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Demonstration 
Not SpeculationTHE R E S U R R E C T I O N - -

BY J A C O B  J .  ENZ

A T Calvary and A rim athea’s tomb God was 
dem onstrating not speculating. The life, minis­
try, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ were 

not an experiment by  God to see w hat would happen 
when the Son of God took up His abode among men. 
God was not engaging in research; rather, he was stand­
ing before the classroom of all mankind, for the express 
purpose of demonstration.

Like a science instructor conducting an experiment 
before his class to introduce them to the fundam ental 
laws of the physical world, so God in Jesus Christ was 
seeking to lead m ankind into the knowledge of the basic 
laws of the spiritual universe. W hat the students dis­
cover from the dem onstration the instructor has known 
long before; and, what m ankind sees on Calvary and a t 
the em pty tomb had always been known by God and has 
always been going on in the heart of God as the writer of 
Hebrews has put it, Christ was slain “from the founda­
tions of the world" for our rebelliously sinful hum anity.

The New Testam ent is really not new a t all. P au l 
said, “F or I delivered to you as of first importance what 
I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accord­
ance with the scriptures, tha t he was buried, th a t he was 
raised on the third day according to the scriptures, and 
th a t he appeared to Cephas and to the twelve . . . Last 
of all, as to one untim ely born, he appeared also to me” 
R.S.V. The apostles were not mere witnesses of an event; 
they recognized tha t event as the basis upon which God 
had always been working with man, and th a t if they 
were to work with God it m ust be on this basis alone.

W hat happens when the cross and the em pty tomb 
are taken intb the varying experiences of life? W hat are 
the answers they give- to life’s m ost pressing quetions?

Can evil win? T hat is upperm ost among questions 
people ask. W hen evil is so universally on the march 
creating inner panic, or, more closely a t hand, when those 
of his own household hurt a person, the tem ptation is 
great to ask, “Is it any use?” A look a t the cross makes 
it clear th a t with every thud of the m allet those evil 
men felt sure they had smashed forever H is plans of 
Messiahship. As they dropped the cross into the hole 
they were certain His hopes were sunk forever. B u t the 
resurrection shows th a t they were in reality  setting the 
footstool for His step to  the throne! Jesus reigns even 
from the cross and his words of trium ph when evil had 
done its worst were, “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not w hat they do.” On the cross these sounded like words 
of u tter defeat. Echoing from the em pty tom b they tru m ­
pet forth for w hat they truly are—a cry of signal tr i­
umph! Error, violence, and hatred are being defeated 
even while they seem to win. Truth, righteousness, and 
love are victorious while they seem to go down to defeat.

Does God care? When bodies are wracked with pain, 
when nerves are shattered, when life tumbles in or when 
our light seems to turn  to darkness, is God indifferent? 
We look to  the cross and find Jesus asking the same 
question, “M y God, M y God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” The empty tomb reveals He was not forsaken. The 
moment of apparent and unutterable loneliness and suf­
fering was His life’s m ost creative moment. His moment 
of despair was His m oment of supreme service to m an­
kind. God does care. He cared so much th a t He became 
man th a t He could the more readily take our hand and 
walk with us through the shadows.

Is salvotion sure? Some are haunted by the thought 
that they are beyond God’s reach. Somewhere in the 
past there lurks a word or deed th a t has eclipsed the sun 
in our spiritual life. We have stum bled along in the 
darkness of night until we have fallen breathless and 
hopeless. And there! At the foot of the cross we hear 
a dying thief ask, “Lord, remember me when thou com- 
est into thy kingdom.” The Lord promises, “Verily today 
thou shalt be with me in paradise.” B ut moments later 
the would-be saviour dies! Our hopes sink deeper. B ut a 
few days la ter the Saviour’s tomb is empty, and His 
words of forgiveness to  the dying thief shine forth over 
cur life like the dawning sun. We discover as never be­
fore th a t the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ operative 
through His own atoning blood is sufficient to envelope 
and neutralize the to tality  of our guilt if we bring it 
penitently to God.

Is death all? Are we living in a universe of life in 
the m idst of death or do we live in a world of death in 
the midst of life? As someone has asked, Is life simply 
an unpleasant interlude between nothingness? Shall we 
therefore squeeze every moment of sensual pleasure from 
it th a t we can? We look again, this time a t the whole 
earthly ministry of Jesus and see th a t He was complete­
ly oblivious of death. He saw character as permanent. 
We are here in existence to stay, either with God or ou t­
side of God. We choose our destiny by our day by day 
consecration to Christ. Our life is as eternal and m ean­
ingful as th a t which we place a t the center of it. Thus, 
when we pu t Christ there, we are waging our warfare 
a t a level where death cannot cancel out our effective­
ness nor in any sense separate us from those who have 
shared tha t warfare with us.

The resurrection is not prim arily a message of grave­
side comfort. I t is the unshakeable, bed-rock, founda­
tion of the eternal gospel for all of life! The cross and 
the em pty tomb spell out unm istakably the basic law 
of the spiritual life on which basis alone the despairing 
question-m arks of our time m ay be forged into conta­
gious, soul-winning exclamation-points!
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T H I S  I S  CHI CAGO
By ANDREW R. SHELLY

CHICAGO is the fourth largest city in the world: 
the second in the United States. Unlike many 
other large cities, Chicago’s history is relatively 

short—only 120 years since the town was formed with 
a population of 550. W ith amazing rapidity, although 
somewhat sporadic, Chicago grew from th a t acorn be­
ginning to the m ighty oak of a M idwest metropolis of 
alm ost four million people.

Destroyed atid Rebuilt
Chicago’s history is punctuated by dram atic m o­

ments. Witness the presidential convention which nom i­
nated Abraham Lincoln in 1856. Perhaps the event for 
which Chicago is m ost generally known historically is the 
great fire of 1871. The extent of this devastating con­
flagration staggers the imagination: An estim ated twenty 
thousand buildings, valued a t approxim ately two hun­
dred million dollars were lost in the uncontrolled blaze. 
The heart of a big city was wiped out. I t is still rumored 
th a t Mrs. O’Leary’s cow started the fire when she kicked 
a lantern!

Chicago recovered! A city was rebuilt. And, in the 
opinion of some seasoned historically-m inded Chicagoans, 
it is this fire which paved the way for Chicago’s phe­
nomenal growth as the midwest center. The city was re­
built! People with confidence in its future invested huge 
am ounts of capital in erecting some of the world’s la r­
gest structures to  house large business enterprises.

In 1892 Chicago sponsored the Columbian Exposition 
in celebrating the four hundredth anniversary of the 
coming of Christopher Columbus in 1492. In 1933, d u r­
ing the great depression, the Century of Progress Ex­
position was staged a t a cost of thirty-seven million 
dollars.

Chicago, like the Gaul fam iliar to Latin  students, 
is divided into three parts—West, South, N orth. W hat 
would be E ast is cut off by Lake Michigan. Chicago 
is a “four season” city. Each of the four seasons is dis­
tinct as it is a t few other places. F rom  extreme heat of 
summ er one goes to  sub-zero winters, with delightful 
“in between” seasons of spring and fall.

City of Contrasts
Chicago is a city of contrasts. W hether one speaks 

of crime or Gospel witness, Chicago comes to people’s 
minds. On the one hand one thinks of A1 Capone and 
on the other D. L. Moody. Today one can see evidences 
of intemperate drinking and crime: Chicago is notorious 
for its political and economic corruption. On the other 
hand a well-known school 'for the training of Christian 
workers is also in Chicago—M oody Bible Institute. Al­
though it m ay be pious exaggeration one Christian lead­
er in Chicago voiced the opinion th a t there is no other

city which has had as great a gospel witness as Chicago.
Chicago is the greatest rail center in the world. W ith 

more than one train a minute coming in every day, to ­
talling 1500 daily in the six great stations, Chicago is 
the hub of a vast national travel network extending in 
every direction. Moreover, the city is also the center 
of a large air and bus traffic: Some five hundred planes 
land every day. One indication of the growing bus tra f­
fic is the construction of a super bus station in the heart 
of the city which will be accessible from underground 
highways by the Greyhound Bus Co. To partially  solve 
the problems of highway traffic into Chicago, super­
highways are under construction. The Congress H igh­
way, a traffic artery to the west, is scheduled to be com­
pleted in 1954.

W hat shall we say about parks, buildings, institu ­
tions? There are over two hundred parks in Chicago. 
M useums in these parks increase cultural values. Big 
name buildings include Wrigley, Tribune, Chicago Daily 
News, Merchandise M art, and the Conrad H ilton Hotel. 
Chicago has the biggest grain m arket in the world, the 
largest stock yards, and m any other activities and in­
stitutions th a t claim to be “bigger” than anything else 
of its kind.

Races and Religions
In a sense it can be said tha t Chicago is a small 

geographical location comprising 225 square miles where 
the world comes together. Practically all races and n a­
tionalities of the world are found in this mass of popu­
lation. M any are present in large numbers and are con­
centrated in specific areas of the city. Largest among 
these is the negro population of six hundred thousand. 
While they live in m any parts of the city, there is an 
area of heavy concentration on the south side of the 
city known as the “black belt.” Another section 
with somewhat pronounced characteristics is the Jewish 
area around Maxwell and H alsted streets. Still other 
national and social groups are the Chinese, Japanese, 
Mexican, Polish, and Italian.

As might be expected, Chicago has .almost every con­
ceivable type of religious or cultural group. While the 
predom inant religion is Catholic, practically every v a ­
riety of Protestantism  and non-Christian cult can be 
found here. Yet, although somewhat of a Mecca for 
most religious beliefs, it has been estim ated th a t some 
two million people never attend a religious service. The 
Chicago mind is tough. People are jittery  and in a hur­
ry. They seem to have much to  do and always to be 
restless. In a vicious circle of thrills, the soul cries out 
'for peace!

Chicago is the home of m any Christian institutions. 
M ost large denominations have headquarters and dis-
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tribution centers here, and seven or eight large denomi­
nations have their leading seminaries in or near Chi­
cago. Large churches abound. The midwest office of the 
American Leprosy Mission is located here.

Mennonite Missions
How have the Mennonites fared in this environ­

ment? It is difficult to evaluate the work of settled con­
gregations such as one finds in the heart of Kansas, 
bu t the added complexities of a city make the task  of 
evaluating Mennonite religious activity in Chicago ex­
ceedingly difficult.

J. W. Fretz made the m ost comprehensive study of 
the Mennonites of Chicago ever attem pted while he was 
a graduate student in Chicago. He traced M ennonite be­
ginnings in the city to  the days of Abraham  Lincoln— 
the 1850’s—and gave a sociological description of each 
mission and the area in which it is located. Inasmuch 
as brief historical sketches are given in the individual 
articles of the churches, no survey will be attem pted 
here.

Today Mennonites in Chicago use nine buildings 
to conduct their work. As will be noted on the map, 
these are located prim arily  in an area which extends 
from 14th to 73rd streets south and from Rockwell 
Street on the W est to Woodlawn Avenue on the East. 
The one exception is the Lincoln Avenue Mission on 
the north side.

Predom inantly, the work of the M ennonite missions 
in Chicago is among people who have no Mennonite 
heritage. One of the impressive discoveries one makes in 
a detailed study of the mission work is the stability  of 
m any converts. In one Mennonite mission, a t a typical 
Sunday morning service, people of thirteen national 
backgrounds can be counted.

Evaluating Missions
In evaluating the work of city missions, perhaps 

present memberships is one of the less im portant aspects. 
Yet, there are five hundred people on the present rolls 
of M ennonite missions in Chicago. In one mission no 
membership roll is kept. In interpreting membership, it 
is highly im portant to  realize one of the fundam ental 
aspects of city life, namely, movement of population. 
In one community, where one of our churches is located, 
the average person is said to  live in the area on an 
average of from two to three years. F urther illustrating 
this point is the fact th a t while the present membership 
of one of our missions is sixty-eight a to ta l of two 
thousand have been members of the church or Sunday 
school through the years. Fretz found 92 per cent of the 
members in our Chicago missions are converts of non- 
M ennonite background.

The breadth of work attem pted by the eight missions 
is commendable. Among the many, reports point to the 
following m ain activities: Sunday morning and evening 
worship services, Sunday school, women’s work, young 
people organization, vacation Bible school, week-day

Bible classes, boys and girls clubs, musical organizations, 
and visitation work. Men’s organizations, however, are 
conspicuously weak or absent altogether.

One of the indices of effectiveness is the num ber of 
people reached. November 16 to 22, 1952, was declared 
as a “check week,” during which tim e all missions were 
asked to keep a record of activities. The purpose was to 
get some measurable evidence of the to tal im pact of the 
Mennonite witness in Chicago. One of the very interesting 
and significant observations was th a t a to tal of 2,288

individual contacts were made a t public meetings during 
this week. This included a very wide variety  of m eet­
ings. In one of our mission communities, one dwelling 
out of every ten is touched through individual contact 
w ith members of the households a t meetings or through 
pastoral visitation.
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Support of Missions
All but one of the Mennonite missions receives sup­

port from its sponsoring group mission board. The 
Brighton Mennonite Church is entirely self-supporting 
and, of course, technically should not be referred to as 
a mission. As might be expected, work among colored 
and Mexican people is the m ost heavily supported. The 
ratio is alm ost precisely one dollar to four dollars and 
seventy-five cents. The ratio in the other missions is 
approxim ately one dollar from the supporting mission 
board to two dollars from the local groups. It appears 
tha t this ratio of support will continue on the side of 
increased local support. In 1952, M ennonite mission 
boards invested $18,575 in Chicago while local Chicago 
groups raised an additional $19,475.

Was the expenditure worthwhile? One cannot weigh 
the results on a scale. Like so many aspects of the work 
of the church, one m ust work in faith in the effort to  ful­
fill a need. However, a special word m ay be said. In 
m ost cases our missions are located in w hat might be 
termed interstitial areas: they are neither slums, nor 
of the better communities. In  m any cases, other churches 
have moved out. In one of our areas on the near south 
side, some twenty churches have moved away. In an­
other, there are onlv two gospel outlets in a solid square 
mile of colored population.

W hat shall be the attitude of the church to  difficult 
fields? W hat shall the church do when a com munity 
changes from an area inhabited .by a high cultural class 
of people to a definitely lower class, or, w hat shall the 
church do as races shift to the city? On the day this 
is written the writer had a conversation with a  clergy­
m an of another denom ination in the waiting room of a 
Chicago dentist. This minister spoke glowingly of how 
his church moved much further south when the Negroes 
moved toward his area.

I t seems there are times when churches should move. 
In some cases another place affords better opportunities 
for service. Further, there are times when one church can 
move closer to its members, thus serving them 
better. However, there are also times when the church 
should stay and adapt its program to meet the changing 
needs. All people need Christ. The supreme work of the 
church is to  spread the Gospel. W herever people are this 
needs to be done. Generally speaking our Chicago m is­
sion churches are serving in very needy areas.

United Witness
The Mennonite churches of Chicago have not only 

worked independently. The first all-M ennonite mission 
meeting was held in 1907. The purpose was for fellow­
ship and discussion of m utual problems. In the early 
years these meetings were held quarterly  with good in­
terest and attendance. Later the meetings were held less 
frequently. During m ost of the forties there were no 
meetings; however last year (1952) one was held with 
good interest with provision being made for their con­
tinuance.

Since 1929 there has existed in Chicago an Inter- 
Mennonite Mission office. It was in th a t year th a t Amos 
M. Aesch, Executive Secretary of the Congo Inland M is­
sion, moved to Chicago making this city the headquarters 
for th a t work. In 1936 Chris E. Rediger became execu­
tive secretary. In 1949 the location was changed to the 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary buildings on W oodlawn 
Avenue. The present incumbent, Harvey Driver, assumed 
responsibilities in 1950.

In 1945 the first M ennonite educational institution 
was established in the city of Chicago. This was the 
M ennonite Biblical Seminary of the General Conference 
Mennonite Church.

The latest institutional advance in Chicago has been 
the mission center building, established by the General 
Conference Mennonite Mission Board for the use of its 
missionaries. This is located on W oodlawn Avenue near 
the Seminary.

One of the outstanding factors in the life of our Chi­
cago mission churches is their m otivation of church 
workers. One doubts whether there are m any areas where 
the same number of members have produced so many 
Christian workers. Through the years a t least eleven 
missionaries, eleven m inisters’ wives, four ministers and 
eleven others who are in distinctly Christian full-time 
work have gone forth.

W hat are the occupations of Chicago Mennonites? 
The map indicates the location o'f the missions. In addi­
tion to living in these areas, Mennonites live in many 
other areas in the city. M any have moved far to  the 
south and west. Others have moved to  suburbs sur­
rounding Chicago. In an occupational survey it  was dis­
covered tha t a t least th irty-eight occupational pursuits 
were represented in the membership. Factory workers 
head the list; office work is .a close second. Third is 
clerking in stores. The other thirty-five occupations are 
spread over a wide range of work—teaching, photography, 
postal workers, nursing, bus driving, weather bureau, 
carpentry, business, mechanics, etc.

Chicago is a city of m any kinds of schools which 
Mennonites have attended. Perhaps the largest single 
categories have been the medical schools in connection 
with the University of Chicago and University of Illi­
nois, the numerous seminaries, .and M oody Bible In­
stitute.

The Chicago Mennonite story cannot be called com­
plete w ithout mention of the increasing num ber of M en­
nonite board and committee meetings being held here. 
The two principle places are the Mennonite Home M is­
sion and the Mennonite Biblical Seminary. The best 
known of the groups using Chicago as a central point of 
meeting is the Mennonite Central Committee.

We close with the words of Jesus recorded in St. Luke 
4:43, “I m ust preach the kingdom of God to other cities 
also: for therefore am I sent.” Certainly this includes 
Chicago: in our prayers and .planning let us remember 
this great city—and “other cities also.”

M ennonites in Chicago
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(Top) Iva  M artin . D ietitian , M oody Bible Institu te . Perry  Yoder, 
Best L au n d ry  a n d  Dry C lean in g . Edith  Yordy, Public  H ealth  N urses 
Assn. P au l McElfrish, Swift. (Bottom ) John T ieszen, M ontgom ery 
W ard . M ario Bostos, G ram m  T railer Truck. M arie F riesen  & H elen  
N eufeld, S crip ture  Press. E velyn  Triebe, A m erican  Leprosy M ission.

F ran ces B utavich  ( le ft) , A m erican  Leprosy M ission. F rank  King 
( r ig h t) ,  m an a g e r . R a ilw ay s Ice an d  Service C om pany .

