-six semester hours. Students of Goshen Col
lege Biblical Seminary normally travel the ten miles to 
the Elkhart campus to attend these classes which are 
taught by faculty members of each of the co-operating 
institutions. In certain cases a multiple faculty pattern 
is used employing members of the two faculties to pro
vide leadership for a single class.

Specific courses listed include Gospel of John, prison 
epistles, Psalms, advanced Hebrew reading, systematic 
theology, contemporary theology, Christian discipleship, 
Christian ethics, peace and nonresistance, American 
church history, Mennonite history, Anabaptist theology 
seminar, group leadership, pastoral counseling, and use 
of the Bible in preaching. Enrollments in the joint 
classes have reflected a remarkable balance in representa
tion from each of the co-operating schools. With the 
option of cross registration the Associated Seminaries 
program makes it possible for students in either institu
tion to take their seminary work under as many as six
teen different Mennonite instructors.

Two areas of co-operation, the Joint Library and the 
Institute of Mennonite Studies, are treated in other 
articles.

Summer School
During the summer of 1959 the Associated Seminaries 

plan their first full-scale summer school program featur
ing courses in pastoral work, missions, theology, Bible, 
and Christian education. This summer school session 
has the encouragement and support of the Continuation 
Committee of Mennonite Mission Board Secretaries which 
includes representatives of the Mennonite Board of 
Missions and Charities, the Congo Inland Mission Board, 
the General Conference Board of Missions, the Eastern 
Mennonite Board of Missions, the Mennonite Brethren
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Board of Missions, the Brethren in Christ Board ot 
Missions, and the Conservative Mennonite Mission Board.

Other Joint Activities
The lectures by Eugene Nida of the American Bible 

Society on March 5-6, 1959, on "The Communication of 
the Gospel" was the first in a series of annual joint 
lectureships projected by the Associated Seminaries. In 
addition to the joint lectureships each institution may 
sponsor its own series of lectures inviting the faculty 
and students of the other school as may be desired.

Joint faculty meetings of the Associated Seminaries 
provide further opportunity for creative discussion on 
common problems in theological education, and social 
fellowship among members of the two faculties and the 
student bodies may take place on both a formal and an 
informal basis.

Conference Relationships
The programs of the Associated Seminaries are in

tended to operate in such a way as to promote and main
tain loyalty by the students and faculties to their own 
conference connections, traditions, and programs, along 
with sympathetic understanding and appreciation of the 
traditions and programs of the associated groups. As 
there is growth in inter-Mennonite understanding and 
co-operation, it is believed that a more solid base is 
established for significant and fruitful conversation with 
Christian groups outside of our larger Mennonite fellow
ship itself.

If the first experiences in co-operation in the context 
of the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries are to 
be considered a portend of things to come, we may con
fidently hope for further growth of understanding among 
Mennonite groups and further co-operation as the Holy 
spirit may lead in days to come in harmony with the 
prayer of Christ in John 17:22, "That they may be one, 
even as we are one."

Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries Libraries
By J. J. ENSZ

A LIBRARY of 36,000 books! — the care of a 
fast-growing collection now numbering 36,000 
volumes to service the study of theological stu

dents, the preparation and research of faculty members 
in their ministry to students as well as the church at 
large, and the research program of the Institute of 
Mennonite Studies—this is the task of the Joint Library 
of the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries.

The Joint Library of the Associated Mennonite Bib
lical Seminaries has three divisions, each with its own 
specific role: the central theological collection at Elkhart, 
the central Mennonite historical collection at Goshen, 
and a core theological collection to serve the seminary 
students at Goshen.

The central collection at Elkhart is concerned with 
servicing the day-to-day study program plus servicing at 
the point of exhaustive Biblical and theological research. 
It is also building up a collection of specifically General 
Conference materials. The Goshen Mennonite Historical 
Library has the responsibility of servicing the entire 
program in terms of general and particular basic tools 
for class needs on Biblical and theological study for 
both the student and the faculty.

The highest degree of integration in the whole pro
gram of the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries 
is realized in the organization and work of the Joint 
Library. In addition, the resources of the Elkhart Public 
Library and the Goshen College Library are available.
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Union Catalogue - Shuttle Service
The major material symbol of this integration is a 

union catalogue at both the Elkhart and Goshen Semi
nary libraries giving easy access to information on the 
holdings of the Joint Library at both the Goshen and 
Elkhart centers. In addition, the daily shuttle service 
between the libraries makes it possible to have a book 
from the other collection within as little as three hours 
(and sometimes even less) despite a distance of eleven 
miles between the collections.

Close co operation and encounter between the per
sonnel of the institutions takes place in the Joint Library 
Committee. The committee consists of the three librarians 
and four faculty members. Esther Webber of Goshen 
College Biblical Seminary Library, Nelson Springer of 
Goshen College Historical Library, and Magdalen Friesen 
of Mennonite Biblical Seminary of Elkhart serve as 
librarians. Howard H. Charles and Harold S. Bender 
from Goshen College Biblical Seminary and S. F. Panna- 
becker and Jacob J. Enz representing Mennonite Bib
lical Seminary are the faculty representatives on the 
committee. Enz and Bender serve as chairman and 
secretary respectively of the committees.

Co-operation and encounter also take place in the 
selection of books for the central theological collection 
done by departmental committees consisting of all mem
bers of a given department in both seminaries. Thus 
members of the various departments meet with faculty 
members of their field in the other seminary in a creative 
working relationship.

Budget-wise each member of the Associated Semi
naries contributes equally to the support of the total 
program. Goshen College Biblical Seminary has con
tributed half to the library wing of the building at the 
Elkhart campus.

Some 3b,000 volumes which represent the present 
holdings—including 14,000 at Elkhart, 9,600 in the 
Goshen core theological collection, and 13,000 in the 
Mennonite Historical Library, is but the beginning of 
a long term program. The Elkhart Library building has 
room for 50,000 volumes.

The library is particularly important in a Christian 
school. The written and printed word alongside the 
living witness provide the doubly strong link with Christ 
which enables the Christian to view all history—especial
ly our confused present— in the light of the over arching 
peace of the unassailable kingship of Christ.

The Institute of Mennonite Studies
By C. J

THE Institute of Mennonite Studies came into being 
as a part of the Associated Seminaries program 
to "provide facilities for, promote, and administer 

a program of study in fields of direct interest to the faith, 
life, work, and witness of the Mennonites in the modern 
world as well as in the past." It is administered by the 
Joint Administrative Committee of the seminaries and 
the director is responsible to this committee. The Advis
ory Council, consisting of eight representatives from 
Mennonite colleges and research organizations, gives 
counsel and direction to Institute interests and co-ordi
nates its activities with that of other Mennonite institu
tions.

The Institute has set itself a twofold task, not unique 
but explicit: to carry on a program of thorough study 
in any legitimate area of Mennonite concern, and to 
relate the fruit of such inquiry meaningfully to the on
going life of the church. For this research the Mennonite 
historical libraries at Newton and at Goshen are of 
great importance. Research data will likewise be sought 
in the socio-economic order and in the cultural milieu 
of our time. Evangelism, missions, theology, ethics, edu
cation, worship, peace, are illustrations of other areas of

. DYCK

concern. The two projects now under way illustrate this 
varied interest. One is the preparation for publication of 
an exhaustive Anabaptist and Left Wing bibliography 
covering the period from 1520 to 1630, the other is 
concerned with the Christian witness to government and 
society in a nuclear age at the national level, also the 
Christian attitude toward capital punishment at the state 
level. The first project is being carried forward on a part- 
time basis by Hans Hillerbrand under a grant from the 
Foundation for Reformation Research, the latter by John 
H. Yoder of the Associated Seminaries faculties.

In its study program the Institute hopes to draw upon 
the faculties and advanced students of the Associated 
Seminaries but also upon the faculties of our other Men
nonite institutions and capable scholars in other employ. 
It will plan projects that claim priority attention but it 
will also seek to use scholars who may be looking for 
an opportunity to carry on intensive research in special
ized areas. Seminars, workshops, and lectures may be 
held from time to time to communicate to fellow schol
ars and to the church findings and problems emerging 
from the research. An illustration of this is the taking 
over of the annual Seminar in Anabaptist Theology spon-
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Advisory Council meeting of Institute of Mennonite Studies. Seated, left to right: C. N. Hostetter, Jr., Cornelius Krahn, Harold S.
Bender, Cornelius J. Dyck, Melvin Gingerich. Standing, left to right: S. F. Pannabecker, William Keeney, Irvin B. Horst, Carl Kreider, 

Paul Mininger, Erland Waltner. (Frank C. Peters and J. Winfield Fretz not present.)

sored hitherto by the Mennonite Historical Society at 
Goshen. The first session of this seminar will be held 
in June 1959 at Elkhart in conjunction with the Cultural 
Conference. Books, pamphlets, and bulletins may also 
appear from time to time to make available the results 
of the studies carried on, but no special series is being 
planned at this time.

The budget required for these projects, for the direc
tor’s (part-time) salary, for research fellowships, and 
for other needs, is to be provided by appropriations from 
the Associated Seminaries, from direct grants or subsidies 
given by other agencies, by private donations, by sale 
of services and publications, etc. It is hoped that Men
nonite men and corporations with resources will be glad 
to make special grants to support the Institute.

There have been times in the history of the Christian

church, including the Mennonite church, when scholar
ship was seen as the enemy of the Christian life. Many 
years ago Tertullian said, "After Jesus Christ we have 
no need of speculation, after the Gospel no need of re
search" (de praesc. haer. 7 ); yet from the early apolo
gists to our own day the Christian scholar has again 
and again been called upon to purify the tradition and 
to relate the eternal truth in Christ to a new and chang
ing world. The diligent scholar stands upon the frontier 
of faith as custodian and as pioneer. In both of these lies 
tremendous potential for good or ill. Therefore we need 
the Christian scholar who in his work strives to provide 
an adequate synthesis between disciplined research and 
Christian commitment. The Institute is to facilitate this 
kind of study, for which there is great need and which 
the seminaries can do better together than alone.

On Tour of the Seminary
By MURIEL THIESSEN

FOR you to be here in person—that would be the 
very best. W e’d ask you to add your name to the 
1200 names already recorded in the guest register 

located in the front lobby. And then we’d take you on 
a tour of the faculty and administrative offices, the class
rooms, library, dormitory, and apartment buildings. We’d 
introduce you to the teachers and students that would 
happen to be around at the moment. Perhaps we could 
sit in on a class for a few minutes. . . .

But since we can only imagine your presence for the 
time being, we’ll take you on a guided tour of Menno
nite Biblical Seminary through written descriptions and 
printed pictures.

As you drive onto the campus, you’ll be impressed

with how much space 55 acres provides. The five build
ings are quite far apart. You’ll notice their similarity 
in structure. All are one-story buildings with low pitched 
roofs and wide overhang. Side walls are predominantly 
of glass supplemented with plastic panels. Door and 
window frames are of aluminum. The over-all impression 
is definitely that of contemporary architecture rather than 
traditional. If this seems a little odd at first, it soon 
comes to have a comfortable and practical feeling, defin
itely functional and with no elaborate finishings.

Let’s start at the administration building. It’s in the 
shape of a square "U" with the closed end to the west. 
The library is on the north wing and the classrooms on 
the south. Along the main hallway, connecting the two.
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1Dormitory and studio apartments for students of Mennonite Biblical Seminary.

are the chapel, offices for administration, Institute of 
Mennonite Studies, rooms for the Goshen Seminary fac
ulty and students, and the conference room.

There’s bound to be someone in the lobby, either pick
ing up mail or catching up on the latest announcements 
at the bulletin board. The first office, to your right as 
you come in, belongs to the director of public relations. 
Next is the business office which becomes very familiar 
to people who find it necessary to pay bills periodically! 
Then there are the offices of the business manager, presi
dent, secretary, and dean in that order. The furnishings 
of these offices, as well as of all of the rooms, are new 
and of contemporary design. Furniture is well-built but 
on simple lines. Color and design combine to give an 
air of solid simplicity but comfort and practicality. A few 
of the rooms—the president and dean’s suite—are pro
vided by special contribution with carpeting.

The large room in the corner is our chapel and will 
continue to be until plans for a separate chapel build
ing become a reality. As we turn the corner to the 
south wing we become aware of the low hum of three 
classes in session. On the right side of this corridor are 
faculty offices and at the far end is the bookstore. The 
walls are of western cedar in natural finish which, once 
it is waxed, requires very little upkeep. End walls which 
show in the library and one or two other rooms are brick

of a soft red color. Structural tile around the furnace 
rooms and the wash rooms provide a little variety of 
finish in the corridor. The main effect, however, is the 
warm atmosphere of wood. The floor is laid with asphalt 
tile with black rubber baseboards.

Let's look in on the class in history of missions. S. F. 
Pannabecker has just finished sketching a map of India 
on the blackboard and is proceeding in his lecture. Occa
sionally we can hear the pecks of J. J. Enz’s chalk on 
the other side of the wall as he marks vowel points for 
his first year Hebrew students.

Next stop is the library. On the way over we pass 
by the rooms which will in the near future serve as 
headquarters for the Institute of Mennonite Studies. Next 
year Cornelius J. Dyck will be the director of this branch 
of Mennonite research. In the corner is the conference 
room, the furnishings of which are a special gift to the 
seminary.

We’ll probably find the entire population of the library 
frozen in concentration. I’m afraid you won’t get much 
attention here unless you make some noise. Would you 
like to take a look down in the stacks? With the move 
from Chicago to Elkhart the library has finally been able 
to spread out and accommodate properly the resources 
that belong to it. The modern steel shelving provides a 
capacity on the lower level for 25,000 books and there

Offices and lobby of Administration Building. Note knotty pine paneling.
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Conference room and faculty office: Erland Waltner, S. F. Pannabecker, and Andrew R. Shelly.

is room for a similar number on the upper level though 
the stacks have not yet been installed. The library actual
ly has about 14,000 books at the present time and is 
growing rapidly. Against the outer wall and under the 
windows is a row of study carrels where individual stu
dents may have convenient study facilities right among 
the books.

The "men’s dormitory” is located northwest of the 
administration building. This year girls are living in it 
because of the very small number of unmarried men. 
Convenient guest rooms with private bath and study 
facilities are available, and a two-room apartment is pro
vided for the student couple in charge of the building.

Starting at the east end we see the lounge where piano, 
Ping-pong table, and comfortable chairs play an impor
tant part for moments of relaxation. The next division 
of the building is a hallway on either side of which are 
fourteen single rooms. At the far end of the dormitory 
is the large dining room and kitchen. Here again, as in 
all buildings, the predominant finish of all walls and 
ceiling is in natural red cedar.

Through the dining room windows we can easily see 
the three apartment buildings. The one at the west has 
four studio apartments, each with one large room and 
adjoining bath and kitchenette. The next one has eight 
apartments like the preceding with the addition of a

(Top right) View through window from dining hall toward apartment building. (Below) Gordon and Delia Dyck in studio apartment.
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William Klassen leaching a dass, Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana.

bedroom. The third one is again similar but with two 
bedrooms. Walking from the central buildings to the 
apartment consumes two or three minutes—it’s about 
half a city block—and impresses one again with the 
room for expansion. Imagination can supply a number of 
buildings which in the coming years can be located 
conveniently in the aretes now vacant.

The apartments also show simplicity of construction, 
and a feeling of roominess is accentuated by high ceil

ings. The kitchenettes are compact. Each apartment is 
provided with a couch (which in the studio apartments 
converts into a bed), easy chair, bookshelves, desk, lamps, 
one large closet, bedroom furniture, stove, and refrig
erator. The north side of each apartment is a window wall.

After seeing the campus in detail, one visitor recently 
remarked, "This makes one feel that it is worth every 
dollar our people are giving." And we here at seminary 
hope and pray that this will continue to be so.

The Story o! Mennonite Biblical Seminary
By S. F. PANNABECKER

THE first move which led to the organization of 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary was made in 1915 
when a department known as Mennonite Seminary 

was established at Bluffton College and gave graduate 
theological training along with Bible work in the college. 
The B.D. degree was first granted by this institution in 
1916. In 1921 the seminary was organized separately 
under its own board with the name Witmarsum Theo
logical Seminary. This institution continued work until 
1931 when it was temporarily closed due to the depres
sion and other complicating circumstances. The board 
remained intact and met annually struggling with the 
problem of reorganization and re-opening.

In 1940 the old Witmarsum Board was reorganized 
into a new Board of Trustees, the members of which 
were elected directly by the General Conference Menno
nite Church and the Central Conference Mennonites. 
All property of the old board was passed on to the newly

organized Board of Trustees and a seminary was opened 
in Chicago in 1945. This operation was in affiliation 
with the Bethany Biblical Seminary of the Church of 
the Brethren in Chicago and it was on this occasion that 
the name of the school was changed from Witmarsum 
Theological Seminary to the Mennonite Biblical Semi
nary. The first president was Abraham Warkentin who 
was well known among the Mennonites both in the 
United States and Canada. He served the institution 
from 1945 until his death in 1947. S. F. Pannabecker, 
who had joined the staff in 1946 and was serving as 
dean, was then asked to become president and held the 
position until 1958. During this whole period of 
thirteen years the school remained in affiliation with 
Bethany Biblical Seminary with the Mennonite faculty 
members and students joining the Bethany faculty and 
students in a joint teaching and studying program. 
Apart from this, each school had its own Board of Direc-
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Dedication of Mennonite Biblical Seminary

Dedication services of Mennonite Biblical Seminary, September 28, 1958. President Erland Waltner delivering the sermon.

A P R I L  1 9 5 9 63



Mennonite Biblical Seminary students, 1958: Left fo right, first two rows: Gordon and Delia Dyck, Vern and Marion Preheim, Abraham 
and Ruby Krause, William and Dolores Block, Edwin and Evelyn Peters, Peter and Lydia Kehler, Bruno and Elizabeth Epp, John and 
Marion Friesen, Harold and Roselia Regier, Leonard and Joan Wiebe. Third row: Reinhard and Ruth Vogt, Herman and Alice Walde, 
Nicholas and Harriet Dick, William and Helen Kruger, Vernon and Luella Lohrentz, Omer and Betty Nisley, George and Katherine 
Janzen. Last row: Catherine Snyder, Muriel Thiessen, Cornelia Lehn, Marvin Zehr, Peter Neufeld, Lawrence Voth, George Janzen, Oskar

Wedel, Martha Giesbrecht, Virginia Claassen and Hedy Sawadsky.

tors, its own offices, library, homes, and constituency.
Under the affiliated program 229 students attended 

the institution and 118 graduate degrees were conferred 
upon Mennonite students by Bethany Biblical Seminary. 
There was also a Bible School serving the under-grad
uate level which Mennonite students attended in the 
same affiliated manner. Men and women graduates of 
this affiliated program serve the churches in pastorates, in 
the mission field, in educational work and in other areas.

