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Eany Mennonites walked with a certain righteous pride above the

revelry of the world. . . . Yet confronted by the unattainable holiness

of the God revealed in Scripture they bowed low in humility.

The Lost Chord

By ALVIN

OW can we be proud and humble at the same
time? How can we maintain that righteous
pride in being a regenerate people separated

unto God and still at the same time walk with the lowli-

ness and humility that Scripture demands? This is a

necessary question because the hard truth seems to be

that all too often the Mennonites who desire to be noth-
ing but the plain and humble servants of the Most High
only succeed in impressing their brothers as being aloof

and even at times self-righteous. Indeed, after the 1948

worldwide Mennonite Conference American Mennonites

were given this warning by a French brother:

Dear brethren and sisters, take note of the fact that
a church never reaches a state of "having attained,”
of being established in perfection; rather read again
the letters to the seven churches of Revelation. It is
so easy to believe that we are the best one of the
churches, or still better: the best one among the
best! May God preserve you from this for it is a
real danger for you.l

What then is the answer to this charge? | think it is
this. We must at all times keep our eyes upon heaven as
well as upon earth. This is the clue to the combined pride
and humility of a true Christian.

When we look at the world then we do have a real
reason for a certain pride for as Menno Simons writes
of his people: "We put off the old Adam, with his whole
nature and deceitful lusts . . . and put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness.”- Yes Menno is proud, but his pride is in his
new relation to the world, for with Christ's help he has
risen above the world.
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C. CURRIER

However, this is only half of Menno's life for although
he and all early Mennonites walked with a certain right-
eous pride above the revelry of the world, they also sight-
ed their lives by the glory of the holiness of God revealed
in his Word and confronted by this unattainable holiness
they all bowed down in humility. Even the same Menno
who rejoiced in his new being, when he beheld the still
greater righteousness and holiness of God cried out:
"l find day by day that my righteousness is as filthy rags.
When | think that | walk, | fall; when | imagine that
| stand, | am down; and when | think to be something,
then | am nothing.

Could the truth be that we have too often only looked
at the world and have become proud because we have
risen some degrees above it while at the same time we
have failed to look to the heavens to behold the glory
of God to which we have not yet come near? If so, then
perhaps the lost chord that gives the richness to the sym-
phony of Mennonite piety as well as to all Christian
piety is exactly this continual need to look to the glory
of God as well as to the evils of the world from which
we are only so slightly removed. Perhaps Mennonites
need something like the traditional confession of sins
which is such an integral part of Reformed, Lutheran,
Episcopalian, Roman, and other Christian worship. Maybe
this is what Menno Simons had in mind when along with
freedom of conscience, peace, separation unto God, adult
believers baptism, and the ban, he included a daily sigh-
ing and lamenting over their poor, unsatisfactory evil
flesh as an integral part of the faith of the people to
which he belonged. The statement in full reads:

(Continued on page 119)
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How the Dutch Love of Beauty Finds Expression

Art Iin Daily Life in Holland

By HILDA W. KRAHN

HOSE who have not gone to Europe to see for

I themselves are hardly able to fathom the dif-

ference between American and European cul-

tures. One cannot easily grasp the extent to which a

few generations of life in America can alter customs

and values. Among these cultural differences the ap-
preciation for and use of art looms large.

That the Dutch people love beauty becomes evident
the minute one sets foot in this little country. Dutch
cities have their own unique splendor evidenced by
quaint distinctive, ancient architecture or modern well-
designed streamlined structures, neat and clean streets,
and well kept flower beds, hanging baskets, planters,
and bouquets everywhere.

In the Home

As one enters a Dutch home he sees that the func-
tional and utilitarian must yield to the artistic and beauti-
lul. To the American the homes may appear to be a
bit overloaded with pottery, vases, large plates, brass,
copper, and pewter utensils of many kinds, ivory and
wood carvings of the highest order, original paintings,
a variety of draperies, and the ever-present tea service
consisting of dainty china cups set out to use on a mo-
ment's notice. The abundance and arrangement of

(Right) Open air museum in Arnhem showing corner in a typical

old Dutch kitchen with brass utensils and Delft blue tiles. (Below)

An elementary schoolroom in the province of Zeeland showing
pupils in native costume.
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these items lead the American housewife to gasp at the
amount of dusting thus entailed. One often sees a
wall arrangement consisting of a lovely plate and a
piece of tapestry, a yard or more square. Or again a
wall or shelf of plates catch the eye. One sees at a
glance that there is a vast difference between the quality
of the china, pictures, wall hangings, and bric-a-brac
actually found in Dutch homes and that which is dis-
played in inexpensive shops to catch the attention of
tourists. Many a Dutch friend has said to me, "Better
buy one good item than several cheaper ones." Therein
lies the secret of the fact that many a Dutch home is
really a small museum. Each item purchased is selected
with care for its permanent qualities and then handed
down from generation to generation. Many an item that
we Americans would probably discard is given a place
of honor in a Dutch home. | am reminded of the large
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blue Delft urns (vases) with lids on them that one saw
everywhere but could purchase only in antique shops
and wondered why such utensils had ever been invented.
They were too deep to be bean pots and not large enough
in circumference to be cooky jars. All that my ques-
tionings yielded was, "They have no purpose. They
are only beautiful.”

Many a home now modernized proudly displayed a
tile wall, relic of the days when the tiles had served as
protection from the stove. These antique tiles—artistic
and durable—sell for premium prices in antique shops.
The intricate ivory and wood carvings originate for the
most part in Indonesia and are now rare and costly.

A dutch student describing American living rooms
said, "They are like swimming pools without water with
furniture along the outside." By contrast the Dutch
living rooms always boast a center table. Any conversa-
tion group is built around a table. All these tables are
covered by a heavy rug-like fabric which serves two pur-
poses. It is never smuggy or wrinkled and it gives com-
plete protection to the table. It might be in place to
mention at this point that many Dutch kitchens are dingy
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and impractical and the family never dines there. Meal-
time, especially dinner, is an occasion for genuine family
fellowship. Much effort is put forth to make the table-
appointments attractive, chafing dishes are in common
use to keep food hot, and many people regularly serve
in courses even when family members must do the work
themselves. | cite the above to show that the Dutch not
only have artistic items, but they also incorporate art into
their daily practices.

The pictures one sees on the walls in Dutch homes
are usually either originals or very fine reproductions
from famous Dutch masters. Paintings are cherished
far above photographs and one often sees portraits of
family members. Most Americans prefer American
colored films because the colors are brighter. The
Europeans, on the other hand, consider them gaudy and
unreal and much prefer their softer colored films.

One notices a vast difference in the type of cards used
for all types of correspondence. A hand-made card is
cherished far above a bought one. All their cards arc
much more reserved in appearance than ours and ac
free from gaudiness. Birth announcements that we have
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A weather-beaten typical Dutch Fisherman.

received are all dignified printed messages simply stating
the facts—something like our wedding invitations.

Clothing and Food
The art in the homes thus far described has not taken
into consideration those areas and villages where the in-
habitants wear the same type of dress or costume. In
some areas the costumes are beautiful in their own right,
as in Friesland, Marken, and Volendam; in other places
the attractivness lies in the fact that all the people are

interior of Dutch home in Spakenburg showing decora'ive n<nt“s
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dressed alike, as in Spakenburg or Staphorst. There is
a distinctive, unique beauty in any village where every-
one is dressed alike. Furthermore, there is also a pro-
nounced similarity in the architecture and interior ar-
rangement of homes in such a village.