(Top) Ivan  Brunk, U. S. W ea th e r B ureau. Jean  T hiessen  a n d  
E dm und U nruh of T hiessen  Prin ting  Corp. C laren ce  Schrock. 
e le m en ta ry  school p rin c ip a l, B everley  Hills. (Bottom ) Lewis Kauff­
m an , S a n ta  Fe R ailroad  m anch in is t. John M endel, A nnouncer, 
W.M.B.I. a n d  A ndrew  R. Shelly . The B ernard  Kroekers. Scrip ture 

Press, O rp h a  Yoder, Sw eet Shop, M oody Bible Institu te.



F I R S T  M E I I l l M U T E S  III CHI CAGO
By J. WINFIELD FRETZ

CHICAGO began to grow rapidly and bid for a t­
tention about the middle of the nineteenth cen­
tury. McCormick had made this the commercial 

center of the country with his widely heralded reaper 
factories. The opening of the canal between Lake M ichi­
gan and the Des Plaines River leading to the Mississippi 
increased the importance of Chicago as a commercial 
city; railroad lines were being bu ilt; new industries were 
being located here a t a rapid rate. I t  was the growing, 
booming city of the Middle West. So im portant had it 
become by 1856 th a t the first Republican N ational Con­
vention met here and nom inated Abraham Lincoln as 
its candidate for the presidency.

This commercial and industrial growth naturally  
called for a corresponding growth in manpower. Im m i­
grants from Germ any and Ireland flocked in by the 
thousands, but so did young and adventurous souls from 
the older and more populated states to the west for a 
bright and promising future in case all other doors were 
closed. Among these new settlers from Germ any and 
from the eastern states were a num ber of Mennonites. 
Among the former was Peter Neff; among the latter 
John Fretz Funk. An unusual incident brought these 
two men together.

Funk, who was later to become one of the greatest 
leaders in the (Old) M ennonite Church, came to  Chi­
cago from Bucks County, Pennsylvania. He entered 
the lum ber business with his brother-in-law, Jacob 
Beidler, who had preceeded him to Chicago and who 
was a t least in part responsible for F unk’s coming to 
tha t city because of the employment offered him. In  ad­
dition to this business he began publishing a  sm all re­
ligious paper called the Harold der W ahrheit and its 
English counterpart, the Herald of Truth, in 1864, seven 
years after coming to Chicago. In an attem pt to build 
up a circulation, copies of this paper were sent to  M en­
nonites in Germany, Holland, Switzerland, Russia, and 
to Mennonite communities in the United States and 
Canada.

A year later, Neff, who also lived in Chicago, returned 
to  Baden, Germany, to  visit his old home. When he 
arrived there his friends showed him copies of the 
Herold der W ahrheit and asked him w hat he knew about 
the paper and its editor. Neff was greatly surprised to 
discover a Mennonite paper which was published in his 
home city in America. He was still more amazed tha t 
the publication address was within a few blocks of his 
own home in Chicago. Neff had to confess to  his German 
friends th a t he knew nothing about the paper nor its 
author.

As soon as Neff returned to Chicago he looked up 
John F. Funk, and the two men imm ediately found a

great m any things in common; the strongest bonds, of 
course were those of sim ilar interests and religious faith. 
The men became well acquainted with each other, and  
during the coming days discussed m atters of common 
interest. One of the chief points of discussion was the 
m atter of establishing a Mennonite church in Chicago. 
Funk and Neff agreed to hold services once a month 
for the benefit of those other Mennonites who were 
scattered somewhere in this growing city of one hun­
dred thousand population. Thus in 1866 the first M en­
nonite church was organized in Chicago. T hat there were 
other Mennonites in the city is indicated by the subse­
quent growth of this fellowship.

Before this M ennonite church was established, Funk 
attended a Presbyterian church which he had seriously 
considered joining but after carefully studying the P res­
byterian doctrines he decided rather to go back to Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, and join the Mennonite church. 
He did this in 1860 as a young m an of twenty-five. This 
single act of F unk’s indicates w ith w hat seriousness and 
care he made decisions. I t  can probably not be said of 
many Mennonites who have followed him to  Chicago 
that after carefully studying the doctrines of another 
church they traveled hundreds of miles back home to 
join the church of their fathers. I t would have been a 
very great loss to the Mennonites if F unk had decided 
in favor of the Presbyterian church.

John F. Funk was a very energetic m an and greatly 
interested in Christian work. He became active in Sun­
day school work in the city and by this means came 
to know and work with D. L. Moody. He also became 
one of the first members of the Y.M.C.A. in Chicago. 
The M ennonite congregation which he and Neff or­
ganized first met in the home of Neff. Sometime later 
Neff remodeled his house and a t the time provided for 
an addition large enough to  hold religious services. The 
extra cost of the structure was about eight hundred dol­
lars which was borne equally by Neff and Funk. Thus 
the first congregation of Mennonites in Chicago was 
founded. Its location was near the north side a little to 
the southwest of the south entrance to Lincoln Park, 
which m ust have been close to  the present location of the 
Moody M emorial Church a t N orth Avenue and P ark ­
way. This was a region of concentrated German settle­
ment a t the time.

I t is significant to notice th a t this church was defi­
nitely established for the purpose of providing for the re­
ligious needs of those Mennonites then living in Chicago 
or those likely to move into the city during the coming 
years. The congregation during its first years numbered 
about twenty members. The num ber of children in the 
Mennonite families is not known. I t is likely th a t addi-
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tional members were added during the few years of its 
existence. The church continued to function until 1871 
when the Great Chicago Fire swept before it millions 
of dollars worth of property including the store and 
residence of Peter Neff, and of course, the small Men- 
nonite meetinghouse which joined the Neff residence.

After the great fire the church was not rebuilt. P er­
haps the one main reason is tha t Funk, its inspiring 
minister, had left the city several years before, in 1867, 
to enter the publishing business a t E lkhart, Indiana. 
The fire changed the complexion of the entire city; it 
undoubtedly scattered the small congregation. Others, like 
Funk, m ay have left Chicago to find new locations and 
better opportunities to make a living. Neff directed his 
attention to other lines of activity. W hatever the rea­
son, we find no indication of any form of Mennonite 
organization in the city for the next two decades.

It is a great loss to the Mennonites tha t for twenty 
years no attem pt was made to keep these city Mennonites 
together. At tha t time the Mennonites were not yet 
mission-conscious. In fact, the earliest suggestions of 
having Mennonite churches in cities were considered fool­
ish impossibilities. The idea of doing mission work among 
the unconverted was something entirely new to the M en­
nonites a t tha t time. I t was during these years th a t the

C H A L L E N G E  OF
BY JOHN T

And should not I have regard oi Nineveh, that great 
city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand per­
sons that cannot discern between their right hand 
and their lelt hand." Jonah 4:11.

Ju st as God wanted a message of warning brought 
to the people of Nineveh, so he wants the message of 
the gospel brought to the people in the cities of our day. 
Christ Jesus wept over Jerusalem ; and every true Chris­
tian with the love of God in his heart should have a 
concern for the lost in the city. The first motive, there­
fore, of city mission work is the motive of love.

In bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ we m ust not 
ju st seek those areas where it is easy to  work and where 
people respond readily, b u t the gospel m ust be presented 
in all areas. Our city mission work in Chicago has been 
largely in areas where other churches have left the field 
because they could not build self-supporting congre­
gations. This inner city area still needs the gospel and 
needs it desperately.

City mission work challenges us again because Chris­
tianity  is a warfare and as such it m ust be carried on 
from strategic places. We believe th a t the city of Chi-

E arly  w itn essin g  in  C h icago : The G ospel W agon .

German element of the present Chicago population came 
in large numbers. There can be little doubt th a t among 
the many newcomers during this period were some M en­
nonites who, like Funk and Neff and the other twenty 
who had comprised the small congregation, had come 
seeking opportunity for work, a place to  live and a 
chance to succeed in this new midwestern city. U nfort­
unately these later Mennonites lacked the missionary 
spirit of Neff and Funk and thus the establishm ent of 
any kind of a perm anent Mennonite organization in Chi­
cago had to wait over twenty years.

CI TY M I S S I O N S
. NEUFELD

cago is strategically located in our country and very 
much influences the entire nation. People come and go, 
to and fro, between the city and the small towns, be­
tween the city and the country. We preach to people 
who have lived in the country and we preach to them 
before they return again to move into sm all com muni­
ties. In our own mission, for example, we have had en­
rolled in our Sunday school somewhere in the neigh­
borhood of two thousand people. These have scattered, 
some to the west coast and some to  the east coast, some 
south and some north. M any of them serve the church 
in other localities.

One gets a better picture of the strategic location of 
a city when one looks a t its communication facilities. 
For example, the m ain post office handles approxim ately 
forty million letters daily, thus there is a wonderful op­
portunity to spread the gospel by  preaching it in Chicago.

As our third reason for an extensive city mission pro­
gram we give the urgency of preserving our own faith. 
We m ust preach the gospel in order to preserve our 
Eaith for our posterity. Too often we have depended on 
separation or isolation for the preservation of our faith. 
This, however, does not and cannot solve the problem
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any more. I t is impossible to be isolated in this nation. 
There is too much communication between rural areas 
and the cities. The barriers th a t did separate our church 
.people are no longer such tha t they would keep us apart. 
Today, according to government statistics the crime per­
centage in the city is not much higher than in the coun­
try. In other words we can see th a t the city perhaps 
influences the country and to a certain extent crime and 
sin spread over the whole nation.

A fourth reason for city missions is the fact that 
the Mennonite church has something that the city 
greatly needs. Some years ago in the early history of our 
mission work I read this sentence. “It is the duty  of 
each denomination to  recognize its own function and 
fitness and to  give to  the world what God has entrusted 
to it.” We of the Mennonite church have a great re­
sponsibility as some very vital tru ths have been handed 
down to us through those leaders of the Reformation 
who risked their lives. We list, therefore, some of the 
things th a t we of the M ennonite church have th a t the 
city needs.

F irst, we have a gospel of peace. One does not have 
to live in the city very long before one realizes the con­
tinual strife th a t is going on between individuals .and 
groups such as in labor and industry and also between 
political groups. Also, we look with horror a t the rapid 
trend for complete m ilitary dom ination in our own 
country and yet the church has the only remedy against 
this trend. We owe it to our cities and  to our nation 
th a t we pass out this God-given faith  to our country.

Secondly, as a Mennonite church we have a law of 
purity. We know th a t over our entire nation the divorce 
rate is very high. At the present time one out of every 
four marriages ends up in divorce. In the city this is 
even higher. As a M ennonite church we have a good 
record as far as divorce is concerned. We have been 
taught the sacredness of the marriage vow. The city 
needs this teaching in connection with the preaching of 
the gospel.

Again we have a standard of honesty. Our people 
for generations have been known as people tha t could 
be trusted. We have not only testified against the taking 
of oaths but we have proved by example th a t we can 
be trusted. We have a standard of honesty and this is 
so greatly needed in the city where there is so much 
dishonesty in business and in social life.

Finally, we have a doctrine of the simple life. I re ­
gret that we have lost much of the practical application 
of this doctrine. Our people in the city need both the 
preaching and the example of a simple life. In 1951 the 
people of Chicago, (according to actual statistics) spent 
$400 per fam ily more than their income. And their in­
come was above the average of the nation. This indi­
cates to us the need th a t these people have to learn to 
live a simple life.

Jesus said, “Preach the gospel and teach them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” 
The city challenges us to carry out this full command 
of Jesus—the preaching of the gospel and the teaching 
of the things which he commanded.

Tirst Mennonite Church
BY LELAND HARDER

ON TH E corner of Seventy-third and Laflin streets 
on the far south side of Chicago is a little red 
brick church. The bulletin board in front and to 

one side identifies it as “The F irs t Mennonite Church 
of Chicago,” and further gives the sermon title of the 
week, and the name and address of the pastor.

If you were to attend Sunday morning worship you 
would be one of about forty people in the simple but 
attractive chapel. On the back of the bulletin th a t you 
took from the table in the vestibule you would read such 
names in the church directory as Prohaska, McElfresh, 
Omland, Sims, and Longdon. The regular congregation, 
you would also note, “is a member of the General Con­
ference Mennonite Church, which comprises over 51,000 
adult members, 240 congregations, and seven districts.” 
You would participate in the worship service and depart

spiritually refreshed, perhaps wondering why not more 
people were present.

If you could come back a num ber of times you would 
see deeper into the lives of the people to whom the church 
ministers. They work in shops, factories, stores, and of­
fices. They are the children of those who first settled 
the com munity shortly before the Conference built the 
church in 1918. They are family people living in “one-
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fla t” dwellings of uniform style with five feet between 
houses. Their neighbors very likely were bom  in the old 
country, in Czechoslovakia, Sweden, Ireland, Germany, 
or The Netherlands. They talk  about past years and the 
red brick church inevitably comes into their conversa­
tion. Although the church has never grown to support it­
self there has been a persistence of wonderful Christian 
zeal throughout the years.

The people enjoy fellowship, and those programs 
which are fellowship-centered are m ost successful. The 
Sunday evening service is a time when you would enjoy 
listening to an informal panel discussion of the prophet 
Amos, or the topic, “W hat is Sin?” Or if you came on 
the fourth Sunday you would come early for the church 
supper and stay for the musical program to follow; you 
would note immediately th a t this was the m ost popular 
evening program of the month.

If you are younger than twenty you are invited to 
come to the parsonage M onday evening for the Young 
People’s Fellowship. They play pinp-pong, “joke around,” 
eat cookies or pop-corn; bu t they are happiest when they 
are helping out—financing the purchase of a movie pro­
jector, recording a religious radio dram a for a Sunday 
evening program, decorating the church for Thanksgiving, 
or entertaining young people from elsewhere.

A part from the small fellowship of Bible study and 
prayer on W ednesday evening, followed by the rehearsal 
of the church choir (which often ends in a social hour) 
the week is pretty much given over to children’s work, 
except when it’s the day for council meeting, vesper cir­
cle, or the women’s missionary society. The women of 
the church have been obviously versatile and consistent 
in supporting the church.

The Sunday school is prim arily children-centered; 
and m any of them m ight be expected to become mem­
bers of the church some day. This is much less of .a pos­
sibility in summ er Bible school, or weekday Bible school. 
In the summer school there were sixty-five children, 22 
per cent of whom were Rom an Catholic, and 50 per cent 
P rotestant of fifteen churches other than our own. Only 
cne-fourth were children of our own Sunday school, a l­
though they were the ones chiefly who went to  the sum ­
mer camp in Michigan following the school.

In the weekday Bible school, called the “Good News 
Club,” which meets every W ednesday afternoon through­

out the school year, the picture is much the same, a l­
though the percentage of unchurched children is higher. 
There are forty-five children between the ages of five 
and eleven. From  this group eighteen have been selected 
to  sing in a children’s choir, which is thought to be very 
much a privilege, since the choir, robed in vestments, 
participates in other programs.

F riday is Scout day, with the Brownies (girls) meet­
ing in the afternoon, and the Boy Scouts in the evening. 
The Scouts follow the typical pattern, although occa­
sionally they undertake to  serve the church. The boys, 
for instance, recently painted the floor of the church 
basement; and the girls sponsored a Halloween party  
for 102 children representing all the departm ents of the 
church.

The pastor has come to see th a t one of the most in­
adequate ways to measure the efficiency of this church 
is to number the actual church members, or to deter­
mine the degree of self support. To substantiate this he 
drew a m ap of the community, which now hangs on the 
wall of the parsonage study. Every house in the area 
was drawn in and given its own house number. A colored 
pin representing one person served by an activity of the 
church was pu t a t the person’s place of residence. A 
different color was used for each activity, thus showing 
a t a glance the sphere of influence either of the whole 
church, or of each activity. There are 322 pins in all. 
This comprises 248 individual persons, of which 150 are 
children. Moreover this is 5 per cent of the to tal popula­
tion of the com m unity; and the church actually serves 
a person in one out of every ten dwellings.

An urban people in an extremely complex m etropoli­
tan setting disclose moral and em otional problems tha t 
alm ost defy solution. Direct contact with them provides 
the best opportunity to apply the saving and healing 
power of the gospel. More time is needed for visitation 
and depth counseling. A church in our time should have 
a good Christian counseling service as a counterpart to 
the proclam ation of the W ord through preaching and 
teaching. It is a work th a t requires a staff of people 
rather than just one couple. The term, “G roup M inistry,” 
used in the noted E ast Haarlem  Pro testan t Parish in 
New York, and its offspring, the W est Side Christian 
Parish  in Chicago, best describes this type of service. 
T hat is the direction we hope to go.
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bethel
M c H H O H ite

Church.
By LEVI C. HARTZLER

New H ousing  p ro jects on C h icago 's n e a r  
w est side  w here  n e w  Bethel M ennonite  

C hurch w ill be  lo ca ted .

C C T  AM glad to come into the church. I should have 
I  been the one to lead my boys into the church, 

bu t they led me, and I thank God I’m here.”
This testimony from a parent of several boys a t the 

Dearborn Street Mission, an outpost of the Bethel M en­
nonite Church, Chicago, Illinois, a t a baptism  service 
brought a thrill to the hearts of the workers. M any of 
the adult members of the Bethel and Dearborn Street 
churches have been brought to Christ because of the 
faithful witnessing of their children.

The Chicago Housing A uthority is continuing with 
plans for redevelopment of the area in which the Bethel 
Church is located. These plans include a site for a new 
church which is to be located strategically to serve a 
large p a rt of the new housing .area. I t will be located 
ju st west of the park which will provide facilities for 
a church-directed recreation program.

The immediate area of four square city blocks to be
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served by the Bethel Mennonite Church has an estimated 
total of 2,975 children and young people under twenty 
years of age. The Rom an Catholic Church has a large 
school on the edge of the area and is bidding for the 
children. Other church groups are becoming interested in 
this new housing development and are making plans for 
both religious and social service programs.

The perm anent Mennonite witness in this area began 
in September, 1944, following a survey made by the 
first M ennonite Relief Committee summ er service unit 
and a summ er Bible school conducted by Jam es Lark 
and wife. The work has outgrown the present facilities. 
Average Sunday school attendance has grown from 
thirty-eight to sixty-three. N o facilities are available 
for Sunday school classrooms, children’s activities, or 
Youth Fellowship meetings except the meeting hall. Bible 
clubs, sewing circle meetings, children’s and young peo­
ple’s activities are.held  in private homes, usually under 
crowded conditions.

A w e e k d a y  Bible c la ss  co n d u cted  by  Em m a F isher K oem er a n d  C hristm as serv ice  a t D earb o rn  S treet Mission.