While the affiliated relationship was a happy one 
there was considerable desire for an independent institu
tion which could operate and grant degrees in its own 
right. In later years of the affiliation there also grew 
up a rather widespread interest in inter-Mennonite as
sociation in theological education. Discussions along this 
tine began in a formal manner as early as 1954 and as 
they progressed sentiment crystalized in the direction of 
co-operative work. As a result plans were then drawn 
up for a co-operative effort to be known as the Asso
ciated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries. Several Menno
nite groups expressed interest in the project and are 
still concerned in an advisory way, but the two groups 
that have actually associated themselves are the (Old) 
Mennonites with Goshen College Biblical Seminary and 
the General Conference Mennonite Church with Men
nonite Biblical Seminary. For the location of the asso
ciated program Elkhart, Indiana, was chosen as a suit
able place for co-operation and one in which there were 
opportunities for expansion and service. It was in this 
context that Mennonite Biblical Seminary in the summer 
of 1958 moved from the Chicago location to settle at 
Elkhart, Indiana. The faculty and students from Chicago 
transferred to the new site and the new facilities and

the program has been in operation for the year 1958-59.
With the relocation of the Seminary occurred the re

organization of the administration with Erland Waltner 
serving as president and S. F. Pannabecker becoming 
president emeritus with temporary responsibilities as 
dean. Besides these, other full-time faculty members 
in Chicago included Marvin J. Dirks, Donovan E. 
Smucker, Jacob J. Enz, with numerous others on part 
time or as special lecturers. In addition to the teaching 
faculty John T. Neufeld served as business manager and 
Andrew R. Shelly in the field of public relations with 
some teaching responsibilities, and Katie Andres and 
Magdalen Friesen as librarians. With the move to Elk
hart the faculty has been increased by the addition of 
William Klassen and Leland and Bertha Harder as reg
ular members of the staff and with the services of Amos 
E. Kreider and Jesse N. Smucker as special lecturers. 
Donovan E. Smucker also continues as special lecturer 
though not on a full-time basis. Cornelius J. Dyck, 
who has been in charge of the business office for three 
years, joins the faculty full time in the fall of 1959-

The enrollment figures for the first year in the new 
location show a total of 58. The figure, larger than 
formerly, is explained by the addition of part-time stu
dents in two categories, viz., wives of students and local 
residents. These account for 24 students, leaving 34 
regular seminary students which compares favorably with 
previous enrollment. This new possibility for serving 
local students as well as more opportunities in church 
contacts and especially the joint work with the Goshen 
Seminary augur well for a profitable development in 
the new location under the guidance of God.
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Seminary on Bluffton College Campus

Witmarsum Theological Seminary
By P. E. WHITMER

ITMARSUM Theological Seminary had its be
ginning in the fall of 1914 as a department of 
Bluffton College and was known as Mennonite 

Seminary; but to better serve its constituency it was 
made an independent institution, and on July 6, 1921, 
it was reorganized under its own charter, board of trus
tees, faculty and administrative management, taking the 
name Witmarsum Theological Seminar)'.

The board of trustees of the Seminary was made up 
of two representatives each from six different Menno
nite branches in the United States and two representa
tives of the alumni of the Seminary. This was designed 
to make the seminary a unifying agency among the Men- 
nonites in America. The faculty was also made up 
of men from different branches. The Seminary had 
students from the General Conference Mennonite Church, 
the (Old) Mennonite Church, the Mennonite Brethren, 
the Evangelical Mennonites, the Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ and the Central Mennonite Conference. However, 
the active support was limited largely to the General 
Conference Mennonite Church and the Central Men
nonite Conference, which at that time had not yet joined 
the General Conference.

The faculty consisted of four full-time professors: 
J. E. Hartzler, President; Paul Whitmer, Dean; Jacob 
Quiring, Old Testament; J. A. Huffman, New Testament. 
The part-time men were N. E. Byers, S. M. Musselman, 
and others. The part-time professors were either pas
tors of churches or teachers in Bluffton College. The 
work of the Seminary was divided into two schools. 
The graduate seminary, open to men and women who 
had completed the regular college course with the A.B. 
or equivalent degree, offered a three-year B.D. course. 
The second school was the theological college, which 
required high school graduation for admission and of
fered a four-year Th.B. course. Students came mostly 
from Bethel and Bluffton colleges, with a few from Go
shen and Tabor.

In the graduate seminary the work was arranged under 
nine departments: Old Testament, New Testament,
church history, systematic theology, philosophy of re
ligion and religious education, homiletics and practical 
theology, history of religions and missions, public speak
ing, and church music. The Biblical departments had 
each the sendees of a full-time professor. In the theo

logical college the work was a combination of collegiate 
and theological courses. The Seminary graduated a 
total of 26 men and 3 women in its eleven-year history. 
The total number of degrees granted from the beginning 
of the Mennonite Seminary in 1914 was 56, mostly B.D. 
Some M.A. degrees were granted by Bluffton College 
for work done in the Seminary. A two-year lowel level 
English Bible course was offered for a time, but enjoyed 
only a small attendance. The Seminary had a small 
endowment of $25,000, but the main support came from 
five conferences, each of which assumed the support of 
one chair.

With the coming of the movement for standard 
theological seminaries and the resulting mergers and 
affiliations of seminaries to qualify for that rating, Wit
marsum Seminary became conscious of the need for 
changes in its setup. Letters were addressed to a num
ber of well-established seminaries inquiring what op
portunity there might be for an affiliation with them. 
The responses from all the seminaries contacted were 
generous and indicated an eagerness to enter such a re
lationship. This was a difficult decision to make. Loca
tion, type of teaching, cultural and social differences 
in these seminaries varied widely. On these points the 
seminary family differed. No agreement seemed pos
sible; consequently the Witmarsum organization dis
integrated and the Seminary closed in May, 1931. After 
14 years the Seminary reopened in Chicago under a 
new name and organization but with the help of $11,000 
in liquid assets and the library and equipment of Wit
marsum Seminary.

(Reprint, Mennonite Encyclopedia.)

Family Histories Available

The Bethel College Historical Library has just pub
lished the Decker, Siebert and Eck family histories 
compiled by Lydia Eck Cooper. These histories sell 
as follows: Decker History—S3.50; Eck History— 
$3.00; Siebert History—$2.50. Order yours today 
from the Bethel College Historical Library, North 
Newton, Kansas.
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Beginning o f Theological Training among Mennonites o f America

The Wadsworth School
By ANNA KREIDER

JANUARY 2, 1868, was a red-letter day in the early 
history of American Mennonitism. for on that day 
the first Mennonite college in America opened its 

doors to its first twenty-four students.
The school, which bore the rather imposing name of 

"The Christian Educational Institution of the Mennonite 
Denomination,” had been conceived almost eight years 
before in the earliest stages of the unification movement 
leading to the formation of the General Conference Men
nonite Church. As a result of the deeply-felt need for 
trained Mennonite ministers and missionaries, the lead
ers at the second Conference, held in 1861, started draw
ing up plans for a theological institution. The scattered 
Mennonite churches, many of them still in the pioneer 
stage, responded generously to the appeals in behalf of 
this new venture; their sacrificial contributions amounted 
to more than a thousand dollars per church per year 
during those hard Civil War times.

Wadsworth, Ohio, halfway between the Conference 
congregations of eastern Pennsylvania and Illinois and 
Iowa, was chosen as the location for the new school. 
A roomy, three-story building was erected on a beautiful 
wooded plot about half a mile from town and was 
completed in 1867. Impressive dedicatory services were 
held on October 13 and Id, 1S67, in connection with 
the fourth Conference. The school opened with high 
hopes the following year, in spite of a debt of $2050 
and in spite of the fact that a suitable theology pro
fessor had not yet been secured.

What was school like for those first students? Classes 
were conducted in German, although English was also 
taught. The plan was to divide the instruction among 
three teachers: 1) theology, 2) German and elementary 
branches, and 3) English and sciences. Christian Scho- 
walter, a minister from Iowa, served as principal and 
German teacher, and A. Fritz, a non-Mennonite, taught 
English. No theology courses were offered the first 
year.

"Home” was the third floor of the school building; 
the other two floors were divided into classrooms and 
teachers’ apartments, and the basement held the kitchen, 
dining room, and utility rooms. Every student plan
ning to lodge in the school was charged an annual fee 
of one hundred dollars for instruction, board and room, 
washing, fuel, and light. The students were to spend 
three hours every day in physical labor for their own 
exercise and for the benefit of the school.

A typical day’s program was a combination of work 
and study. "Rising at five o'clock was followed by 
washing and cleaning up rooms, morning devotions and 
breakfast at 7:30. The period from eight to one o'clock 
was devoted to study and instruction, with dinner at 
one and work in the afternoon for each student in the 
yard, garden, or field. Some of the typical assignments 
were peeling potatoes, feeding the animals, bringing 
in wood for the kitchen, doing carpenter work or shoe 
repairing, cutting wood, making trips to town, smok
ing meat, or milking the cow. Supper at six o'clock was 
preceded by an hour’s study and followed by another 
study period, with devotions again at nine o’clock.”

Of the first twenty-four young men who attended the 
Wadsworth school, at least thirteen were Mennonites, 
representing five states; and the remaining eleven were 
from the local community. The first novelty of the 
institution soon wore off, and by the end of the first 
three-month term, sixteen students, including all but one 
of the local young men, dropped out of school. How
ever, eight new students, mostly Mennonites, enrolled 
at that time, bringing the attendance to sixteen.

Interest and confidence in the college steadily increased 
among the Mennonite congregations. Pictures of the 
school and information about it were eagerly sought. 
When the second school year started in November, 
1868, thirty students were enrolled.

By this time, too, a highly qualified man had been 
found to fill the position of theology professor. This 
man, Carl J. van der Smissen of Friedrichstadt, Germany, 
was a vigorous leader, fifty-six years old, with excellent 
training in European universities and a long pastoral 
experience in the Mennonite church. He arrived in 
Wadsworth with his family to begin the theological 
course in January, 1869. Aristocratic and deeply re
ligious, the van der Smissens brought a needed cultural 
emphasis and missionary zeal to the pioneer community 
and the Mennonite church.

From the first, however, van der Smissen had diffi
culty translating his European experience into Ameri
can conditions and he had friction with the co-worker 
assigned to share the leadership of the school with him. 
In October, 1869, Christian Schowalter resigned and 
Jonas Schultz was called to his place as German in
structor.

The following years were the flowering period of 
the school. A sizable increase in enrollment (forty-seven
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students, more than eighty per cent of them Mennonites, 
in 1869-1870) attested to its popularity. Many inter
esting glimpses of school life—the singing, Sunday 
school teaching for the local Mennonite church, maple 
sugar time, the rat hunt, sleigh rides—may be found 
in Sketches fro/// My Life, by Sister Hillegonda, daughter 
of Carl J. van der Smissen. A high point of this period 
was the first graduation in 1871. Of the ten graduates, 
five had completed the three-year theological course— 
William Galle, S. S. Haury, J. S. Hirschler, ]. S. Moyer, 
and S. F. Sprunger—and all had dedicated themselves 
to full-time Christian service.

During these years, contributions of money and pro
duce for the dining hall flowed in freely from the 
churches of the Conference. However, the students’ 
admission fees were so low they barely covered the 
cost of board. The haphazard contributions, no matter 
how generous, could not keep up with the running ex
penses of the school and the teachers’ salaries; thus 
the debt increased at an alarming rate.

The burden of this debt to the sensitive nature of 
Jonas Schultz (who served as bookkeeper as well as 
German teacher) and his own ill health forced him 
to resign in 1871. Soon afterwards A. Fritz also re
signed. Daniel Risser from Illinois was called to teach 
German, and Manasse S. Moyer, a former student at 
the Wadsworth school, returned to teach English.

By the end of 1872 it was evident that the conditions 
within the school were deteriorating. Enrollments slowly 
decreased. In spite of a determined effort to liquidate 
the debt it still stood at more than four thousand dol
lars. Post-war times were hard throughout the country, 
and interest rates were high. To add to the financial 
difficulties, the wave of immigration of Russian Menno
nites to America had begun, and money intended for 
the school was gladly spent to aid the more unfortunate 
brethren with transportation and shelter. The pros
pective foreign mission program outlined by the Con
ference in 1872 was also to have this effect.

More distressing, however, were the contentions aris
ing within the school. The double-headed system of 
management of the institution was so irritating through 
confusion of rights and duties that it finally produced 
a bitter conflict between the principal, Risser, and the 
theological head, van der Smissen. Each attempted to 
make the other unpopular with the students. Factions 
were formed among the students supporting one teacher 
or the other. The rift even threatened to split the 
Conference, as churches of the west sided with Risser 
and those of the east with van der Smissen.

Spiritual life in the institution declined, as did its 
attractiveness and popularity with the students. Only 
twelve enrolled at the beginning of the term in the 
fall of 1874. By the spring of 1875 the attendance 
had become so small that M. S. Moyer, the English 
teacher, felt it was his duty to resign to save the school 
money. Moyer, however, being the only clear-headed

and conciliatory teacher, was urged to stay till the Con
ference met in the fall.

The school rapidly lost favor with the churches as 
stories circulated about the disgraceful conduct of the 
students and the lax discipline of the instructors. A 
climactic event in this disordered year was the incen
diary attempt in the school building, which was, fortu
nately, unsuccessful.

A crisis had arrived in the history of the school. 
When the Conference convened in 1875, radical measures 
had to be taken to save the institution from collapse. 
It was decided to divide the instruction into two inde
pendent departments, a theological school in German 
and a normal school in English. From now on, the 
school was to be more American. In view of the debt, 
which was now a staggering eight thousand dollars, 
the student fees were raised to a minimum of $170 
annually. Most drastic of all was the decision to permit 
women students, a possibility that had been discussed 
as early as 1868. Besides regular school subjects, girls 
were offered instruction in drawing, painting, and fine 
needlework by Hillegonda and Wilhelmina van der 
Smissen, daughters of the theology professor. Girls, 
however, were not permitted to board in the school 
building.

Under the new system improvement was immediately 
noticeable, especially in the enrollment of the English 
department, which was now headed by a Professor 
Stutzman, both Moyer and Risser having resigned at 
the end of 1S75. Of the total attendance, however, 
there were only nine from Mennonite families and only 
a few from outside Ohio. Most of the students were 
local students attracted to the normal course rather than 
Mennonites seeking theological training; it was obvious 
that the school was failing in its original purpose. In 
addition, expenses still far exceeded receipts, and the 
debt climbed to nearly ten thousand dollars in 1876.

In December, 1876, the General Conference put the 
school, now actually to be two distinct schools, on a 
more businesslike basis. C. J. van der Smissen headed 
the German school, and A. S. Shelly, a former student, 
was put in charge of the English school.

Attendance in the German school was poor, the num
ber varying between three and sixteen in 1877. The 
English school too had difficulty in re-establishing con
fidence, but under Shelly, assisted by his brother Daniel, 
it increased rapidly in popularity; and attendance reached 
sixty during the first year. L. S. Schimmel, another for
mer student, joined Shelly in 1878, and together they 
successfully operated the English school, "Excelsior 
Normal School,” until the school building was sold 
for its debts. Their last term ended in 1879.

During the two years since the Conference session 
of 1876, a desperate fund-raising campaign had reduced 
the debt to about twenty-five hundred dollars. The 
school was thus in a comparatively prosperous condition. 
Nevertheless, the Conference leadership, discouraged by
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their failure to eradicate the debt, decided at the session 
on December 2, 1878, to discontinue the school, with 
a view to starting another one later in a more favorable 
location.

Wadsworth school came to a disappointing end; but 
even so, that venture cannot be written off as eleven 
years’ and 531,700 worth of failure. It cannot be 
denied that the students who attended there, more than 
three hundred of them, received worthwhile training. 
During the first nine years, before division into two 
schools, the average attendance was about thirty-four, a 
respectable record for those early years. About two- 
thirds of these young men were Mennonites, and their 
leadership and influence was immediately felt in the 
Conference. In the minutes of subsequent Conference 
sessions appeared the names of many outstanding former 
students including J. B. Baer, A. M. Fretz, N. b". Grubb, 
J. S. Hirschler, M. S. Moyer, A. S. Shelly, and S. R 
Sprüngen The school also greatly enhanced the cause 
of missions and trained such pioneers as S. S Haury 
and H. R. Voth.

Higher education had been introduced among Ameri
can Mennonites; the old system of untrained lay min
isters in General Conference churches was coming to 
an end. Moreover, the van der Smissens had shown the

American frontier Mennonites that higher education 
could go hand in hand with humility and evangelical 
zeal. In spite of opposition the General Conference 
Mennonites now began to evaluate and appreciate educa
tion more intelligently. The Wadsworth experience 
gave later educational ventures a foundation on which 
to build.

Young men trained in Wadsworth had a new ex
perience in literary societies, instrumental music, young 
people's work, and Sunday school. In these and other 
ways the school encouraged a spirit of open-mindedness. 
Students developed friendships with others from different 
areas, which later served to promote harmony in the 
Conference. The school challenged the churches to 
work together, and it was probably the chief influence 
in bringing the Swiss churches of Ohio and Indiana 
into the General Conference.

Years later an alumnus of the Wadsworth school, 
N. B. Grubb, summed up its contribution in these words: 
"That institution has gone down . . . but from that 
time we can date the upward movement of progress 
in our church . . .  It marked the breaking away from 
formalism and the beginning of intelligent" combination 
of forces and the positive, aggressive work for the 
Master as well.”

Goshen College Biblical Seminary
By HAROLD S. BENDER

GOSHEN College Biblical Seminary, now a fully 
graduate theological school, traces its beginning 
in 1933 when the first theological curriculum 

(Th.B.—4 years) was inaugurated in the Bible School 
at Goshen College. In 1944 the Bible School was made 
autonomous, and in 1946 the graduate B.D. program 
was added. The Th.B. program was discontinued in 
1955. The name Bible School was changed to Biblical 
Seminary in 1947.

A total of about 400 students have been matriculated, 
1933-1958, of whom 210 have completed a degree course 
(with 229 degrees), 193 men and 17 women, and 43 
are still in school. Over 325 graduates and former 
students are now serving the church distributed approxi
mately as follows: in pastorates 180, foreign missions 90, 
home missions 15, and in church institutions 40, with 
others serving as administrators, teachers, editors and 
writers. In the current year, 1958-59, the enrollment 
is 49, of whom 40 are full-time students.

The Seminary was recently fully accredited by the 
American Association of Theological Schools, after hav

ing been an associate member since 1955. It is a full 
partner in the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries 
along with the Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart. 
H. S. Bender has been the dean from the beginning. 
Other professors with their dates of beginning service, 
are j. C. Wenger (1938), Howard H. Charles (1947), 
Paul M. Miller (1952), J. D. Gräber (1957), John H. 
Yoder (1958), J. Lawrence Burkholder (1950), and 
J. Marvin Nafziger (1958), are part-time teachers. Paul 
Mininger, now president of Goshen College, and Sanford 
C. Yoder, former president of the college, both served 
for a substantial period of time on the Seminary faculty.

A complete new Seminary plant is now under con
struction. The academic wing with classrooms and 
offices was completed in January, 1959, while the chapel 
and library are still under construction, to be finished 
later in the year. The total library holdings are approxi
mately 22,000 volumes including the unusually rich 
Mennonite Historical Library with 13,000 volumes.

A completely new set of buildings will soon be fully 
occupied by the Goshen College Biblical Seminary.
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Hithc-rto the Seminary has used classroom, office, chapel, 
and library facilities in the college academic and library 
buildings. The new buildings are located on the 
south edge of the main college campus on South Main 
Street adjoining to the southwest of the new chapel- 
church building which is being erected at the same 
time. The new location provides ample space for an 
adjoining parking lot as well as possible future apart
ment space for married students.

The Seminary buildings constitute a functional com
plex of three distinct units, in handsome red colonial 
brick and glass construction, a classroom-office wing, 
a library-research-archives wing, and a chapel adjoining 
the academic wings but connected to them by means of 
a lounge-lobby.

The outer shell of the entire complex of buildings 
has been erected, but due to incomplete financing only 
the classroom-office wing has been completely furnished 
and occupied. The Seminary moved into this wing at 
the beginning of the current second semester on January 
26, 1959. This section of the building contains five 
classrooms, ten teachers’ offices and two administrative 
offices plus the lounge. A generous gift by one family 
has made possible the erection of this wing and the 
chapel, the latter to be completely finished by com
mencement in June.

The library-research-archives wing, which is to be 
completed by fall, contains besides a reading room- 
stack section and librarians’ offices and workrooms, a ma
jor section housing the unusually rich Mennonite His
torical Library, and the Archives of the Mennonite 
Church. The latter two are being united under the His
torical Committee of the Mennonite General Conference 
which is making a contribution sufficient to cover the

Howard Charles teaching at Goshen College Biblical Seminary.

cost of this section of the building and will establish 
its permanent headquarters here.

The new Seminary buildings are designed to handle 
a school of up to 100 students, with a chapel seating 
capacity of 160. The library is designed to hold a core 
theological collection and the historical collection in 
support of the main theological collection on the Men
nonite Biblical Seminary Elkhart campus of the Asso
ciated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, all three collec
tions being operated as a joint library.

Dedication of the completed buildings is planned for 
the fall of 1959, by which time the total cost of con
struction and equipment will probably have reached 
S225,000.