The artistic element is evidenced in the schools in vari-
ous ways. One could find practically every kind of art
work practiced in our own schools. As early as grade
three girls are taught sewing, embroidering, and knitting
along with drawing, painting, weaving, raffia work, etc.,
while the boys are introduced to woodwork. Children
are encouraged to illustrate their original stories and
sometimes to decorate the borders of their papers. Writ-
ten work is done with ink beginning in grade one and
neat work is an absolute necessity, with much emphasis
placed on penmanship.

The Dutch love for beauty is also carried over into
the realm of food. Pastry shops reveal astonishingly
beautiful cakes and candies, including varieties entirely
foreign to us. Each season calls for special items. For
St. Nicholas Day the items made of almond paste are
amazing both for their beauty and variety. Almost
every conceivable item has been reproduced in miniature
in this delicious confection including fruits, flowers, ani-
mals, household items, homes replete with fenced in
yards, flowers, shrubs, and caricatures.

At Easter time the eye-catching items for us were the
delicate Easter bunnies made of white chocolate. They
also make many bird shaped candies—birds on branches
with their nests, bird eggs, etc.

Leisure and Art

And how do the Dutch people spend their leisure
time? It seemed to me they were either out walking or
bicycling or in museums studying the works of the fam-
ous Dutch masters—Rembrandt, Frans Hals, Paulus Pot-
ter, the Ruisdaels'’, Hobbema, van Gogh, Mauve, the
Mesdags, and many others.

Most astonishing to the American Mennonite is the
fact that in Holland art and the Mennonites have gone
hand in hand. The early Reformation in Holland was
for a time largely a movement of the Anabaptists. Af-

and vases and, at right, women in native costume bicycling.
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Dutch farmers closing a deal while their wives watch.

ter severe persecution the Anabaptists were accepted and
soon found their places in the rise of the Golden Age
of Holland. The Anabaptists were among the merchants,
seamen, doctors, and artists who led Holland to become
a prominent world power. Many of the Dutch artists
were Mennonites.

The Dutch Mennonite interest in art is not restricted
to paintings. The church officials often order lovely
plates to be made for certain occasions. Any profit made
on these commemorative pieces goes to the church. The
Dutch youth group continually sells artistically designed
plates bearing the Dutch Mennonite motto:

"Dopen wat mondig is;
Spreken, dat bondig is.

Vrij in’t Christelijk geloven;
Daden gaan woorden te boven.”

Strolling along the canal in holiday finery. (Spakenburg).

Children of Marken playing “London Bridge is Falling Down.
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Dopen
WAT MONDIGIS
SPREKEN.
DAT BONDIGIS

V. PD INT

CHPISTELUK GEIOVEN;,

*

Daten gaan

WOOPDEN
TE DOVER

Dutch Mennonite motto in Delft ware (see text).

(Freely translated "Baptize those who are of age; speak
that which binds. Free in Christian belief; deeds are
above words.”) These plates are made by the famous
Makkum factory and sell for three, four, or five dollars,
depending on size.

The Dutch Mennonites were once divided into groups
much as we are today. Gradually they came together.
One can buy a coffee spoon in either sterling or plated
ware picturing a "sun” and a "lamb” to commemorate
the joining of the church of the Sun and the church of
the Lamb of Amsterdam.

Whether Mennonites in America have shied away from
art because it was considered worldly or whether it simply
did not fit into the economic pattern of frugal and pio-
neering people is open to question. By contrast the Dutch
Mennonites are noteworthy exceptions to the general
Mennonite pattern. Whatever opposition early church
practices may have included quickly faded away and a
keen interest in and appreciation for art soon developed.
It was required that the early Mennonite churches be
"hidden churches,” and even today they are simple in
construction, but many of them are very beautiful. The
Dutch Mennonites have provided a field where art may
truly flourish.

TRENDS IN ART EDUCATION

By LENA WALTNER

surveying the development of art education during

the last fifty years one finds that remarkable changes

have taken place as to our conception regarding the

importance of art in a child's life as well as in methods of

teaching art. Likewise, our conceptions of the importance

of art in our mechanized industrial society have also
changed.

Instead of the antiquated idea of art as being some-
thing to be hung on the wall, we think of it more in the
terms of Emmy Zweybruck who was editor of Everyday
Art, when she said "Everything in life can be put on a
higher level where it becomes art; every day can be a
Sunday — a holy day.” This was her attitude toward
life; it was the faith she lived by and tried to impart to
others. Her career was a dramatic search for the best
means to put this faith into effect.

To Emmy Zweybruck art and life were interdependent.
Instead of feeling that an industrial civilization is dead-
ening to the arts because it rightfully claims machines,
technology, and mass production among its major achieve-
ments, she believed that it must also develop its own
special art forms, and likewise, our artistic sensibilities
must enter our industrial activities and production. Art,
she maintained, grows not in spite of industry but through
industry, just as industry at its best develops not against
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art but with and indeed, into art.

Her idea of making art a part of life finds a hearty
response in the minds of many art educators today.
Whereas we formerly had at times a very limited con-
ception of art we now believe that art should reach all
phases of living. People are coming to realize that the
artist is also a useful member of society. Industry is be-
ginning to realize that it cannot get along without the
artist. Richard A. Florsheim, artist, lecturer and print-
maker says, "We who live in a very material, very picked
up and very productive world have to realize that the
artist is more needed in a strongly materialistic society
than in almost any other kind. We cannot live with our
deep freezes and our jet airplanes and our multiplicity
of gadgets and devices alone. They have to have some
meaning, and this is what art can help to provide.”

During the last twenty or more years our American
culture has been displaying steadily more confident under-
standing of the urge toward creative self-expression and
its meaning in life. For almost the first time in our his-
tory there is evidence to suggest that powerfully indigen-
ous art forms have now taken root in our collective art-
experience and are evolving on a continental scale. There
is a living excitement as well as a peculiarly American
quality to such things as the imaginative assertion of our
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skyscrapers, the livable convenience of our new homes,
the terse originality of our commercial design. The same-
drive is expressing itself in such further expressions as
interior furnishing, landscape gardening, parkway con-
struction and the beginnings of city planning. These re-
lated developments have grown so clearly from everyday
life as the average citizen knows it. Business and the
home have so far yielded the most fertile soil for authen-
tically American self-expression. Folk pageantry and mul-
tinational festivals have flourished, especially in the larger
cities; community singing and folk festivals have become
recognized aspects of life in most parts of the country.
There has been rich and varied development of industrial
hobbies and handicrafts.

Many art schools have been established, organizations
like the American Association of University Women
recognize the arts as part of their program having study-
groups and programs pertaining to art. We now have-
not only state and regional art organizations, but a national
and international one as well, all of which are doing
much to promote various phases of art. Organizations
like the American Red Cross and others have been spon-
soring international exhibits of child art. Art is not merely
something an individual says to another, it often is an
expression of a people. Also through the art work by
children of other countries our students realize how much
they have in common. Where students discuss a painting
by a boy from Indo-China they are not speaking of a
foreigner, but of someone who like themselves has some-
thing to say and has said it in a language that everyone
understands. This may be one step in the direction of
better international understanding.