The new building will provide worship space for 250 
people, Sunday school rooms, and 'facilities for children’s 
and young people’s activities. The first stage of the 
building program calls for the building of the chapel 
with basement Sunday school rooms. Later as funds 
come in, additional Sunday school rooms and living 
quarters for the workers will be added.

Present activities include seven weekly Bible clubs, 
junior and adult sewing circles, boys’ and girls’ craft 
activities, summ er Bible school, and a sum m er camp. 
Camp Rehoboth near Hopkins Park, Illinois, provides 
facilities for summ er camp and week-end retreats during 
the year. L ast summ er ten young people attended a  camp 
at M ennonite Youth Village and another group went to  
Chesley Lake, Ontario, for young people’s camp. Sum ­
mer Bible school is held in the large public school which 
serves the community. The Dearborn Street Mission, the

Bethel Mission outpost nearer Lake Michigan, is develop­
ing into a promising work.

P aul King and  wife have charge of the Bethel Church 
program in the absence of Jam es Lark. They are living 
in the second floor apartm ent a t 1458 W est Fourteenth 
Place and holding services on the first floor of the same 
building. Demolition of the old buildings is beginning 
in the Bethel M ennonite Church area. Delay in planning 
for a new church building would lose for us a  signifi­
cant witnessing opportunity. Anticipating the need for 
direct action, the Executive Committee o'f the M ennonite 
Board of Missions and Charities has released James 
Lark from the responsibility in Chicago to  contact the 
churches in behalf of the new building program during 
the coming year.

( Slightly abbreviCited from the G O SPEL H E R A L D , 
November 4, 1952.)

Monnonite Home Mission
BY J. OTIS YODER

T H E Mennonite Home M ission in Chicago was 
opened on December 3, 1893. This was the first 
venture made in city mission work by the (Old) 

M ennonite Church. After several years of witnessing, 
the leaders decided to close the work. However, a num ber 
of young people continued the Sunday school work until 
the fall of 1896 when the church leaders were again led 
to reopen the mission. E. J. Berkey of Oronogo, M issouri, 
wrote th a t “During this time I .personally lived on seven 
cents a day . . . stale bread, hot water, and bananas, 
which I could get a t th a t time, two dozen nice bananas 
for five cents.”

Those living in the com munity needed both spiritual

and physical help. Wages and prices were low during 
this time, so tha t it “took very strict economy to make 
ends meet.” A great strike, “severe riots and much 
property dam age” added to the misery. “This situation 
created a great opportunity for the churches and Chris­
tian  workers to  help alleviate the suffering.”

In the first twenty years and since, “a t least three 
times, different classes of .people or nationalities have 
moved into the district, and occupied not only the resi­
dential district, bu t business places as well.” I t was dur­
ing these twenty years th a t the Sunday school enjoyed 
its largest growth. By 1912 and 1914 the enrollment was 
over 450 and by 1916 had reached 500.
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M ennonite  Hom e M ission w orkers, ih e  I. O tis Yoders, Lola M ann , a n d  S ad ie  O sw ald . M ennonite  Hom e M ission a t 1907
South  Union.

The Mennonite Home Mission congregation was or­
ganized in the spring of 1907. At th a t time fifteen per­
sons were baptized. Of the original 'fifteen members, 
several moved away, which left bu t eight or nine beside 
the workers. Those who had moved became useful in 
ether churches. Of this group Elsie Drange K auffm an 
became a missionary to  India. At present the congrega­
tion is widely scattered, some as far as twenty-three 
miles from the church. This presents a problem in the 
m atter of regular attendance as well as in helping in 
many of the week-day activities.

The work was first carried on in buildings on E ight­
eenth Street. In 1918 construction work was started on 
the building a t 1907-09 South Union Avenue, the present 
location of the mission, which was dedicated January 
5, 1919. At the time the mission also celebrated the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of its work in the city.

The com munity today is as it has ever been, pre­
dominately Rom an Catholic. We find this a great chal­
lenge to our work. A number of the children come to 
our Sunday school while young, then go to  their own 
church after confirmation. A few continue to be quite 
regular. They can sometimes be reached through the 
various activities such as boy’s and girl’s clubs. The 
public school releases time for Bible classes and our sum ­
mer Bible school provides additional opportunity for in­
struction and contacts.

The mission regularly meets each Sunday, both 
morning and evening, with the exception of the first 
Sunday of the month when we have a fellowship dinner 
a t the noon hour, with a vesper service following. Since 
so many of the children went home after Sunday school, 
the children’s church was planned for each Sunday m orn­
ing.

Ladies’ day and evening sewings are held once a 
month. Much of the work done is for relief projects. A 
m other and daughter m issionary meeting is held m onth­
ly. Program s are planned to provide missionary inform a­
tion and special inspirational messages, .as well as fel­
lowship with some who are not of our own membership. 
Another monthly activity is the visitation of shut-ins 
in the community.

M any are touched in this way who alm ost never 
come to any of the meetings of the church. Besides this 
monthly program there is the constant visitation carried 
on .by the full-tim e workers. Weekly we meet with chil­
dren from our local schools in released tim e Bible classes 
and in boys’ and girls’ club work. An English class for 
German-speaking people has also been organized. The 
power house of the church is the mid-week prayer serv­
ice. In the past year the young people, although few in 
number, have organized a Mennonite youth fellowship 
group. This new group has m any struggles, bu t those 
participating are receiving m any blessings.

Annually the children of our Sunday school enjoy 
the two-week “fresh-air” period in m any of our Chris­
tian homes in the country. This follows imm ediately after 
the summer Bible school. E ternity  alone will reveal the 
blessigs received through the open doors of these Chris­
tian homes and the influence of godly country “parents.”

Early in the work of the mission the custom of serv­
ing an annual Christmas dinner was begun. Through the 
years of hardship a definite need was filled by this serv­
ice. W ith the great change in the economic status of the 
country, the same need no longer exists as in the former 
years. This year the fellowship with the boys and girls 
was enlarged to include the parents. After the regular 
Christmas program, to  which all the parents were in­
vited, there followed a time of inform al fellowship with 
refreshments. In addition to this feature each depart­
ment of the Sunday school gave a Christmas party  for 
its group of children and their friends.

Through a ll these avenues of service we are endeav­
oring to present Christ as Saviour and Lord and His 
better way of life for all. We do praise Him for the 
many who have been blessed in the past. His blessings 
are just as great for those who will receive H im  today. 
M any are yet w ithout Him. “The harvest tru ly  is plen­
teous, bu t the labourers are few. P ray  ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, th a t he will send forth labourers 
into His harvest.” M atthew 9:37-38.

(N ote: Quotations taken from W H A T  GOD H A TH  
W RO U G H T by Em m a Oyer.)
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W orkers Id a  H eberm ehl, D orothy B ean a n d  John T. N. L itw iler an d  g roup  of boys a t s tep s  of M ennonite  M exican M ission.

Jglesia Bvmgelica JAffluomta
BY JOHN T. N. LITWILER

TH E task of building the church of Christ among 
the Spanish-American population of Chicago is 
difficult, especially when a background of reli­

gious tradition is merged with the sensuality and m a­
terialism of the present day. The above best describes 
the pervasive spirit in which we work and live together 
with those to  whom we bring the gospel.

The Spanish-American population is composed mainly 
of Mexicans who originally came from  Mexico or Texas. 
There are also Puerto Ricans, Cubans and a smaller 
number of citizens of other Latin American countries. 
The unifying factor among these people is the Spanish 
language and background. They share this, in spite of 
a too-often unkind general reception, w ith a pride th a t 
prom pts them to perpetuate a Spanish community. This 
com m unity offers life and fellowship in an environm ent 
sim ilar to tha t they once enjoyed. Thus one is able to 
carry on alm ost every normal activity in a characteristic 
Spanish atmosphere. A transplantation to Chicago of 
life south of the border confronts us with a background 
of religious tradition and superstition which finds its 
expression in a philosophy of life best described in the 
terms “ethical naturalism .” The light of the gospel has 
not yet shone for millions of Latin Americans who are 
consequently in need of true inform ation concerning 
Jesus and biblical incidents and above all the gospel 
itself.

A conversation with any of these persons will reveal 
th a t the main reason for coming to Chicago is the desire 
to find better working conditions and a higher standard 
of living for themselves and their families. This they 
find and to their original spiritual predicament is added 
the love for money and everything th a t American society 
considers indispensable in order to be a success. Thus, 
in spite of being able to retain certain native aspects of 
living, the m ajority  are assimilated info the complex

and non-Christian way of life of the city. The problems 
and needs of the Spanish-Americans are not only those 
of a minority group bu t in a larger sense those of aver­
age persons thrown into .a m ad rush for worldly suc­
cess and security with complete disregard for Christian 
ideals and eternal values.

I t  is under these circumstances th a t since 1935 the 
M ennonite Mexican Church has grown to w hat today 
is a congregation of forty-seven members. The Bible 
clubs for boys and girls meet once a  week for forty- 
live minutes. One is held in the pastor’s home and the 
other in a neighboring area in the home of a Christian 
family. The Junior and Senior girls’ clubs also meet 
once a week. A released time Bible instruction class for 
the children of the school in the neighborhood meets 
W ednesday afternoons a t the church. All these activities 
for children have been successful avenues for the teach­
ing of the Christian graces and the fundam entals of the 
faith. The Mennonite youth fellowship meets regularly 
for fellowship, worship, and recreation. The ladies’ sew­
ing circle contributes to  the church and its cause through 
its constructive projects. The congregation engages in 
weekly periods of Bible study and prayer. The fresh 
air program is a successful project by which children 
of the Sunday school spend two weeks in a Mennonite 
home in the country. This is a rewarding experience for 
city children which they long remember. The entire group 
also enjoys the fellowship of other evangelical Spanish 
churches. It is the practice to have united services at 
Thanksgiving and during H oly Week. Since it is impos­
sible for the m ajority  of the members to have fellowship 
with other Mennonite groups because of the language 
barrier this broader fellowship takes its place and be­
comes a source of blessing and encouragement to those 
who participate.
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T HE Lincoln Avenue Gospel Mission was founded 
in 1914 by D. M. and Mrs. Hofer and Joseph W. 
and Mrs. Tschetter. W ith the exception of the 

Sunday morning services, all activities and services were 
conducted in the English language. To accommodate the 
German-speaking people in the neighborhood, the Sun­
day morning service was conducted in German. In 1942 
the use of the German language was discontinued en­
tirely.

In the fall of 1941 J. S. and Mrs. Mendel came to 
assist the Hbfers. After an illness of several weeks Hofer

Cincoln Avenue Qospel 
Mission

BY J. S. MENDEL

died on December 31, 1944. Mrs. Hofer is still with the 
mission.

Since the Lincoln Avenue Gospel Mission is located 
in .a Rom an Catholic community, the work is very dif­
ficult. Another difficulty stems from the fact th a t the 
m ajority of the children in the Sunday school come from 
broken homes. Students from the M oody Bible Institute 
assist in the work. While the mission is not an organized 
congregation, several families do make it their regular 
church home. Besides regularly scheduled services there 
are clubs for boys and girls, both of grade school age 
and older.

The purpose of the mission is to do welfare work, to 
edify believers, and to  win souls for Christ. Since its 
beginning the mission has been affiliated with the K rim ­
mer Mennonite Brethren of N orth America.

Brighton Mennonite 
Church

BY RICHARD RATZLAFF

IN TH E spring of 1907 the Evangelical M ennonite 
Conference established a mission a t the corner of 
Hoyne Avenue and T hirty-third Street under the 

name of the Hoyne Avenue Mission. A. F. and Mrs. 
Wiens were given the responsibility for organizing and 
superintending the mission. Sarah Kroeker served as an 
assistant. At the end of the first year the mission was 
located at T hirty-fifth  Street and Oakley Avenue and 
was renamed the Mennonite Rescue Mission.

On M ay 7, 1912, the mission moved to 3404 South 
Oakley Avenue, into the building th a t now serves as the 
church parsonage. The building was purchased by inter­
ested individuals and later bought by the conference. In 
December of the same year the first baptism al and com­
m union service was observed. O tto and Mrs. Schroeder 
Sr. were the first to be baptized. Two others were bap­

tized th a t same year. During this tim e E va Enns and 
Tillie Stucky served as mission workers.

On September 3, 1916, G. P . Schultz took charge 
as pastor. At this time Katherine Schmidt and Katherine 
Ratzlaff served as mission workers. The name of the 
mission was again changed, this tim e to Brighton M is­
sion Chapel, Brighton P ark  being the area served by the 
church.

During the war years of 1917 and 1918 the church 
made one of its great increases. In order to accommo-
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date the increased attendance plans were made to build 
a new structure. A large am ount tow ard this project was 
raised but conditions prohibited building. A t this time 
the building we now occupy, a former Congregational 
church, was for sale. It was purchased for $5,500, and 
has served as the Brighton Mennonite Church building 
until the present. On November 9, 1918 the first services 
were held in the building. The mission was later re­
nam ed the Brighton Mennonite Church, which is its 
official name today.

In the spring of 1951 Ed Peters accepted the call as 
pastor. On November 1, 1952, he was succeeded by 
Richard Ratzlaff. At one time the group constituted a 
flourishing congregation, having as m any as three hun­
dred in attendance. It has suffered in attendance by the 
great change over of population th a t came about in re­
cent years in m any areas in Chicago. The great hope of 
the church today is a strong central core of loyal mem ­
bers, many of them converts of the work, who have a 
great interest in the mission of the church. The area is 
predominately Catholic, however, judging from the chil­
dren’s work there are enough unchurched to  fill the build­
ing. I t is also of encouragement to know there are a 
num ber of converted Catholics who are great assets to 
the church.

The great encouragement of the church are the chil­
dren. The children’s Sunday school departm ent is very 
active with its own organization and superintendent. The 
average attendance is approxim ately forty-five children, 
m any whose parents do not attend. In the W ednesday

TH E Mennonite Bible Mission a t 4215 South Rock­
well Street was opened by A. F. Wiens in 1917. 
Twenty-seven children came the first Sunday. 

M orning and evening worship services were soon begun 
and children were encouraged to attend the morning serv­
ices. The evening services were often disturbed by the 
loud pounding on the doors and noises outside. Some­
times the noisy group came inside and it was then quite 
a problem to keep order. The mission was rebuilt in 1923

week-day Bible school there are sixty-seven enrolled. 
About one-third of these claim Brighton as their church 
home. M any have no church affiliation. F or m any of 
these children this m ay be the only religious instruction 
they will ever receive. M ost of these children m ay move 
before they become church members b u t we m ay still 
use the opportunity to plant the seed th a t m ay grow 
into Christian character.

The program of the church today consists of two 
Sunday services, both attended by family groups. The 
attendance a t the evening services decreases by about 
20 per cent. The mid-week fam ily night services, a t­
tended by about fifteen to twenty people, include prayer 
session, Bible study, and choir .practice.

One of the problems of the Brighton church is th a t 
of planning a good program when so m any members 
live far from the church. M any members spend one- 
half hour or more in city driving in order to  attend 
these services. This alone shows their interest in the 
church and should be recognized. On the other hand, 
this is too great a sacrifice for others who are lost to 
the church. An interesting fact about this church is that 
w ithin the active core there are several who are third 
and even fourth generation converts of the church.

The great challenge before the church today is visi­
tation evangelism. We m ust meet the people in their 
homes and present to them the gospel and the work 
of the church. Doing this we feel th a t our church can 
still fill its pews and prove a great blessing to the com­
munity.

Zhe Qrace M
Church

by John T. Neufeld. The new pulpit furniture and pews 
were bought in 1941 and 1942.

From  1926 to 1937 the average attendance a t Sunday 
school was over one hundred. Teacher training classes 
were usually held and these furnished m ost of the teach­
ers through the years. A to ta l of about 120 people have 
taught in the Sunday school. Quite a few students in the 
city who later went to mission fields came to  help in 
the mission. In early years and during the depression 
years the sick of the Cook County H ospital were visited. 
M any heard the gospel on their death bed.

The vacation Bible school dates back to 1921. A t­
tendance varied from th irty  to sixty-six. The highest en­
rollment was 140. P rayer meetings were held every 
W ednesday throughout the years. M any a person re­
ceived strength and comfort here. A total o'f 166 have 
united with the church throughout the years, of which 
119 united by baptism  upon confession of faith. Thirty
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C o n g reg a tio n a l g roup  in  front of G race  M ennonite  Church.

weddings and about fifty funerals were conducted. W o­
men’s meetings were begun in 1922. Bible study and 
church concerns were the prim ary interests of this group.

A girls’ choir was started by M ary Wiens Toews. 
A boys’ Bible group was organized by Russell Schnell. 
Camping was conducted for m any years where boys and 
girls always did their own cooking.

Several church papers were printed a t different times.

M any copies were circulated by mail. Through the iocal 
paper many short sermons have been circulated. Some 
sermons were also printed gratis by the Chicago Sun  of 
which the to tal circulation is one and one-half million.

The Mission has touched all of the nationalities 
of central European background. Sometimes we had as 
m any as twenty nationalities in vacation Bible school. 
The total enrollment in Sunday school and Bible school 
has been over two thousand individuals. They are now 
scattered over the entire country and even in other lands. 
A recent letter from Mexico indicates the widespread 
results of the work. Because of the constant movement 
of families w ith children to the suburban areas the 
church will never be .a large church bu t there will always 
be a mission to  perform. This church m ust serve the 
people of this com munity as “a house by the side of the 
road where the races of men go by .”

Five members have served in foreign mission work. 
Russell Schnell and Elvina Neufeld M artens are a t pres­
ent in such work. Mission offerings have been received 
regularly throughout the years. The present workers are 
John T. Neufelds.

Woodlawn Mennonite Church
B y  WILLIAM KEENEY

A  CHURCH is more of an organism than an or- 
y  \  ganization. I t begins as sm all and silently as the 

growth of a plant 'from a seed. I t reaches v a r­
ious stages of m aturity  as it grows. I t  best expresses its 
m aturity  when it begins to reproduce itself through m is­
sion work. This was the way the church a t Antioch grew 
and in m any respects the growth of the Woodlawn M en­
nonite Church has been similar.

The planting of the seed m ay be traced back to  Au­
gust, 1946, when the Mennonite Biblical Seminary p u r­
chased a house a t 4614 W oodlawn Avenue as a residence 
for students and staff. In a short tim e nine families were 
living on the campus. As these Christians gathered to ­
gether they soon began to meet for prayer meetings and 
other fellowship activities to strengthen their spiritual 
life. In such a small and silent m anner the seed was 
planted which was to become a congregation within a 
few years.