Hall of new Goshen College Biblical Seminary building. Dean Harold S. Bender at desk.
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The Elkhart County, Indiana, Mennonites

By HAROLD S. BENDER

ELKHART County, Indiana, the center of the north
ern tier of Indiana counties on the Michigan bor
der, about one hundred miles straight east of 

Chicago, is the seat of the third largest concentration 
of Mennonites in the United States (after Lancaster 
County, Pa., and Harvey County, Kansas). Founded in 
1841 (Amish) and 1845 (Mennonite), in 1959 the 
total Amish-Mennonite settlement with spill-over into 
all surrounding counties, includes about 10,500 baptized 
members in 74 congregations distributed in round num
bers as follows: Mennonite Church, 20 congregations
with 6,000 members; Old Order Amish, 37 with 3,000; 
General Conference Mennonite, 4 with 1,000; Old 
Order Mennonite, 2 with 300; and Beachy Amish, 
2 with 225. In addition, there arc two small Brethren 
in Christ congregations.

The urban centers are Elkhart with a population of 
45,000 in its metropolitan area and Goshen with 15,000. 
Familiar names of small towns and villages are Middle- 
bury, Topeka, Shipshewana, Wakarusa and Nappanee. 
Goshen is the approximate center geographically and 
for Mennonite population. It is a prosperous area in
dustrially and agriculturally, with a good community 
spirit and strong Protestant character.

Elkhart and Goshen have long been strong religious 
centers of the Mennonites. Elkhart was the seat, 1867- 
1908, of the influential historic publishing enterprise 
established by John F. Funk, called the Mennonite Pub
lishing House, and has been since 1892 the location of 
the Board of Missions and Charities. Goshen College, 
established in Elkhart in 1894 and moved in 1903 to 
Goshen, and its Biblical Seminary, established in 1946, 
are widely known. Goshen is also the location of the 
Mutual Aid headquarters of the Mennonite Church, and 
of Bethany Christian High School with 235 students. 
The newest institutions are the Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary moved to Elkhart from Chicago in 1958, the 
Congo Inland Mission Fleadquarters built in 1959, 
and the Oaklawn Psychiatric Center, just now being 
established at Elkhart on an inter-Mennonite basis by 
the Mennonite Central Committee.

The Old Order Mennonite (Wisler) group had its 
origin here in 1871, and the Mennonite Brethren in 
Christ likewise in 1875, the Conservative Amish Menno
nite about 1S85. The present General Conference con
gregations are largely of Central Conference Menno
nite (formerly Amish) background. Inter-Mennonite 
relations are good.



Attitudes of Mciiiionites toward Theological Trainingo  &

Theological Training among the Mennonites
By CORNELIUS KRAHN

MOST of the early Mennonite leaders had either 
a good general education or a theological 
training. Conrad Grebel studied at the uni

versities of Basel and Vienna. Balthasar Hubmaier 
was a professor of theology. Menno Simons had the 
theological education of a Catholic priest and functioned 
in that capacity for many years. However, not all the 
early Anabaptist leaders had a general humanistic or 
theological training. Some were suspicious of the 
theological leaders of their opponents be that in the 
Catholic, Lutheran or Reformed churches and accused 
them of not seeing the biblical truth because of their 
learning. The reason for this accusation was the severe 
persecution which was in many instances instigated by 
these opposition leaders. Nevertheless, Menno Simons 
stated in this connection that his training enabled him 
to understand the scriptures more fully. However, the 
second and third generation of Anabaptism, after the 
period of martyrdom and withdrawal into secluded areas, 
became more and more suspicious of learning and par
ticipation in the cultural life of the environment. Severe 
persecution and isolation left an impact on the brother
hood which was only overcome many generations later. 
In fact we have not yet fully freed ourselves from its 
results in America. The situation is quite different in 
Europe.

Holland and Germany
In the Netherlands the Mennonites began early to 

participate in the prosperity and cultural benefits of 
the Golden Age of the 17th century. Soon the congre
gations began to elect ministers from the ranks of physi
cians because they had received a general formal train
ing. This remained a practice in most of the urban 
churches until formal theological training was introduced. 
Some of the outstanding ministers started to prepare 
young men for the ministry as early as 1680. In 1735 
a Mennonite theological seminary was established in 
Amsterdam which became a conference institution in 
the beginning of the 19th century. Almost all Dutch 
Mennonite ministers have received a full theological 
training since that time. Later the seminary affiliated with 
the University of Amsterdam.

The Mennonites in the urban North and West Ger
man congregations followed the pattern of the Dutch 
Mennonites. Krefeld, Emden, and Hamburg were close
ly affiliated with the Dutch Mennonites, and their min
isters were mostly trained in the Amsterdam Menno
nite Seminary. Since the middle of the nineteenth cen
tury the German Mennonites, particularly the urban con

gregations, also called on ministers who had received 
a theological training at German universities. The rural 
congregations, which were giving up the traditional 
multiple lay ministry, called on young men who had 
attended some of the pietistic Bible schools, such as 
Chrischona near Basel. Conditions in Switzerland and 
France were similar. Today most of the ministers in 
Germany receive a salary. Some have a full theological 
training, others have attended a Bible school, and some 
ministers are still elected from the local congregations 
without special training.

Russia
The Mennonites of Russia retained the multiple un

salaried lay ministry until the end of the 19th century. 
With the improvement of educational facilities and the 
raising of the educational standards within the congre
gations it became necessary to deviate from this old 
practice, just as had been the case in the urban churches 
in Germany and in Holland. In Holland in the early 
days the congregation frequently elected the ministers 
from the ranks of practicing physicans. In Russia those 
in the teaching profession were considered most suitable 
for the ministry. Before World War I the Mennonites 
of Russia had a total of five hundred ministers. Of this 
total about one-third were teachers with a parochial 
secondary school training. Two-thirds had only an 
elementary training. Twenty-five of these ministers had 
received theological training. Many of the ministers 
who immigrated to Canada and South America had been 
teachers of elementary and secondary schools in Russia, 
where they had obtained a good Bible training. Some 
of them had also attended short-term Bible schools in 
Russia.

Development in America
Theological training among the Mennonites of Amer

ica began more than one hundred years ago when 
Abraham Hunsicker, a co-worker of John H. Oberholtzer, 
"felt more than ever before the need of a provision for 
more and better knowledge and resolved before God to 
found a school that should afford to others means of 
obtaining that of which he was deprived” before he 
became a minister. Lie opened Freeland Seminary in 
1848. Later this became Ursinus College of the Re
formed Church because Mennonites failed to support 
the institution. Men like John F. Funk, Warren Bean, 
C. H. Wedel and others who became leaders among 
the Mennonites attended this school in their day.

The first Conference institution was Wadsworth Semi-
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nary opened by the General Conference Mennonite 
Church in 1863. Carl j. van der Smissen from Ger
many, who had a good theological training, was among 
the first teachers. Soon after this school was closed, 
Mennonites from Russia, accustomed to their secondary 
school system, joined in the educational efforts. The 
Kansas Conference (the present Western District Con
ference) in cooperation with the Board of Missions 
established the successor to the Wadsworth Sem
inary in 1883 in the Halstead Mennonite Seminary 
or "Mennonitische Fortbildungschule.” The two pri
mary objectives of this institution were to provide a gen
eral and Biblical training or to train teachers, ministers, 
and missionaries. The Emmatal School (1882-1883) 
had taken steps in this direction. In 1S87 Bethel Col
lege was organized absorbing the interests of the Hal
stead school which closed as a conference school in 1893. 
Mennonite Collegiate Institute was founded at Gretna, 
Manitoba, in 1891 and Rosthern Junior College fol
lowed in 1903.

Among the Eastern Mennonites, Elkhart Institute was 
established in 189-1 which was later transferred and 
reorganized as Goshen College. In 1900 Bluffton Col
lege originated, Freeman College in 1903, Tabor College 
in 1908, Hesston College in 1909, and Eastern Menno
nite College in 1917. Canadian Mennonite Brethren 
College, Canadian Mennoninte Bible College and Grace 
Bible College followed later. Numerous Bible schools 
and academies were created, many of which are no longer 
in existence, to furnish secondary and Bible education 
among the Mennonites of America. The story of special
ized seminary training has been related in this issue. 
Mention should also be made of the Fresno Mennonite 
Brethren Bible Seminary established in 1955.

The service of the Bible departments of the colleges 
such as Bethel College, Goshen College, Bluffton Col
lege, Freeman College, Tabor College, Hesston College, 
Eastern Mennonite College and the Canadian Menno
nite colleges has been outstanding in training ministers 
and missionaries for the Mennonite constituency. This 
very significant factor must never be overlooked when 
relating the story of theological training among the Men
nonites of America. First there was an awakening to 
meet the spiritual needs of the world which caused 
the inauguration of large missionary and relief programs, 
and secondly came the realization that for Christian 
service at home and abroad, a special training is neces
sary. This function in addition to the preparation for 
professions like teaching, nursing, medical service, so
cial work and pre-graduate studies has been exceptionally 
well performed by our colleges, some of which have 
trained our ministers, missionaries, Sunday school teach
ers, and community leaders over a period of three gen
erations. Their significant work in the future as they 
prepare workers along these lines, including those who 
will continue to receive a specialized theological train
ing in our seminaries, remains basic.

The Challenge of Our Day
The development among the Mennonites from the 

traditional multiple unsalaried lay ministry to the theo
logically-trained, salaried minister was not so much a 
matter of congregational or conference action, but the 
result of the general development. The Mennonite con
gregations in isolation did not feel the need for a theo
logically trained ministry. The minister was elected from 
the midst of the church members. With the raising of 
the educational and cultural level, the need for a ministry 
that would have at least the same general training as 
the members of the congregation, was felt. This was 
necessary if the younger generation, attending higher 
schools and sharing in the cultural values of the coun
try, was to be won and retained in the brotherhood. 
Thus the choosing of the ministers from the ranks of 
the physicians in the Netherlands and from the teach
ing profession in Russia was often a subconscious effort 
along these lines.

In our day we cannot afford to drift along in this 
area or any other phase of the Christian life. We must 
constructively plan the nurture of all members of the 
church including those who are to serve the church 
as leaders and ministers. The best, most qualified and 
consecrated young men and women must be challenged 
to become leaders in our communities, educators in our 
schools, and ministers in our congregations. W e realize 
today that the minister of the gospel must have a good 
preparation which will help him develop his native 
talent fully so that he can use it to the greatest advantage 
of a local congregation and the kingdom of God in 
general. We have no choice in this matter. We can 
no longer withdraw like our forefathers did. We must- 
have a positive and aggressive program in our church 
outreach, which includes a full theological training of 
our ministers and proper remuneration for their labor 
in the vineyard of the Lord. It is much better to have 
a constructive long-range program along these lines 
than to drift along accepting what is unavoidable, as 
has so often been the case in the past.

ISSUES OF MENNONITE LIFE 

Containing Articles on Mennonite and Religious 

Education:

October, 1957; July, October, 1958; July, October, 
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See also
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‘'M inistry," "Elder," "Bishop," and "Seminaries."
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Seminario Biblico Menonita
By ERNST

OUR Seminario Biblico Menonita was born when 
the concerns of the (Old) Mennonite Mission 
in Argentina and the General Conference 

churches of Paraguay, Brazil and Uruguay met. The 
German-speaking Mennonite communities were sending 
their young people to Canada and the U. S. A. for 
further studies. This involved many expenses and study 
in a language foreign to them. Besides that, the long 
years away from their home environment tended to 
wean them away, so that they came to feel more at 
home in North than in South America. It seemed, 
therefore, increasingly important to have a South Amer
ican school to train young people as leaders for the 
colonies and churches.

The Board of Missions and Charities has done mis
sion work in Argentina since 1917. Twenty-two con
gregations exist there today. For more than thirty 
years the mission has trained its own leaders in the 
Bragado Bible Institute, which is located about 125 
miles west of Buenos Aires. Occasionally students from 
the Paraguayan colonies found their way to the Bragado 
school. Martin Duerksen, now serving the Union Men
nonite Church in Buenos Aires; Hans Wiens, the youth 
leader of the Mennonite Brethren churches in South 
America; and Albert Enns, Mennonite Brethren mission
ary in Asuncion, have received part of their training 
there. This provided a link between the (Old) Menno- 
nitc mission and our colonies in Paraguay. Then came 
the immigration of refugees to Paraguay and Uruguay 
in the years 1947-52, in which (O ld) Mennonite mis
sionaries, particularly Nelson Litwiller, actively partici
pated. These missionaries began to realize the tre
mendous potential for missions which rested in the youth 
of these new settlers. Thus, Nelson Litwiller, who 
had been president for many years of the Bragado Bible 
Institute, now began stirring up interest for an inter- 
Mennonite seminary.

In 1953 a group of representatives of the different 
Mennonite conferences in South America met in Asun
cion for an exploratory meeting. Even though there 
was ground at this stage of the development for think
ing that all Mennonite groups would co-operate in or
ganizing a seminary, the Evangelical Mennonites and 
the Mennonite Brethren conference decided for the 
moment not to join this movement. Nevertheless, the 
(O ld) Mennonites and the General Conference Menno
nite Church went ahead with plans to share expenses 
and be equally responsible for faculty and staff. Monte
video, Uruguay, was selected as the most neutral and

HARDER

centrally located city for the Mennonites of South Ameri
ca, as the home of the new seminary. Argentina was 
blocked, because of increased political tensions. It was 
decided that the seminary should be bilingual.

In April, 1956, the Seminario Biblico Menonita open
ed its doors and a new chapter in Mennonite theological 
education began to be written. Twelve students had 
responded to the invitation. Nelson Litwiller was desig
nated president. John and Marianne Litwiller, LaVerne 
and Harriet Rutschman taught in the Spanish language, 
while subjects in the German language were taken by 
H. H. Epp. In the Spanish department the John Lit- 
willers were replaced by Daniel and Eunice Miller dur
ing the second year, and H. P. Epp took the place of 
H. H. Epp who returned to Canada. In 1958 the Span
ish language faculty remained the same, while Ernst 
Harder replaced H. P. Epp in the German department.

In addition to these full-time faculty members, part- 
time teachers have been used, like Julia Campos and 
Anna Rindsinsky for Spanish grammar and composition 
and music theory respectively. Mrs. Eunice L. Miller 
and Mrs. Harriet Rutschman taught piano. Mrs. Miller 
directed the chorus during the first part of the year and 
Fernandez Arlt during the latter part. Violeta Briatta 
from the Crandon Institute taught special courses on 
woman’s work to the women students. Mrs. Litwiller 
continues to act as housemother and supervises kitchen 
and dining room.

Last year 23 day students and 15 night students com
pleted the school year which runs from the end of 
March to the middle of November. Students come to 
the seminary with varying preparation, which made these 
first years difficult for the teachers. Beginning with 
the 1959 school year the seminary plans to offer several 
courses of study: the theology curriculum, leading
either to a Licentiate in Theology after four years of 
study or a Bachelor in Theology after 3 years for the 
preparation of ministers, teachers and missionaries; the 
3-year Christian workers’ course for church workers; 
and a one-year course of study for laymen. The degree 
requirements are those of leading South American sem
inaries. Many of the courses offered are those found 
listed in our seminary catalogues in the North. Greek, 
English, German and Spanish are offered as languages.

All students are given opportunities in practical work 
during the school year in Sunday school and youth work 
as well as evangelistic activities. Most students are mem
bers of the chorus and in this way have occasion to wit
ness in the penitentiary, Youth for Christ meetings, and
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on different occasions in the city and in the colonies. 
Quartets and trios are also active.

It is a requirement of the seminary that each student 
participate in a practical year before the last year of a 
particular course of study. Last November eight stu
dents completed their third year and are now doing 
practical work under the supervision of experienced 
ministers or missionaries and are required to submit 
regular reports to the president of the seminary.

The school is also serving in other ways. It offers 
night classes in which young people and adults work
ing in the city participate. Each year the two-week 
Winter Bible School for German-speaking pastors and 
laymen attracts an increasing number of participants from 
the colonies.

Once a year the seminary plays host to the monthly 
meeting of the association of evangelical pastors. Many 
of the evangelical pastors and visiting ministers to the 
city are invited to speak in our chapel services.

Although the (Old) Mennonite and General confer
ences are supporting this work on an equal basis, the 
direction comes from the South American Seminary 
Board, which consists of representatives from Paraguay, 
Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina. The seminary is en- 

(Continued on page 96) Seminary Quartet: Heinrich Loewen, Brazil; Walter Thielman,
Heinrich Paetkau and Abram Enns, Paraguay.

Professors of the Seminary:

(Left) Nelson Litwiller, Ernst Harder, LaVerne 
Rutschman, Daniel Miller.

Building with MCC offices and Seminario 
Biblico Menonita with students in Monte

video, Uruguay.
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Union Biblical Seminary in India
By S. T.

AUGUST 15, 1947, the date of the coming of 
independence to India, marked the milestone when 

India became master of her own destiny. Since 
then a silent revolution has been in progress. India 
is hurtling forward from a feudal society into the atomic 
age. What Europe took 250 years to accomplish, India 
is attempting to accomplish in 25 years.

Modern India
Vast programs are on foot in the political, economical, 

industrial, and educational reconstruction of India. In 
addition to these which are changing the land and 
the people, there are other important factors to be 
reckoned with in the future conduct of the Christian 
enterprise: (a) the winds of nationalism blowing with
relentless force; (b) the natural growth in numbers 
and in capable leadership of the church in India, so that 
churches established at the turn of the century or before, 
are approaching spiritual maturity; (c) the vast unevan
gelized population equal to all of both North America 
and South America, plus many more factors besides.

These factors mean: (a) growing churches demand 
that pastors be supplied; (b) nationalism requires Indian 
pastors, not foreigners, serving thus; (c) the education 
of the masses means an educated national ministry of 
a far superior type; (d ) the vast unevangelized popula
tion means that the Indian Christian pastor must have 
a real passion for evangelism in addition to a nurture 
program for the flock. He can then lead his people 
so that the church becomes a vast lay evangelistic move
ment as well as a seed bed of nurture in things of Christ.

Union Biblical Seminary
The Union Biblical Seminary located at Yeotmal, India, 

near the heart of India, seems to be the answer. It is 
the only theological school in India which has com
manded the loyal support of the Mennonites.

There are five missions energetically conducting work 
in India which also have representation in the Menno- 
nite Central Committee. These are the Mennonite Breth
ren, the General Conference Mennonite Church, the 
Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, the United 
Missionary Society, and the Brethren in Christ. Of these 
five, three have from the beginning had co-operative 
status with the Yeotmal Union Biblical Seminary. These 
three are the Board of Missions and Charities, the Gen
eral Conference Mennonite Church, and the United 
Missionary Society. The other two are seriously con
sidering it. This co-operation has consisted of repre
sentation on the Board of Governors, representation if 
possible, on faculty or staff, and making a contribution 
to the annual budget.

MOYER

Thus on the Board of Governors and serving in the 
staff are found such Mennonite names as Blosser, Burk- 
halter, Claassen, Geiger, Groff, while the names of 
Eicher and Burkhardt from non-Mennonite bodies in
dicate that they have had Mennonite connections. In 
addition to the three Mennonite bodies now co-operating, 
there are four more, a total of seven, which have fur
nished the major backing of the institution. These 
four are the Quakers or Friends of Ohio, the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, the Free Methodists, and the 
Conservative Baptists. Besides these there are about 
five other missions with representation on the Board of 
Governors. It is remarkable that of the seven bodies 
which furnish most of the support, three are Menno
nites, one is a Quaker and a fifth has had an ex-Menno- 
nite on its administrative committee, with Mennonite 
names scattered through its personnel.

The Significance of the Seminary
One appraisal of the institution is found in the words 

of Everett Cattell, representing the Ohio Friends, which 
he wrote two years ago, which is still true. In only 
two instances do I make changes to bring figures up to 
date, as of June, 1958. The "students are outstanding. 
I was at the school nearly a week, and got well acquainted 
with the faculty,” he wrote. "We have there some 
really outstanding people. We need have no embarrass
ment. We have over one-hundred students this year, 
and had to turn away five-hundred applicants. Usually, 
when you start a seminary, you put up some buildings, 
look around for a faculty, and then hope that some 
students will turn up. Here it is reversed.” Hundreds 
of "students are knocking at our doors and are being 
turned away. We have in hand an outstanding faculty 
of a quality which most seminaries work for years and 
years to get—while the one thing we do not have is 
buildings or housing for them.”