Speaking more specifically of our art education we can
note the following trends in contrast to previous methods,
particularly in the progressive schools:

1) Free creative expression versus copy work and trac-
ing, for wc have come to believe that children are poten-
tial artists.

2) We let children experience the handling of many
materials, such as clay, yarns, wood, metals, plastics,
papers, etc.

3) Instead of being an isolated subject, we now inte-
grate art with most of the other subjects in school.

4) We believe in drawing out rather than pouring in
through dictation and set formulas.

5) There is a strong emphasis upon motivation which
will lead to creativity under proper guidance.

6) We consider children’s capacities, interests and age
level, and do not expect results according to adult stand-
ards.

7) We believe that art should become a way of life
permeating everything we do.

Furthermore, wc believe that important as it may be
to have children produce the best art of which they are
capable, the art produced is actually a by-product. The
most important product of an art program is a properly
educated child, and not a piece of art or craft work. We
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are concerned as to what the producing of art does to the
child. To sec the unfolding of the intellectual, emotional,
and mental capacities of students from which arises a
corresponding ability, should become our primary concern,
for many a warped personality has been straightened out
through the medium of art.

Through group activities such as doing friezes, stained
glass window effects at Christmas, presenting a puppet
play, etc., children learn to co-operate, they develop
manual dexterity, and learn to solve problems and develop
a greater appreciation of art.

In recent years we have come to realize the tremendous
therapeutic value of art in the rehabilitation of people
who arc physically and mentally ill. Consequently wc
have established occupational therapy schools for special-
ized training in this area.

While some ground has been gained in the field of art,
yet it is regrettable that there are still too many forcer,
militating against our becoming true creators. D. Kenneth
Winebrc-nner, editor of the School Arts Magazine, who
wrote an editorial entitled "Peeping Toms and Copy Cats"
in the December, 1956 issue, deplores the fact that tele-
vision is detrimental to our creativity. He says

"Truly we have become a world of Peeping Tom;,
satisfied in merely watching someone else. Not all
of us, all of the time, but too many of us too much
of the time. Television is not the only guilty party;
we have had an upsurge in the number attending
various kinds of amusements where all that is ex-
pected of the audience is to keep in their seats so
that others will not be distracted. Parallel to this
new emphasis on spectator sports is a growing "do-
it-yourself" movement, which has much which de-
serves commendation if it were not for the commer-
cial emphasis on merely putting things together, or
the emphasis on following stereotyped directions in
packaged kits (which feed the ego, but do not feed
the soul). We are not only Peeping Toms, but we
have become Copy Cats as well.”

He further points out the facts that if we want to pre-
pare the children of today for the future we must not
permit muscles, physical and mental, to become flabby
through inactivity, but to guide the drives of an individ-
ual, to steer his urges and to direct his talents, so that in
old age he may be a contented and unique individual.

The internationally known museums of art and great
masters have their place in our culture to stimulate and
develop art appreciation. However, museum programs
need to be integrated into the life of the community.
They should show people something of what they are
about, what their world is, what they can hope for in the
future, something about city planning, the relationship of
sculpture to architecture, murals to architecture, the process
of printing etc. Once we as Mennonites along with others
realize that it also is a part of art to make all of our
surroundings more attractive then we shall be on the way
to a happier tomorrow.
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The Appeal of
Florida

By MRS. MYRON S. YODER

UMMERTIME is no longer the only time to take
S a vacation. Today industry has made it possible
for virtually everyone to get away from work for
a week or a month or more. The Gulf of Mexico pro-
vides beautiful beaches to be enjoyed any time of the
year. One of the largest vacation spots on the Gulf is
Sarasota, about fifty-five miles south of Tampa, the
largest industrial city and port on Florida’s west coast.

The population of the city of Sarasota has grown from
eighty-five hundred in 1930 to an estimated thirty-five
thousand in 1956, and Sarasota County from twelve
thousand four hundred in 1930 to an estimated sixty
thousand in 1956. There are a number of reasons for a
city covering seventeen square miles and a county of five
hundred and fifty square miles to grow so rapidly.

Christian people who plan to spend a winter vacation
in a warm climate are interested in church facilities. Sara-
sota has one or more church buildings for each of the
Protestant denominations, besides a Catholic church and
a Jewish synagogue. Each of these is filled to overflow-
ing during the tourist season.

Many people choose to vacation or winter in the Sara-
sota area because of the mild climate. According to the
U. S. Weather Bureau the average January temperature
over a period of twenty-four years is 62.3 degrees. The
winters are warm and sunny with an occasional brisk day
to make the season even more delightful.

Sarasota Jungle— famous for its flock of flamingoes.
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Lido Beach with Sarasota Bay and the City of Sarasota
in the background.

In summer the Sarasota area is just as delightful. The
Gulf of Mexico warms the area in winter and cools it in
summer. The summer evenings are cooled by refresh-
ing afternoon thundershowers or by fresh sea breezes
rolling in from the Gulf. The average temperature from
eight p.m. to eight a.m. for June to October is 75 de-
grees. The average annual temperature for the Sarasota
area is 72.4 degrees.

Health-seekers find at Sarasota healthful conditions—
low elevation, freedom from extreme temperatures, low
pollen count, greater iodine content in vegetables, and
invigorating salt air from the Gulf. Sarasota actually has
seven hundred hours more of ultra-violet rays per year
than the sunlight cure areas of Switzerland.

The annual rainfall is about sixty inches with the
heaviest rainfall in July, August, and September. Hurri-
canes in Florida receive much publicity because of the
hurricane warning service. No real hurricane damage
has been experienced in the Sarasota area for many years
and no hurricane has ever killed or injured anyone in
Sarasota.

While there arc some one hundred light industries and
the area is nationally known for its celery farms and cat-
tle ranches, it is primarily a resort center. Its varied at-
tractions range from carnival to culture providing things
of interest for everyone.

Sarasota is sometimes called the "Cultural Center of
the South" for it boasts several museums and an exten-
sive colony of artists, writers and musicians. The John
and Mable Ringling Museum of Art contains this coun-
try's great collection of the Flemish master, Peter Paul
Rubens, and many other famous works of art. Experts
have called it one of the finest art museums in America.
Both the Ringling residence near the Museum, and the
Museum were presented to the State of Florida by the
late great circus magnate, John Ringling. Another mu-
seum honoring the late Ringling is the Circus Flail of
Fame. Exhibits housed there record the history of the
circus. Many people spend much time at thfc circus’\Vih-
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Garden Court of the John and Mablo Ringling Museum of Art,
Sarasota.

ter quarters watching the performers perfecting their
acts.

To those interested in sports the area has much to offer.
There is both salt and fresh water fishing, water skiing,
boating, sailing, and swimming. There are municipally
owned shuffleboards; tennis, lawn bowling and croquet
courts, and private golf courses.

Those interested in music practice can sing with the
Sarasota Choral Society. The Society presents public pro-
grams at Christmas and Easter. Instrumentalists prac-
tice and play with the West Coast Symphony who give
four concerts each year under the direction of Alexander
Block, in the Sarasota Civic Band who give concerts dur-
ing the winter season. The Sarasota Concert Association
presents a series of five All-Star Concerts.