N o church was organized immediately bu t already in 
the summ er of 1948 the seminary group sponsored a 
daily vacation Bible school to which the children of the 
com m unity were invited as well as the seminary children. 
The size of the group continued to grow, thus giving 
evidence of increasing strength and solidarity in the 
community. The next observable stage in the growth 
toward a congregation was in the fall of 1948 when 
a Sunday school was organized with Eldon Gräber, a

graduate student a t Northwestern University, as the su ­
perintendent. This was the beginning of the first regular 
Sunday morning services. P rior to this the group went 
elsewhere for worship services and m ost continued to do 
so after the Sunday school was organized.

The congregation continued with Sunday school .and 
prayer meetings prim arily for the internal life of the 
church and the daily vacation Bible school for about 
two years. A new stage of growth was evidenced by an 
extension into the neighborhood surrounding the semi­
nary. In the summ er of 1950 the pressing recreational 
needs in the surrounding com munity were recognized in 
a somewhat informal and spontaneous fashion by in­
viting children in for periods of supervised play on the 
spacious lawn surrounding the seminary buildings. This 
led to  further contact and further knowledge concerning
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the need of the com munity and opportunity to minister 
to it.

The following fall the seminary families and students 
met a t the beginning of the school year and decided to 
begin holding worship services on Sunday morning in 
the Swedenborg Church from which the sem inary had 
already rented space. W illard Wiebe, a seminary s tu ­
dent on leave of absence from the Lind, W ashington, 
church, was asked to serve as the congregation’s first 
minister. As a result Sunday school and church services 
were held every Sunday between 9:00 and 10:30. During 
the course of the year the student body recognized a need 
to continue contacts with and service to the community. 
M artin Schräg was asked to study possible ways of do­
ing this and after considerable investigation it was de­
cided th a t a Cub Scout pack would be the best means 
of serving and reaching the com munity children.

During the year a plan was drawn up and  progress 
was made toward the formal organization of the congre­
gation. On the twenty-eighth of January, 1951, the 
W oodlawn Mennonite Church officially and 'formally 
came into being with nineteen full members and sixty 
associate members. This m ay be considered the period 
when the congregation came of age since it had actually 
been growing toward this stage of m aturity  for over 
four years.

We should stop here a moment to take a brief look 
a t the community. Form erly this was a rich, white, old 
line American neighborhood. Since the la tter days of 
W orld W ar II there has been a shift toward an inter­
racial neighborhood with both Japanese-Americans and

Negroes moving into the area. The white population 
tha t remained also shifted in economic levels and so the 
com munity is now largely lower-middle class rather 
than upper class .as it had been. Along with this de­
velopment the com munity has become more and more 
crowded. At present there is a great need for religious 
work and guidance in the com munity because the church­
es as a whole have not been able to reach and serve all 
the people coming into the neighborhood. This has given 
the Woodlawn Mennonite Church an opportunity and a 
challenge to reach beyond its own and serve others.

In the fall of 1951 the church took over the responsi­
bility which the student body of the seminary had form­
erly carried on through M artin  Schräg. A church worker 
was appointed and the program  was expanded. At the 
present tim e the program includes the following activi­
ties: worship service, Sunday school, junior church and 
evening services on Sunday; prayer meeting, two girls’ 
Bible and two boys’ clubs and a week-day church school 
each week. During the summ er the daily vacation Bible 
school and a recreational program have been continued. 
Periodically week-end work camps have been sponsored 
in which young people from central Illinois and Indiana 
have come in to  perform services for the church and 
community.

The church has continued to grow in service to  the 
Kingdom, both to those who are already com m itted to 
the life of Christian discipleship and to those who have 
not yet accepted the claim of the Gospel on their lives. 
M ay its usefulness in the life of the Kingdom continue, 
for an organism always dies if it outgrows its usefulness.

O ld  T im e r s  in  C h ic  a y  o
(Left) Joseph  W . T schetter a n d  wife, c ity  m issio n aries  in 

C hicago  since  1915, a re  still active.

C a lv a ry  M em orial C hurch of the E v an g e lic a l M ennonite  
C hurch.

G eorge Schultz a n d  Mrs. D. M. Hofer. Schultz h a s  b e en  in  
C hicago  since  1907, w a s  su p e rin te n d en t of H a p p y  H our 
M ission, a n d  p a s to r B righton M enn. C hurch. D. M. Hofer 
w a s  in  ch arg e  of K.M.B. M ission from 1915-44 a n d  did 

re lief w ork in  R ussia
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M ennonite  B iblical S em inary  b u ild in g s  on W o o d law n  A v en u e  sh o w in g  M ain  bu ild ing , F ranz  H all, M em orial b u ild in g
a n d  W o o d law n  church.

KMMOMITE) ^EMIMART IN 
C f l ie A e r O

BY S. F. PANNABECKER

M E N N O N ITE Biblical Seminary is in the suc­
cession of m inisterial training institutions th a t 
have been established by the General Confer­

ence M ennonite Church. The first was in Wadsworth, 
Ohio; it began in 1868 and continued for ten years. Then 
there was an interval when the colleges took over the 
task  of training ministers. In 1915 a seminary was s ta rt­
ed in connection with the expanded program of Bluffton 
College which developed into W itm arsum  Theological 
Seminary and operated until 1931. Attem pts were im ­
m ediately made to revive this institution bu t for v a r­
ious reasons they failed. The General Conference was 
w ithout a seminary until 1945 when M ennonite Biblical 
Seminary was opened in Chicago in affiliation w ith an ­
other established seminary.

Why in a Large City
In view of the fact tha t previous institutions were 

all located in small towns w ith a rural setting and the 
fact th a t the Mennonites are essentially a  rural people 
the question is often asked, why a M ennonite seminary 
in a big city? In considering this question it will be recog­
nized th a t the Mennonites have remained rural a t the 
expense of the loss of a large num ber of members who 
have moved to  larger centers. The examination of the 
telephone directory of any large city, such as Chicago, 
will reveal hundreds of names th a t alm ost certainly have 
M ennonite derivation. While the M ennonite church 
doubtless will and should continue to be centered in 
rural communities of a pious, modest, conservative way

of life, yet there is a growing realization th a t the church 
is awakening to her responsibility of following her mem­
bers to cities if necessary and to participate in the larger 
problem of city evangelization. M ennonites can no longer 
be satisfied to remain die Stillen im Lande, discarding 
ing those who leave the com munity and having no 
witness to those of other ways. If this is so a seminary 
in the city m ay have advantages toward an understand­
ing of the to tal problem.

Further answer to the question, why a Mennonite 
seminary in the city, m ay be found is the fact th a t city 
life provides an unexcelled laboratory for work and 
study. All problems of life are augm ented by the nature 
of city life. Poor people are poorer; rich people are richer; 
clashes of race and class are more severe; evil appears in 
more wicked forms and tem ptations are more subtle. If 
sin stands out more clearly so does the need of salva­
tion. When doctors undertake the practical part of their 
training they go for internship to  hospitals where illness 
and diseases of extreme types are found. W hy then should 
a minister not seek his training am id the ills and diseases 
of society?

In addition, it m ay be said further th a t the city pro­
vides wide contacts with other denominations and their 
work, and with outstanding speakers, and thinkers. In 
Chicago it is particularly true th a t excellent transporta­
tion facilities are provided in every direction. This facili­
tates visits of m any who would not touch a place lo­
cated more out of the way, it also makes a convenient 
center for special committee meetings and conferences.
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As a final point it m ay be noted th a t for the General 
Conference, Chicago provides a central location alm ost 
exactly midway between its large east and west centers 
and also th a t location in Chicago has made possible the 
affiliation with Bethany Biblical Seminary which enabled 
our seminary to open with a full curriculum of accredit­
ed standing.

Growth of Facilities and Staff
The present physical plant of the Seminary occupies 

the greater part of the west side of the 4600 block on 
Woodlawn Avenue. All property between 4600 and 4646 
is owned by the Seminary except one piece which is rent­
ed. In addition, another piece on an adjacent street was 
secured in the early years for the occupation of non- 
seminary students who wished M ennonite fellowship. 
These buildings of course were not all purchased a t the 
same time but piece by piece in the years from 1946 
to  1952. Together they to tal eight in number. A t the 
south end of the block is a three-story apartm ent house 
originally built for nine six-room apartm ents. This has 
been cut up to make twelve suitable apartm ents for small 
student families. In the middle of the block are large 
residences which have been taken over in sim ilar fashion 
for student rooms and apartm ents and for other Semi­
nary purposes. A t the north end of the .block is a church 
building with attached educational unit which was the 
last piece purchased and 'fits into the whole picture ad ­
mirably. It should be noted th a t these buildings were 
all bought on favorable terms, the to ta l purchase price 
of land and buildings being about $200,000. In these is 
provided adequate room for student and faculty resi­

dences, for seminary headquarters including dining and 
reception rooms, for library and study room, for offices, 
storeroom, and work rooms, and m ost im portant for wor­
ship services and other gatherings. Large lawn space is 
included and is invaluable for the children’s playground 
and for relaxation.

As the physical plant has been accum ulated over the 
years so also the staff has grown with the developing 
institution. In the first year with seventeen students and 
no property one instructor-adm inistrator directed the 
program. This was Abraham W arkentin who served as 
president until his death in 1947. His work in the early 
years was supplemented by a num ber of part-tim e teach­
ers who came for one term at a time. In this way there 
were brought in for twelve week periods such men as C. 
Henry Smith, C. E. Krehbiel, E. G. Kaufm an, E rland 
W altner, and others. Other regular additions to the staff 
came as the work expanded. John T. Neufeld was secured 
as business m anager in 1946 w ith the purchase of the 
first property. S. F . Pannabecker was also added to  the 
staff in 1946, first as dean and teacher of missions and 
Mennonite history and later, after the death of W arken­
tin, as president. Don E. Smucker and M arvin J. Dirks 
were added to the staff in 1947, the former teaching in 
the field of theology and Christian ethics and the latter 
teaching voice and directing practical work. The old 
W itm arsum  library was brought to Chicago in 1946 and 
became the core of the growing Seminary library. Miss 
K atie Andres was secured as librarian the following year 
and has served in th a t capacity since. Andrew R. Shelly, 
while serving as pastor of the Sterling Avenue M ennonite 
Church in Kitchener, began in the fall of 1947 to  give

S tu d en t b o d y  of the M ennon ite  B iblical S em inary  tak e n  in  the  fall of 1952.
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(Left) M ennonite  M ission C enter. (A bove) S em inary  
staff sh o w in g  M arv in  J. Dirks, A ndrew  R. Shelly, 
S. F. P a n n ab eck er, Don E. Sm ucker a n d  in  front 
row, John T. N eufeld , Katie A ndres, Mrs. S. F. 
P an n ab eck er, Mrs. J. N. Sm ucker a n d  J. N. Sm ucker. 

(R igh t) H e ad q u a rte rs  b u ild in g  of Sem inary .

part time as field secretary for the Seminary and in 1951 
came to Chicago to serve full time in th a t capacity. 
Frieda Claassen came as a student in 1947 and has re­
mained since 1948 as office secretary. During the years 
Mrs. Pannabecker has served on a part-tim e basis as 
m atron and since last fall the J. N. Smuckers have ac­
cepted responsibility as host and hostess a t the student 
residences in addition to  pastoral duties with the local 
church. The regular staff a t present numbers six with 
another six serving as assistant staff members.

An International Student Center
For the last few years the student enrollment a t the 

Seminary has been about thirty-five to forty, w ith a 
graduating class of about ten. Students have come pri­
m arily from the General Conference group since th a t is 
the sponsoring body. However, a t least two other con­
ferences have been represented a t various times and a few 
non-M ennonite denominations. A marked feature has 
been the number of Canadian students who have enrolled; 
during the present year there have been six Canadians. 
Nine other foreign students have also attended the Semi­
nary in the past five years, coming from China, Holland, 
Germany, Italy, France, and South America, m ostly on 
an exchange basis under the program instituted by the 
M ennonite and Affiliated Colleges. G raduates from the 
Seminary in Chicago now num ber thirty-nine, twenty- 
eight of these being with the degree bachelor of divinity, 
ten with the degree m aster of religious education and 
one m aster of theology. These, with about twenty-five 
former students who have not fully completed their 
course, are scattered in the United States and Canada 
and several foreign countries, serving in m any capacities 
—as ministers, as teachers or adm inistrators in colleges 
and in other schools, as relief workers or voluntary serv­
ice workers, in missionary service and in other form s of 
church work. W ith only one or two exceptions all have 
entered the service of the church.

I t has been mentioned tha t the Seminary is in affilia­
tion with Bethany Biblical Seminary. Bethany is operat­
ed by the Church of the Brethren, a denom ination close­

ly associated with the Mennonites historically and hold­
ing to  many of the same positions in doctrine and prac­
tice. The advantage to both schools has been in the en­
larged student body ,and faculty with consequent wider 
curriculum offerings and the possibility of increased 
specialization in some departments. For the Mennonite 
Seminary the specific advantage was the ability to  start 
with fully recognized work and then expand as feasible. 
Since the two institutions are located in different parts 
of the city, transportation back and forth  is provided 
by a thirty-passenger Seminary bus and an eight-passen­
ger suburban. The daily drive along the lake front and 
through the loop is always interesting and upon the 
completion of the new Congress Street highway, will be 
considerably reduced in time. The separation of the two 
institutions also allows for independence in extra-curri­
culum activities and especially for carrying out a church 
program supplem entary to the sem inary work in a sec­
tion of the city tha t is very needy.

Facilities for study are provided in a well-appointed 
reading room and library. From  the old W itm arsum  
library of 2,000 volumes brought to Chicago in 1946 the 
library has now grown to approxim ately 7,500. A large 
section of this, something over 1,300 titles, consists of 
m aterial of a historical or research nature pertaining to 
the Mennonites which is housed as a special historical li­
brary in a  fireproof vault. Progress in building up this 
collection is being made through grants given by the 
Historical Committee of the General Conference and 
memorial gifts which are applied to this purpose. E m ­
phasis in building up the library has centered around 
three categories. T hat of prim ary importance is books 
for class reference where attem pt has been made to sup­
ply everything needed for reserve use in all courses. The 
second category is standard reference books and sets of 
a general nature, and third, other recommended books.

Non-Seminary Contacts and Services 
In the early years of the Seminary’s development in 

Chicago, perhaps even the first year, there were inquiries 
regarding the possibility of rooms for students and others
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(Top) F acu ltie s  of B ethany  an d  M ennonite  B iblical S em in ary  a t a n n u a l fa ll re trea t. C a n a d ia n  s tu d en ts  a n d  L ib ra rian  
K atie A ndres w ith P au l Shelly  a n d  S. F. P a n n a b e c k e r  in  H istorical L ibrary. (Bottom ) D irecting  ch ild ren 's  activ ities 
in  the Junior church. W eek-end  w ork cam p  g ro u p  from cen tra l Illinois an d  ch ild ren  of the S h a k e sp e a re  E lem en tary

School a d ja c e n t to the Sem inary .

who were not enrolled a t the Seminary. As far as quar­
ters permitted, students were given residence. Out of this 
came the vision of possibilities of m aintaining church 
contacts with M ennonite students attending other insti­
tutions. As a result, a building was purchased in 1948 
specifically for the use of such residents. Since this was 
not for Seminary students it hardly seemed right to use 
Seminary funds for the purpose, hence assistance was 
secured from the Home Mission B oard and from an in ­
terested individual. In this building, which is a three 
story, ten-room house, convenient apartm ents have been

made for four families. I t  has (been occupied continuous­
ly and has served its purpose well. A t the present time 
four medical students and their families live here. Two 
of these are missionary candidates. Other quarters are 
occasionally open for the residence of non-seminary 
students. This helps to concentrate Mennonites tem por­
arily in Chicago in the Seminary area. Their participation 
in religious church activities is welcomed ,and heartily 
given. Thus it is th a t the total Seminary community, in­
cluding children and babies, numbers approxim ately 120, 

(Continued on page 88)

(Top) Joint T hanksg iv ing  d in n er of M ennonite  a n d  B iblical S em inaries . N ew  ch ap e l on cam p u s of B ethany  B iblical 
Sem inary . Sem in ary  g roup  p icn ick ing  on Lake Front n e a r  S em in ary  g rounds. (Bottom) Sam  E d ig er ab o u t to le a v e  for 
the B e lg ian  C ongo u n d e r the C.I.M. M edical s tu d en ts  re sid in g  a t the Sem in ary  show ing  Ben K anagy , Bob Stutzm an, 

H ow ard  Shelly , D ennis Epp, D a n a  Troyer an d  Otto K lassen. C ongo In lan d  M ission office.
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berg, and the w hite band of the Autobahn leads yon 
past p leasan t valleys and plains, along: th e  Rhine, past 
the Black Forest, past scenes of peace and beauty.

Stop a moment! Are you aw are th a t all is not peace 
and beauty behind the picturesque scenes you pass? 
P re tty  villages and towns a re  filled to the brim  with 
homeless people, living in undescribahle conditions. F if­
teen million people w ere driven from  the ir ancestra l 
homes in th e  east of Europe. T hree million of these un­
fortunates never reached safety. They perished on the 
way or are  to be found somewhere in Siberia. 1.5 million
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A human rabbit-

iceour
Aboui 1 million expellees and refugees want employment.

have since fled from the terror of the East to the securi­
ty of the West.

The road you follow leads automatically to the busi­
ness center of any town you care to visit. Shops tilled  
with attractive merchandise draw your attention. The 
whole atmosphere of bright lights and- goods and the 
buzzing traffic give the impression of peaceful prewar 
conditions. But wait! ! Only a few steps behind this 
facade of light and pleasantness lie endless dark roads 
of rubble, destroyed homes and broken family life. Four 
homes out of every 10 in Germany are destroyed. Four 
iamilies in every group of 8 families are without decent

accom odations. T h ese p eo p le  liv e  in  c e l la r s ,  in  a ir r a id  
shelters, in huts, in b arrack s, h id d en  fr o m  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
the facade you h ave ju s t  seen .