The students receive their preparation for their life 
work on two levels— (a) the college level, a four-year 
course which grants them a G.Th. degree (G.-Graduate), 
and (b) the post-graduate level, a three-year course which 
grants the B.D. degree. Under the dynamic leadership 
of Frank J. Kline, who received his education in Biblical 
Seminary N. Y., in Princeton, and in Teacher's College, 
Columbia, the growth has been most extraordinary. In 
1951-52 there were 22 students. The next year 25, the 
third year 38, then 47, then 50, then 74, then 101.

The students first came from within the province. 
Then they came from all over India. Then they came 
from Japan, Tanganyika, and Malaya. At first there 
was representation from only three or four missions
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Board, faculty and student body of United Biblical Seminaries, 
Yeotmal, India, 1958 (top). Graduation class, 1958, United Bib
lical Seminary, Yeotmal, India (right). Bishop Athanasius of 
Southern India and Prof. P. T. Gweakwad (below).
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and their churches. By this time last year 33 denomina
tions in India were represented in the student body. 
Thus in the short time of six years from March 1952 
to March 1958 it has become the largest Protestant 
theological seminary on its level in India. Last March 
29 were graduated, which is, as far as is known, the larg
est class ever to graduate from such a school. The average 
of all other theological schools and colleges in India was 
three graduates for the last two years.

The combined Mennonite missions and churches have 
sent more students than any other church body and have 
not lagged behind in contributing faculty members. A 
consideration of the students must take into account 
those from the ancient Syrian Church as found in South 
India. This ancient Christian church experienced a ref
ormation of its own early last century, and from the 
evangelical wing of this church, the Mar Thoma, have 
come some students.

(Continued on page 96)



A group of woman served meals to some 900 guests. Enjoying an old fashioned coffee break (Vesper).

Mennonite Folk Festival9 1959
The Festival started with the butchering on the College campus. Guests are welcomed for the dinner served in the College dining hall.

Photos by D elm ar C. Rem pel
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Richard Wedel, Moundridge Co-op, displays butler churns. Melvin Schmidt as “ W inta" in Low German play by Arnold Dyck.

This year’s Mennonite Folk Festival took place on 
March 6 and 7 starting at 1 p.m. on Friday with the 
butchering of hogs on the Bethel College campus, a dis
play in Memorial Hall, and later, the serving of refresh
ments during the coffee break. A Low German dinner 
was served on Friday evening and a West Prussian menu 
was available on Saturday evening. Otherwise the pro
grams on the two days were identical.

The Low German play by Arnold Dyck, "Wellkoam 
op'e Forstei," and some skits were presented in Memorial 
Hall under the direction of Cornelius Krahn. The Swiss 
play, "Von Russland uf America,” under the direction 
of Mrs. Art Wedel and a Prussian skit, "Hans and 
Lenchen oder 'Brautfete,' 1900,” under the direction of 
Arnold Regier, were presented in the chapel of the Ad
ministration Building. Some 1200 saw the plays during 
the two evenings and some 900 were served meals dur
ing the two days.

The Mennonite Folk Festival, now an annual feature, 
will be continued on a larger scale. Plans for next year 
are already in the making. Many Mennonite communities 
will participate. Suggestions are solicited.

Dressed in their Sunday best of years past these ladies inspect 
butter churns on display at the Mennonite Folk Festival.

Future plans include extensive displays of pioneer household and 
farm tools and artifacts. Demonstrations of early Mennonite craft 

are also being planned.

(Left) The Swiss Mennonites of Volhynia vote to leave Russia and to migrate to America. This play was presented at the Folk Festival 
by Moundridge Mennonites under the direction of Mrs. Art A. Wedel. (Right) Prussian Mennonites present "Brautfete," the practice of 

an engaged couple to visit the relatives. This play was presented at the Folk Festival under the direction of Arnold Regier.
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Arnold Dyck 
at Seventy

By GERHARD WIENS

Arnold Dyck of the "Russlandmennoniten,” their be
loved writer, their hearty humorist, their faithful por
traitist, their enterprising publisher and editor, was 
seventy years old last January.

We from Russia have always held him in the highest 
esteem. But only when we step outside our small Men- 
nonite world and look about us do we realize the un
common stature of this man in our humble midst. His 
accomplishments as publisher and editor would have 
gained recognition anywhere. And if the outside world 
would or could read his works it would be quick to 
acknowledge his art. Our other High German writers 
also are little known outside our fold, but Arnold Dyck 
stands alone as a Low German writer of merit whom 
only his own tiny community can even read.

Verloren in der Steppe is second to none among the 
High German works of Mennonite authors. But it is 
Dyck’s Low German work that must be regarded as 
his most significant and original contribution to the 
world of letters. It can claim a place in the very re
spectable ranks of all German dialect literature. We 
Low Germans from Russia rejoice that, thanks to him, 
we now have a literature in our very own mother tongue. 
It is small and modest in scope, but it is literature. Our 
humble Phmtdietsch has become a medium of artistic 
expression—who would ever have dreamed that!

From Russia to Canada
Arnold Dyck’s seventy years are sharply divided into 

two nearly equal halves, the first spent in Russia and 
Germany, the other in North America. All his writing 
has been done since he came to Canada in 1923, but 
nearly all of it deals with our life in the old country, 
the "good old days” in our beloved villages in the 
Steppe before the avalanche of terror and destruction 
roared down upon us.

Dyck was born on January 19, 1889, at Hochfeld, 
one of the daughter-villages of the Old Colony, between 
Alexandrovsk and Ekaterinoslav (the present Zaporozhe 
and Dnepropetrovsk) Russia. His father was a hard

working farmer and Dyck's childhood life was like that 
of thousands of us Mennonite farm boys—rather severe, 
but secure and contented; rich in simple joys, yet plain 
enough to spur a poetic imagination to create its own 
fairyland. The boy’s gifts were recognized early and 
a wise father sent him to secondary school, even though 
in those years a farmer’s son was supposed to stay on 
the farm and not waste his youth and his father’s money 
on useless education which would only make him "stuck 
up.” After secondary school and three years at the School 
of Commerce at Ekaterinoslav young Dyck went to Ger
many and studied art at Munich for one year. He con
tinued his art studies for two more years at Moscow 
and St. Petersburg until World War I claimed him for 
four years of service at Ekaterinoslav. The remaining 
years in Russia he taught in Mennonite secondary schools. 
During the famine of 1921-23 he was local director 
of the American Mennonite Relief and afterwards held 
an administrative post in the great emigration movement. 
He came to Manitoba himself in 1923.

Editor and Publisher
It was indeed fortunate for the Mennonite press 

and literature that Dyck very soon found the work for 
which he was so eminently qualified by education and 
talent. He became editor of the Steinbach Post, a Men
nonite German-language weekly established by the early 
settlers who had come to Manitoba during the first great 
exodus of Mennonites from Russia in the 1870's. It 
was in his Post that he first tried his beloved Plautdietsch
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on his readers with ''Belauschte Gespräche,” unpreten
tious humorous conversations among typical Mennonite 
farmers.

In 1936 Dyck gave up the editorship of the Stein bach 
Post to devote himself completely to a new publishing 
venture which he had started the year before, the 
Meunouitiscbe Warte, an illustrated monthly magazine. 
With this courageous undertaking Dyck was a pioneer. 
It was the first Mennonite periodical of America de
voted to literature and art. Dyck was astonished to 
discover how many writers and poets there were among 
us who had never had even the prospect of an audience 
and who eagerly welcomed the opportunity to be heard 
at last. He set up a department, "Onkel Peters Ge
schichtenverein,” in which the lovable Uncle Peter 
chats delightfully with Mennonite children all over the 
world and prints their delighted responses and their 
very creditable creative contributions. The magazine 
brought numerous photographs from Mennonite life, 
past and present, in every issue and in some even an 
art reproduction. There were short stories and poems, 
articles on Mennonite life and history, first printings 
of historical documents, and every little nook was filled 
with charming Low German nursery rhymes.

Our people had never had anything like the Warte 
and received it with delight. It was such a new feeling 
to have a magazine that was all their own, in which 
they saw and heard themselves and not somebody else, 
no matter how kindred, as for example in magazines 
from Germany. Since heretofore all our publications 
had borne a pronounced religious character it is a credit 
to our clergy that it showed no intolerance toward the 
"worldly” character of this magazine, but on the con
trary supported it and even contributed to it. The 
Warte never preached or instructed, but the culturally 
alert Mennonite found in it what neither our religious 
papers nor "outside” periodicals had ever offered him: 
himself—not somebody else and not only part of himself. 
It was eagerly read by German-speaking Mennonites from 
Russia everywhere—in Canada, the United States, South 
America and Germany. But it soon became apparent that 
a community of twenty-five or thirty thousand was just too 
small to support its own periodical, no matter how popu
lar. Dyck could not go on subsidizing it with his own 
means and after four years discontinued publication, a sad 
man consoled only by the stunned sorrow of his readers.

A few years later Dcyk, undaunted, made another 
attempt with the Warte-Jahrhuch, an annual in the man
ner of the Warte. Here once more appeared our Men
nonite life, past and present, in all its vigor and variety. 
Our own men and women once more gave eager support 
with their contributions. Alas, the Jahrbuch too had 
to fold after two years (1943-44) for want of subscrip
tions.

As a final flicker of the doomed flame appeared 
Mennonitische Auslese in 1951, a year’s digest of his
torical and literary items from the Mennonite press. Dyck

had particularly hoped for enough material of literary 
quality to keep his digest going. This was to have 
inspired our writers and poets to continued productivity. 
To his great disappointment, his files at the end of the 
year were practically empty and there could be no digest 
of the quality he had had in mind. The Anslese died. 
Yet many a reader must have regretted Dyck's unwill
ingness to lower his standards just enough to nurse a 
thing along which deserved to live. The one issue of 
the Auslese contains a number of items of lasting value.

Dyck also tried to advance Mennonite letters by pub
lishing books by our authors, but again the small audience 
turned his efforts into financial failures. (It must be 
remembered that in proportion to our numbers we buy 
many more books than the general American public. 
Alas, there are so few of us.) Yet these books were 
worth publishing and would have been lost to us if it 
had not been for Arnold Dyck. The same must be 
said about all his other unsuccessful publishing endeav
ors: he failed only financially. Culturally he won de
cisively and magnificently. Warte, Warte-Jahrbuch, 
Auslese—only seven volumes, but in them is preserved 
a faithful and fascinating record of much Mennonite 
life. There would be no such record if it had not been 
for Arnold Dyck.

Another pioneer publishing enterprise of paramount 
cultural importance, but which for once is paying its way 
—though just barely— is the "Echo-Verlag,” a book 
society which he heads and whose modest membership 
fees insure the publication of books on the history and 
life of the Mennonites from Russia. The late D. H. 
Epp and he founded the society fifteen years ago, which 
since then has brought out thirteen volumes. Some of 
them are reprints of rare items published long ago in 
Russia. Others are original works. For somebody who 
is not a historian himself, Dyck has made some monu
mental contributions to our history. Yet while he has 
worked to insure the preservation of so many records 
for future times, his deepest satisfaction has come from 
the knowledge that he has put them into the hands of 
the living for enjoyment now. Indeed, the history of 
our people has been less his concern than the people 
themselves and what it was in them that made history. 
This interest in the people has also inspired all his 
creative writing, and thus it too becomes a contribution 
to our history. But here the artist outshines the historian.

Art “op Plautdietsch”
Over and above the difficulties with which every writer 

has to grapple when he attempts to mold reality into 
art, our writers have always had to face the problem of 
language. We have long been a bilingual people and 
have enjoyed the benefits but also suffered the hard
ships of two native languages. While High German 
was our language in school and church and in all our 
writing, Low German was the language of our homes 
and villages and truly our mother tongue. We were 
plautdietsch through and through, yet our deepest con-
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cern, our religion, was expressed in High German. For
tunately, through age-old tradition, we had become quite 
used to this incisive compartmentalization of our minds. 
Sermons, prayers, hymns, even our "Weihnachtswünsche,” 
were simply unthinkable in Low German. In the High 
German compartment also belonged our letter-writing. 
We wrote High German letters to our own mother who 
would have fallen over if we had suddenly spoken to 
her in Hoagdietsch. Our newspapers used High Ger
man exclusively. The first cautious efforts of our authors 
were written in High German. No wonder our people 
did not know what to make of it when, before World 
War I, Jakob Heinrich Janzcn of Tiege, Molochnaya 
Colony, not only wrote and printed but even staged a 
one-act play in Plan! die tub. They were startled, some 
were shocked, but most were pleased with the novelty 
and welcomed the two Low German plays which Janzen 
published soon afterwards. (See about J. H. Janzen 
in July, 1951, issue of Mennonite Life.)

But nobody followed the pioneer until a quarter cen
tury later when Arnold Dyck began running his ''Be
lauschte Gespräche” in the Steinbacb Post. Each "Abend” 
of the series was a humorous scene complete in itself, 
but continuity was assured through the use of the 
same set of characters, Mennonite "bush farmers” from 
the vicinity of Steinbach. "Belauschte Gespräche” al
ready reveal Dyck the humorist, the keen observer of 
our folkways, the man who, if he does not know us 
better than anybody, is certainly without peer in por
traying us. The series was continued in the Warte, and 
its popularity encouraged the author to put its charac
ters into a story and make a book of it. Such was the 
origin of Koop enn Bua op Reise and its sequel, Koop 
enn Bua joare nao Toronto. During the next several 
years they were followed by two books of short stories 
and three plays.

While Janzen was the first to use our dialect in writing 
at all, Dyck is the pioneer of Low German narrative 
prose. Janzen had chosen the drama because it allowed 
him to use our dialect with the least need for deviation

from everyday speech; he could just let his characters 
talk the way we all talked. But nobody before Dyck 
haci ever attempted to write a story in our Low German. 
LIe wisely kept his story simple in order not to tax unduly 
an. admittedly limited medium of expression. It is 
clear that one of the prime reasons for Dyck’s supremacy 
as a Low German stylist has been his unerring sense 
of the capabilities of his tool, above all of its shortcom
ings. He was aware of what this "peasant language” 
could never attempt to do; but he also knew how sur
passingly well it could do what it had learned through 
centuries of use within the narrow confines of our 
everyday life. What Dyck has accomplished with our 
Cinderella dialect is amazing.

Throughout all his creative work Dyck has remained 
content to portray our simple life and our plain people. 
But he knows us so well that to him his subject is not 
simple at all but quite complex and immensely rich in 
possibilities. And he always remains true. We too 
know our clan well enough that we would have detected 
any falseness in our image.

Dialect literature generally favors the humorous treat
ment of its subject. The authors are afraid that, since 
a dialect is traditionally looked down upon as inferior 
to the standard language, readers might consider it 
perhaps good enough for comedy but unsuitable, nay 
ludicrous, for any serious theme. But Arnold Dyck 
has demonstrated in one of his short stories Twee Breew 
that our dialect does not lack the dignity and depth even 
for tragedy. Yet we are all glad that Dyck’s work is 
nearly all light in tone, for in humor lies his strength. 
His books are full of laughter of many kinds. There 
is pungent satire and fine irony, rollicking jocularity, 
farce and buffoonery with gusto and brilliant clowning, 
devastating caricature, roguish merriment and sprightly 
whimsicality, and instance after instance of "Situations
komik.” And all this in our (or should I say Dyck’s?) 
humor-saturated dialect which often is quite enough 
in itself to make a "Russländer” laugh or at least 
chuckle within himself. My copies of Dyck’s Low Ger-

“ Koop enn Bua,” typical Low German characters, have a “ collision”  while on their journey. (Drawings by Arnold Dyck.)



The scene in South Russia described in Arnold Dyck’s “ Verloren in der Steppe.” (Drawing by Arnold Dyck.)

man books are dark with underlining where I have 
marked sentences, expressions, and even words which 
are a pure delight in PI ant diets ch, and only in P la ni
di etscb.

Verloren in der Steppe
With Verloren in der Steppe Dyck joined the ranks of 

our writers in High German. It is his only creative 
work in that language, his largest and most ambitious. 
This story is a jewel that would not have gone unno
ticed in the larger world of High German letters if 
only it had been given a chance to be seen there. But, 
like all his other works, Dyck published it modestly 
"im Selbstverlag” and was content to have his own 
people know about it and read it.

Much as he loves our dialect, Dyck chose his second 
mother tongue as a more flexible, more refined medium 
for his story of large scope and deep inwardness. With 
it he furnished another example of a frequently ob
served fact: writing skill is transferable from language to 
language; a stylist is apt to be a stylist in any of the 
languages he has mastered. Arnold Dyck is a consum
mate stylist in both High and Low German.

Verloren in der Steppe is the story of a childhood in 
a village of the Old Colony Chortitza, during the 1890's. 
It is largely Dyck’s poetic remembrance of his own ten
der years. With a poet like Dyck it was only natural 
that such a remembrance would embrace the child's 
entire immediate environment. As a result, we have
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in the story a panorama, vast in scope and rich in loving 
detail, of Mennonite life during a whole period, those 
peaceful, contented decades when everything seemed 
right with the world and actually pretty much was right 
with our little Mennonite world which never dreamed 
that it was soon to be drowned in blood and horror. 
No other work about our Russian past (and we have 
some excellent ones) gives us so complete, so vivid a 
picture of our everyday life as Dyck’s story.

It is consistently realistic, yet it is sheer poetry. For 
Dyck there is no conflict between realism and poetry. 
And is not that the most genuine poetry which does 
not need to ignore reality, nor even sublimate it, but 
only see it whole? We from our plain, rude villages 
in Russia are grateful to Dyck for having revealed to 
us the poetry in our life there. We loved our life, 
but we did not think much of it was poetry. Pigs, 
for example. Dyck’s Hänschen is an unabashed little 
poet and loves pigs, especially little pigs (who wouldn t 
when they are called "Ferkel” ?), and plays with them 
endlessly. He soon smells to high heaven, is chased 
out of the house, he retires to his favorite seat of revery, 
the sill (not so clean) of the stable door, and listens 
with rapture to the first spring bird. A spring bird is 
fully accredited stock-in-trade of poetry—but pigs, even 
"Ferkel” ? "Dem Reinen ist alles rein,” and all is poetry 
to Arnold Dyck, God bless him! Nearly all is laughter 
to him too. Joy wells up irresistibly and bubbles and 
rings through Eden on a sparkling morning in the spring 
of life. Scattered through this happy book are the 
author's charming pen and ink drawings which reveal 
the same keenness of observation, the same sensitivity 
and humor as characterize his writing. Such is Dyck’s 
great gift to us, Verloren in der Steppe.

Are there further gifts to come? We know that he 
has not been idle since his latest book appeared in 1952. 
There are thousands of his faithful readers who anxious
ly hope that he will not tarry too much longer with 
his next book.

I Visit Arnold Dyck
Some time ago I began a study of the folklore and 

folkways of the Mennonites in and from Russia, and 
in the summer of 1958 a grant from the Faculty Re
search Committee of the University of Oklahoma made 
it possible for me to do research at the Bethel College 
Historical Library and field work among Mennonites 
of Manitoba. This enabled me to visit Arnold Dyck 
at Winnipeg last summer. We had corresponded with 
each other and, having found the same geniality and 
high spirits in his letters as in his books, I was sure that 
meeting him would be fun. It was.

I introduced myself "op plautdietsch” and he greeted 
me in that warm baritone voice which, for no sensible 
reason, I had expected from his pictures. We sat down 
and began talking like men who ought to have gotten 
together years ago. The questions I had filed in my

Hänschen dreaming in “ Verloren in der Steppe."

mind to ask him I forgot immediately. For he kept 
turning the current of talk away from himself and 
toward me and my folklore study. This man who has 
already done more than anybody in chronicling Men
nonite life, whose works are a veritable gold mine for 
my study, talked about my modest beginnings and groan
ed because I had not started this project a quarter cen
tury ago when there were still so many old-timers to 
interview.

We switch back and forth between Low and High 
German. He helps me out whenever my Plautdietsch 
falters (I had spoken it once in twenty-eight years), and 
I stop him every' little while to note down a particularly 
fine Low German expression which I had never heard 
or had not thought of since I left Russia. When I ask 
him to read from his Low German works and let me 
record it on tape for permanent preservation he tries 
to dissuade me. But I get to make my recordings the 
next day. His rollicking stories sound even funnier 
when he reads them. Now, when I read them I 
hear them in his voice. (I do reread his works from 
time to time, and I have found thc-m to gain on re
reading, which is one of the proofs of quality.)