Not all who visit the Sarasota area do so because of
poor health or of their eagerness to take advantage of the
city’s cultural opportunities. Many come to enjoy the surf
and sand of the thirty-five miles of beaches. Here they
pass many hours gathering shells—some to take along
home for a collection, others to be used in shell craft.
Probably most people go to southern Florida merely to
enjoy the beauties in a tropical country. They like to re-
lax in a lounge chair on the beautiful grass-carpeted lawns
to watch the rhythmic swaying of the Spanish moss, an
air plant which uses the branches of trees for its support.

From the tall, long-leafed pines and the graceful
water oaks come the beautiful songs of the mocking bird.
The cardinal's brilliant red dress makes it one of the most
attractive birds. The bold blue jay in his colorful attire
is a favorite too, even though he is possessive at times.
Many Sarasotans feed birds on their lawns and are re-
warded by having scores of them nest in the trees and
shrubs about their homes.

Flowering trees of many kinds make it possible to have
a tree in bloom almost every month in the year. The
royal poindana with its huge red umbles is probably the
most attractive, but the African Gold Tree and the lovely
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blue jacaranda arc almost as popular. Other beautiful
ones are the tree hibiscus, the flowering tulip and the
poor man's orchid tree with its orchid-like flowers of
purple and white. The dainty blooms of the citrus fruit
trees are less colorful but fill the air with sweet perfume.

Tropical fruit-bearing trees always interest visitors from
temperate climates. The citrus trees are colorful during
the winter bearing flowers, green and ripe fruit all at
one time. Other fruit-bearing trees found on many
lawns arc the guava, mango, avocado, pear, banana and
papaya. Cocoanut palms and pecan trees are rather com-
mon.

Many varieties of ornamental palms and the variegated
leaves of crotons always draw their share of attention. Al-
most every lawn has several flowering shrubs. The most
common are the hibiscus, alamanda, bougain-villaea and
poinsettia. Beautiful flowering vines range in color from
the very colorful orange flame vine to the delicate pink
of the coral vine. Annual flowers: roses, gladioli, pe-
tunias and scores of others, bloom as well here as in any
northern garden.

Lovers of wild life find much of interest in Sarasota
County. Water birds, the cormorant, pelican, sea gull
and sandpiper visit the mangrove islands of Sarasota Bay,
while inland along drainage canals are many cranes and
herons and a few egrets. In the wooded areas are wild
turkeys and many covies of quail.

In the wild animal preserve of Myaka State Park, seven-
teen miles east of Sarasota, deer roam undisturbed. Grey
fox, bob-cats, racoons, opossum, alligators, turtles, snakes,
and squirrels are found in the less populated areas.

It is truly remarkable that so many exciting, interest-
ing and unusual things are found in such a relatively small
area as Sarasota, city and county. Rarely does one find a
city like Sarasota with such a broad appeal to a great
variety of tastes for both summer and winter vacationers.

Sarasota fish story with accompanying evidence.
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The Pinecraft Mennonite Church (Lancaster Conference) and Tuttle

The Mennonite-Amish

Avenue Mennonite Church (Virginia Conference), both in Sarasota.

Invasion of the South

TheMennonites inFlorida

By JOHN UMBLE

LTHOUGH the first Mennonites to come to
A Florida made their home in Tampa, the Amish

and Mennonite settlement founded in Sarasota,
south of Tampa, a quarter century ago has now developed
into five congregations, the largest concentration of Amish
and Mennonites in the Deep South. The Amish wor-
ship service, held on alternate Sundays in the homes of
Daniel D. Kurtz and Roman Miller three miles east of
Fruitville, on the eastern edge of Sarasota, during the
winter of 1928-29, now meets in the home of Levi Yo-
der in Pinecraft, a suburb of Sarasota, on Sunday after-
noons. Here, to preserve the Amish tradition of hold-
ing the worship service in a private residence, a dwelling
house was remodeled in the fall of 1956 in order to
accommodate a larger congregation. Meeting in the
afternoon allows some of the Amish to attend the union
services at the Pinecraft church in the morning and also
provides a "wholesome place to go” for the Amish young
people in the afternoon.

Amish and Mennonites Worship Together

A union organization, formed by Amish, Amish Men-
nonite, Conservative Amish Mennonite and Mennonite
families conducted a German-English Sunday school for
about ten years and in 1911 purchased the abandoned
school building in Fruitville. The organization, then
officially designated "The Mennonite, Conservative and
Amish Church of Sarasota, Florida," is a unique creation
among American Mennonites. Later the trustees sold the
Fruitville building, purchased the First Presbyterian
church in Pinecraft, sold it because it was too small, then
purchased a large bakery in Pinecraft and remodelled it
into the present Pinecraft (union) Church in 19-16. This
union effort is the oldest legally constituted Mennonite
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and Amish church organization in the area. One of the
first trustees, the venerable and highly respected Daniel
D. Kurtz, formerly of Obhio, still serves on the board
and helps to preserve the original agreement that the
meetinghouse must be open for services to any of the
Amish and Mennonite groups without discrimination.
Otho B. Shenk, a Mennonite minister formerly of Elida,
Ohio, but not now a member of any Mennonite confer-
ence, is the year-round spiritual leader.

The Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Conference has
organized a small congregation in Pinecraft and has ap-
pointed Joseph Nissley, former superintendent of the Al-
toona, Pennsylvania, Mission as pastor. His congrega-
tion meets with the other worshippers at the Pinecraft
church, but it has no separate legal title to the building.

Pinecraft—An Amish-Mennonite Paradise

The area known as Pinecraft has become the "sum-
mer and winter" home of a considerable number of
Amish, Mennonites, Amish Mennonites and Conserva-
tive Amish Mennonites. The two latter groups are
gradually dropping the word "Amish” from their official
designation. During the winter months an estimated two
thousand or more members of these church groups crowd
into Pinecraft and into the section north and east of
Pinecraft officially laid out as the Homecroft Addition,
but not recognized as apart from Pinecraft. Laid out
originally as the "Sarasota National Tourist Camp,” Pine-
craft was intended to furnish cheap living accommoda-
tions for the annual flood of winter tourists visiting
Sarasota. It lies in the triangle formed by Bahia Vista
Street on the north and Phillippi Creek which at this
point runs southeast. The lots are forty feet square. Be-
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The quarterly Mennonite Christian Workers meeting of Sarasota congregations, assembling at the Bayshore Church, Christmas 1955.

tween each two rows of lots a street, thirty feet wide, runs
south from Bahia Vista Street, eleven streets in all num-
bered from One to Eleven in the original plot. The area
lies about one mile south of Main Street in Sarasota and
nearly five miles cast of Sarasota Bay. One not too laud-
able reason for its popularity is the lack of build-
ing restrictions. Lying outside the city limits of Sar-
asota, it escapes the high city taxes but it has no sew-
age disposal facilities except the septic tanks easily in-
stalled in the sandy soil. Some dwellings lack even these.
Few of the winter residences arc modern. Single dwell-
ings, duplexes, apartments, motels, trailers of all kinds,
large and small, even tents, crowd the area.