M ost of th e 9.5 m illio n  r e fu g e e s  a n d  e x p e l l e e s  in  
W estern G erm any w ere  stranded* in  n o n - in d u s tr ia l  a r e a s  
along the border d iv id in g  th e  E a s t  fr o m  W e s t  G e r m a n y .  
They sw elled  th e  ranks o f th e  u n e m p lo y e d . W h e n  y o n  
travel through th e lo v e ly  c o u n tr y  fr o m  o n e  r o m a n t ic  
spot to another k in d ly  rem em b er t h a t  th e r e  i s  t h e  I r o n  
Curtain and 18 m illion  G erm an s a r e  lo o k in g  w i t h  t ir e d  
and eager eyes tow ard  th e  is la n d  o f  B e r lin .
(C ourtesy:  Das H i l f sw e rk  d e r  E v m iß c l i s c h e n  K i r c h e n  i n  D e u t s c h l a n d )
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By WOLFGANG FIEGUTH

0  meine Zeit!
So namenlos zerrissen,
So ohne Stern,
So das einsarm im Wissen 
Wie du, will keine,
Keine mir erscheinen.
Noch hob ihr H aupt niemals 
So hoch die Sphinx!
Du aber siehst am Wege 
Rechts und links 
Furchtlos vor Qual 
Des W ahnsinns Abgrund weinen.

Georg Trakl 
For thou art with me;
Thy rod and thy  staff, 
they comfort me.
. . . .  Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the 
shadow of death,
1 will fear no evil;

The Psalm ist

In imagination let us take a flight to  the refugee front 
of our brotherhood. This flight shall take us neither to  
Russia, the heart of this refugee front involving so much 
suffering, nor shall it carry us to South America or Cana­
da, its antipodes of renewed hope. I ask you to follow 
me to Northern Germ any where the lines of our refugee 
front part in the dispersion of our families and con­
gregations from Russia and Prussia. There the dispersed 
rem nants of our former Russian, Polish and for the m ost 
part W est Prussian congregations are now summoning 
their strength to unite, in spirit a t least, under our Lord.

W ithin this larger sphere several girls and young 
men ventured to serve in particular our young people. 
In order to verify our knowledge of their needs we sent 
a questionnaire to some two-hundred of them. From  the 
135 replies (68 per cent) we gathered a general picture 
of their social as well as spiritual experience. T hat served 
as a valuable guide in our endeavors.

To invite you now on this journey merely to share 
statistics is unfair both to you and to them. You already 
know w hat hard paths they have trod. To tru ly  under­
stand these paths we m ust leave the secure protection 
of our sheltered life and venture into the borderlines of 
physical existence and realize th a t here are young people 
who had to witness much blood and evil before their 
eyes were ever fully opened to love and kindness. To lead 
us into a sympathetic understanding of their experience 
we ought to have as guide a poet who alone is able to 
encompass and to express w hat childhood means in the 
m idst of war and on flight. Therefore I have chosen two 
poems which stand as a gateway through which we m ay

enter their inner world. Each reveals somewhat the state 
of mind and heart of m any of our young people. If the 
following factual statem ents seem lifeless and imper­
sonal then tu rn  again to  the revealing word of the poet 
and psalmist, quoted a t the beginning of this article.

Aspects of Social Situation
Of the youth questioned 82 per cent are fifteen to 

twenty-five years of age. Being born between 1927 and 
1937 they are the children of the great depression and 
lived their early childhood through the days of Hitler. 
When World W ar II started they were two to twelve 
years of age and thus war, flight, and dispersion set the 
background for their teen-age. Their m aturation, however, 
not only involved adjustm ents to a world changing slow­
ly upon a rather fixed standard of values. Having been 
suddenly torn from the pre-war life of their families they 
also have to adjust themselves to an incohesive social 
context in a situation u tterly  different from tha t of their 
early childhood.

How do they fare in this process? Only 20 per cent 
did not have to change their vocational plans or aspira­
tions. The process of social shifting is levelling down 
their vocational standing from the independent to the 
more subordinate stratas. W hereas independent farming 
and attendance of schools used to be their m ajor occu­
pations, the following vocational lines now predominate: 
farm labor or the trades (each 27 per cent); civil and 
public services (10 per cent); attendance of schools; and 
among the girls employment in households and offices. 
The trend among the boys is to leave farm labor for the 
trades. Thus they cease to  be farming people.

Boys 25 years and older; 1Ü lo 25 years; 11 lo 18
Farm  labor: 36 per cent 31 per cent 15 per cent
Trades: 7 per cent 38 per cent 43 per cent

After we have seen their vocational dilemma, one is 
not surprised to hear th a t of the three-quarters who had 
to  change their vocational plans 67 per cent stated tha t 
it had been a change for the worse. We were, however, 
astonished to find out th a t in spite of this, 55 per cent 
are satisfied in their present occupation, am ong them 
many of those who had to  change their vocation. How 
can we account for their answer? Shall we consider this 
phenomenon as weariness and yielding and accordingly 
judge it as bad? Or m ay we evaluate it as a reconciliation 
and satisfactory adjustm ent and thus as an aversion from 
despair and judge it as beneficial to  them? Only the 
individual heart could give us the true answer.

The violent changes th a t affected their lives have led 
to  a further break-up of M ennonite fam ily life. One- 
fifth of them report th a t their father is no longer living 
or th a t he is missing. Their poverty is illustrated by the 
fact th a t 22 per cent have to support their parents.
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H alf of them do not live with their parents; seventy- 
five per cent of the girls from fourteen to eighteen years 
of age .are in this group. They live with their non-M en- 
nonite employers. Of this group 81 per cent cannot as­
sociate with their families in their leisure time. This em­
phasizes the fact th a t the future of M ennonitism in the 
dispersion will be much less dependent on the family 
tie while resting more on the spiritual bond of our 
brotherhood.

The former pattern of their church life has been sha t­
tered as well as th a t of their vocational and home life. 
More than half of them (56 per cent) have to go over 
eight miles, and one-third more than sixteen miles to 
the nearest meeting place for the occasional Mennonite 
services. Those who own a bicycle are fortunate. If one 
would add to the .amount of money paid as church dues, 
offerings and contributions the am ount our dispersed 
brethren pay for transportation to  church activities in 
a year, I am sure their financial effort for the church 
would exceed th a t of m ost of our well-established breth­
ren considering their respective incomes.

Under certain circumstances there .are two ways open 
to nearly all of them to escape their isolation:

(1) A restricted number m ay resettle through the 
services of the German government in the vicinity of our 
South German Mennonite churches. W hile 90 per cent 
express a clear opinion on this m atter, 70 per cent do 
not consider such a move, usually for residential and 
occupational reasons.

(2) Im m igration to  U ruguay or Canada. Of the boys 
only one-fourth intend to  emigrate while two-thirds plan 
to stay  in Germany, among the girls, 82 per cent plan 
not to  emigrate.

These answers indicate th a t about half of our young 
people are determined to  remain in their state of dis­
persion in N orth Germany. Their reasons are rather 
obvious, however varied. Their answer to  the question: 
“Are you a member of a non-M ennonite Christian youth 
group?” points out clearly th a t the teen-agers especially 
have become reconciled to life in a non-M ennonite com­
m unity. From  among those who are fourteen to eighteen 
years old 27 per cent of the boys and as high as 42 per 
cent of the girls participate as members in non-M ennonite 
Christian youth groups.

“Crisis” is the term th a t summarizes their present 
situation. This word's Greek root carries two meanings: 
catastrophe and opportunity. Our experience among these 
young people and their reports indicate th a t their youth 
has become to them both catastrophe and opportunity.

Opinions on Mennonite Youth Work
From  among all young people only one-third can 

spend their free tim e w ith M ennonite youth. Their need 
of M ennonite fellowship has given rise to  the wish of 
90 per cent to  form M ennonite youth groups. B u t be­
cause of m any handicaps only one-third of these believe 
they could function as independent youth groups. The 
two main reasons are: fewness of numbers and a lack

of local leadership. Another reflection of the need for 
fellowship is the wish of 88 per cent to spend a part of 
their vacations among other Mennonite youth. Their 
preferences in this are as follows:

Retreat (Erholungsfreizeit) 67%
Camping in tents (Zeltlager) 32%
Bicycling (Radtour) 25%

Their perferences as to the content of our youth pro­
grams range widely. We gave them a choice among the 
following eight fields: Bible study, prelim inary ques­
tions for faith (guidance for the readjustm ent of values), 
fundamentals of M ennonite Christianity, discussion of 
today’s problems in the spirit of God, evangelism, recrea­
tional fellowship, singing and handicrafts. Eighty-seven 
per cent expressed a choice.

According to their point of view there are two groups 
among our refugee young people:

1. One group does not want to pu t the emphasis upon 
abstract Bible study bu t rather wishes it were placed 
upon the discussion of today’s problems in the light of 
Christian faith. This group seemingly wants to come to 
an understanding of the world in the spirit of the Lord.

2. Another group does not w ant the emphasis to  be 
put upon “discussion” bu t on abstract Bible study.

According to their preference the different fields ap­
pear in the following order of importance.

1. Prelim inary questions of f a i t h ----------------- 79 per cent
2. R ecrea tion_____________________________ 68 per cent
3. Fundam entals of Mennonite Christianity 67 per cent
4. Bible s tu d y ___________________________ 66 per cent
5. Discussion of to -day’s p ro b le m s______62 per cent
6. S in g in g ________________________________61 per cent
7. H a n d ic ra f ts____________________________20 per cent
8. E vange lism ____________________________ 10 per cent

One can conclude tha t there is definitely a great need 
for youth work carried on for and by youth. Although 
we are asked to sta rt a t the rudiments, the youth .people 
have expressed a serious, positive attitude for spiritual 
search and growth.

Why are You a Mennonite?
There are in short four possible answers: (1) Because 

of birth to M ennonite parents; (2) Because Mennonites 
help each other; (3) Because M ennonites form a group 
with a great past and can be proud of their cultural 
achievements; (4) Because I have chosen the Mennonite 
faith from personal reasons.

23 per cent checked all answers.
7 per cent checked answer four only.
5 per cent checked answer four .plus others.

15 per cent checked answers one and four only.
16 per cent checked answer one and others.
34 per cent checked answer one only.

Comparing the replies of those who checked only 
answers one and four we find there is a ratio  of five 
to one of those who are Mennonite only because of their 
Mennonite background to those who are M ennonite be-
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cause of personal choice and conviction. Considering all 
given answers this relationship changes to  one in two.

W ith better education the frequency of answer four 
decreases. On the elementary level 50 per cent chose this 
reason; on the junior high school level 39 per cent; on 
the senior high school and college level 35 per cent. This 
decrease is largely accounted for of the more piercing 
self-criticism resulting from more advanced education.

Importance of Mennonite Principles
According to the frequency of m ention the m ost im ­

portant M ennonite principles are: believer’s baptism  and 
Christian benevolence. The principles least im portant to 
them appear to be: congregational church government (as 
contrasted with ecclesiastical organization); voluntary 
discipleship of Christ, and church discipline. Between 
these two extremes in attitude there range the principles 
of truthfulness (nonswearing of oaths), Christ-centered 
faith, lay ministry, simplicity, separation of church and 
state, and non-resistance mentioned as im portant by ap­
proximately one-third each.

Comparing the attitudes among both sexes it appears 
only natural th a t only one-fourth of the girls b u t over 
40 per cent of the boys consider sim plicity as a valued 
principle.

H alf of the youth thought we ought to do more m is­
sion work. B ut one-fifth say “no” and one-third left this 
unanswered. From  among those who approve of missions 
40 per cent want the emphasis to be personal witnessing 
among our fellowmen, 19 per cent upon home mission, 
and 6 per cent upon foreign missions. Fifty-three per 
cent think all three fields are of equal importance.

To the question: “Do you refuse com batant m ilitary 
du ty?” 58 per cent replied “yes.” One-third were willing 
to serve in com batant duty. As they increase in age the 
proportion of objectors increases; m ost probably be­
cause they have had a more direct experience of fighting 
and war. From  among the senior high school and col­
lege students only 41 per cent replied positively.

The next question asked for a more specific opinion 
“Do you refuse all m ilitary service?” One-fourth said, 
“yes.” Half, however, stated their willingness to  accept 
non-com batant service. Twenty-two per cent expressed

no conviction. While 70 per cent of the girls and 52 per 
cent of the boys are opposed to com batant duty, only 30 
per cent said they would refuse all m ilitary service. The 
older the young people are the less evident this radical 
position is (14 to 18 years of age: 42 per cent, 19 to  24: 
59 per cent, and 25 years and older: 67 per cent). W ith 
higher education also the proportion of radical objectors 
decreased.

Motivation
How is th a t one-third of the young people motivated 

who are willing to serve in com batant capacity in an 
army? W hether one considers their opinion as a whole 
or whether in terms of age, sex or education, the follow­
ing three motives appear: (1) L iberation of Eastern G er­
many, their home (62 per cent), (2) their obligation to ­
wards their protecting state (62 per cent), and (3) the 
defense of western civilization against Russian Bolshe­
vism (52 per cent).

A second group of motives is mentioned by about 
one-fourth each: (1) the inevitableness of war, (2) the 
social pressure in case of objection, and (3) the idea tha t 
Christians have to subm it to any governmental au thor­
ity.

One-fourth of the objectors to m ilitary service rely on 
biblical grounds only: (1) Belief in serving the country 
and fellowmen better by pacific means, (2) the F ifth  
Commandment, (3) discipleship of Christ, (4) the prin­
ciple of love: to overcome evil w ith good, and (5) the 
preeminence of God over state and society.

One-third of the objectors to  war rely on political 
and cultural reasons only: (1) the future war would 
be a German civil war, (2) the senselessness of war, (3) 
a future war would bring about the ruin of European 
culture, (4) to -day  Germ any could not be defended suc­
cessfully anyway, (5) our fu ture western allies do not 
accept Germany on equal terms.

Forty-three per cent of them have checked both bibli­
cal as well as political reasons.

We have ended our short flight to our dispersed 
youth. This maze of figures and statistics only indicates 
the direction and intensity of their problem. M ay it help 
to strengthen the tie binding us in Christian love to a 
youth in dispersion.
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M enno Sim ons L ectures
delivered by Roland Ii. Bainton at Bethel College on

S ix teen th  C en tu ry  A nab ap tism
will be published in forthcoming issues of

Mennonite Life
The July issue will also contain a summary of impressions received 

at Fifth Mennonite World Conference by leading men as well as evaluations 
of the Conference.

Tell your friends about it.
Subscribe today! One year $2.00, two years $3.50, and three years $5.00.

All back issues are  still available a t 50 cents each, or in bound volumes of two years 
each a t $5.00 per volume.
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D IS A S T E R  I I \J H O L L A N D
By IRVIN B. HORST

The disastrous flood tha t came over H olland on Sun­
day, February 1, 1953, was caused by a storm  of hurri­
cane proportions which swept up the English Channel 
from the southwest right a t the time of the exceptionally 
high tide. This caused large waves of water to go right 
over the dikes, flooding the land and tearing large holes 
into the dikes.

M ost of the Mennonite congregations have escaped 
any severe damage. In Dordrecht, where the church build­
ing is situated in the lowest part of the town, there was 
about four feet of water. Consequently much of the 
furniture, heating system, song-books, etc. were dam ­
aged. In Vlissingen the flood waters did not reach the 
M ennonite church building and parsonage bu t m any of 
the homes of the members suffered from innundation. 
The greatest damage affecting M ennonites was likely 
on the islands of Schouwen D uiveland and Goree-Over- 
flakee.

The way in which help has come from all sides is 
evidence th a t the population of the Lowlands has many 
friends abroad. In the midst of this flood of goodwill, 
the MCC has asked itself w hat part it could play. The 
MCC has made the facilities of Heerewegen available for 
evacuees and will sponsor a num ber of units to help in 
reconstruction.

M any  cows, hogs a n d  sh e e p  w ere  d row ned  in  the flooded a rea s .



FEW, if any, Mennonite authors who have remained 
faithful to the church of their fathers have had as 
large a reading public as H ans Harder. F or a num ­

ber of years he devoted his entire tim e to  writing, pro­
ducing a novel every year, each of which was reprinted 
in numerous editions. M ost of his writings have dealt 
directly or indirectly with the Mennonites.

H ans H arder was bom  January  28, 1903, a t Neu- 
hoffnung, a village of the M ennonite settlem ent in Sa­
m ara on the Volga where his father was a businessman. 
This was one of the more recent M ennonite settlements of 
Russia. He attended M ennonite and Russian schools. 
After the Russian Revolution the fam ily returned to  its 
ancestral home in Prussia where H ans attended the U ni­
versity of Königsberg. Active participation in the youth 
movement and in Arnold’s Bruderhoi activities followed.

His first literary activities found expression in the 
writing of articles and the establishment of a publishing 
enterprise which was first located in Wernigerode a. H. 
and later a t Ham burg-Altona. Already a t this tim e his 
interest centered around Russian themes. He published 
such books as Nötzel’s Menschen der Liehe, Orloff’s Im  
W eltasyl, and the magazine Russische Blätter.

H arder’s first novel In  Wologdas weissen W äldern . . .  
appeared under the pseudonym Alexander Schwarz in his 
own publishing house, the Hans H arder Verlag. Soon a 
second edition followed at Steinkopf, S tuttgart, where 
m ost of his succeeding books were published. In  Wolog- 
das weissen Wäldern the author presents in a vivid and 
dram atic way the results of S talin’s introduction of the 
rigid collectivization and industrialization program and 
how this effected the Mennonite settlements. In the chap­
ter ‘‘Der weite Weg” he describes the endless journey in

HADIS HARDER-
A Mennanite ^oueltsf

BY CORNELIUS KRAHN

a freight train via Moscow to the regions of the Arctic 
circle. “Das bittere B ro t” presents the hopeless struggle 
of attem pting to fill the quota of work in the forests 
in order to obtain the daily ration of bread. The hope­
lessness becomes more acute in “Das Verlorene Volk” 
because even escape is not the solution to the problem. 
In “Der Heilige Hunger” some inmates in the camp come 
to the realization th a t spiritual bread is still available.

This novel was written prim arily to arouse public 
sentiment in Germ any to help the deprived and sta rv ­
ing fellowmen in Russia. The author succeeds well in 
fulfilling the purpose of the book. Although the m ajority 
of the characters are Mennonites, we also meet Russians, 
particularly a Greek Catholic priest conducting a very 
impressive Easter service in the polar regions. The priest, 
the Lutheran pastor, and Ohm  Peters agree a t an “ecu­
menical council” th a t “we hum an beings are corrupt 
and have wasted the rich Russian land” and th a t “in 
the darkness of the night the stars of G od’s promise 
shine anew . . .”

The author states th a t since this book was widely 
accepted he was encouraged to continue his writing and 
from th a t tim e m ost of his books bore the character of 
memoirs. In Das Dorf an der Wolga (S tu ttgart, 1937) 
we find a portrayal of the beginning, flowering and de­
cline of a M ennonite village of the Volga area. The con­
flicts caused by a clash of Prussian M ennonite traditions 
in a Russian environment and culture, and later M arx­
ian Communism are accurately presented. Peter Born, 
the hero of the novel, attends the R ussian G ymnasium , 
studies in Moscow, serves as a Conscientious Objector 
in a hospital train  during the war and experiences the 
Revolution and starvation which in conjunction with 
Communist measures destroy his home village. Through 
all these conflicts, which are in no wise minimized, Peter 
Born emerges successfully and goes to his ancestral home 
in Prussia in which he does not feel a t home and there­
fore proceeds to  Canada to build a new home, phy­
sically and spiritually, on the foundation of his fathers.