One evening we are invited out to friends. As we 
get into my car and are about to start off, our animated 
conversation (it was always so) makes me forget to 
release the brake. He makes some remark about cus
tomary procedure and absent-minded academics. Etj 
sie een niedatrachtja Mensch,” he explains. I decide 
this "nasty fellow” would always be a world of fun.

And the evening was hilarious, all plautdietsch, both 
oltkolniesch and molosch, with all the raillery which the 
clash between two factions of a tribe can bring forth. 
How we laughed!

That is how I remember Arnold Dyck.
(For list of Dyck's writings see page 95)
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Rmolil Dyck as a literacy M s t
By WARREN KLIEWER

MILE the stories and plays of Arnold Dyck 
are gradually becoming better known, the 
number of his readers is still small. Perhaps 

one reason for the neglect of his skillful writing is that 
even scholars writing about him have not paid careful 
enough attention to his stories as literary art. The 
humor in Dyck's plays is noted and enjoyed. But no 
writer has attempted to study Dyck’s humor rigorously. 
The characters are recognized as believable and delight
ful human beings. But no scholar or critic has treated 
them analytically with the insight due to literary crea
tions. And there are numerous other aspects of the 
writing which have not received serious attention.

I should like to deal with only one aspect of Dyck's 
fiction, his handling of the difficult and subtle problem 
of point of view. We may define point of view as the 
technique of creating a stable point from which the 
action is seen. Ordinarily, this stable position is within 
one character, or else it is outside all of the action as 
in the drama. In writing a short story or a novel, the 
writer is faced with a series of choices to be made be
fore the narrative can become finished art. The writer 
must first of all find a point of view which is inter
esting to his readers. If the story is to have a nar
rator, the speaker must be rich enough to carry the 
readers to the last page. The narrator must be per
ceptive enough to notice and articulate enough to de
scribe the actions of the other characters. The narrator 
must be chosen in such a way that what he sees and 
does is consistent not only with the theme but also 
with the mood of the story. So the list of questions 
goes. And many more problems could be added that 
complicate a writer’s choices even further. Thus, when 
a writer chooses a point of view well, he has done a 
remarkable thing. When he chooses brilliantly, when 
he chooses the kind of character that will carry the 
action of the story beyond the limits of simple narra
tive, the author deserves enthusiastic praise.

In two places, it seems to me, Arnold Dyck has chosen 
his narrators brilliantly. Interestingly enough, both of 
these narrators are children. Both of them simplify 
the complexities of the grown-up world and still manage 
to convey the pathos and sorrow of adult life. Both of 
these narrators, being naive and lively children, convey 
humor to the reader. Thus in these two places Dyck 
is able to show a tragic side of mature life, but he 
is able to deal with the tragedy humorously by means 
of his use of childish narrators. He gives his readers 
a double vision of the action.

Haenschen and Lena
One of these scenes is in the first chapter, "Lena,” of 

Verloren in der Steppe. After the protagonist of the 
narrative, Hänschen, a five-year-old boy, is introduced, 
Dyck manages in a few sentences to scale the world 
down to the observations of the child. For example, 
the whole complex problem of desire and moral re
sponsibility is transformed through the boy’s mind to 
his not being allowed to eat any Rollkuchen.

An diesem Muss und Muss-nicht scheitern nur zu 
oft Hänschens verschiedene Gelüste, besonders seine 
Küchengelüste, (p. 5.)

Likewise, illness cannot be understood by the boy, and 
he can see only that his sister does not play with him.

Was überhaupt mit dem Mädel nur ist! Wenn sie 
krank wäre, wie Mutter sagt, so müsste sie doch in der 
Schlafbank liegen, ausgezogen, unter der Federdecke. 
Ja, und Mutter müsste bei ihr sitzen, ihr nasse Tücher 
auf den Kopf legen und ihr etwas aus der Medizin
dose eingeben! Lena liegt aber nicht unter der 
Decke, sie ist angekleidet wie immer, sitzt in der 
Schlafbankecke mit hochgezogenen Knien, an ein 
Kissen gelehnt und sieht immer nur so teilnahmslos 
vor sich hin. (p. 5-6.)
In this manner Dyck proceeds to build up the scene 

leading to the death of the little girl. Certainly the 
pathos is effectively rendered by using the small boy’s 
vision. The author, however, is not content to employ 
only a double dose of pathos—a technique used and 
overused in hundreds of cheap novels— for the mood 
which he intends to create is far more rich and complex. 
In the manner of a careful literary craftsman, Dyck 
wisely chooses to develop only one mood at a time; 
therefore, after the death of the girl and in the midst 
of the grief of the family, he begins to render another 
dimension in the scene. After Hänschen’s brother 
Berend has told him that the girl is dead, the small 
boy begins to cry, not because of grief but because 
he sees the older boy crying.

Er fällt zurück aufs Kissen und weint nun hem
mungslos. Wegen Berend weint er. Weil dem etwas 
so Schlimmes zugestossen ist. Denn das muss schon 
was sehr, sehr Schlimmes sein, wenn der darüber so 
laut weint, (p. 11.)

Gradually and subtly Dyck develops the incongruity 
between the pathos of the girl's death and Hänschen’s 
feelings about the situation, until the reader finds the 
boy feeling proud that his family has become the center 
of a great deal of attention.

A P R I L  1 9 5 9 85



Es kommen und gehen viele Menschen . . . Aber 
trotz der vielen Menschen ist es sehr still im Hause. 
Niemand spricht laut. Und im Vorderhaus, wo die 
Tote liegt, unterhält man sich im Flüsterton. Da 
hinein wollen die Besucher alle. Und Hänschen muss 
sie dahin führen. Er kommt sich dabei recht wichtig 
vor. Überhaupt ist er ein bisschen stolz, dass in ihrem 
Hause etwas vorgefallen ist, das so viele Menschen 
herbei führt, (p. 12.)

Being a perceptive and intelligent child, Hänschen of 
course attempts to understand the meaning of the death. 
He listens patiently, condescendingly, a little skeptically 
to the solutions which adults offer him. And yet his 
five-year-old mind recognizes that their answers are 
inadequate, for adults have offered a simplified solu
tion to a complex, adult problem, while Hänschen is 
concerned with only a childish problem, his anticipation 
of Christmas.

Er lässt es sich auch geduldig immer wieder er
klären, dass Lena jetzt im Himmel und ein kleiner 
Engel ist, und dass sie es dort viel, viel besser habe 
als hier auf dieser schlechten Erde. Hänschen nimmt 
das alles in gutem Glauben auf, wenn er es auch nicht 
verstehen kann, dass man das dann alles mit so trau
rigem Gesichte und oft mit Tränen in den Augen sagt. 
Ihm scheint das Sterben und Totsein unter solchen 
Umständen gar nicht so traurig zu sein. Und er beant
wortet daher auch die immer wieder an ihn gestellte 
Frage, ob er nicht auch schon jetzt sterben wolle, um 
mit Lena zusammen im Himmel zu sein, ohne weiteres 
mit ja. "Aber erst nach Weihnachten,” fügt er dann 
doch noch hinzu. Denn es ist Anfang Dezember, 
Weihnachten steht vor der Tür, und Weihnachten ist 
es doch auch hier ganz hübsch. Warum sie über 
diese Antwort dann lächeln, das weiss Hänschen nicht 
recht. Es ist ihm eine ganz ernste Sache, das mit dem 
Sterben und mit Weihnachten, (p. 12.)

And when the coffin is being decorated, Hänschen, un
impressed with the gravity or the ritual or even the 
necessity of the ceremony, notices only the pretty little 
hammer.

Nein, was das für ein zierliches Hämmerlein ist, 
das da bei den anderen Sachen im Kästchen liegt. So 
eins hat Hänschen noch nie gesehen. Das wäre etwas 
für seine kleine Hand. Die Hämmer aus Peters Werk
statt sind alle so schwer . . . Und durch das Hämmer
lein werden seine Gedanken auch wieder mehr auf 
irdische Dinge und Wünsche gelenkt, (p. 14-15.)
Thus, avoiding sentimentality, always maintaining a 

stable and mature equilibrium above the touching family 
scene, Dyck develops two moods ainning parallel with 
each other. The author allows his reader to feel the 
sorrow of a family that has lost a small daughter, and 
at the same time creates with affectionate humor the 
simplified point of view of the five-year-old boy. And 
the reader feels still a third presence in the scene, the 
author who watches dispassionately while the contra
dictory moods unfold and who remains faithful to the 
reality of life which is composed of these contradictions. 
The reader sees the death of the little girl from the 
standpoint of those who grieve and of the one who

does not understand, and from the dispassionate view
point which is able to assimilate both the sorrow and 
the humor.

Oomtje Koschinj
In Dee Millionda von Kosejeld Dyck has achieved 

an even more brilliant artistic success. Not only has 
he built a closely knit structure which appears to meander 
slowly and aimlessly at the beginning, which then pro
ceeds to a subtle weaving of all the narrative threads 
into the climax, and which ends cleanly and without 
superfluous comment after the denouement; not only 
has Dyck bound together closely and consistently the 
diction, the theme, and the characters; not only has he 
controlled the point of view in such a way that the 
conclusion of the story rises to a delicate mixture of 
pathos and humor; but throughout the story he has 
conveyed the impression of ease, complete artlessness, 
the simplicity of a child’s conversation.

Let us again look more closely at the point of view 
and the way in which it relates to the humor. Dyck 
uses some of his usual devices of humor: the substi
tution of one noun for another, for example, and gro
tesque description and the droll tone of a knowing 
narrator pretending to be ignorant. This is evident 
in the description of the face of the major character 
of the story, Unde Koschinj, the "night watchman . . . 
village czar, gravedigger, millionaire, and horse skinner.” 

Äwajens wea uck von sin Jesejht nijh väl to seene, 
daut lag gaunz unja Struck—daut heet Boat wull etj 
saje. Boat enn Oagebrone enn aulahaund aundre Hoa, 
dee am ut Näs enn Oore ’rutwosse. Enn doamet hab 
etj dann aul veröde, daut hee uck 'ne Näs haud. Jo, 
dee wea doa uck enn stoak onsjefäa meddwäajs twe- 
schen Pelzmetz enn Haulsbinj rut, no dee Bucksied 
ban versteit sitj. Een Mul woat doa mank’em Struck 
uck woll woa jewast senne. Weens von unjre Näs 
woa räd hee, wann hee räd, enn von doa schmackst 
daut uck, wann hee aut, enn uck dee Piep fädemd 
hee en dee Jäajend woa ’nen, wann he schmeatjt. 
Oba dee Roak kaum 'rut wor’a wull. (p. 7-8.)
The whole tale is told from the point of view of a 

young boy, Peter Friesen. As in Verloren in der Steppe, 
so in Dee Millionda von Kosejeld we find the whole 
world narrowed down to the limits of a child's compre
hension. After describing Unde Koschinj’s physical 
appearance, the boy mentions the traditional philosophi
cal distinction between the body and the soul, and 
then he shrugs off the distinction as being too difficult 
for him.

Daut wea Oomtje Koschinj vone Butakaunt, enn 
met dee haud etj ’et en mine easchte Betjsetiet noch 
meerendeels mau to doone, fe dee Mensdie äre Ben- 
nasied haud etj noch nijh väl Tiet, eena kaun je nijh 
aides o peenmol. (p. 9.)
While in Verloren we saw the child looking at an 

adult problem, the point of view functions in a more 
complex way in "Dee Milüonäa.” In the latter story 
Dyck very carefully points out the close sympathy be-
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tween Unde Kosdiinj and the small boys of the village. 
When Unde Kosdiinj has married a woman who turns 
out to be hypodiondriac, the old man will complain 
to no one but the small boys.

Ons Junges fung ’et äwa onsem Nachtwajhta een- 
fach aim to jaumre, wann we sage, daut bee em 
Somma met’e Schildmetz gone musst, enn wann we 
heade, daut hee sit; aule Dach wausche musst enn aum 
Sinnowend sogoa de Oore, dee am doavon dann weh 
deede enn aufladade, enn daut hee sit; omet Mul 'rom 
dän Boat een bat utaste musst, daut am dee Jreewe 
doa nijh hen je bleewe, wann ’et mol waltje gauf. Enn 
iedl sowaut. Enn dee oama Maun deed daut aides enn 
schull nijh mol sea Iud, enn daut uck bloss to ons 
Junges. . . . (p. 18.)

And to no one but the small boys will Uncle Koschinj 
reveal the secret of what happened to the half million 
rubles.

 ̂Dee tjreeje aula toop nuscht ut dee Lied rut. Dee 
Koschinjsche wisst nuscht, enn waut hee wea, Oomtjc 
Koschinj, dee wull nuscht weete, he jniesad bloss een 
bat. Nä, dee tjreaje aula nuscht ut dee Lied rut. Oba 
ons Jehaunn enn dee aundre Junges, dee tjreaie.
(P; 23.)

But just as carefully Dyck points out that the narrator 
is Uncle Koschinj’s favorite. Thus, by means of care
ful manipulation of the point of view, Dyck has created 
a story in which the narrator, a child, looks at an old 
man who is more child than man.

Through the eyes of these two children the reader 
sees and understands the adult problem which both 
characters see but do not understand, and the reader 
can participate on any of the levels portrayed. When 
Uncle Koschinj and his wife have gone to Odessa to 
claim their inheritance and have then asked to return 
to Kosefeld, we can sympathize with the literal-minded 
boys who know that the old man was cheated.

Enn donn, donn talde se Ju dee blanke Million 
op’m Desch?— froage de Junges enn hilde rajht dän 
Odem aun.

Dee Million?—Oomtje Koschinj glupt een bat no 
aule Siede, auf doa uck tjeen von dee Odasche Lied 
dichtbie wea, enn säd donn gaunz stelltjes: Dee Mil

lion, von dee haude dee Harrschofte vejäte.
Waut; Vejäte!?—säde dee Junges,—vejäte?! Oba 

donn trumpst Ji doch op!
Mia musst Oomtje Koschinj jrodentoo een bat 

schmustre äwa dee domme Junges, daut dee nuscht 
von Miilione vestunde, enn nuscht von Odass, enn 
wo daut aules nuscht jiiaje Kosefeld es. (p. 28)

While we laugh at the old man’s naively thinking that 
he is wise to the ways of the city, we can also sympathize 
with his profound relief at being allowed to return 
to his simple life surrounded by small things and small 
problems.

Enn donn—vetald Oomtje Koschinj wieda—weere 
dee Harrschofte wajhjefoare, haude an verhiia oba 
noch dee Bonbiletta enn uck tijen Selwarubel op’m 
Desch jelajt. . . .

Jo, enn nu weere se dann wada tus, enn wann hee 
noch een mol een Powestje treajh, daut hee sitj ut 
Swistunowtje eenen Breef hole suit, dann wurd hee 
an waut kwoatje. Jo, daut wurd’a. (p. 28-29.)
Arnold Dyck is not a didactic writer who saws away 

at a feeble plot in order to prove a moral point. He 
is not a satirist who inveighs against contemporary 
vice or folly. But he is, I believe, a good deal more 
than a simple humorist whose only intention is to enter
tain: Dee Alii Honda von Kosefeld bears this out by 
making a serious statement. For Dyck, while strictly 
maintaining the first person point of view, still shows 
the characters and situations from all sides. Subtly 
adding complexity to complexity, he climaxes the devel
opment by ambiguously suggesting that Uncle Koschinj 
actually was not cheated, that he realized that the love 
of money was the root of at least his own evils, that 
he deliberately gave up the half million Russian rubles.

Mine Oole? . . . hia tjitjt, dit es äa Jebädboak.— 
Hee schloag dee easchte Sied op enn wees met’m 
Fin ja. Dee Junges tjitjte, enn doa stunde dann, met 
Tint jemolt, dree scheewe Tjrieza. See ji—säd Oomtje 
Koschinj—dit’s äre Unjaschreft, mine Oole äre, op dit 
Boak musst see mi schweere enn unjaschriewe, daut 
see tjeene Millione-Ooms mea baud, nijh en Russland 
uck nijh en Amerikau, nijh Iäwendje uck nijh doodje. 
(P* 29.)

The Popularity of Dyck’s Writings

By ELISABETH PETERS

FOR many years my husband and I taught in the 
small Mennonite community of Horndean in Man
itoba. To appreciate Horndean, set right in the 

prairie in the path of the winds and the gold of the 
western sun, one has to know the quality of its people, 
and develop a complete disregard for the condition of 
its streets and roads in rainy weather.

Its young people, I am sure, are no different from 
those of other Mennonite communities in the area. One 
characteristic is common to them all: they love their

Low Germa.x and play-acting; the latter, perhaps, being 
a natural expression of the exuberance of youth and its 
interpretation of life. Given all these favorable factors, 
there is, however, a great dearth of suitable material and 
a heavy demand for the ever-popular Low German play.

Small wonder, then, that Arnold Dyck reached more 
of our Mennonite youth through his plays than through 
his other works. Dee Fria, Wellkoam op’e Forstei, and the 
collection of humorous shorter pieces in Ouse Lied, all 
proved equally popular.
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While we were in Horndean, we presented De Fria 
and Wellkoam op’e Forstei to capacity local audiences 
for several nights. We were then invited by several sur
rounding towns to go on tour, and here, in most in
stances, repeat performances were played to capacity 
audiences to accommodate the long lines of would-be 
viewers. Whether it be the appeal of the innocent, bare
foot, whip-cracking infant terrible, Fraunzke, the saucy 
pertness of "onse Neet, daut Tjitjel,” or the marriage- 
scheming, good-natured, energetic Mumtje Funksche, 
Dyck lent them a genuinely Mennonite theme, a humor
ous dialogue, and a heart-warming setting, which charmed 
actors and audiences alike.

Besides the benefits of the laughs the audience derives 
from the somewhat "unladylike” humor in the Forstei 
plays, I have always felt they were a valuable means of 
conveying a colorful bit of the history of our people to a 
rapidly forgetting Mennonite public.

After the "Plautdietsche Tour,” the proceeds of which 
went to charitable organizations, MCC, Red Cross, etc., 
except for a small portion set aside for an excursion for 
the group, we took the Horndean High School for a 
week-end trip to Kenora, Ontario. While we were en
joying a cruise on a small pleasure-ship, one of the boys

playfully remarked to his partner: "Du best ons to lang, 
Schwoaga. Di mott wi tjarta moake.” Immediately three 
young co-passengers stepped up with: "Se ji ut Burkutt 
oda Schwarzwald?” A group from Gruenthal, Manitoba, 
who had presented the Forstei there, were also enjoying 
the week-end at the lake. "Nä, Mensch, etj sie bloss een 
efache Moloschna,” answered one of our boys, who I’m 
sure had never heard of Molotschna or "Olt Kolnia” 
before.

By a quirk of coincidences, a few weeks ago we met a 
young Mennonite student in a restaurant in Marburg. 
Somehow the conversation turned to Arnold Dyck. "Nä 
Lied, sennt ji op latzt de Horndeana ut Burkutt?” ex
claimed our new acquaintance. He was one of the Gruen
thal group we met on the cruise.

Perhaps because Dyck is so true an artist, he is re
tiring and withdrawn when with strangers, and very 
modest. Although he was a frequent, well-liked week
end visitor at our home in Horndean, he failed to turn 
up when our Drama Group invited him to be present 
at a performance by popular request.

Surely this milestone in Arnold Dyck’s life is an ap
propriate time to tender to the one who has given so 
much to so many of us, our sincere thanks.

With "Koop enn Btia” on a Journey

By VICTOR PETERS

THE Mennonites have produced only a bare hand
ful of significant writers, and to this select group 
belongs Arnold Dyck. But no other Mennonite 

writer has so completely identified himself with the 
Mennonite Gemeinschaft. It is Dyck’s singular gift that 
as his pen touches the paper, the background contours, 
whether the subject is placed in Russia or in Canada, by 
Arnold Dyck’s wand, are transformed into most familiar 
Mennonite settings.