Covering four of the tiny Pinecraft lots, the Pinecraft
church, eighty by eighty fc-ct, has an average winter at-
tendance of over seven hundred worshippers. True to
the Amish and Mennonite tradition the men sit on the
west side of the auditorium and the women on the east.
Amish, Mennonites and Conservative Amish from scores

of sections in the United States and Canada meet together
for the English services held on Sunday morning and
evening. The geographical differences are reflected in the
dress of both men and women but especially in the style
of the devotional prayer head covering of the women.
At a recent Sunday morning service a visitor distinguished
at least nine different styles—black and white," press-
pleated and plain, narrow crowned and wide crowned,
stiffly starched and unstarched. The tie strings were just
as varied—black or white, narrow or wide, tied or untied,
the latter hanging down over the chest or thrown back
over the shoulder or both ends sewed together and worn
in a loop down the back. Most of the worshippers were
Old Order Amish or Conservative Amish, but Mennonite
women with the abbreviated prayer head covering worn
in the Middle West also were present. Mennonite men
wearing the conventional American suit (referred to in
the sermon as "the necktie crowd") mingled with long-
bearded Amish men wearing the "broadfall” trousers and

View of inferior of »he Bayshore Mennonite Church (Ohio and Eastern Conference) and an exterior view with the Sunday school annex.
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The Gospel Chapel conducted by the Tuttle Avenue Mennonite Church and the Palm Grove Mennonite Church (Conservative Mennonite).

short-bearded Conservatives wearing the collarless coat
or suspenders without the coat. One of the temptations
which such an audience presents to some of the visiting
preachers is to refer repeatedly and indiscriminately to
"educationalist«, intellectualism and modernism” in an
apparent attempt to strike a popular note. But in spite
of certain shortcomings the Pinecraft church fills a real
need. Attendance at its Sunday morning services exceeds
that of any other Mennonite church in Florida. In spite
of the large attendance the small parking lot is never
filled. The Old Order Amish own no cars and all pre-
fer to walk the few hundred yards from their homes.

Bayshore Mennonite Church

The Mennonites in the fashionable Bayshore section in
the northwestern part of Sarasota were the first to or-
ganize a congregation under a district conference. In

no

19-0 northern Mennonites, mostly winter residents,
formed a society, "Mennonite Christian Endeavor,” and
purchased a block of city lots, intending to erect a taber-
nacle for worship services. Some of the early promoters
were J. E. Brunk, of Goshen, Indiana; the late J. M.
Long, of Nappanee, Indiana; the late Robert M. Luther,
of Johnstown, Pennsylvania; and Benjamin F. Zehr, of
Lowville, New York. About the same time the perma-
nent Mennonite residents of Sarasota, nearly all of whom
were members of the Ohio and Eastern Amish Mennonite
Conference, petitioned that body to organize them into
a congregation. Two Ohio bishops completed the organi-
zation of the "Bayshore Mennonite Congregation” in
April 1945. During the same year the congregation
erected on land donated by members of "Mennonite
Christian Endeavor,” a stucco concrete block building and
dedicated it on February 3, 1946. The first trustees of
the new organization were the heads of all the families
residing permanently in Sarasota County; Henry Cross-
grove, Irvin Eicher, Oien Eicher, and Ernest Miller, all
formerly of Fulton County, Ohio, and Myron S. Yoder
of Goshen, Indiana. This congregation has by far the
largest membership of any Mennonite church in Florida

T. H. Brenneman recording Sunday school lesson for later broadcast.
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The Pinecraft Public School attended by children from Mennonite

and is currently studying the possibility of enlarging the
auditorium of its church building. Within recent years
it has enlarged the Sunday school building on an adjoin-
ing lot. This now contains Sunday school classrooms, a
fellowship room with a huge open fireplace for women’s
sewing circle and Mennonite Youth Fellowship activities
and library. Nine landscaped lots furnish ample room
for expansion and parking space. The congregation sup-
ports a full-time pastor, Bishop Timothy H. Brenneman,
formerly of Elida, Ohio, and former missionary to Argen-
tina. His wife, nee Rowena Leedy, is also of Elida.

Tuttle Avenue Mennonite Church

About five years after the Ohio group organized the
Bayshore congregation and erected a meetinghouse in the
northwestern part of the city of Sarasota seven or eight

(RighJ) The Ybor City Mennonite Church (Spanish) in Tampa and
(below) the Sharon Christian Day School on the same lot as church.
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families and former Presbyterian church now an Amish home.

miles from Pinecraft, Henry Brunk and several other
members of the Virginia Mennonite Conference decided
to build a church in the southeastern section about a quar-
ter of a mile west of Pinecraft. Brunk had previously
purchased a tract southwest of the intersection of Tuttle
Avenue and Bahia Vista Street and laid it out in lots as
"Brunks Addition." Three of the four blocks in the ad-
dition contain twenty-two lots each. Brunk supervised the
erection of the Tuttle Avenue Mennonite Church, financed
in part by the sale of lots, chiefly to Mennonites. On
June 9, 1951, he and his wife, Nora E. Brunk, deeded



nine lots on Tuttle Avenue (between Floyd Avenue and
Temple Court) to Jason H. Weaver, Luman H. Yoder
and Henry Brunk, "trustees of the Tuttle Avenue Men-
nonite Church, an unincorporated religious society under
the jurisdiction of the Virginia Conference of the Men-
nonite Church.” Under the pastorate of Myron Augs-
burger the congregation made commendable growth. After
he left to do evangelistic work, Paul Martin served as
pastor. Later H. Michael Shenk served as acting pastor.
During the current year he was installed as pastor by the
Virginia conference.

About the middle of this century certain problems arose
in the union organization known officially as the "Mcn-
nonite. Conservative and Amish Church of Sarasota,
Florida,” that led to unhappiness and misunderstanding.
Most of the original founders of the organization enjoyed
its informal fellowship. Ministers of any of the co-
operating groups were welcome to preach to the congre-
gation assembled for worship on a Sunday morning or at
other times by appointment. But after the Ohio and
Virginia Mennonites built churches at Bayshore and Tut-
tle Avenue, the Conservative Amish Mennonites gradual-
ly assumed a leading role in the Pinecraft church. A
member of that conference circulated a paper to be
signed by those who wished to organize a Conservative
Amish Mennonite Church. Meanwhile, a member of the
Lancaster Mennonite Conference circulated a paper to
organize a congregation at the Pinecraft church under the
Lancaster Conference. Through some misunderstanding
several Amish and Conservative Amish Mennonites, in-
cluding a minister and bishop, Menno Coblentz, signed
this petition thus signifying, in effect, their uniting with
the Lancaster Conference. When the promoter of the
Conservative congregation returned to Sarasota in the fall,
Menno Coblentz applied to the Lancaster Conference for
a church letter. The Lancaster bishops took no action
on the application.

Conservative Amish Mennonite Church
Finally, in 1953 the annual Conservative Amish Men-
nonite Conference meeting at Hartville, Ohio, decided
"since the Lancaster Conference has delayed Bro. Co-

Residence of Negro Mennonites in Newtown, near Gospel Chapel.
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blentz's church letter, ... to accept him as a member
of the C. A. Mennonite Conference recognizing his bish-
op office and officiating at the Pinecraft Conservative
Church, Sarasota, Florida.” The Conference decided
further "in the event of necessity, that plans be formu-
lated to erect a church building in the Pinecraft area for
public worship services.”