In the next novel, Hungerbrüder (Heilbron, 1938) the 
characters, although not Mennonites, follow the path 
many Mennonites have taken. A family from Volhynia 
travels by wagon all the way to  Siberia to settle on the 
Amur River. The father and m other die enroute and the 
three sons find their way to Brazil, via the Amur settle­
ment and Harbin. During this year H arder also pub­
lished a children’s story under the title W ie Lukas Holl 
seine H eim at suchte (Berlin, 1938).

As Mennonites who had retained their German citi-

i
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2enship, the author and his parents were interned in 
Russia during W orld W ar I. They spent m ost of the 
four years in the Orenburg Mennonite settlem ent which 
serves as the background for the novel Das sibirische 
Tor (S tu ttgart, 1938). This is an excellent portrayal of 
a German Mennonite culture in a Russian environment. 
In m ost of the novels thus far referred to  some of the 
characters speak a smattering of Low Germ an (Sam ara 
Mennonite dialect) and discuss their problems and find 
solutions for them—so characteristic of the Mennonites 
of Russia. However, the Mennonites portrayed by H ar­
der are less typical of the Chortitza settlement, who had 
been away from Prussia for over a hundred years, or even 
of the M olotschna settlement, who had been exposed 
longer to the emerging Prussian environment, b u t re­
semble the Sam ara Mennonites who settled in th a t pro­
vince during the middle of the past century and thus 
had had much more recent contact with their Prussian 
home land. There are m any shades of Mennonites and 
the author has the right to  present those best known to 
him, of which he was a part. (H arder is now a member 
of the Mennonite Church of H am burg).

At this point, in order to get away from personal ex­
periences, the author chose Frierich Haas, a medical doc­
tor of a prison a t Moscow who had done much to reform 
prison conditions in Russia, for his theme. This novel ap­
peared in 1940 under the title Der deutsche D oktor von 
M oskau  and is the first one to be re-published after 
W orld W ar II (J. F . Steinkopf, S tuttgart, 1951). The 
doctor’s generous and sacrificial activities among people 
of all denominations are a powerful testim ony of true 
Christianity and will always rem ain a convincing argu­
ment for ecumenicity. In his novel K lim  (Berlin, 1940) 
the author turns to  a completely Russian theme, describ-

H an s H ard er e a r ly  in  h is w ritin g  career.

The H ard er tw ins w ho a re  now  g row n u p .

ing the peasant life, while his last novel Die vier Leiden 
des Adam Kling  (Berlin, 1942) is devoted to the Volga 
German peasant Adam Kling who lost his faith and 
found it again, being in substance an allegory of modern 
Russia.

Because of the chaotic war conditions the author was 
compelled to discontinue his writing and has not yet 
resumed it on the former scale. H is activities, first in 
the Departm ent of Education of the new Germ an gov­
ernment, as lecturer who is in great demand, and as pro­
fessor of sociology of the Pädagogische Akademie W up­
pertal, allow him only time to write an occasional 
pam phlet. He is yearning for release from some of his 
present burdens in order to  write a novel covering the 
entire Mennonite history. For m any years he has car­
ried with him the outline of this novel which when w rit­
ten  would fill several volumes.

Hans H arder is unquestionably one of the best w rit­
ers using Mennonite themes th a t M ennonitism  has pro­
duced. As far as recognition in the Germ an literary press 
is concerned no other Mennonite finds as much favor­
able mention as Harder.

The author himself hum bly confesses “F or all my 
writing I have been praised in numerous reviews, but 
the words of the literary critics have not made me proud. 
I have never lost the feeling tha t in my achievements 
I have fallen far short of my goal. W hatever I have 
achieved makes me bow hum bly before H im  W ho made 
me write about m y brethren whose fate and labors I 
w ant to save from oblivion in a confused world. On my 
fiftieth  birthday (January  28, 1953) I greet my M en­
nonite readers the world over. Because we belong to ­
gether and the talent given to me makes me responsible 
to  my readers, their remembering me is of greater signi­
ficance to me than the recognition of the press.”

The editors and readers of M dnnonite L ife  extend spe­
cial greetings and best wishes to the author, H ans H ar­
der, a t this occasion and hope th a t he will find the nec­
essary leisure to write th a t M ennonite novel which he 
carries in his heart and of which we are so much in need.
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1

C o n g reg atio n  of First M ennoniie  C hurch, B eatrice, at 
w orship .

HE faith and work of any congregation is in ti­
m ately kn it with the place in which it gathers. 
A house of God constructed for worship, study, 

and fellowship reflects the inner devotion of its members 
as well as their willingness to sacrifice and serve. Every 
generation th a t is called upon to interpret its needs in 
the concrete terms of a building program m ust deter­
mine the essential elements in its church life. The an­
swer will largely determine the type of building, its 
method of construction, and cost involved.

The pioneers who established their homes in the 
Beatrice vicinity in 1876 and the years following, ex­
pressed their faith  prim arily in terms of worship. The 
Sunday school, as we know it, was unknown a t the tim e 
and the religious instruction was combined with elemen­
tary  subjects which were taught during the week in a 
private home and later in a building constructed for th a t 
purpose. After the group organized as a congregation on 
November 12, 1877, the question of a house of worship 
was considered. A committee was appointed on M arch 
9, 1879, to find a convenient location in the country, and 
to make plans for the erection of a house for worship. 
The location three and one-half miles west of Beatrice 
seemed most convenient. When on December 21, 1879, 
the first church building was destroyed by  fire a new 
one was erected, dedicated on M ay 23, 1880.

In 1908 the General Conference was invited to con- 
convene in Beatrice. Because of the urgent need for more 
room, a full basement was dug under the church build­
ing. The building constructed in 1880 w ith the basement 
added in 1908 served the congregation for seventy years. 
In recent years it became evident th a t additional room 
and facilities were necessary to carry out the enlarging 
program of the church. The concern of leaders as well 
as lay members found concrete expression when a gift 
was made available for this purpose. A growing sense 
of need led to the creation of a planning committee of 
five members in 1947. The committee was later enlarged

A RURAL CHURCH 
BEATRICE, NEBRASKA

By JACOB T. FRIESEN

to include the regular building committee of six mem­
bers responsible for buildings and  grounds and the pre­
viously-elected church building committee. These three 
committees working jointly became known as the Church 
Planning Council.

In the search for guidance in the m atter of erecting 
a new church building Rev. C. H. Deardorff, a minister 
and architect of the Church of the Brethren, was invited 
to visit the congregation to discuss the project. He pre­
sented the building of a new church in such a spiritual 
and challenging manner th a t soon after his visit it was 
decided to build a new church and to  leave the old one 
stand during the construction period. The building was 
to begin as soon as three-fourths of the money was col­
lected or pledged.

The needs of the congregation for a to ta l program 
to meet the demands of a balanced Christian life were 
presented to the architect as worship, study, and fellow­
ship. On the basis of these needs the architect drew a 
rough sketch presenting the floor plans for a church 
building th a t would adequately meet the existing and 
growing needs. The proposed sketch provided a sanctuary 
for worship, rooms for study and a basem ent and kitchen 
for fellowship. These sketches which gave the floor plans 
were mimeographed and distributed a t a special congre­
gational meeting a t which the architect was present to 
make explanations. These sketches became the basis of 
discussion and further planning. As finally approved, the 
plans incorporated the essential features of the prelimi­
nary sketches. They provided for a T-shaped structure 
with the m ain stem serving as sanctuary and the cross 
section as educational unit. A full basem ent provided 
the m ain fellowship room with adjoining kitchen, addi­
tional rooms for study, and utility  rooms.

Approximately three years elapsed from the tim e the 
architect made his first visit until plans were definitely 
approved. This period of planning was the m ost difficult 
period of the entire building program. Keeping alive the 
original purpose, motive and ultim ate goal of the under­
taking became the crucial test of the venture. Keeping 
in m ind the supreme desire to build a house of worship, 
study, and fellowship for God’s glory helped greatly in 
preserving the unity  of purpose and thought during this 
crucial planning period.

One of the very significnt steps in this building pro­
gram was the decision to secure a head-builder who 
would direct supervision of the entire undertaking, to­
gether with a building committee of three members. The

80 M E N N O N I T E  L I F E



(Left) The old church b u ild in g  of th e  First M ennonite  C hurch , B eatrice, p a tte rn e d  a fte r th e  H e u b u d en  M ennonite  C hurch 
of D anzig. (R ight) The n ew  churdh b u ild in g  d e d ic a te d  on E aste r, 1951.

head-builder utilized all available voluntary labor and 
and hired only key men as skilled workers. The com­
pleted building has a sanctuary 84 by 40 feet w ith a 
seating capacity of about four hundred. The education 
unit is 68 by 36 feet. Together these form a T-shape 
structure. A balcony in the rear of the sanctuary seats 
one hundred and a large narthex nearly th a t many, as 
an overflow capacity. Twenty-eighth inch “I” beams 
carry the full weight of the concrete sanctuary floor pro­
viding an uninterrupted space in the basem ent for fel­
lowship and various types of services. Sixteen individual 
classrooms together with the large fellowship room make 
it possible for all Sunday school classes to meet without 
interfering with each other. The sanctuary is used only 
for worship.

The entire structure is of fireproof concrete and m a­
sonary construction. Floors and foundation are poured 
reinforced concrete. The main wall is of hydite block. 
The exterior is of stone; a basic Gothic style of archi­
tecture being carried through in the arched stained glass 
windows and the arch in the front of the sanctuary. The 
interior is finished with acoustical plaster. All floors

are covered with an asphalt tile and with a carpet on 
the chancel and in the aisle. The low pressure steam 
heating unit is oil fed and completely autom atic. A pub­
lic address system was installed with the construction, 
providing loudspeakers for all possible needs and ear­
phones for the hard-of-hearing.

Significant services during the construction period 
which helped to make this undertaking a spiritual ex­
perience were the services of ground-breaking, corner­
stone laying, leaving the old church home, and dedica­
tion services on Easter Day, 1951.

It is difficult to evaluate the experience of a church 
building program. A part from the physical improvements 
which are m ost easily seen, this experience, by the grace 
of God and the patience .and understanding spirit of 
each member, has served to draw the congregation closer 
to God in dependence upon him. Members have been 
drawn together as each joined in the unique opportunity 
of building a house of God. The congregation is now 
confronted with the challenge of enriching the spiritual 
life and program in proportion to the enlarged and im ­
proved facilities.

T o a  S m a ll  G ir l
B y  w a r r e n  k l i e w e r

Y our jonquil-colored dishes lie arrayed 
In 'formal plan like flowers surrounding you:
The central daffodil. I ’ll hide, afraid 
I might dispel your guests a t tea. F or who 
W ould w ant to interrupt your soft command 
W ith dull reality? N or would I take 
Offense when told with such a smile, unplanned 
And young, to “D rink your tea now. E a t your cake.'

Imagined guests like yours will leave in tim e 
Like wilted petals in the fall. D on’t  speed 
Their going. Some day you’ll wish for pantom im e, 
Enclosed by guests th a t really ta lk  and feed.
But, yet, how can we know a flower’s beauty 
Before it wilts for swollen seeds of duty?

F or M arianna
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(Left) B uhler p lan t a n d  (rig h t) In m an  p la n t of the  B uhler Mill an d  E lev ato r C o m p an y  in  the h e a rt of K an sas h a rd  w in ter
w h e a t a rea .

THE HEHLER MILL MD ELEVATOR COMPANY
BY LOUIS R. AND HAROLD M. REGiER

M EN NO N ITE millers and wheat growers from 
the famous wheat lands of southern Russia 
migrated to America in the eighteen-seventies 

when the possibilities of wheat raising in K ansas were 
first widely unfolded. Three generations before, they had 
left the Danzig area. Now the czar was threatening to 
take from them some of their freedoms such as control 
of their own schools and exemption from m ilitary serv­
ice. Those who chose to settle in Kansas came directly 
to  Reno, Sedgwick, Harvey, and M arion counties, bring­
ing with them their practical knowledge of 'farming and 
milling, as well as the first Turkey hard winter wheat 
in America. It is to this m igration th a t Kansas owes 
much of its fame in milling and wheat growing for 
Turkey red is the parent strain of all hard winter wheat 
varieties now grown in the Southwest.

The Founding
The Buhler Mill and E levator Company had its be­

ginning in the year 1892 when a small tw o-and-a-half 
story, 50-barrel mill was erected by two Mennonites, 
W elk and Wiens, a t the present site of the p lan t in 
Buhler, Kansas. The W elk and Wiens business was sus­
pended in 1895 and J. J. W all was appointed receiver 
of the bankrupt establishment.

John J. W all was born in Altonau, M olotschna, R us­
sia, on April 9, 1862. His parents came to  K ansas in 1874. 
Here, as in Russia, his father took up the farming occu­
pation. In his early youth, John helped his father on the 
farm. When he became of age, he asked his father for 
a loan of $100 so he could purchase a threshing machine; 
he continued in this business for seventeen years. Then 
he bought a water mill in Dickinson County; however, 
after two years, he sold the mill and returned to Buhler. 
W all had a very real ta lent for business and in 1897, 
he and Herman Rolgalsky, who had been associated

with Wiens and Welk, bought the mill. It was a success­
ful venture, with W all serving as manager and Rogalsky 
as miller. The mill was partially  rebuilt in 1900, includ­
ing a set of steel tanks and two additional rollers, thus 
increasing the capacity to  75 barrels. Due to  the increase 
in trade, he employed a nephew, Jacob C. Regier, as 
bookkeeper. In 1906, the principals decided to  form the 
W all-Rogalsky Milling Company in M cPherson, Kansas 
—a prosperous concern to  this day. To raise the money 
needed, they incorporated the Buhler M ill and Elevator 
Company and sold the greater part of the stock although 
retaining an interest in the parent company. W all was 
president of the Buhler Mill and Elevator Company 
until his accidental and tragic death in 1916. (A ven­
turesome person, he was one of the first to own an au to­
mobile in the com m unity and it was in an automobile 
accident tha t he met his death.)

At the time of its incorporation in 1906, W all trans­
ferred the adm inistrative work of the com pany to J. C. 
Regier, manager, and J. J. Buhler, treasurer of the cor­
poration. From  this small beginning, these two men, 
with the help of C. N. Hiebert, who later entered the or­
ganization, formed the basic policies of the corporation.

John J. Buhler was born in southern Russia, M ay 5, 
1876, and was brought to this country when he was one 
year old. His parents settled on a farm  east of Buhler, 
due m ainly to the insistence of his m other who wanted 
the children brought up under the m ost healthful condi­
tions possible. His father, Bernhard B. Buhler, had been 
a miller in Russia and in the United States served the 
Hebron M ennonite Church near Buhler for m any years 
as minister and elder.

Because of Bernhard B. B uhler’s former association 
with Bernhard W arkentin in Russia, he was asked to  
enter the milling business with the la tter; however, due 
to Mrs. Buhler’s objections, the fam ily started growing
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J. J. B uhler (left) tre a su re r , 1903-1916. J. G. R egier (cen ter) m an a g er, 1906-1916; a n d  p residen t, 1916-1944. C. N. H iebert 
( r ig h t) ,  on th e  staff since  1916, h a s  se rv ed  as p re s id en t of the B uhler Mill an d  E lev ato r C om p an y  since 1944.

wheat. The town of Buhler received its name from 
John’s brother, A. B. Buhler, a  local banker and business­
man. J. J. Buhler joined the firm in 1903.

J. C. Regier was born on a farm near Buhler, M arch 
1, 1882. His father was a wheat grower and had also 
operated a treadm ill in Russia. In 1901, J. J. W all of­
fered J. C. Regier a place in the then W all-Rogalsky 
mill a t Buhler, offering a yearly salary of $200 together 
with the opportunity of learning the business. In 1903, 
Regier went to Clay Center, Kansas, where he was em ­
ployed by  the W illiamson Milling Company. In 1906, 
when the mill in Buhler was incorporated, he returned 
to Buhler and became manager.

Era of Expansion
By 1916, the mill was found to  be inadequate. F lour 

was now being shipped to many states from Colorado 
to the Atlantic coast. A greater flour capacity was needed 
desperately so the mill was entirely rebuilt. The roof 
of the mill was raised seven feet to allow for a new 
floor, six more rollers were added, making a total of 
twelve, and all other machinery was either rebuilt or 
replaced by new equipment. The steam engine, which

The mill in  Sou thern  R ussia  w hich  B ernhard  B uhler left 
w h en  he  cam e  to A m erica  in  1877.

had been serving the mill since its founding, was re­
placed by a new electric m otor and electricity was in­
stalled throughout the mill. W ith this development, the 
mill had increased its flour capacity from 75 barrels to 
over 500 barrels a day, thus making it one of the m ost 
modern small mills in the state. In 1917, the first set 
of concrete tanks were completed and in 1920 a ware­
house was added for additional storage.

It was also in the year 1916, following the death of 
J. J. Wall, th a t J. C. Regier took over the presidency 
of the corporation. Another man was needed to help 
handle the increase in adm inistrative work, so C. N. 
Hiebert entered the corporation as accountant.

C. N. Hiebert was born on January  18, 1893. His 
father had also come over to this country in the great

E arly  d a y s  in  B uhler w ith the  B uhler Mill.
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movement of the eighteen-seventies, settling on a farm 
in M arion County. Here he and his fam ily remained 
until 1908, when he decided to retire from farming and 
move to Buhler with his children. C. N. Hiebert a t­
tended business school for several years, and since 1916 
he has been associated with the mill.

In 1924, the following men constituted the board of 
directors of the corporation: J. C. Regier, president and 
manager; Ernest A. Wall, son of the late J. J. Wall, vice 
president; J. J. Buhler, treasurer; C. N. Hiebert, secre­
ta ry ; and Peter Lange.