Arnold Dyck’s varied talents are reflected in the diver
sity of his literary output. The short story Tire Brew 
tugs at the heart with its nostalgia and human tragedy. 
The Verloren in der Steppe books pulsate with the life of 
a world, a Mennonite world, which has forever receded 
beyond the horizon of time. When one reads Verloren 
in der Steppe one forgets that there were but a few Men
nonite villages scattered in the vastness of Russia; one is 
only aware that here life was good, life was full, life 
had meaning.

While Arnold Dyck’s serious themes appeal more to the 
maturer reading public, his light comedies, especially 
De Fria, succeeded in capturing the younger generation. 
In many Canadian communities De Fria has been pro
duced and presented with gusto. It, like Dyck’s other 
plays, is characterized by heavy Mennonite humor. The 
pcint-devise of sophisticated writers would hardly be in 
place here.

It should be inserted that Low German in Canada is 
and will remain for a long time a vital lingual medium 
among Mennonites. By writing in Low German, Dyck 
has given new vigor to the language. Thus, when Manito
ba received a Mennonite radio station at Altona which 
beams its message far beyond the confines of that province, 
what should be more natural than that its programming 
should include some items in Low German. For many 
months the writer of these lines read Arnold Dyck’s 
Koop enn B/ta stories to a large radio audience. With 
Koop enn Bit a the listeners made the perilous journey to 
Saskatchewan.

Koop enn B/ta returned and their car broke down be
fore they reached home. When the reader asked whether 
the listeners would venture on another trip with the 
travel-happy Koop enn Bn a, the response was most gen
erous. Some letters contained dollar bills intended as 
fares. And the staunch pair launched their memorable 
journey to Ontario. Again the great challenges on the 
way, winding through Chicago for instance, are stoically 
overcome; more serious arc the problems that face the 
travelers when they have to decide where to eat.

As a writer Arnold Dyck is a realist. A meticulous 
observer, he describes life as he sees it and as it vibrates 
around him. He is a great artist. But to us he is more; 
lie is our friend.
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Arnold Dyck, ein Blick auf sein Schaffen
VON KURT KAUENHOVEN

A M 19. Januar dieses Jahres wurde Arnold Dyck 
70 Jahre alt. Das gibt Veranlassung, sich zu
sammenfassend mit seinem Werk und seiner 

Leistung zu beschäftigen.
Er ist selbst noch in den ausländischen Siedlungen 

westpreussischer Mennoniten geboren (Hochfeld, Niko- 
laipoler Wolost, 19. Januar 1889) und hat dort Kind
heit, Jugend und frühes Mannesalter verlebt. Diese 
Tatsache wurde für sein ganzes Leben bestimmend, denn 
aus diesem Urerlebnis hat er die Kraft und den Inhalt 
für sein gesamtes Schaffen gezogen.

Als er 1909 Russland verliess, um in Deutschland 
Lehrjahre zu beginnen, wandte er sich zunächst der 
bildenden Kunst zu. Er studierte 1909-11 in München 
und Stuttgart bei den Malern Knirr und Oswald Poet- 
zelberger, setzte 1912-1914 seine Kunststudien in Peters
burg und Moskau fort und wurde 1918-1921 Lehrer an 
verschiedenen Schulen in den Mennonitenniederlassun- 
gen der Ukraine.

Im Jahre 1923 wanderte Arnold Dyck von Russland 
nach Kanada aus und wurde dort zu einem der be
merkenswertesten Schriftsteller, die das Mennonitentum 
in den letzten 50 Jahren hervorgebracht hat. Als Heraus
geber, Verleger, Erzähler und Bühnenschriftsteller, als 
Maler und Graphiker hat er sich um die Geschichte, 
Sprache, Volkskunde und Literatur der russländischen 
Mennoniten Verdienste erworben, die erst spätere Gene
rationen ganz würdigen können werden.

Schriftleiter und Dichter
In Kanada war es, wo er sich vor seiner Arbeit als 

Künstler und Lehrer dem weiteren Wirkungskreis eines 
Journalisten und Herausgebers zuwandte. Von 1924 
bis 1936 war es Schriftleiter der Steinbach Post. Weitere 
Ziele setzte er sich von 1935 ab in der von ihm be
gründeten Mennonitiscben Volkswarte, der er von 1937 
bis 1938 die Menuonitische Warte folgen Hess. Diese 
erst vierteljährlich, dann monatlich erscheinenden Hefte 
wollten den deutschsprachigen Mennonintensiedlungen 
Amerikas mit Gedichten, Erzählungen, Aufsätzen und 
Berichten aus dem Leben des Mennonitentums in der 
Neuen und Alten Welt dienen. Mit anerkennenswerter 
Zähigkeit setzte Arnold Dyck diese Versuche 1943 und 
1944 mit dem Warte-]ahrbuch, 1951 noch einmal mit 
der Mennonitiscben Auslese fort. Arnold Dyck hat in 
ihnen unter mannigfachen Decknamen, z.B. Hans Ennen, 
auch manche eigenen Beiträge veröffentlicht. Wenn die
sen Unternehmungen auch kein dauernder Erfolg be- 
schieden gewesen ist, so bleibt ihr Quellenwert doch 
noch heute unvermindert.

Eine der glücklichsten und bedeutendsten literarischen 
Unternehmungen der russländischen Mennoniten in Ka
nada wurde unter der Geschäftsführung Arnold Dycks 
der von den ehemaligen Schülern der Chortitzer Zen
tralschule gegründete "Echo-Verlag,” der sich die all
jährliche Veröffentlichung der "Historischen Schriften
reihe” zur Geschichte der russländischen Mennoniten 
zum Ziele setzte. Die bis jetzt in dieser Buchreihe unter 
der Leitung von Arnold Dyck erschienenen Darstellun
gen der Geschichte der verschiedenen Niederlassungen 
der Mennoniten in Russland stellen ein Quellenwerk von 
einzigartigen Wert dar. Hier hat Arnold Dyck mit 
seinen Helfern im letzten Augenblick eine geschichtliche 
Arbeit geleistet, die nur noch heute, aber dann nicht 
mehr von Augenzeugen getan werden kann. Über den 
Kreis der Mennonitentums hinaus, die diese Bücher zu
nächst angehen, stellen sie einen wichtigen Beitrag zur 
deutschen Volkstumsforschung und zur allgemeinen Sied- 
lungs-und Erschliessungsgeschichte des europäischen Os
tens dar.

Das I-iauptanliegen seines Lebens, Bewahrer und Er
halter der heimatlichen Werte des Mennonitentums zu 
sein, hat Arnold Dyck auch in seinen freien schrift
stellerischen Gestaltungen, vor allem in seinen platt
deutschen Bühnenstücken und Erzählungen geleitet. Wer 
weiss, wie sehr die aus dem weichselländischen Platt 
entstandene niederdeutsche Mundart der russländischen 
Mennoniten als Haus-und Familiensprache zu ihrer Ei
genart und zu ihrem überlieferten geistigen Besitz ge
hört, wird die ungemeine Wertschätzung verstehen, die 
seine in der Zeit vor dem ersten Weltkrieg spielenden 
Szenen aus dem Leben der russländischen Mennoniten 
bei seinen Landsleuten gemessen. Dass Lustspiel Dee 
Fria und die Szenen aus dem mennonitiscben Forsteileben 
in Russland Wellkaom op'e Forstei und De Opnaoni 
werden in Kanada, in den Vereinigten Staaten und in 
den Mennonitensiedlungen Südamerikas von Laienspie
lern mit grossem Beifall aufgeführt, wie es z.B. die Bilder 
aus einer Aufführung von De Opnaoni im Bethel Col
lege im Februar 1958 zeigen (Mennonite Li je, April, 
1958). Die aus dem Leben gegriffenen Charaktere und 
ein ausgeprägter Sinn für Humor zeichnen auch Arnold 
Dycks plattdeutsche Erzählungen aus, die er unter den 
Titeln Koop enn Bna op Reise, Koop enn Btta faore 
nao Toronto, Dee MiUionäa von Kosefehl und Onse 
Lied en ola Tiet veröffentlicht hat. Das letzte Bändschen 
enthält neben Erzählungen auch Bühnen-Intermezzi, wie 
schon sein Untertitel "Waut torn Väaläse-Waut torn 
Väastalle” andeutet.
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Schilderer mennonitischen Jugendlebens
Werden Arnold Dycks plattdeutche Schriften ihrer 

Natur nach auf einen kleineren Leserkreis beschränkt 
bleiben, so hat doch seine in hochdeutscher Sprache ge
schriebene Erzählung Verloren in der Steppe eine weit 
über das ausländische Mennonitentum hinausgehende 
Bedeutung. Diese Schilderung eines Jugendlebens in 
den Mennonitensiedlungen Russlands aus der Zeit vor 
dem ersten Weltkrieg gehört in ihrer Beobachtungsfülle, 
Anschaulichkeit und einprägsamen Erzählkunst zu den 
besten Darstellungen auslanddeutschen Lebens überhaupt 
und verdient Beachtung auch in der deutschen Gesamt
literatur. Ich möchte diesem Werk eine ähnliche Be
deutung zuerkennen, wie Gillhoffs Jürnjakob Swehn sie 
für die mecklenburgischen und im weiteren Sinne nie
derdeutschen Siedler in den Vereinigten Staaten besitzt.

Arnold Dyck schildert in dieser Erzählung, die wohl 
einen stark autobiographischen Einschlag hat, das Kind- 
heits-und Jugenleben des Bauernsohns Hans Toews, 
etwa von seinem fünften Jahr ab bis er die heimatliche 
Dorfschule verlässt. Mit grosser Kunst baut Arnold 
Dyck die Welt des Kindes vor dem Leser auf: das I-Iaus 
mit seinen Stuben und seinen Bewohnern, die väterliche 
Bauernwirtschaft mit all ihrem Getier, die Nachbarn, das 
ländliche Leben mit all seinen Festen, die Schule mit 
ihren Lehrern und Schülern. All das wird mit unge
meiner Frische und Anschaulichkeit geschildert, so dass 
der Leser sich bald in dieser stillen, umfriedeten Welt 
heimisch fühlt, nur einmal blitzt ein Wetterleuchten des 
Gegensatzes zwischen den Russen und den Siedlern auf. 
W ir schreiten in dieser Erzählung mit Arnold Dyck 
durch das ganze bäuerliche Jahr und nehmen teil an 
allen Freuden und Leiden der Kindheit. Mit besonderer 
Liebe wird die Schulzeit des Hans Toews geschildert, so 
dass diese Kapitel des Werkes wie eine Illustration zu 
den wissenschaftlichen Darstellungen wirken. Die ge- 
naunen Schilderungen aus Brauch und Sitte dieser men
nonitischen Siedler Südrusslands machen Verloren in der 
Steppe auch zu einem volkskundlichen Quellenwerk von 
ailegmeiner Bedeutung für die Siedlungsgeschichte des 
europäischen Ostens und für die bäuerliche Soziologie.

Trotzdem das Jugenleben des Elans Toews mit seinem 
Eintritt in die zweite Klasse der Chortitzer Zentralschule 
einen gewissen Abschluss gefunden hat, meine ich doch, 
dass das Werk nach einer Fortsetzung ruft, die bis zum 
Ende der Zentralschulzeit führen müsste. Hoffentlich

entschliesst sich Arnold Dyck dazu, seinen schönen Ju
genderinnerungen noch diese letzte Abrundung zu geben. 
Ich glaube kaum, dass sonst jemand in der Lage wäre, 
ein so anschauliches und zuverlässiges Bild vom Leben 
in den ausländischen Mennonitensiedlungen zu geben 
wie Arnold Dyck cs vermag. Es gibt unter den "Russ- 
Iändcrn” wohl viele sachkundige Chronisten, aber den 
meisten fehlt doch die künstlerische Gestaltungsfähigkeit, 
die die einzelnen Tatsachen erst zu einem anschaulichen 
Gesamtbild verbindet.

Maler und Graphiker
Diese Übersicht über die Lebensarbeit Arnold Dycks 

kann nicht abgeschlossen werden, ohne seiner Tätigkeit 
als Maler und Graphiker zu gedenken. Die Liebe zur 
Kunst ist schon früh in ihm erwacht, wenn wir annehmen 
dürfen, dass auch für ihn gilt, was er von seinem Hans 
Toews erzählt. Sie muss so gross gewesen sein, dass er 
zunächst ernsthaft daran dachte, die Kunst zu seinem 
Lebensberuf zu machen. Die Ungunst der Zeit mag 
das verhindert haben, wenn er auch zunächst in Russland 
von 1919 bis 1921 als Kunsterzieher tätig war.

Von seinen Ölbildern möchte ich nur eins nennen, 
eine Landschaft "Landweg in Manitoba,” abgebildet in 
der Mennonitischen Warte 1937, Heft 4,S.48. Das Bild 
beweist, dass ein Malerauge auch in einer sonst als ein
tönig verschrieenen Landschaft Schönheiten entdecken 
kann.

Von seinen zalreichen Zeichnungen kann man sich 
nach den Wiedergaben in seinen Büchern ein Bild 
machen. Die ersten drei Teile von Verloren in der 
Steppe sind vom Verfasser selbst durch Federzeichnungen 
illustriert worden, die eine ausgezeichnete Begleitung 
zu seinen Schilderungen abgeben. Das treue Formge
dächtnis für Dinge, die er seit Jahrzehnten nicht mehr 
gesehen hat, bleibt dabei besonders erstaunlich. Diese 
Zeichnungen stellen zugleich volkskundliche Dokumente 
von grossem Wert dar. Sie geben uns einen deutlichen 
Begriff von dem Aussehen und der Anlage eines ty
pischen Bauernhauses der ausländischen Mennoniten 
und gestatten uns einen Blick in die "Kleine,” die "Eck-” 
und die "Grosse” Stube mit all ihrem Hausgerät, von 
der Wanduhr und Kommode bis zum "Glasschapp” und 
dem "Zuckerding” darin. Arnold Dycks Zeichenfeder 
führt uns auch in die Schulstube des kleinen Hans Toews 
und breitet seine ganze Umwelt vor uns aus.

Illustrations from “ Onse Lied en Ola Tiet" Diese Übersicht über Arnold Dycks Schaffen, so weit 
es sich von Europa aus überblicken lässt, legt Zeugnis 
dafür ab, dass Arnold Dyck ein Leben hindurch seiner 
Berufung treu geblieben ist. Hat er auch den Pinsel 
mit der Feder und das Katheder mit dem Schreibtisch 
vertauscht, so ist er doch Erzieher geblieben, nicht in der 
Schulstube, sondern in dem grösseren Kreis des Men- 
nonitentums und in dem weiteren Sinne, den wir den 
Hütern, Bewahreren und Mehrern unserer seelischen 
Güter zuerkennen müssen.

(For list of Dyck’s writings see page 95)

90 M E N N O N I T E  L I F E



Mennonite Research in Progress
By MELVIN GINGERICH and CORNELIUS KRAHN

In the April 1958 issue of Mennonite Life we reported 
about various research projects in progress. Preceding 
April issues should be consulted in order to obtain a 
complete picture of the growing Anabaptist research 
program. Last year's April issue also contained an 
article entitled "Anabaptism-Mennonitism in Doctoral 
Disserations,” in which 76 dissertations were listed writ
ten or in progress since World War II.

Since that article appeared in last year's April issue 
of Mennonite Life, as well as in the Mennonitische Ge- 
schiebtshlätter (1958) under the title "Doktorarbeiten 
über das Täufertum” and in the World Conference re
port of 1957 ( Das Evangelium von festis Christus in 
der Welt, Karlsruhe, 1958, 2-i3ff.), the number of dis
sertations has increased considerably. Now we have a 
reported total of 9-i. We are listing only those which 
were not reported in the article in Mennonite Life.

Ph.D. Dissertations
1. Torsten Bergsten, Pilgram Marbeck und seine Auseinan

dersetzung mit Caspar Scbwenckjeld. Th.D., Published in Kyr- 
kohistnrisk Arsskrift 1957 and 1958. Uppsala, 1958.

2. Elsa Bernhofer, "Täuferische Denkweisen und Lebens
formen im Spiegel ober- und mitteldeutscher Täuferverhöre.” 
Ph.D., Freiburg, 1955. (Unpubl.)

3. Wolfgang Schaufele, "Das missionarische Bewusstsein der 
Täufer. Strukturformen der Ausbreitung der Bewegung.” Ph.D., 
Heidelberg. (In Progress.)

4. Joop Postma, Das niederländische Erbe der preussiseb- 
russländischen Mennoniten in Europa, Asien und Amerika. 
Ph.D., Marburg, 1957. (In Print.)

5. A. L. E. Verheyden, "Met Mennisme in Vlaandercn 
(1530-1650).” Ph.D., Ghent, 1946. (To be published in Eng
lish.)

6. Ernest G. Gehman, "Lautlehre der Pennsylvanisch-Deut- 
schen Mundart von Bally, Pennsylvania.” Ph.D., Heidelberg, 
1949. (Unpubl.)

7. Eimer Lewis Smith, "A Study of Acculturation in an 
Amish Community.” D.S.S., Syracuse, N . Y., 1955. (Unpubl.)

8. Paul E. Crunican, "The Manitoba School Question and 
Canadian Federal Politics. Ph.D., Toronto. (In Progress.)

9. Stanley N. Murray, "Agricultural History of Red River 
Valley of the North.” Ph.D., Wisconsin. (Unpubl.)

10. L. G. Reeds, "Agricultural Geography of Southern 
Ontario." Ph.D., Toronto. (In Progress.)

11. John A. Toews, "Alternative Service in Canada during 
World W ar II.” Ph.D., Manitoba. (In Progress.)

12. John Warkentin, "Mennonite Settlements in Manitoba: 
A Study in Historical Geography.” Ph.D., Toronto. (In 
Progress.)

13. Leland Harder, "Mobility and Social Change with Par
ticular Reference to the General Conference Mennonite Church.” 
Ph.D., Northwestern. (In Progress.)

14. William Dean, "John F. Funk and tire Awakening in 
the Mennonite Church.” Ph.D., Iowa. (In Progress.)

15. Claus-Peter Oasen, "The Social Structure of the German 
Anabaptists in the 16th Century.” Ph.D., Berlin. (In Progress.)

16. Victor Peters, who wrote his M.A. thesis on the Hutter- 
ians at the University of Manitoba is continuing his work on 
this subject for a Ph.D. dissertation at the University of Göttin
gen.

17. Simon Leondert Verheus, Kroniek en Kerugma. Een 
theologische Studie over de Geschichtsbibel van Sebas/iaan Franck

en de Maagdenbttrger Centurien, Ph.D. Amsterdam, 1958. (In 
Print.)

18. A. P. Toews, "The Problem of Mennonite Ethics,” 
Th.D. Concordia. (In Progress.)

M.A. Theses
1. Victor Peters, "All Things in Common: the Hutterians of 

Manitoba.” M.A., Manitoba, 1958.
2. Marilyn Glynn Huck, "Early Settlement in Waterloo 

County, (Upper Canada).” M.A., Toronto. (In Progress.)
3. Charles Humphries, "Upper Canada in 1813." M.A.,

Toronto. (In Progress.)
4. R. C. Laurie Mitton, "A Study of the Relationship of 

Pietism to Didacticism in Mennonite Poetry' and the Influence 
of Pietism upon Mennonite Poetic Didacticism.” M.A., Arkansas, 
1955.

5. William Gering, "Mennonite Attitudes Toward the 
Theatre." M.A., Indiana. (In Progress.)

6. William D. Knill, "Hutterian Education: a descriptive 
Study based on the Hutterian Colonies within Warner County, 
No. 5, Alberta, Canada." M.A., Montana, 195S.

7. Victor Adrian, "A Comparative Study of the Anabaptists 
of the 16th Century and the Mennonites of Manitoba with 
Particular Reference to the Relation Between Church and State.” 
M.A., Manitoba. (In Progress.)

8. Abraham Friesen, "The Relation of the various Manitoba 
Mennonite groups toward each other during the school crisis 
of 1916-1919-” M.A., Manitoba. (In progress, formulation not 
final.)