This action resulted in the building of the Palmgrove
Conservative Amish Mennonite Church in the addition
originally named "Homecroft" but now included in the
general area known by the older name, "Pinecraft.” On
March 30U, 195-i, David Miller, Edward Yoder and Clar-
ence Miller, "trustees of the Palm Grove Conservative
Mennonite Church of Pinecraft,” purchased a plot of
ground two hundred forty-four feet long, facing the
north and south street running past the Pinecraft school
building and extending one hundred eighty feet back
from the street. The building, forty by eighty feet, of
white stuccoed cement block construction, makes an im-
posing appearance.

The ministers and congregations of the Bayshore, Tut-
tle Avenue, Palm Grove and Tampa churches enjoy par-
ticularly amicable relations. They cooperate in a quarterly
Sunday school meeting and in the annual four-week "She-
kinah Bible School” held each January in the Tuttle Ave-
nue Church. Over two hundred people, old and young,
from nineteen states and one Canadian province regis-
tered for the 1957 school and attendance at some of the
evening sessions exceeded two hundred fifty.

Beginnings in Sarasota County

The Mennonite hegira to Sarasota County was sparked
by a hunting-fishing trip to Florida by five young Amish
men in the winter of 192-1-25. They equipped a truck
with tent-like double-deck sleeping quarters and visited
Tampa and Miami, cooking their meals enroute. One of
the group, Moses Kurtz, of Ohio, played the mandolin;
the others told him that they would cook the meals if he
would play his instrument. The young men were delighted
with the winter climate of Florida and the opportunities
for remunerative employment at the building trades. The
next fall, Moses Kurtz persuaded his father, Daniel D.
Kurtz, to spend the winter in Florida. They drove to Flori-
da with a young friend in the latter's automobile. Kurtz’
wife, two younger sons and three daughters followed him
to Tampa by train. They were accompanied by several
other Amish families for whom the Kurtz family provided
shelter while they were finding a home.

During their residence in Tampa, Kurtz learned of a
tract of muck land, "Venice Farms,” about seventy miles
farther south. There a development company promised
productive land and easy access to good markets. Daniel
Kurtz and several others purchased lots in Venice Farms
in the fall of 1926, but the venture resulted in disappoint-
ment. The tannic acid that developed from the decaying
pencil-like palmetto roots stunted or killed most of the
plants cultivated by the new settlers and for the crops that
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Mennoniles in Florida play a large part in the production of

pascal celery to be shipped north. After the ground is prepared

(above) a celery setting machine plants five rows simultaneously

(right). Celery is harvested and placed in baskets (below) vor
transport north.

did mature there was no market because the development
company was unable to keep its promise to provide mar-
kets for the muck crops. Watermelons that did mature
could not be sold for even a nickel each.

Thoroughly disheartened and disillusioned by his re-
verses in Venice Farms, Daniel Kurtz was ready to give
up farming and to devote all his time to the carpenter
trade. But his wife visited the Palmer Farms develop-
ment about seven miles east of Sarasota Bay and persua-
ded her husband to invest about five thousand dollars in a
partially cleared tract of muck land with water rights on
November 1, 192S. He built a substantial cement block
house, still in excellent condition and now faced with per-
mastone. In Venice he purchased twelve cottages of the
prefabricated type, dismantled them and had them trans-
ported to his new land purchase to house the host of sea-
sonal workers needed to cultivate, harvest and market the
muck crops. Later he rented an additional six acres. His
brother-in-law, Roman Miller (now deceased) purchased
twenty acres near by. The Kurtz and Miller families
moved to their new vegetable lands in the fall of 1928-29.
These Amish families and their young friends, who came
to Florida to seek winter-time employment, formed the
nucleus of the present Amish and Mennonite settlement in
the city and county of Sarasota.

Early Religious Services

From the time of their first arrival in Tampa in the fall
of 1926 the Amish decided that they must not neglect
holding religious services. No minister being present,
they conducted a kind of informal Sunday school or Bible
reading. Without formal organization by the election of
officers they merely began at the first chapter of Matthew
reading chapter after chapter from their German New
Testaments each Sunday until they returned to their north-
ern homes in the spring about April 1. They marked
their New Testaments so that they would know where to
begin in the fall.

The first Amish worship services in Florida were con-
ducted by Moses Coblentz, an Amish bishop, the father
of Mrs. Daniel Kurtz and Mrs. Roman Miller. During
the winter of 1928-29 he held services in their two homes
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alternately. The next winter two Amish Mennonite fami-
lies from Fulton County,Ohio, the Menno Nofzigers and
the Jacob Griesers, joined the Amish families and met
with them in theirworship services. By 1930-31 when the
resident families and the Amish boys who helped in the
vegetable fields could no longer be accommodated in the
homes, the group had services in the Tatum Ridge school
house about a mile east of the Daniel Kurtz home for
four years. Mcnnonites, Amish Mennonites and Conser-
vative Amish Mcnnonites met with the Amish in their
services and visiting ministers of any of the groups would
be invited to preach after Sunday school.

By 193-1-35 an English class was organized for some
northern visitors unfamiliar with the German language.
When a violent windstorm blew the school building off
its foundation the next fall, the Myron Yoders, who were
the first Mennonite family to make Sarasota their "sum-
mer and winter" home, secured permission from the Board
of Public Instruction of Sarasota County to conduct Sun-
day school and church services in the Fruitville public
school building about four miles nearer Pinecraft which
was becoming something of an Amish and Mennonite
winter residential center. Now for the first time the Sun-
day school with John F. Slabaugh of Goshen, Indiana,
elected as superintendent, was conducted for the most part
in English.  "Singings" continued in the Amish homes on
Sunday evenings. But a group of Mennonites and others
also held an open-air outdoor religious service in Pine-
craft. A Conservative Amish Mennonite minister usually
preached a sermon following the service. Later they initi-

113



ated an outdoor young people’s meeting held in the eve-
ning. The number was small, seldom over fifty, and
members of all the Amish and Mennonite groups needed
each other for a satisfactory social and religious fellow-
ship. So long as no conference organized a congregation,
members of all groups worshipped together, sang each
other’s hymns, and heard each other's ministers preach.
Bearded Amishmen, their wives and daughters wearing
the prescribed cape, black hose, full pleated skirt and de-
votional headdress, worshipped with the more conven-
tionally dressed Mennonites and both groups were equally
at home with the Conservative Amish Mennonites who
formed a sort of cultural link between the other two.

This amalgamation as already mentioned resulted in
1941 in unique official action by the associated groups.
They learned that the Board of Public Instruction of Sara-
sota County intended to sell the Fruitville school building
in which they were holding their Sunday morning worship
service. On February 23, 1941, Bishop Eli B. Stoltzfus,
of Aurora, Ohio, a member of the Ohio and Eastern A.
M. Conference who happened to be visiting in Sarasota,
presided at an organization meeting (184 being present)
which elected trustees for the Mennonite, Conservative
and Amish Church of Sarasota, Florida.

From this parent organization, as already mentioned,
have sprung the Bayshore Mennonite, Tuttle Avenue Men-
nonite and Palmgrove Conservative Mennonite congrega-
tions, each with its own meetinghouse, program of week-
ly services and separate board of trustees, as well as an
Old Order Amish congregation meeting in the home of
Levi Yoder in Pinecraft on Sunday afternoons. In addi-
tion to these five is the Lancaster Conference congregation
meeting in the Pinecraft church.