Adjustments
Late in the twenties, the mill ran into serious diffi­

culty. It was during this period tha t the Blackhull variety 
of wheat was first introduced and became popular a l­
most overnight. This wheat was in m any respects sim ilar 
to the present day Red Chief and Blue Jacket. Because 
of its non-elasticity and poor gassing power, the bakers 
found it impossible to make a good loaf of bread from 
it. It so happened th a t the mill was operating alm ost 
exclusively for bakers, and because of the Blackhull 
wheat practically all of the bakery business was lost. 
In one year, the sales contacts of twenty years vanished. 
It was decided then to tu rn  the mill over exclusively to 
family flour. This m eant starting anew and 'forming 
m any new contacts with wholesale houses. This resulted 
in expansion of the trade territory and this expansion 
is still going on today. By now, trade is carried on in all 
of the Southern states and as far east as the A tlantic 
coast. The corporation is one of the few in the country 
th a t sells flour exclusively for fam ily use. This can be 
done because it is a com paratively sm all mill, which 
takes a personal interest in serving each separate account.

J. J. Buhler passed away during the depression in 
early 1933. Soon after his death, his son, M ilton J. B uh­
ler, joined the firm. His interest lay in sales work, and 
after a brief apprenticeship in Buhler, he left to  make 
his headquarters first a t Springfield, M issouri, and then 
a t Memphis, Tennessee. Today, he is in charge of the 
regional sales office there, with the responsibility of su ­
pervising the sales work of eight full-tim e salesmen and 
m aintaining trade relations with m any wholesales houses. 
In 1933, H arold M. Regier, a son of J. C. Regier, joined 
the firm to fill the vacancy of J. J. Buhler. Today, he is 
resident sales manager.

After the partial reorganization in personnel, events 
continued in a normal fashion. In 1934, a second set of 
concrete tanks was bu ilt and a new electric m otor was 
installed. In 1937, a complete new laboratory was added.

Times were properous. Because business was steadily 
increasing, other mills in surrounding communities were 
called upon to  help take care of the volume of trade. 
A new addition to the mill was needed badly. J. C. 
Regier, however, was not to see this development take 
place, for he passed away on June 6, 1944. He had been 
with the corporation forty-one years, th irty-eight years 
as manager and twenty-eight years as president. Re-

gier’s death, together with J. J. Buhler’s death, marked 
the end of an era in the history of the Buhler Mill and 
Elevator Company.

The New Generation
A complete change of officials was now necessary. 

At the board of directors meeting, C. N. Hiebert was 
elected president and manager, Ernest A. W all retained 
his position as vice-president, M ilton J. Buhler was 
elected treasurer, and H arold M. Regier was elected 
secretary. A t this same meeting, D. O. Hiebert, head 
miller and brother of C. N. Hiebert, was elected to the 
board of directors. Also in 1944 and shortly after C. N. 
Hiebert’s election as president and general manager, H er­
bert H. Regier, the second son of J. C. Regier, succeeded 
C. N. Hiebert as accountant.

The year 1946 was a milestone. V ast changes were 
made necessary by the ever-increasing volume of busi­
ness. In the spring and sum m er of th a t year, another 
additional set of concrete tanks were built. T hat same 
summer, negotiations were started for the purchase of 
the Enns Milling Company, of Inman, Kansas. In due 
time, this mill was purchased. As a result of the year’s 
expansion program the flour capacity of the corporation 
was raised from 750 to  1250 barrels per day, and the 
wheat storage capacity was raised to over half a m il­
lion bushels.

The corporation has moved slowly b u t steadily for­
ward. At the m ill’s beginning, approxim ately ten men 
were employed; a t present, there are sixty-seven fam i­
lies who depend on the m ill for a means of livelihood.

The years since 1946 have been devoted to  stabiliz­
ing and expanding its m arkets for family flour to  absorb 
the additional capacity furnished by the acquisition of 
the Enns Milling Company. The one notable exception 
was the construction in 1951 of a 100,000-bushel modem, 
concrete elevator a t Saxman, Kansas, located in Rice 
County.

More im portant than the external changes has been 
the necessity of solving the problem of competition, and 
the diminishing of its m arkets as housewives have turned 
from home baking to buy the products of the baker.

Historically, the milling industry has always had a 
greater capacity to produce flour than required. Since 
the great export boom of 1947, the industry has steadily 
lowered its operating margin, until today m uch flour 
is sold a t a loss in order to keep mills operating.

Zwieback and Dixie Lily
Both large mills and small mills over the country 

compete for the housewife’s favor. The Buhler M ill m ust 
compete with giants, such as General M ills w ith its 
Gold M edal, and P illsbury w ith its Pillsbury’s Best. 
To meet this competition it has been necessary to  employ 
an advertising agency to  help in selling its flour under 
the name of Dixie L ily. As its name implies, it is sold 
largely in the South where the housewife to  this day
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Staff of B uhler p lan t. R ead in g  from left to righ t (front row ) H erbert H. R egier, A lbert C. Becker, H aro ld  M. R egier, L inda 
Reim er, Jean  Siem ens, D. O. H iebert, E lm er Schroeder, C hester Siem ens, H erm an  Ratzlaff, A bie Siem ens, D arlow  Franz. 
(S econd  row ) A rnold  S iem ens, E lm er Dirks, P. W. S iem ens, John K lassen , V ernon Buller, A. C. B raun, A rnold  H. 
Zielke, John Pankratz , C. C. O llenburger, M artin  E sau , J. S. Ratzlaff, C. N. H iebert. (Third ro w ) V irgil Hein, G eorge 
M artens, C. M. Rousell, H enry  E. E diger, M erlin  G roening , A lden  R ay  Kliew er, D. A. T hiessen, A rnold Ratzlaff, W illiam

Buller.

bakes hot biscuits for her family a t least once a day. 
It is in the South th a t advertising is largely focussed.

While the Mennonite housewife has succombed to 
the lure of the bakery to  some extent, it is still custom ary 
for those living in ‘‘Low G erm an” communities to bake 
Zwieback and bread on Saturday. As a result, a t Buhler 
and Inman, the mill sells a special flour designed for 
baking with yeast. It is different from the flour it sells

in the South. Even so, only two out of every thousand 
sacks milled are sold locally.

While the Inm an and Buhler communities furnish 
only a lim ited outlet for the flour produced, they are 
very im portant to the company as a source of wheat. 
Mennonite farmers in these communities take pride in 
producing quality  wheat, and so the company tries to 
buy as much local wheat as possible. In addition to

Staff of In m an  p lan t. R ead in g  from left to  righ t (front ro w ) John F. R egehr, Otto R ogalsky, C laren ce  A chilles, V ernie Enz. 
H arv ey  Rum p, E dw ard  Ratzlaff. John D. Janzen , A lbert R atzlaff. F. H. W iens, E. H. E nns. (Back ro w ) D. W. G osen, A. D. 
R egehr, S iegfried  T iede, E w ald  Bartel, W. D. Fisher, John H. E sau , N orm an R egehr. Jake Penner, Bill N eufeld , H ow ard  C.

S chierling , H. F. Friesen.
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furnishing a daily m arket for wheat, it usually has 
enough storage room so th a t farmers m ay take out a 
government loan if they wish.

Early in its history, the emphasis of The Buhler Mill 
and Elevator Company was on production. The miller 
w ith his secrets and “miller’s thum b” was often the 
determining factor in a mill’s success; today the secrets 
of milling are rather well known to m any people, so the 
problem of survival depends largely on the quality  of 
the flour, and the effectiveness of its sales program. 
More and more energy of late years has been devoted 
to this problem.

The original stockholders were all Mennonites and 
few in number. While some stock is still held by original 
charter members, m ost of it has passed to heirs of the 
original owners. The stock is very stable and seldom 
is any sold. This is probably because, while growth 
has been conservative, the stock has through the years 
had a steady increase in value. A t present all stock­
holders are Mennonites or of M ennonite extraction ex­
cept two.

As might be expected in such predom inantly M en­
nonite communities as Buhler and Inman, the great 
m ajority of employees are Mennonites. Such names as

Buller, Wiens, and Siemens are on the payroll.
In 1942, the company started a pension program. 

Using the factors of years of employment and rem un­
eration, the company has provided an insurance-annuity 
program so th a t employees m ay retire a t 65 with some 
steady income assured in addition to the present social 
security program. In addition, each Christmas the com­
pany endeavors to give to all employees a Christmas 
bonus, and on Labor D ay a company-sponsored picnic 
for all employees and their families is held.

Since the end of W orld W ar II, the company has 
milled some flour each winter for the Mennonite Central 
Committee or the Christian R ural Overseas Program. 
The high point was reached in 1948 when Mennonite 
farmers in the local communities and in other Mennonite 
communities throughout the nation and state donated 
enough wheat and money so th a t sixteen cars of flour 
were shipped for relief. For the “Freedom T rain” alone, 
the company milled six cars.

As might be expected in a smaller community, the 
executives of the company, m ust give of their time to 
the city. J. J. Buhler and J. C. Regier each served as 
m ayor of Buhler during his life-time and C. N. Hiebert 
is the present mayor.

M U  H E M  M E IM T E  
CHURCH

B y  c .  c .  e p p

H E Hebron congregation was organized three and 
1 J  a half miles north and one mile west of the 

present location of its church building in the old 
Santa Fe Im m igration building, September 3, 1879. 
Likeminded friends had frequently m et in earnest prayer 
for more light from God in their perplexing circum­
stances. One of the problems concerned the m atter of 
adm ittance to  church membership. The fundam ental 
question was not whether baptism  should be administered 
by pouring or immersion; the question was rather one 
of genuine conversion before baptism . The M ennonite 
immersionists stressed form and would not accept mem ­
bers to their group, except hy  rebaptism  through im m er­
sion. The group practicing the older form of baptism  by 
pouring stressed the custom of thorough instruction be­
fore baptism.

Thus the newly organized Hebron church accepted 
members confessing genuine conversion before they were 
baptised, regardless of the form of baptism . Some who 
felt they had not previously had the experience of rebirth 
and the forgiveness of sins were rebaptised by the elder, 
B. Buhler, upon their personal request. A few were thus 
rebaptized. The m ajority  became charter members by

The H ebron  M ennonite  C hurch four m iles e as t of Buhler.

presenting acceptable church letters. New candidates 
whose conversion experience was openly confessed be­
fore Hebron church members and whose statem ent was 
found to be satisfactory were baptized by immersing 
them backwards, symbolising death in Christ.

The first election resulted in the choice of Bernhard 
Buhler, a m inister under E lder Leonhard Sudermann, a t 
Berdiansk, Russia, as elder of Hebron; C. B. Froese and 
David Penner were chosen as ministers, while Johann 
W all and Peter Lohrentz were elected deacons. This 
created the Hebron Mennonite Church organized in 1879. 
Bernhard Buhler was consecrated as elder by his former 
elder, Leonhard Sudermann, then having charge of the 
Em m aus Mennonite Church in B utler County, Kansas. 
In Berdiansk, Russia, Leonhard Sudermann, Cornelius 
Jansen, Bernhard Buhler and others had been under the 
influence of the revival among the M ennonites caused 
by Eduard W üst.
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The B ernhard  Buhlers. He w a s  first e ld e r of H ebron church.

The first baptism al service was held in the Blaze 
Forks, one mile west of Hebron on October 19, 1879.
A. M. M artens, his sister, Mrs. Jacob Lohrentz, Jacob
B. Dick, and Mrs. Cornelius Regier were baptized.

F or m any years the Hebron church did not ally 
itself with the General Conference M ennonite Church or 
any other Mennonite conference. This independent posi­
tion had advantages in freedom of choice, but was felt 
hindering in larger group action. Periodic tendencies to ­
ward alliance with the General Conference or the M en­
nonite Brethren sometimes caused mild friction among 
members.

In the fall of 1898 a meeting was held with neighbor­
ing churches, to  examine various desires for cooperative 
union. Nothing came of it. In 1916, during W orld W ar I, 
Hebron joined the General Conference M ennonite Church 
and has been an active contributor ever since to m is­
sions and other conference causes. Dr. and M rs. A. M. 
Lohrentz served in the mission field in China. J. M. and 
Mrs. Regier were hindered by sickness from entering 
mission work. Several women from Hebron are serving 
as successful nurses.

Before I joined the Hebron church, I confessed my 
faith as was custom ary before Hebron members, on the 
Sunday prior to baptism , stressing my preference of the 
more liberal attitude on baptism al form ; some members 
thought me too critical bu t Elder Buhler defended me, a 
twenty-four year old teacher, for stating my preferences, 
showing, as he said, knowledge and sincerity in my ac­
tion. This was September 10, 1893.

Elder Buhler’s kindly and sym pathetic attitude in 
meeting people won respect and adm iration wherever 
he went. E. L. Meyers, for many years president of the

F irst National Bank, Hutchinson, said to me years ago, 
“Elder Buhler was the first gentleman I m et of the R us­
sian Mennonites.” Bernhard Buhler had been a miller 
in Berdiansk. His oldest son, A. B. Buhler, was one of 
the founders of the town named Buhler in his honor.

B. Buhler served Hebron as elder from 1879 to 1906 
succeeded by A. M. M artens from 1906 to 1925. Other 
early ministers were: J. B. Dick from 1900 to 1917, Peter 
Lohrentz from 1888 to 1924, David Penner from 1879 to 
1895, and Cornelius Froese from 1879 to 1902. P . E. 
F rantz served from 1925 to 1929 and 1931 to 1936; P. S. 
Goertz, 1930 to 1931; T. A. van der Smissen, 1937 to 
1946; J. W. Nickel, 1947 to 1948, and E lbert Koontz, 
1948 to the present.

In 1887 the Sunday school was started a t Hebron 
with an adult class taught by C. B. Froese and  Jacob 
Lohrentz and a class of school children taught by John 
Balzer Sr. and Jacob Suderman. Contentions sometimes 
arose but could be am icably adjusted. Later through the 
years, Hebron’s Sunday school progressed with other 
surrounding Sunday school^. On September 10, 1939, I a t­
tended the sixtieth anniversary program to report on the 
history of Hebron’s Sunday school and Christian E n ­
deavor. Pioneering has been interesting in all of our 
M ennonite endeavors. I remember the tim e when the or­
gan entered our M ennonite churches and was first played 
some of our old pioneers (Omkes) left the building. 
(Those dear old hard working pioneers!)

Yes, our parents, the Hebron church workers made 
mistakes, but were sincerely led by the spirit of God. 
M ay we be found worthy to follow in their steps. W ith 
P aul we join: “Bear ye one another’s burdens and so 
fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).
Note: See also “A Unique Relief Project,” by Elbert 

Koontz, M E N N O N IT E  LIFE , July, 1949, page 8 deal­
ing with Hebron M ennonite Church.

A. B. B uhler a fter w hom  the tow n of B uhler is nam ed .
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M EN N O N ITE SEM INARY IN CHICAGO 
(Continued from page 71)

of whom a little over half are Seminary families.
The contacts with non-Sem inary residents has given 

come very good support to Seminary activities and has 
in turn  tied these students in w ith the church in a very 
valuable way during a time when some are tempted to 
lose close connections. Notable contribution was made 
by such people as Eldon Gräber and fam ily who resided 
here while completing his doctorate a t Northwestern U ni­
versity or the Robert Kreidcr fam ily who occupied an 
apartm ent while finishing a doctorate a t the University 
of Chicago. Richard Yoder and D ana Troyer with their 
families while taking medical post-graduate work, have 
formed part of our community.

Closely connected with the m atter of residents is tha t 
of transient guests. A few rooms have been available 
from the beginning as guests rooms for visitors. Usually 
the number of visitors a t any one time is small but on 
occasions such as a General Conference when m any peo­
ple are traveling through the city it m ay reach large 
numbers. Such visitors are always welcome and can us­
ually  be entertained, especially if advance notice is given. 
Committee meetings in Chicago also bring numbers of 
of visitors and the frequency of Conference groups choos­
ing Chicago for a place of meeting is growing. I t has 
been found a convenient place for meetings of the Gen­
eral Conference Council of Boards (1947 and 1950), the 
Board of Missions, Board of Education, Central Confer­
ence ministers, Middle D istrict committees, and many 
others. V oluntary Service groups, Young People’s Re­
treats and students have found the Seminary quarters 
a good Chicago location for summ er training and study 
periods.

Inter-M ennonite fellowship in the city has also been 
promoted by the Seminary. In the first year, through 
W arkentin’s interest, Sunday afternoon meetings were 
arranged in the Chicago Temple. Later this interest was 
continued in the Vesper services now held monthly. Last 
fall there was resurrected an earlier Fellowship of Men- 
nonite workers in the city in a meeting held at the Semi­
nary and which it is hoped m ay continue more regular­
ly. Seminary students have aided this contact by as­
sisting in Sunday school and week-day Bible classes in 
various Mennonite churches and missions as well as 
other churches. One student is, in fact, tem porarily pas­
to r of the Brighton Church of the Evangelical M ennonite 
Mennonite Brethren. Two conferences, one on city m is­
sion work and one on peace problems, have drawn in 
representatives from different M ennonite groups for dis­
cussion of m atters which we face .alike.

Witnessing to All Races and Ages
The Seminary has taken an interest in the neighbor­

hood and found here a wide field for Christian witness. 
Through the local P aren t Teachers Association and 
through a com m unity survey in which certain members 
of the Seminary staff and students participated we be­

came much more clearly aware of conditions. The main 
constituent elements of the com munity might be de­
scribed as Catholic and Jewish with a considerable Jap ­
anese population and a growing Negro representation. 
Two Pro testan t churches are located in the immediate 
vicinity bu t their members compose only a small m in­
ority of the population.

One of the greatest challenges of the community is 
its children. P lay  groups were organized in the summer 
of 1950 and the Seminary lawn made available for super­
vised play at certain hours. This has been continued and 
expanded into an organized program with the help of 
V oluntary Service workers. A summ er vacation Bible 
school was first held in 1948 and continued with increas­
ing numbers. Boys’ clubs and girls’ Bible study groups 
have been carried on and supplemented this year with 
week-day released time Bible classes. The adults of the 
community have been more difficult to reach bu t par­
ents of children have responded to invitations to chil­
dren’s programs and occasional visitors have been a t­
tracted by church services and special occasions. This 
program is open to  definite expansion, depending only 
on tim e and workers available, and offers a challenging 
opportunity for evangelistic work.

Related to the Seminary bu t distinct from it organic­
ally are several Mennonite organizations tha t might be 
mentioned in passing. The Congo Inland Mission Board, 
an inter-M ennonite board, has m aintained headquarters 
in Chicago for 23 years. In 1949 under C. E. Rediger as 
executive secretary the CIM moved into quarters pro­
vided by the Seminary. The resulting association with 
this Mennonite organization has given the Seminary a 
more definite understanding and consciousness of the 
growing work of this aggressive mission. Separate also 
from the Seminary bu t located directly across the street 
from it is the M ennonite mission center recently insti­
tuted by the General Conference. As the service of this 
center develops it should provide an excellent source of 
m issionary interest, inform ation, and fellowship. A third 
organization more closely related to the Seminary than 
the two ju st mentioned bu t still distinct from it is the 
Woodlawn M ennonite Church. The membership of this 
congregation is based prim arily on Seminary staff and 
students who hold regular and associate membership.