Other Research Projects
The Institute of Mennonite Studies, a department of 

the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, Elkhart, 
Indiana, is providing facilities for and promotes a pro
gram of study in fields of direct interest to the faith, 
life, work and witness of the Mennonites. It is admin
istered by the Joint Administrative Committee and as
sisted by an Advisory Council. The Institute hopes to 
draw upon the faculties of Mennonite institutions. At 
present John Howard Yoder is making a study of the 
Christian witness to government and society in a nuclear 
age and Hans Hillerbrand is compiling an Anabaptist 
and Left Wing bibliography covering the period from 
1520-1630. (See article in this issue.)

J. W. Fretz is continuing his research among the Men
nonites of Paraguay. In 1952 he had a Social Science 
Research grant for this purpose and for 1958-1959 
he has a Guggenheim grant.

Guy F. Hershberger was awarded a grant by the 
American Philosophical Society to prepare his disserta
tion, "Pacifism and Politics in Provincial Pennsylvania,” 
for print.

Walter H. Hohmann, Professor Emeritus of Music of 
Bethel College, is doing research in the Bethel College 
Historical Library tracing the Reformation backgrounds 
of Protestant hymnology, including melodies used by 
Amish and Mennonites.

James Reusser is working on the history of the Mid
dle District of the General Conference Mennonite 
Church.
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Other Activities
Bethel College annually sponsors a Mennonite Con

tributions Contest made possible through the Julius 
and Olga Stucky Foundation. The best essays or works 
of art are awarded prizes ranging between $25 and $10.

During the Mennonite Folk Festival at Bethel Col
lege, March 6 and 7, a number of plays were presented 
simultaneously in Memorial Hall and in the Chapel. 
Three of these plays and skits were written by Arnold 
Dyck in the Low German and presented by college stu
dents. A Swiss-Volhynian play was written by Mrs. 
Art A. Wedel and presented by a cast from the Mound- 
ridge community. It featured the coming of the group 
from Russia to America. The Prussian Mennonites of 
the Newton communities under the direction of Arnold 
Regier presented a typical feature of this group entitled 
"Brautfete.” (See more detailed report about Menno
nite Folk Festival in this issue.)

Cornelius Krahn sponsored, in cooperation with Men
no Travel Sendee, a Mennonite Educational Tour through 
France, Switzerland, Austria, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Belgium and England with particular emphasis on Men
nonite history and culture. The Mennonite Educational 
Tour is to be repeated in I960. A unique discovery 
made during the trip was an Anabaptist handwritten 
hymnbook, meanwhile acquired by the Bethel College 
Historical Library.

The approaching Centennial of the General Confer
ence Mennonite Church is to be observed in a number 
of ways. August 16 will be observed as a Centennial 
Sunday throughout the Conference and particularly at 
Bluffton, Ohio, in connection with the Conference ses

sions. The worship service and Sunday school discus
sions will be devoted to this commemoration. In the 
afternoon and evening a pageant written by Maynard 
Shelly entitled "We Are Pilgrims” will be presented 
and lectures centering around this event will be given. 
A booklet devoted to the history and the work of the 
Conference is being prepared. The autobiography of 
Christian Krehbicl, a pioneer Conference leader whose 
life and activities span the range of Mennonite settle
ments in Germany, Iowa, Illinois, and Kansas, is to be 
published by the Historical Committee of the General 
Conference. Elva Krehbiel Leisy has translated this 
manuscript. A Centennial Study Conference, June, I960, 
is to bring the commemoration to a close in the Men
nonite communities of Iowa, where the General Con
ference Mennonite Church was founded in I860. The 
Study Conference is to be devoted to "Christian Unity 
in Witness and Service.”

The Germantown Mennonite Church observed its 
275th anniversary during 1958 through a number of 
special meetings including a meeting of the General 
Conference Flistorical Committee and representatives of 
the district historical committees.

Under the heading, "Mennonite Research News and 
Notes" in the Mennonite Historical Bulletin, of which 
Irvin B. Horst, Eastern Mennonite College, Harrison
burg, Virginia, is the editor, valuable information is 
given pertaining to research projects and historical events. 
Melvin Gingerich is the writer of the column, "Menno
nite Research News and Notes.” The Mennonite His
torical Bulletin, which appears quarterly, can be ordered 
through the editor for $1.50 a year.

Mennonite Bibliography, 1958
By JOHN F. SCHMIDT and NELSON P. SPRINGER

The "Mennonite Bibliography” is published annually 
in the April issue of Mennonite Life. It contains a list of 
books, pamphlets, and articles dealing with Mennonite 
life, principles and history.

The magazine articles have been mostly restricted to 
non-Mennonite publications since complete files of Men
nonite periodicals, yearbooks, and conference reports are 
available at the historical libraries of Bethel College, 
North Newton, Kansas; Goshen College, Goshen, Indi
ana; Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio; and the Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana.

Previous bibliographies published in Mennonite Life 
appeared annually in the April issues since 1947. Authors 
and publishers of books, pamphlets and magazines which 
should be included in our annual list are invited to send 
copies to Mennonite Life for listing and possible review.

Books—1957 (some 1956)
Bauernfeind, Otto. Eid und Frieden: Fragen zur Anwendung 

und zinn Wesen des Eides. Stuttgart, Germany: W . Kohlham
mer Verlag, 1956. 187 pp.

The Betbesda Church of 1956. (Illustrated annual.) Henderson, 
Nebraska.

Brief Submitted to the Royal Commission on Education by the 
Manitoba Mennonite Educational Committee, November, 1957. 
Winnipeg, 1957. 25 pp.

Cohn, Norman. The Pursuit of the Millennium. Fairlawn, 
New Jersey: Essential Books, Inc., 1957. 476 pp. (Includes 
Anabaptists.)

Doopsgezind Gemeenteleven. Amsterdam: Uitgeversmaatschap- 
pij, 1957. 83 pp. (Study group: Gelovcn en Werken.)

Erb. Olive (Mrs. M artin). History of the Neffsville Mennonite 
Church. 2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, Pa., 1952 through 1956. 
(Lancaster, Pa., 1957?) 19 pp.

Fisher, John M., family. Descendants and History of Christian 
Fisher Family, compiled by John M. Fisher family. Ronks, 
Pa.: Amos L. Fisher, 1957. 623 pp.

Goerz, H. Die mennonitischen Siedlungen der Krim. Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada: Echo-Verlag, 1957. 71 pp.
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Gräber, Mrs. J. D., and Mrs. Lee H. Kanagy, editors. Harvest 
in Ja tun: a  Statement of Historical Development, Present Prog
ress, Plans, Ideals, and Descriptions of the Mcnnonite Witness 
in Tokyo and Hokkaido, Japan. Elkhart, Ind.: Mennonite 
Board of Missions and Charities, 1957. 68 pp.

Glitsche, Waldemar. II östliche Quellen des russischen Stundis- 
rnus. Kassel, Germany: J. G. Oncken Verlag, 1956. 144 pp.
(Includes Mennonites.)

Hoover, Mrs. Amos B., et al. Daniel S. and Anna IP. Burk
holder Family, 1833-1956, Genealogy, (n.p.) 1957. 93  pp. 

Kliewer, Elmira, editor. A Guide to the Mennonite Central 
Committee European Program: Location, Background, Present 

 ̂ Program, Personnel. (Kaiserslautern.) 1957. 20 pp.
Ki°ss, Heinz. Geschichte der landwirtschaftlichen Zusammen- 

Schlüsse dev Spruchdeutscheu in Ü her see. Braunschweig, Ger- 
many: Georg Westermann Verlag, 1957. 153 pp. (Includes

 ̂U. S. and Canadian Mennonite Mutual Aid.)
Kot, Stanislaus. Socinianism in Poland: The Social and Politi

cal Ideas of the Polish Antitrinitarians in the Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth Centuries. Translated from the Polish by Earl 
Morse Wilbur. Boston, Starr King Press (c l9 5 7 ). 226 pp.

__ (References to Anabaptists.)
Kuhn, Walter. Geschichte der Deutschen Ostsiedlung in der 

Neuzeit. Vol. I, II, and Maps. Cologne: Böhlau Verlag 
1955, 1957. 272, 435 pp.

Leitfaden zum Gebrauch bei gottesdienstlichen Handlungen für 
die Altesten und Prediger des Verbandes bad.-wiirtt.-bayer. 
Mennoniten-Gemeinden e. V. 3. Auflage, (n.p., 1957) 158 pp. 

Lind, Millard. Answer to War. Tokyo, Japan: Mennonite
Central Committee and Japan Mennonite Mission, 1957 
(Japanese translation from the English.)

Roth, Willard and Alice, editors. M YF Handbook (Official 
Guide for Mennonite Youth Fellowship.) Scottdale, Pa.: 
Mennonite Publishing House, 1957. 84 pp.

Royer, Katherine. Herald Nursery Home and Church Series 
Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press (c l9 5 7 ). (Also released by 
Faith and Life Press, Newton.)

Happy Times with Nursery Children at Home and Church. 
192 pp.

Nursery Stories of Jesus. 48 pp.
Nursery Happy Times Book. 48 pp.
Nursery Songbook. 48 pp.
Take-Home Pictures. 60 sheets.

"Samen een.” Zangbundel uitgegeven door de Doopsgezinde 
Jeugd Centrale. (Amsterdam, 1957) 160 pp.

Sauder, Menno, editor. Erklaerungen über die Gemeinde Christi, 
das bastaetigte Friedens-Reich Christus und Gottes auf Erden. 
. . .  In zwei Teilen. (Elmira, Ontario.) 1957. 2 vols. 

Schraepler, Horst W. Die Rechtliche Behandlung der Täufer in 
der deutschen Schweiz, Südwestdeutschland und Hessen, 1525- 
1618. Tübingen: Dr. Ekkehart Fabian-Verlag, 1957. 128 pp 

(T hlessen, I. H., et ab) Er fuehret . . . Geschichte des Ontario 
Al. B. Gemeinden, 1924-1957. (n.p,, 1957?) 107 pp.

(Thiessen, I. H., et al.) He Leadeth . . . History of the AI. B.
Churches of Ontario, 1924-1957. (n.p., 1957?) 107 pp. 

loew s, J. A. True Nonresistance Through Christ. Tokyo, Japan- 
Word of Life Press, 1957. 102 pp. (Japanese.)

Unruh Abc J., translator. Reminiscences of the Past at Seventy- 
Eight. (n.d.) 16 pp.

Vydra, Josef, and Ludvik Kunz. Malerei auf Volksmajolika. 
Prague, Czechoslovakia: Artia, 1956. 137 pp. (Hutterite
folk art.) (Also in English.)

Westin, Gunnar. Der Weg der freien christlichen Gemeinden 
durch die Jahrhunderte. Kassel, Germany: J. G. Oncken- 

_ Verlag, 1956. 335 pp. (Includes Mennonites.)
Yoder, John Howard. Reinhold Niebuhr and Christian Pacifism. 

Tokyo, Japan: Mennonite Central Committee and Japan
Mennonite Mission, 1957. 47 pp. (Japanese translation
from the English.)

Books—1958
Adrian, J. D. Die Entstehung der Rudnerweider Gemeinde 

1936. Winnipeg, 1958.
Adrian, J. D. Hilfsbuch für Sonntagsschul-Lehrer. Virgil, 

Ontario: Niagara Press (1958). 59 pp.
Bartsch, Hans-Werner. Die Evangelische Predigt vom Frieden.

Hamburg-Bergstedt: Herbert Reich Evang. Verlag, 1958. 78 pp. 
(Beck, Carl, and Buckwalter, Ralph.) Our Living Faith, (n.p., 

Japan Mennonite Church, 1958?) 58 pp. (No. 3 in a series

of correspondence courses distributed by the Mennonite Hour 
in Japan.)

Beginnings at Arguacema, by the Missionaries; Excerpts Taken 
from the Amazon Valley Indian Mission Newsletter, Vol. I, 
II. . . . Edited and published by Information Services Office’ 
Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, Elkhart Ind’ 
(1958). 42 pp.

Bergsten, Torsten. Pilgram Marbeck. Reprint from Kyrkohis-
t0° w r . Arn kri ft| l9 V  ^ , 1958- Uppsala, Sweden: Almqvist & Wikseils Boktrycken Ab, 1958. 135 pp.

Bible Lessons for Kindergarten Children, Year II: Teacher's
Manual. Scottdale, Pa.; Herald Press (cl958). 404 pp
(Also edition with imprint of Faith and Life Press )

Burkholder, J. Lawrence. The Church and the Community 
Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1958. 19 pp.

Christian Experience: Divorce and Remarriage, (n.p., Lancaster 
Mennonite Conference, 1958.) 6 pp.

Claassen, Frieda, editor. The Woodlawn Story. (Alumni Asso
ciation, Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Chicago, 111., 1958 ) 
96 pp.

Claassen, Menno, and Claassen, Sara D. (Goertz). The Claassen 
Family, 1665-1958. Beatrice, Neb. (1958). 36 pp.

Detweiler, Richard C. The Christian Woman's Head-veiling: 
a Study of I Corinthians 11:2-16; Prepared from a Sermon 
1 reached by the Author to the Franconia Mennonite Confer
ence, October, 1955. (n.p., 1958) 16 pp.

Detweiler, William G. The Christian Home: Twelve Radio 
Sermons Given Over the Calvary Hour. Orrville, Ohio The 
Calvary Hour (1958). 76 pp,

Dick, Walter J editor. 75th Anniversary. Richfield Mennonite 
19?8 ) R,ch'U’ d' Pa' AUy 21 10 25' }CJ58. (Richfield, Pa.,

Dick, Margaret, Mrs. Geo. P. Eitzen, Mrs. Nie. J. Hiebert 
Mrs. W. J. Janssen, Mrs. H. J. Pankratz, Elsa Kettier. Off 
the Mountain L ike Range. Revised, 1958. 52 pp.

Donat, Rudolf. Wie das Werk begann. Kassel, Germany- 
J. G Oncken Verlag, 1958. 478 pp. (History of German
Baptists.)

Durnbaugh, Donald F. European Origins of the Brethren. Elgin 
Illinois: The Brethren Press, 1958. 463 pp. (Includes Men- 
nonite source materials.)

Erb Alta Mac. Christian Family Living; a Selected Book List. 
(Rev. ed.) Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1958. 32 pp

Evangelium von Jesus Christus in der Welt, Das. Karlsruhe 
Germany: Heinrich Schneider, 1958. 384 pp. illustrated’.
(Addresses and report of Sixth Mennonite World Conference.)

Farm Study Conference (sponsored by the Education Committee 
in Conjunction with the Social Concerns Committee of the 
Western District Conference of the General Conference Men
nonite Church at the Buhler, Kan., Mennonite Church, April 
21-22, 1958.) (Newton, Kan.) 1958. 60  pp.

Fast, Heinold. Heinrich Bullinger und die Täufer. Weierhof 
(Pfalz): Mennonitischer Geschichtsverein, 1958 .

Ferm, Vergilius. Pictorial History of Protestantism. New York- 
Philosophical Library, 1957. 368 pp. (Mennonites featured.)

Franz, Gunther. Bibliographie de la Reforme 1450-1648 
Outrages pants de 1940 a 1955. E. J. Brill, Leiden, 1958. 
l .->6 pp. (Includes Anabaptism—Germany and Netherlands.)

I-retz, J. Winfield. Meditations on Christian Mutual Aid. As
sociation of Mennonite Aid Societies (n.d.) (1958) 40 pp

Gingerich, Amos. The Fred and Sarah (Yoder) Swartzen- 
druber History. . . . Historical, Genealogical and Religious 
Records. . . . (Parnell, Iowa, 1958.) 180 pp.

Gingerich, Melvin. The New Testament Church. Tokyo, Men
nonite Central Committee ( 1957-58). 88  pp. (Japanese
translation of a series of lectures.)

Glass, Esther Eby. The Miller Five. Scottdale, Pa.: Herald
Press, 1958. 117 pp.

Our School, 1928-1958. Prepared for the 30th anniversary 
homecoming of the alumni of the Greenwood Mennonite 
School, August 23-24, 1958. (Greenwood, Del.) 67  pp

Gneser Orland R. Fiftieth Anniversary, West Clinton Menno
nite Church, 195S. (Pc-ttisville, Ohio, 1958.) 20 pp. (One
edition also contains history of the Lockport Mennonite 
Church.)

Grieser, Orland R. Fiftieth Anniversary, Lockport Mennonite 
Church, 1958. (Stryker, Ohio, 1958.) 32 pp.

Heckler, James Y. The History o f HarleysvUle and Lower 
Salford Township. (Schwenksville, Pa., Robert C. Bucher,
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et al., 1958.) 225 pp. (Information on early Mennonite
settlers in Montgomery County, Pa.)

(Helmuth, Orva.) History of the Arthur Mennonite Church, 
Arthur, Illinois. (Arthur, 111., 1958.) 29 pp.

Hershberger, Guy Franklin. The II"ay of the Cross in Human 
Relations. Scottdaie, Pa.: Herald Press, 1958. 424 pp.

Hiebert, P. G., et al. (compiled by). A  Course in Bible Study. 
Hesston, Kansas: The Publication Board of the Church of
God in Christ, Mennonite, 1958. 90 pp,

Hostetler, John A. God Uses Ink. Scottdaie, Pa.: Herald
Press, 1958. 264 pp.

Hostetler, S. Jay. Lessons in Disci (ties hip. Rev. ed. Accra, Gha
na, 1958. 64 pp.

Houseman, Mark (Hausmann, Marzelius.) Under the Red Star. 
Berne, Ind., 1958. 140 pp.

Hymns of Zion: a Selection of Sacred Songs and Hymns for 
Devotional Use. Milford, Ind.; Apostolic Christian Publish
ing Company, cl958. 288 pp.

Jantzen, Frank F. (Fiegutb and Wiebe Genealogies) (n.p., n.d.) 
(93) pp.

Klassen, A. J., editor. Revival Fires in British Columbia; a 
Report on the Work of Brunk Revivals, Inc., in the Three 
Fraser Valley Campaigns at Chilliwack, Abbotsford and 
Vancouver, June to September, 1958. Denbigh, Va.: Brunk 
Revivals, Inc., 1958. (20) pp.

Koehn, Henry B., and Nettie E. Koehn. A Compilation of 
the Genealogical and Biographical Record of the Descendants 
and Relation Circle of Minister Tobias A. Unruh, 1851- 
1958, (Montezuma, Kan., 1958.) 98 pp.

Krabill, Russell. Beginning the Christian Life; a Manual to 
Prepare the Young Believer for Church Membership. Scott
daie, Pa.: Mennonite Publishing House (c l958). Pupil’s 
Book: 141 pp. Teacher’s Guide: 56, 141 pp.

Kraus, Norman C. Integration; Who’s Prejudiced? Scottdaie, 
Pa.: Mennonite Publishing House, 1958. 31 pp.

Krehbiel, Daniel Edward. Happy are ye. . . . New York: Pag
eant Press, Inc., 1958. 87 pp.

Kuiper, Frits, and N. van der Zijpp. Bij't Dim, 1608-1958. 
Amsterdam: Uitgeversmaatschappij Holland, 1959- 47 pp.

Kuiper, Frits. Leven uit de hoop. Ben verantwoording van 
btjbels gelooj. Amsterdam: H. J. Paris, 1958. 197 pp.

Laser, W. Das geistliche Wort als seelsorgerlichhelfendes Wort: 
Fernsehen-TV—Television—im Lichte des Wortes Gottes und 
seelsorgerlicher Verantwortung. Winnipeg, Man.; (1958). 
64 pp.

Lieder für die Schule. Cayley, Alta.: Macmillan Hutterischcn 
Bruderhof, 1958. 172 pp.

Light for the Day; Daily Devotions for the Home. Board of 
Education and Publication of the Conference of Mennonites 
of Canada (1958). (Also in German.)

Litte!!, Franklin Hamlin. The Anabaptist View of the Church 
(second edition). Boston: Starr King Press, 1958. 229 pp.

Mast, Moses E. Descendants of Joseph ). Mast and Alary Miller 
from the Year 1914 to 1958. Strasburg, Ohio (1958). 76 pp.

Mast, Russell L. Rethinking Evangelism. (North Newton, Kan., 
Bethel College Mennonite Church, 1958.) 14 pp.

Matthijssen, J. P. Asa! mulanja Geredja Mennonit. Penerbit 
Geredja-Geredja Muria, 1958. 35 pp.