During the period of gas rationing the number of win-
ter visitors declined sharply; but in recent years the Men-
nonite and Amish population has been making prodigious
gains. This population is made up of three groups: peo-
ple from a dozen or more northern states who are build-
ing or buying dwellings and making Florida their perma-
nent year-round home; a large number who maintain their
northern home but purchase a Sarasota property for a win-
ter residence; and a constantly growing number who rent
a house or an apartment or who occupy a unit in a motel
for from one or two to eight or ten weeks to escape the
coldest winter season in the north.

The official membership figures of the Mennonite con-
gregations in Sarasota County and city do not register ac-
curately the permanent Mennonite population. Follow-
ing baptismal services at Bayshore in February, 1957, the
membership was 189. On account of the number of young
families at Bayshore and Tuttle Avenue the number of
year-round residents is considerably larger than the mem-
bership figures indicate (Tuttle Avenue, 56). At all but
the Bayshore church, however, attendance at the Sunday
services is very small in summer. At the regular preach-
ing services at the Tuttle Avenue, Pinecraft and Palmgrove
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the churches’ attendance fell below fifty during the past
summer.

But the scene changes as winter approaches. Every fall
the northerners arrive a little earlier and they remain long-
er in the spring. In the Bayshore and Tuttle Avenue areas
and in Pinecraft where many Mennonite-owned residences
stand empty during the summer months, November and
December witness the return of the owners. Lawns re-
vive, gardens are planted and automobiles hum along the
quiet streets. Church attendance soon doubles and trebles
and Sunday morning offerings rise in proportion. But af-
ter Christmas and New Year the annual stampede of
tourists fills every church to the doors. Even in Decem-
ber the Bayshore congregation found it necessary to pro-
vide two worship services, one at nine and the other at
eleven with the Sunday school hour in between at ten.
During February the ushers carried chairs from the Sunday
school rooms to accommodate the overflow audiences on
the broad sidewalks in front of the church. To make it
possible for the local congregation to be together for bap-
tismal services and the reception of a class of applicants
for membership, it was necessary to hold a special mid-
week service in the evening. Since a large proportion of
the winter residents are older people their gray heads lend
a distinctive character to a Sunday morning congregation.
A few who leave the freezing temperature in the North,
find the mid-day eighty to eighty-five readings rather op-
pressive at first.

What Attracts Mennonites to Florida?

What induces the northern Mennonite and Amishman
to choose Florida as his permanent residence or to return
year after year for the winter season? The climate, un-
doubtedly, is a large factor. To enjoy spring or fall and
even summer temperatures while northerners are enduring
the hazards of icy streets, suffering broken bones and
skidding cars, is in itself a prime inducement to live in
Florida. Balmy breezes, blooming semi-tropical flowers,
singing birds all lend their bit of charm. Climate and
economical living conditions were a leading attraction for
the first Amish and Mennonite settlers in the Sarasota
area. Located on the Gulf coast instead of the Atlantic,
Sarsota is not subject to damage from the destructive
hurricanes that periodically ravage the east coast of the
state. Situated only a short distance from the Gulf, the
area enjoys a milder climate and is less liable to frost
damage than Tampa fifty miles farther north. There
some of the first Amish and Mennonites settled and
there the Lancaster Mennonite Conference still conducts
two missions and a school for the children of the Spanish
descendants of the Cuban cigarmakers attracted to "Ybor
City” in Tampa when northern tobacco processors moved
their factories south to avoid labor trouble. Congenial
living conditions attract thousands of northerners to
Sarasota every year, especially older people, who remain
for the winter season.
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Leisure and Work

But to attract Amish and Mennonites as permanent
residents a location must offer more than agreeable
weather conditions. It must provide job opportunities
and modest financial rewards for the farmer, the laborer,
the artisan. These, the Sarasota-Pinecraft area offers.
Mennonites and Amish who make Florida their perma-
nent home are builders and farmers. The Bayshore con-
gregation includes contractors, carpenters, masons, plumb-
ers, cement workers, lawn caretakers, teachers, nurses,
saleswomen, cabinet makers and at least one realtor
whose name appears regularly among those who have
made sales. Three members of the congregation are
members of the Palmer Farms Cooperative Growers Asso-
ciation which raises, processes and ships truckload after
truckload and carload after carload of pascal celery to
northern markets from December to May. Two of them
are the Florida representatives for the celebrated "Bil-
Jax, Inc." steel scaffolding and add materially to their
annual income in this manner. Members of the other
congregations list in addition to some of these occupa-
tions a radish grower, hardware dealer, groceryman, res-
taurant owner, and a produce merchant. One member
and his family are doing well raising and packing the
highly prized "Bibb Lettuce.” At the beginning of the
present season they purchased two hundred thousand

AUSBUND

By JOH. P. CLASSEN

Ausbund is a name of the oldest Swiss Anabaptist
songbook, which has been in use since the days of the
Reformation. No doubt many people including those who
are still using the Ausbund in their worship services have
been and are wondering what this title means. During the
days of the origin of the songbook Ausbund many other
books appeared under this title. This title was particularly
popular with secular and folk songs.

In present-day German the word "Ausbund" implies
as a rule that a person is unruly, wild or unusually bad.
During tire sixteenth century, "Ausbund” meant just the
opposite. It was something or somebody very desirable,
beautiful and model. It could also mean top performance,
the best available. It is in this manner that the title
Ausbund originated and a selection of early Anabaptist
hymns was thus designated. The title implied that the
editor had selected the best hymns.

(See article, "Early German Anabaptist Hymn Books,”
Mennonite Life, April, 1957, page 61.)
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artistically lettered plastic bags in which their product
appears in selected stores in the Sarasota area. The pas-
tor of the Bayshore congregation, until a year ago a part-
time painter, is now receiving full-time support by means
of monthly offerings. He conducts “The Sunday School
Hour," presented each Sunday morning over the local
radio station and meets with the Bayshore Radio Chorus
each Tuesday evening to practice and record the program.
The pastor of the Tuttle Avenue Church works half time
at the carpenter trade and receives the remainder of his
support from free-will offerings. He also presents a
fifteen minutes gospel radio broadcast each Sunday morn-
ing following the "Sunday School Hour.” The pastor
of the Palmgrove Church works as a painter and serves
part-time as an evangelist. One of the Pinecraft preach-
ers is employed as vegetable man at one of the "Qwik-
Chek” grocery chain stores.

A few years ago a post-graduate sociology student at
the University of Florida made a careful study of the Bay-
shore congregation and concluded that the Mennonite
community in Sarasota had the necessary economic and
sociological foundation to insure its permanence as a re-
ligious organization. Its solidarity, its fine Christian fel-
lowship and its spirit of unity amid diversity promise
well for its future growth and influence in the city.

Audio-Visual Aids for Church and Community

As a service to churches and communities, Mennonite
Life has available various materials on the story of the
Christian church. The following is a partial listing of
these.

1. The widely-acclaimed Martin Luther film is refresh-
ing and challenging. If you have not seen it, arrange to
have it shown. Some communities make a practice of
showing it every year in connection with Reformation
Sunday.

2. A color film strip with sound entitled, The Living
Church, in three parts with accompanying sound record,
is now available. This film strip includes a treatment of
the Mennonites in its presentation of the Christian church
from its beginning to the present. Excellent for youth
meetings and church family nights.

3. Two colored slide sets with scripts entitled, The
Middle Ages and The Protestant Reformation have been
secured from Life magazine. Either set will be found
useful for program or study material.

4. Colored slides with scripts are available on the Men-
nonites in various countries as well as on Mennonite in-
stitutions and activities. We are constantly adding to these
slides. A unique series of slides on Mennonites in art is
in preparation.

For details concerning reservations, rental fees, etc.,
write to Mennonite Life, North Newton, Kansas.
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Out of darkness— two refugeees make it to the Austrian border.

ROBABLY never before in the history of man-
P kind have so many people been forced to flee or
been driven out of their homelands (over 35
million since World War Il alone) as in this "modern,
progressive” twentieth century.

Fleeing through the snow-covered woods toward freedom and hope.
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By JOHN H

Just What Is a Refugee?

The Oxfoul Universal Dictionary states that a re-
fugee is "... One who, owing to religious persecution
or political troubles, seeks refuge in a foreign country

” And yet this definition would not include millions
of uprooted peoples, since they are still living in their
own countries, nominally at least; witness Korea, Viet
Nam, and Germany, to mention only a few of the most
obvious ones. Yes, there are many shades of meaning
to this word "refugee” nowadays.

In Austria, officialdom has arbitrarily labeled three
categories of stateless persons as follows: 1) Displaced
Persons, 2) Expellees, 3) Escapees. The first group in-
cludes mostly eastern Europeans, who were brought to
Germany during the war to work in the war arsenal.
Though now in the minority as a result of activity by the
International Refugee Organization (IRO), these people-
have perhaps gone through the most hardships. They are
the ones, who have been living in crowded barrack camps
for nearly a decade and a half. The term, "expellee,”
usually refers to ethnic Germans, who fled before ad-
vancing Soviet armies, or were forced out of Eastern
Europe, during and immediately following the war.
Finally, the large horde of unfortunates, who escaped
from their respective homelands after the Iron Curtain
was rung down, have been named "escapees.” A sub-
division, so to speak, of this last category would include
the "New Hungarians,” as those of that nationality were
called who have escaped since October 23, 1956.

The World Council of Churches through its Division

Gypsies among the Hungarian refugees at reception center.
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the Refugee

1 HARSHBARGER

of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees has, since
its inception, attempted to ameliorate the conditions of
uprooted peoples, wherever they might be found through-
out the world. This has been done in various ways, and
it has been a great privilege for me to be able to help
in my own small capacity as a resettlement officer in the
W.C.C. service to refugees office in Salzburg, Austria.

Helping- the Refugee

The job in the Resettlement Department had many
facets. The first task was to interview the refugee and
counsel with him as to his best chance for resettlement
in the light of the immigration programs being sponsored
by various countries and of his own aptitudes and desires.
Some governments operated labor schemes through their
foreign services, W.C.C. lending to the refugee moral,
advisory, and monetary support when needed. In other
countries sponsorship schemes were in operation, and
our overseas offices then played a direct part in procur-
ing these sponsorships through the churches.

In any case, the second step of our operation involved
assembling a so-called "dossier" on each case (single
person or family). This file included a basic immigra-
tion form, containing the refugee's personal data, amount
of education, language abilities, work history, health
condition, and the general impression of the interviewer
regarding the applicant. Also present were photos, pro-
fessional documents, and work recommendations wherev-
er available. These dossiers were then sent in several
copies via our Geneva headquarters to the respective

A refugee is registered and interviewed by WCC worker.
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A church converted into refugee reception center.

overseas office, where it was used either directly or in-
directly, as the scheme demanded.

It was then more or less a job of guiding the appli-
cant through the usual maze of red tape attached to con-
sular processing for a visa. There would be medical ex-
amination (principally X-rays), collecting of personal
documents, i.c. birth certificates and other pertinent pa-

A typical refugee camp— the only home many thousands have.
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per;;, procuring a travel document, and appearance for
personal interview (usually after a long period of wait-
ing) at the respective consulate. All this activity also
cost money, and W.C.C., if need be, was always ready
to give the necessary amount to the refugee on a loan
basis to be repaid in the country of immigration.

The final stage was to help the emigrant in his final prep-
arations for departure, more specifically in his arrangements
with the Austrian government, such as the Ministry of
Interior, Ministry of Finance, and customs officials. In
addition to this advisory assistance, there was the ship or
air booking to be made, and the arrangements for inland
travel to be settled. Finally, very often it was our privi-
lege to stand on the train platform and wave goodbye to
migrants going forth into a new future.

Of course, at every stage of the aforementioned process-
ings, snags could be struck. The road almost never ran
as smoothly as it appears on paper. If the applicant was
rejected anywhere along the line it was our job to con-
sole him and begin all over with the counseling. At any
given time, W.C.C. had in its files cases of people who
had been waiting as much as four or five years for their
plans to materialize. To counsel with these people to
remain patient was seldom an easy job. Ten years or
more after entering the West, some refugees are still sit-
ting in camps today and staring a meaningless future in
the face.

Ethnic Germans and Others

At the time | entered upon my duties in Austria dur-
ing the closing months of 1952, there were in that small
country over 250,000 refugees, made up of all three of
the aforementioned groups. The majority, however, were
ethnic Germans, and so there was sincere hope that many
of them would be able to integrate into the Austrian
economy and life. This hope proved to be well-founded
during the course of the following years, since many of
the ethnic Germans decided to do just that.

However, for the seventy-odd thousand non-ethnic Ger-
mans, or foreign speaking refugees as we called them in
Austria, the problem was different and more difficult.
Furthermore, this number was being constantly added to
during my entire period of service by a steady influx of
new escapees.

Because the majority of them did not know the German
language well enough, they were relegated for the most
part to the menial tasks of the economy, ones which
were unskilled. Therefore, very few could visualize any
type of a secure future within the extremely stratified
Austrian economy. On the other hand, for reasons too
complex to be entered upon here, several major countries
of immigration preferred ethnic Germans to non-Ger-
manic immigrants in their programs. One can see the
dilemma which was presented.

Fortunately, an organization was called into being in
1952 by the United States government, which was de-

A refugee camp on the outskirts of Linz, Austria.

signed specifically to alleviate the position of these un-
fortunates. It came to be known as the United States
Escapee Program (USEP), and considered as its respon-
sibility all non-ethnic German refugees, who had escaped
from behind the Iron Curtain after January 1, 1948. These
escapees were issued food, clothing, and the entire costs
of their emigration processing were assumed by USEP.
Food and clothing were only to be issued, however, in
case of genuine need. Finally the ship or air passage to
their country of immigration was paid. All refugees of
the aforementioned category, who were successfully
screened by the security office of USEP, were eligible for
these benefits.

W.C.C. and the half-dozen other voluntary agencies
helping refugees were given the job of administering
these benefits. We had our established caseloads and
knew pretty well which of our applicants were most in
need. However, we then had the thankless job of being
mediator, whenever a refugee was found ineligible for
USEP benefits for some reason. We were to advise the
applicant of his ineligibility, and attempt to ascertain
whether or not there might be a ground for asking re-
consideration of the decision. In recognition of the
work involved in dealing with "USEP cases,” each volun-
tary agency was allowed a certain amount of money for
its payrolls. In addition, there were other special proj-
ects for helping the refugees. Although often encum-
bered with 