Maathijssen, J. P. Azas-azas Anabaptis. Penerbit Geredja- 
Geredja Muria, 1958. 48 pp.

Matthijssen, J. P. Menno Simons. Penerbit Geredja-Geredja 
Muria, 1958. 33 pp.

Melles, J. Joachim Ottdaan. Utrecht, The Netherlands: Ke- 
mink & Zoon, 1958. 211 pp.

Mendel, J. J. History of Freeman from 1879 to 1958. Free
man, S. Dakota: Pine Hill Printery, 1958. 100 pp.

Miller, Paul M. Group Dynamics in Evangelism. Scottdaie, 
Pa.: Herald Press, 1958. 202 pp.

Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Pete V. Family Record of John Wittwer, 
Sr., and His Descendants. (Goshen, Ind.: Plank’s Printing 
Service.) 1958. 23 pp.

Mishler, D . J. A Guide to Church Vocations. Elkhart, Indiana: 
Mennonite General Conference, 1958. 69 pp.

Neufcid, J. .A. Meinem Sohne eine Kerze, ein Wegweiser auf 
seinem Jugendpfade. (Virgil, Ont., 1958?) 42 pp.

Neufeld, J. A. W ir brauchen Menschen. (Virgil, Ont., 1958?) 
35 pp.

Neufeld, Jacob A. Tiefemvege; Erfahrungen und Erleb
nisse von Russland-Menoniten in zwei Jahrzehnten bis 1949. 
(Vineland, Ont., A. H. Harder, 1948.) 273 pp.

Nickel, Helen E. Shield and Sunil of India. Newton, Kansas: 
Mennonite Publication Office, 1958. 108 pp.

Oswald, Evan. Torchbearer’s Guidebook; a Boys’ Club Manual. 
(Scottdaie, Pa.: Herald Press, 1958.) 87 pp.

Pansies for Thoughts. (Norman and Eunice Wingert.) Hong 
Kong, China: Standard Press, 1958. 391 pp.

Philips, Dirk. Enchiridion, or Hand Book of the Christian Doc
trine and Religion. Berne, Ind.: Light and Hope (1958).
407 (i.e., 323) pp. (Abridged ed., pp. 9-292 omitted.)

The Relationship Between Relief and Missions. MCC Workers' 
Retreat, Bienenberg, Oct. 2-6, 1958. (Basel, Switzerland, 
1958.) 32 pp. . . .

Rempel, J. G. Mein Heimatdorf Nieder Chartitza. (Saskatoon, 
Sask., 1958.) 84 pp.

Rich, Elaine. Breaking Bread Together. Scottdaie, Pa.: Herald 
Press, 1958. 391 pp.

Risser, Emma King. History of the Pennsylvania Mennonite 
Church in Kansas. Hesston, Kansas: Pennsylvania Mennonite
Church, 1958. 95 pp.

Roth, Mrs. Levi. John S. Wyse and His Descendants. Wayland, 
Iowa, 1958. 14 pp.

Boyer, Katherine (Catalina Royer). M i Libro: Ninos de la 
Biblia. Traduccion por Edna B. de Weber. 48 pp. Lecciones 
de Ninos de la Biblia. Traduccion por Luis S. y Edna B. 
Weber. 73 pp. (B oth)—Segunda Edicion. Scottdaie, Pa.: 
Herald Press ( 1958).

Sawatzky, Valentin. Lindenblaetter, Ausgewaehlte Gedichte. 
Virgil, Ontario: Niagara Press (1958). 84 pp.

Schabalie, Johann Philip. The Wandering Soul. Berne, Ind.: 
Light and Hope, 1958. 468 pp.

Schmitt, Jakob. Die Gnade bricht durch. Giessen, Germany: 
Brunnen-Verlag, 1958. 455 pp. (Pietism and revivalism.)

15th Anniversary. 1883-1958, Bethesda Mennonite Church, Mar
ion, South Dakota. 12 pp. 1958.

Shetler, Sanford G. Divorce; psycho-sociological and legal as
pects and the social conscience together with scriptural prin
ciples. 1-Iollsopple, Pa. (1958). (Order from Henry M. Shenk, 
Route 2, Box 335B, Harrisonburg, Va.) 37 pp.

Smith, Elmer Lewis. The Amish People. New York: Exposi
tion Press, 1958. 258 pp. .

(Snider, Marie (Gingerich).) God's Great Salvation, (n.p., 
Japan Mennonite Church, 1958?) 76, 10 pp. (Japanese trans
lation of the English correspondence course by the same 
title published by the Mennonite Hour.)

Songs W e Love; Favorites Heard on the Mennonite Hour and 
the Way to Life. (Harrisonburg, Va.: Mennonite Broad
casts, Inc., 1958.) (40) pp. _

Stauffer,' J. Mark. Our Hymns of Praise. Scottdaie, Pa.: Herald 
Press, 1958. 166 pp.

Stauffer, John L. Miracles. Wonders, and Signs. (Harrison
burg, Va.: Tract Press, 1958.) 11 pp.

Stoltzfus, Grant M. Flislory of the First Amish Mennonite 
Communities in America. Harrisonburg, Va., Research De
partment of Eastern Mennonite College, 1958. 112 pp.

(Stoltzfus, Grant M.) The Sermon on the Mount, (n.p., 
Japan Mennonite Church, 1958?) 56 pp. (Japanese transla
tion of the English correspondence course by the same title 
published by the Mennonite Hour.)

Studies in Church Discipline. Newton, Kansas: Mennonite
Publication Office, 1958.

Study Conference, The Nature of the Church, Laurelville Men
nonite Camp, September 24, 25, 1958. (Scottdaie, Pa., Men
nonite General Conference, 1958.) 88 pp.

Stumpp, Karl. Das Schrifttum über das Deutschtum in Russ
land. Stuttgart, Germany: Landsmannschaft der Deutschen 
aus Russland, 1958. 58 pp. (Bibliography includes sources
on Mennonites.)

Stupperich, Robert. Das Miiusterische Taufer/um. Munster, 
Westfalen: Aschendorff, 1958. 31 pp.

Tortora, Vincent R. The Amish Folk of Pennsylvania Dutch 
Country. Lancaster, Pa.: Photo Arts Press, 1958. 30 pp.

Wall, O. J. Rev. Aaron Wall and Aganetha Dick, Wall Family 
Branch 2-H, 1786-1958. Frazer, Montana: (A uthor), 1958. 
31 pp.

Wall, O. J. Herman Wall and Katharina Koop, W all Family, 
Branch 2-1, 1786-1958. Frazer, Montana: (A uthor), 1958.
8 pp.

Wedel, Philip A. The Way of Life: A  Catechism Workbook. 
Newton, Kansas: Mennonite Publication Office, 1958. Re
vised, 1958. 105 pp.
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Yake, Clayton Franklin. Superintendent's Manual; the Summer 
Bible School an Agency for Christian Education. Second 
revised edition. Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press (cl958). 122 pp.

Yoder, John Howard. Karl Barth and Christian Pacifism. Tokyo, 
Japan: Mennonite Central Committee in Japan, 1958. 143 pp. 
(Japanese.)

Zshäbitz, Gerhard. Zur mitteldeutschen Wiedertäuferbeivegung 
nach dem Grossen Bauernkrieg. (Leipziger Übersetzungen 
und Abhandlungen zum Mittelalter, Reihe B., Band 1), Berlin: 
Rütten und Loening, 1958. 180 pp.

Magazine Articles—1957
Ellinwood, Leonard. "Singer's Gien—A Plea for the Local His

tory of Music," American Guild of Organists’ Quarterly. 
11:138-141 (Oct., 1957.)

Karev, A. V. "Russkoye Evangelsko-Baptiskoye Dvizheniye” 
(The Russian Evangelical-Baptist Movement) in Brat sky Vest- 
nik (Brotherly Messenger), Moscow, Nr. 3, 1957. (Relates 
Mennonite influences on Baptists.)

Kephart, Calvin I. "Fretz Family History Outlines; Origins in 
Revolutionary W ar," The Daily Intelligencer. Doylestown, 
Pa., Nov. 20, 1957.

Mosteller, James D. "Baptists and Anabaptists," in The Chron
icle, XX:3-27, XX: 100-114 (January and July, 1957.)

Ncttl, Bruno, "The Hymns of the Amish: an Example of Mar
ginal Survival,” Journal of American Folklore, I.XX:322-328 
(Oct.-Dec., 1957.)

Neumann, Gerhard J. "Nach und von Mähren; aus der Täufer
geschichte des 16. und 17. Jahrhunderts," Archiv für Refor- 
matiousgeschichte, 48:75-90 (1957).

Shenton, Donald R. "The Balance of the Sowing of the Seed,” 
in Keystone Folklore Quarterly, 1:55-58 (W inter, 1956/57).

Magazine Articles—1958
Beckerath, Heinz von. "Erinnerungen an Johannes Brahms. 

Brahms und seine Krefclder Freunde" in Heimat. Vol. XXIX, 
Nr. 1-4, Nov. 1958 (also reprinted).

Bennett, Mrs. Alice. "'Tinker' 95, Is an Expert Woodcarver," 
in Wooster, Ohio, Daily Record, October 9, 1958. (Feature 
article on Joseph R. Hartzler.)

Estep, William R., Jr., "A Baptist Reappraisal of Sixteenth 
Century Anabaptists," in Review and Expositor, LV:40-58 
(January, 1958).

Graeff, Arthur D. "Very Near the Truth,” in Pennsylvania 
Traveler (Southeastern Ed.), 1:38-39, 66-69 (October, 195S).

Hcrshey, Mary Jane. "A Study of the Dress of the (O ld) 
Mennonites of the Franconia Conference, 1700-1953,” in 
Pennsylvania Folklife, Summer, 1958, pp. 24-47.

Hornaday, Mary. "Amish People and Customs,” in The Chris
tian Science Monitor, Sept. 30, 195S; reprinted in The Elkhart 
Truth. November 26, 1958.

Kantner, Dorothy. "New Mennonite Museum Gets Historic 
Exhibits," in Pittsburgh, Pa., Sun Telegraph Pictorial Living, 
October 5, 1958.

Kaufman, Alma. "New Amish Schools Are Serious Effort to

Arnold Dyck Publications
Available through Metmonile Life

Periodicals
Mennonitische Volkswarte, published and edited monthly by 

A. B. Dyck, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1935-36.
Mennonitische Warte, published and edited quarterly by A. B. 

Dyck, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1937; monthly, 1938.
Warte-Jahrbuch für die mennonitische Gemeinschaft in Kanada, 

published and edited by A. B. Dyck, Steinbach, Manitoba, 
1943 and 1944.

Mennonitische Auslese, published and edited by Arnold Dyck, 
Vol. I, Nr. 1, 1951.

hlistorische Schriftenreihe des Echo-Verlags, Steinbach and W in
nipeg, Manitoba. Published since 1944 under the direction 
of D. H. Epp and Arnold Dyck. Twelve books pertaining to 
the Russian Mennonites.

Low German Plays and Stories

Dee Fria. Plattdeutsches Lustspiel in einem Aufzug. Published 
by the author, Steinbach, Manitoba. First edition 1947; 
second edition 1948.

Offer Training,” in Wooster, Ohio, Daily Record, September 
22, 1958. Also "Amish School Inspection in Homes Shows 
Deficiencies,” December 13, 1958.

Kiester, Ed. "Witchcraft and Bundling," in Parade, May 11, 195S.
Kot, Stanilaw von. "Ausbruch und Niedergang des Täufertunis 

in Wilna ( 1563-1566)," in Archiv für Reformations geschickte, 
49:212-223 (1958).

"Milchproduktion, automatisch gesehen . . . Der Schweighof, 
das Paradies der Wiederkäuer . . . Freiluftstall verbürgt Ge
sundheit und Hygiene, in V Alsace, Dimanchc/Lundi, June 2, 
1958. Feature article on the Schweighof owned by Jean 
Nussbaumcr.

Neumann, Gerhard J. "Predigt und Predigerstand in den
Täuferdiskussionen der Reformationszeit," in Zeitschrift für 

Religions- und Geistesgeschichte, X :3 (1958).
Peachey, Paul. Editorial: "Dare We Work for Peace,” in The

Japan Christian Quarterly. XXIV: 283-289 (October, 1958).
Penner, Karl E. "Tante Anna,” in The Kansas Magazine, 1958.
Postma, J. S. "Fryske Minnisten yn Sud-Amearika,” in De 

Strike/, July, 1958.
Postma-Luitjes, A. "Met Peuter en Kleuter in de Gran Chaco," 

in Algemeen Doopsgezind Weekblad in installments since 
Aug. 16, 1958.

Schnellmann, P. W. "Das unbekannte Griechenland; Mein 
Freund, der Dienstverweigerer,” in Leben und Glauben. 
Bern, Switzerland, July 26, 1958.

Schreiber, William I. "The Amish Way of Life,” in Allen
town, Pa., Morning Call, March 1, 8, 15, and 22, 195S.

Shank, J. Clayton. "Panoramic Pageantry of Shank Family 
Names,” in Journal of the Lancaster County Historical So
ciety, 62: 169-174 (July, 1958).

Shelton, Mabel Slack. "By Their Dress You May Know Them," 
in Christian Science Monitor, April 18, 1958.

Simon, Grant M. "Dissenters and Founders,” in American- 
German Review, 25:17-19 (O ct./Nov., 1958).

Smith, Edwards. "The Bruderhof and Community," in Brethren 
Life and Thought, 111:22-23 (W inter, 1958).

Staebler, Edna. "Why the Amish W ant No Part of Progress,”
_ in Maclean's, 17:20-21, 50-56 (September 27, 1 9 5 8 ) /

Tortora, Vincent *R. "The Courtship and Wedding Practices 
of the Old Order Amish,” in Pennsylvania Folklife, 9:12-21 
(Spring, 1958).

Williams, George Huntston. "Studies in the Radical Reforma
tion (1517-1618): a Bibliographical Survey of Research Since 
1939,” in Church History, XXVII, Nos. I & 2 (March and 
June, 1958), also issued as an offprint.

Willms, A. M. "The Brethren Known as Hutterians,” in Cana
dian Journal of Economics and Political Science, XXIV:391- 
405 (August, 1958).

Yoder, Sanford Calvin. "My Amish Boyhood," in The Palimp
sest, X X X IX : 109-144 (March, 1958).

Zeman, Jcrold K. "Nove publikace o Jednote bratrske,” in 
Husuv Lid, X IX :37-44 (March, 1958).

Zeman, Jerold K. "Rozhovory Ceskych bratri s novokrtenci 
na Morave,” in Pravda a Slavna Nadeje, January through 
April, 1958.

"II ellkaom op'e Forstei!” Szenen aus dem mennonitischen For
steileben in Russland in plattdeutscher Sprache. Published by 
the author, North Kildonan, 1950.

De Opnoam. Second act of "Wellkaom op’e Forstei.” Published 
by the author, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1951.

Dee Millionlia von Kosefeld. Published by the author, Steinbach, 
Manitoba. (Short Stories.)

Ouse Lied en ola Tie/, Want tom Väaläse-Waut tom Viiatalle.
Published by the author, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1952.

Koop enn Bua op Reise, published by the author, Steinbach, 
Manitoba, vol. I, 1942, vol. II, 1943. Second edition pub- 

. lished by Derksen Printers, Steinbach, Manitoba, 1954.
Koop enn Bua foare uao Toronto. Published by the author, 

North Kildonan, Manitoba, vol I, 1948, vol. II, 1949 ,
High German Literature

l'erloren in der Steppe. Illustrated and published by the author, 
Steinbach, Manitoba, five vols. 1944-1948.

Meine Deutschlandfahrt. Eine Reiseplauderei. Published by 
the author. North Kildonan, Manitoba, 1950.
Arnold Dyck has published many of his writings in the 

Mennonitische Volkswarte, Mennonitische Warte, Warte-Jahr
buch, Der Bote, Steinbach Post, Mennonite Life, and other 
periodicals.
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YEOTMAL, INDIA
(Continued from page 77)

Mar Thoma Christians
The presence of an increasing number of these Mar 

Thoma Christian young men in this Union Biblical 
Seminary has great significance in a number of ways.

They come from homes with some economic back
ground and a religious heritage. They may have 2-acre 
or 3-acre plantations devoted to coffee or tapioca, hence 
have economic stability. With their tradition or coming 
from Jewish and Brahmin converts, they are an ener
getic and a sturdy folk. It is a very healthy experience 
for our Mennonite students, with so little economic 
background, and with no religious heritage but that of 
the gods and goddesses of Hinduism, or of Animism, 
who have come fresh out of non-Christian backgrounds, 
to rub shoulders with those who have had so many 
generations of Christian heritage, and yet be of the 
same race and nationality. Our own Mennonite churches 
are going to be stronger for this. Then if there ever 
is any suggestion that Christianity is a recent importation, 
and a western addition to the religions of India—here 
is a Christian church with 1900 years of history. It is 
recognized as such by the Indian government. Repre
sentatives of the Central government participated when 
the 1900 anniversary of the landing of Apostle Thomas 
was celebrated in New Dehli, in 1957.

These Mar Thoma young men have shown an amaz
ing evangelistic zeal. Pushing out with no financial 
support, and making their own way, they have gone

forth to the Himalayan kingdoms along the northern 
border of India. They penetrated by foot the then closed 
kingdom of Nepal, brought to Christ by baptism a 
relative of the king, a nephew of the field marshal, and 
established the first church with him as the first member. 
During this past vacation there have been student evan
gelistic teams in Nepal, Tibet, Kashmir, Bhutan, Sikkim, 
all kingdoms in the Himalayan fastnesses—with seven 
or eight other teams in Singapore working with Chinese, 
in Malaya, as well as with the Tamils and others scat
tered throughout India. Other pastoral training colleges 
and seminaries are astonished and come asking, "How 
do you manage to get your students to go out on such 
a sacrificial basis? Ours do not wish to do so.” 

Two of the Mennonite missions have erected homes 
to house their representatives on the staff. The first 
was the (O ld) Mennonite Mission, then the General 
Conference Mennonite Mission. A new chapel has 
been completed. A few dormitories have been erected. 
But the big building program is ahead. It is hoped 
that when Frank J. Kline leaves U.S.A. to return to 
India from furlough in June, 1959, he will take with 
him pledges and promises for cash to enable many of 
the much needed buildings to be erected, including a 
library, an administration building, dormitories. The 
opportunities in India are staggering. Yeotmal is pre
pared to do her full share in meeting these needs to 
assist the church of Jesus Christ. Our Mennonite churches 
there are alert to these opportunities, and welcome 
what Union Biblical Seminary, Yeotmal, can do to 
this end.

SEMINARIO 
(Continued from page 75) 

joying the increasing interest and support of its Menno
nite constituency. Forty students are enrolled for the 
coming year. Our facilities will be taxed to the ut
most. Among these students are approximately fifteen 
Argentinians from Bragado. They came to Montevideo 
this year, because the Bragado Bible Institute had to be 
closed. This unites both schools in Montevideo. How
ever, the seminary board decided last year to transfer 
the seminary to Buenos Aires. When this transfer of 
the seminary to Buenos Aires will be possible, we do 
not know, since political and economic conditions in 
Uruguay and Argentina are quite entangled and unpre
dictable. But one thing we do know and believe, 
that the seminary will play an important part in leader
ship training for our colonies, congregations and our 
missionary outreach. This is not a task which the South 
American Mennonites can do alone. They continue to be 
financially weak, but in co-operation with our churches

in the North, we shall endeavor to give young people 
the opportunity for Christian training and send them out 
as pastors, missionaries, Sunday school teachers and youth 
workers—ambassadors for Jesus Christ.

The missionary challenge in South America is great. 
The communists are tremendously active and are work
ing feverishly in the political turmoil which these coun
tries are now experiencing. The Catholic church will 
increase its activity in South America considerably in the 
next ten to twenty years. Unusual efforts are being 
made in many areas to enlist young men for the priest
hood. The Mormons and the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
spread their teaching with enthusiasm. And there are 
millions of indifferent and hungry people. This is our 
challenge. God has intrusted us with the Gospel of 
Salvation for all men. Dare we neglect South America? 
As we work together in building a strong seminary, we 
build congregations and help send out messengers of 
the good news of salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.
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