In recounting the various aspects of the Seminary 
work and its development it m ay seem th a t much is 
done which is not strictly in the line of ministerial edu­
cation. This is true in a way. On the other hand, the 
Seminary has attem pted to keep before itself its prim ary 
function as an institution for the preparation of work­
ers for the cause of Christ through the Mennonite church. 
Secondary things are encouraged as they m inister to  this 
over-all purpose. G raduates who have spent three years 
and now serve in rural parishes, or the foreign mission 
field, or in struggling home mission enterprises agree in 
counting the years spent in Chicago as a tim e of deepen­
ing understanding of God’s W ord and world and growing 
fellowship and devotion to His Spirit.
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WILHELM G. GOETERS
FIFTY YEARS OF RESEARCH

BY CORNELIUS KRAHN

JT W as in 1931. I had come to Bonn hoping some­
how to sta rt my study a t the university of tha t city. 
I had no money and no certificate th a t would en­

title me to  do graduate work. All I possessed was am bi­
tion to  continue m y study and the address of a professor 
of the university. W hen I rang the doorbell I was pre­
sented to the professor who received me m ost cordially 
and asked me to tell my life story and m y aspirations 
for the future. From  th a t time on during the entire school 
year I was a dinner guest (which m eant much to some 
students in those days) once each week a t the home of 
this professor and stayed for an inform al discussion on 
some subject of common interest. This was in the home 
of Dr. Wilhelm G. Goeters, professor of church history 
a t the University of Bonn. Mrs. Goeters, the daughter 
of the well-known evangelist, E lias Schrenk, not only 
prepared excellent meals bu t was a wonderful m other of 
five children and had an ideal home of which I began to 
be a part. In the home and in the classroom of Professor 
Goeters I found very sym pathetic understanding of my 
interests and some of the first and m ost lasting and 
decisive stim ulations by an authority  in the field. W ith­
out his encouragement to continue my graduate work 
in spite of seemingly unsurm ountable obstacles my life 
might have taken an altogether different course.

This is an introduction to  a few words of recognition 
and appreciation to be expressed in connection with the 
seventy-fifth birthday of Professor Goeters, and the fift­
ieth anniversary of his research activities which he ob­
served in the quietness of his family circle in W ickrath­
berg, near Rheydt on the Lower Rhine on January  9, 
1953. Here the Goeters’ have lived since 1946 in the 
house established during the eighteenth century by his 
ancestors, who were Reformed refugees. In Rheydt and 
M ünchen-Gladbach Goeters received his secondary edu­
cation. He began his graduate study in 1896 studying 
a t the universities of Halle, Greifswald, Erlangen, and 
U trecht and completing it a t Bonn. He a t first attended 
lectures in philosophy, economics, and theology bu t 
gradually chose the la tter as his m ajor field of interest. 
Among his professors were Loofs, Theodor Zahn, Rein­
hold Seeberg, E. F . K arl M üller, and Aug. Lang. Goeters 
says th a t a t Halle he was led to  experience width, a t E r­
langen depth, and at U trecht independence in study. He 
passed his theological examinations in 1900 and 1902 
after which he attended a special m inisterial seminary 
and became the “Inspektor” of the Reformed Studenten­

konvik t a t H alle where he had opportunity to continue 
his research, write, and lecture. He published numerous 
articles in German and Dutch learned periodicals.

Goeters devoted his research particularly to  the study 
of the evangelical faith  in The N etherlands from 1520- 
1672. The first part of his m anuscript produced on this 
subject was accepted as his dissertation by the theologi­
cal departm ent of the University of Halle and the second 
part as a prerequisite study to  becoming a lecturer a t 
the university in 1909. This study was published under- 
the title Die Vorbereitung des Pietismus in der Refor­
mierten Kirche der Niederlande . . . (Leipzig, 1911). In 
1913 Goeters was the recipient of an honorary degree of 
Th.D. from the University of U trecht and a call to be­
come professor of church history a t the University of 
Bonn. In Bonn he had an unusual opportunity to con­
tinue his studies of the regional church history of the 
Rhine territory and particularly of Pietism  and related 
groups. In these fields he now was the recognized au thor­
ity. M uch research was devoted to Thom as a Kempis, 
Paracelsus, Jakob Böhme, Gichtel, M adam e de Guyon 
and G. Tersteegen. Some books were published in the 
Furche-Verlag. Through m any years of instruction Goe­
ters not only inspired his theological students and led 
them to a deeper understanding of the Gospel and the 
church of Christ b u t also guided some to do research 
in the fields mentioned above. O utstanding among these 
studies is tha t of Friedrich Nieper, who published a dis­
sertation on Die ersten Deutschen Auswanderer von Kre­
feld nach Pennäylvanien (Neukirchen, 1940). This book, 
much more inclusive than the title m ay seem to indi­
cate, contains not only the findings of the author b u t also 
very definitely much of the accum ulated m aterials and 
conclusions of Goeters himself. The book deals with the 
first Mennonites and other dissenting groups of the 
Lower Rhine who found a haven and refuge in Pennsyl­
vania during the eighteenth century. I t is a t this point 
th a t the research of Goeters becomes significant for Men- 
nonite and A nabaptist history.

Although Pietism  has influenced the M ennonites of 
all countries very strongly and Goeters is one of the best 
experts in this field there are areas th a t bring him even 
closer to A nabaptist research. As a specialist of church
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history of The Netherlands and the Lower Rhine region 
he also completely m asters the sources of A nabaptist 
history of this area. The Lower Rhine particularly was 
a hotbed of early Anabaptism (Bonn, Cologne, Aachen, 
etc.). Later, Krefeld became a refuge of the persecuted 
surviving Mennonites. There is no phase and no detail 
of the total history of this group and area unknown 
to Goeters. One is always amazed to find him a man 
of alm ost limitless memory. Because of his unique know­
ledge of A nabaptist sources and history he received the 
assignment to prepare and edit the Täuferakten  (Ana­
baptist source m aterials) of the Rhine region. At a Men- 
nonite scholars’ meeting in connection with the F ifth 
Mennonite W orld Conference a t Basel in 1952 Goeters 
gave a report on his work. U nfortunately circumstances 
have prevented him from completing this task. Goeters 
has preached in Mennonite churches, has had personal 
contacts with such historians as Samuel Cramer, C. Loos- 
jes, Anna Brons, Christian Neff, Christian Hege, and 
m any others.

The Goeters’ library located a t his home in W ick­
rathberg is a unique treasure gathered over decades. It 
contains early books pertaining to the Reformed Church, 
particularly of the Rhine region and The Netherlands. 
The collection on Pietism, especially on Tersteegen and

Böhme, is rare in its completeness. The books and 
pamphlets dealing with the Anabaptists and related 
groups are extensive and valuable. Fortunately a son, 
Gerhard Goeters, who is a t this tim e working on his 
dissertation on Ludwig Haetzer, an early A nabaptist 
leader, promises to  continue in the footsteps of his father. 
In the spirit and under the guidance of his father, aided 
by the large and unique library, he will be able to ful­
fill many a dream of his father by whose research and 
inspiration he is benefiting now and will continue to do 
so in the days to come.

We as Mennonites extend our special greetings and 
best wishes a t the seventy-fifth birthday to a sincere 
Christian and great scholar who has served his Reformed 
Church well and who has found time and sympathetic 
understanding for a group of Christians formerly not 
recognized as such and has inspired research in the field 
of A nabaptist history. As Professor Goeters looks back 
over fifty years of research we are aware th a t among the 
non-M ennonite historians who have studied and written 
on A nabaptist-M ennonite history he will become more 
and more appreciated as a warm friend, objective scho­
lar, and an inspiring expert in the field. M ennonite Life  
congratulates him a t this occasion and wishes Dr. and 
Mrs. Goeters God’s richest blessings for the days to come.

Mennonite Research in ^Progress
By MELVIN GINGERICH A N D  CORNELIUS KRAHN

In our report on the progress made in A nabaptist 
and Mennonite research we would like to  call attention 
to  previous reports in the April issue which started  in 
1947 as well as to the “M ennonite Bibliography’’ ap ­
pearing in this issue. Projects underway a year ago and 
mentioned in our last report are as a rule not repeated 
in this issue.

One of the great events of the year 1952 was the 
Mennonite W orld Conference convening in the month 
of August in Zürich. M any papers were presented at 
this occasion, all of which had some bearing on the 
Mennonites the world over although not all were scho­
larly presentations. All papers are to  be published in 
the German language. No English edition is contem­
plated. M ennonite L ife  will devote a considerable part 
of the July  issue to  reporting about the Conference and 
evaluating the results of the same.

Again the Mennonite historical libraries have re­
ceived numerous inquiries regarding research projects 
and books on various subjects pertaining to  the M en­
nonites. M any of these letters come from graduate s tu ­
dents a t large universities from coast to  coast. Others 
come in personally asking for information.

Bethel College and Goshen College started the spon­
sorship of lectures to create and deepen the interest in 
Mennonite research and the application of Mennonite 
principles. The first presentation of the Conrad Gre- 
bel Lectures of Goshen College were made by Paul 
Mininger a t Goshen, Indiana, Hesston, Kansas, and 
other places on the subject “Foundations of Christian 
Education.” The well-known authority  on the Reform a­
tion and Anabaptists, Roland H. Bainton, of the Yale 
D ivinity School, opened the Menno Simons Lectureship 
of Bethel College by presenting a series of lectures on 
“Sixteenth Century A nabaptism .” The Menno Simons 
Lectureship was established through an endowment of 
which the interest is to be used to make these lectures 
and the publication of the same possible. Similar a t­
tempts to promote research and principles along these 
lines, although on a sm aller scale, are the Julius and 
Olga Stuclcy Mennonite Contributions Contest and the 
J. A. Schowalter Peace Oration Contest open to  s tu ­
dents of Bethel College.

The Mennonite Research Foundation of Goshen, 
Indiana, has continued its work in various areas and 
given an annual report for the year 1951-52. Among
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other projects undertaken is the one dealing with the 
“Use of Audio-Visual Aids” among the (Old) Men- 
nonites. P aul W. W ohlgemuth, professor of music at 
Tabor College, Hillsboro, Kansas, is now working on 
a higher degree a t the University of Southern California, 
making a study in the field of M ennonite music, and 
Anne Wiebe of Ontario, Canada, is now writing a thesis 
a t Columbia University, New York, which is dealing 
with Conrad Grebel. J. G. Rempel, Rosthern, Saskatche­
wan, is preparing a biography of D avid Toews and J. W. 
Fretz is preparing his lectures on “The Church in Com­
m unity Life” for the E. B. Hoff M emorial Lectures 
to  be delivered a t the Bethany Biblical Seminary, Chi­
cago, 1953. G ustav Gaeddert is completing the research 
on the contributions of Cornelius Jansen started by 
G ustav E. Reimer, a project sponsored by the descen­
dants of Cornelius Jansen and Bethel College. D. P aul 
M iller is completing his dissertation on the Jansen com­
m unity in Nebraska (University of N ebraska). Glenn 
D. Everett, Washington, D. C., is writing a book on 
the Amish to  be entitled God's Plain People, and Shel­
don M adeira, Philadelphia, is making a study of 
“Amish Education in Pennsylvania.” Robert Kreider

has completed his study of the early Swiss Anabaptists 
and the state. P aul Peachey is writing a dissertation 
on the early Anabaptists of Switzerland and Irvin B. 
H orst on the early Anabaptists of England.

D. C. Wedel completed his dissertation on “The Con­
tributions of C. H. Wedel to the M ennonite Church 
through Education" (Iliff School of Theology, Denver), 
and Charles B urkhart wrote a thesis on “The Music 
of the Old Order Amish and the Old Colony Mennon- 
ites: A Contemporary Monodie Practice” (Colorado 
College). Helen B. Shipley, University of Kansas City, 
is working on a thesis on The Mennonites of Kansas 
(University of M innesota). E rnst Behrends, Germany, 
has written a novel on Menno Simons which promises 
to be an outstanding contribution in this field. He has 
done some painstaking research in preparation for w rit­
ing. Ernst Crous has released a report of the M ennoni- 
tische Forschungsstelle, Göttingen, for the years 1947- 
52, in which he gives a survey of the research activity 
of the German Mennonites during this period. It in­
cludes such activities as the publication of M ennoniti- 
sches Lexikon, the Täuferakten  and a series of the 
Geschichtsverein.

Mennonite JJibliogm 1952
By MELVIN GINGERICH A N D  CORNELIUS KRAHN

The M ennonite Bibliography is published annually in 
the April issue of M ennonite Life. It contains a list of 
books, pamphlets, and articles that deal w ith Mennonite 
life and principles.

The magazine articles are restricted to non-M ennonite 
publications since complete files of M ennonite periodi­
cals, yearbooks, and conference reports are available at 
the historical libraries of Bethel College, N orth  Newton, 
K ansas; Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana; B luffton Col­
lege, Bluffton, Ohio; and the M ennonite Biblical Semi­
nary, Chicago, Illinois.

Previous bibliographies published in M ennonite Life  
appeared annually in the April issues since 1947. Authors 
and publishers of books, pam phlets and magazines which 
should be included in our annual list are invited to send 
copies to  M ennonite L ite  for listing and possible review.

BOOKS— 1951 
Anniversary Booklet, First M ennonite Church, Beatrice, 

Nebraska, 1876-1951. 24 pp. (Illustrated).
A u  Service du Maitre. P arm i les Enfants avec le M en­

nonite Central Committee. M ontbeliard, 1951. 
Bcckerath, Gerhard von, Die wirtschaftliche Bedeutung  

der Krefelder M ennoniten und ihrer Vorfahren im  
17. und 18. Jahrhundert. Krefeld, 1951. 153 pp. 

Beiler, David, Das Wahre Christenthum. Scottdale, P a.: 
M ennonite Publishing House, 1951. 301 pp.

Bremer, H., Feestelijke Bezinning, B ussum : A. Voor- 
hoeve, 1951. 174 pp. (Popular book on doctrines). 

Bremer, H., Isaac da Costa en het Reveil. The Hague:

J. N. Voorhoeve, 1951. 32 pp. f 0.75. (Revival in 
H olland).

Brinton, Anna, Toward Undiscovered Ends. W allingford, 
P a.: Pendle Hill, 1951. 48 pp. $0.35. (Speaks of 
Mennonites in Russia).

Brinton, Howard, Friends for 300 Years. New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1952. 239 pp. $3.00.

Confession of Faith and M inister's M anual of the Church 
of God in Christ, M ennonite, The (Dortrecht Con­
fession). Hesston, Kan.: Church of God in Christ, 
Mennonite (1952). 109 pp.

Creighton, Luella, High Bright Buggy Wheels, New 
York: Dodd, M ead & Company, 1951. 342 pp. $3.00. 
(Novel on Ontario M ennonites).

Dörrer, Anton, Tiroler Volksgut auf dem Heideboden. 
E isenstadt: Landesarchiv und Landesmuseum, 1951. 
107 pp. (Illustrated). (Speaks of early H utterites).

Dyck, Peter P., Orenburg am Ural. Die Geschichte einer 
mennonitisch&n Ansiedlung in Russland, Clearbook, 
B. C.: Christian Book Store, 1951. 160 pp. (Illu stra t­
ed). $2.20. (See review).

Em m aus M ennonite Church, W hitewater, Kansas, In 
Commemoration of Seventy-five Years in America, 
1876-1951. 24 pp. (Illustrated).

Felton, R alph A., A New Gospel of the Soil. Madison, 
N. J.: Drew Theological Seminary (1951). 95 pp. 
(Illustrated). (Deals with M ennonites).

Graham , Jam es R., Strangers and Pilgrims. Scottdale, 
P a.: Herald Press, 1951. 55 pp. (M ennonite princi­
ples).
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Graybill, J. Paul, Biblical cad Practical Nonconformity. 
Lancaster, Pa.: Mennonite Bible School Board of 
Lancaster Conference, 1951. 47 pp.

Jenny, Beatrice, Das Schleitheimer Täuierkekenntnis 
1527. Thayngen: K arl Augustin, 1951. 81 pp. Fr. 2.60.

Koehler, W alther, Dogmengeschichte. Zürich: M ax Nie- 
hans Verlag, 1951. 523 pp. Fr. 29.00. (Includes Ana­
baptist teachings).

M elanchthon. Werke. Vol. I. Edited by Robert Stup- 
perich. Gütersloh: C. Bertelsm ann Verlag, 1951. 448 
.pp. (Contains writings dealing with the A nabaptists).

Rogge, J-. Wet Handelshuis vca Eeghen. Amsterdam: 
Van Eeghen & Co., (1949). 416 pp. (Illustrated).

Schreiber, Ilse, Canada, W elt des Weizens, M ünchen: 
Wilhelm Andermann Verlag, 1951. 334 pp.

Schröck, M artha A. (com p.), The Tobias Schröck Fam ­
ily Record, 1823 1950. Decatur, Ind. (1951) 83 pp.

Tschetter, Lorenz R., Die Leiden und die Standhaftigkeit 
der Frommen und Märtyrer. (McLeon, Alta., Can.)
1951. 29 pp. (H utterites).

W aldner, Marie, For H alf a Century, the Story of Free­
man Junior College, 1900-1950. (Freem an, S. D.) 
Freeman Junior College, 1951. 103 pp. (Illustrated).

Wellcome, I. C. Should Christians Fight? Scottdale, P a.: 
Mennonite Publishing House, 1951. 53 pp. $0.25.

BOOKS— 1952

Amstutz, H. Clair, Becoming Parents. Scottdale, P a.: 
Herald Press, 1952. 87 pp.

Amstutz, H. Clair, So You're Going to be Married. Scott­
dale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1952. 82 pp. (See review).

Anhcag zum  Gesangbuch, Newton, Ks.: Mennonite P ub ­
lication Office, 1952. (57 pp.)

Bainton, Roland H., The Reformation of the Sixteenth  
Century. Boston, Beacon Press, 1952. 276 pp. (Illu ­
strated). $3.75. (H as a chapter on A nabaptists).

Berne Today, Centennial, 1852-1952. Berne, Indiana
Bertsche, J., Congo W ayside Glimpses. Chicago: Congo 

Inland Mission, 1952. 64 pp.
Bremer, H., De basis van ons weerloos Christendom. 

Doopsgezinde Vredesgroep (1952). 8 pp.
Christian H ym nal, The. Hesston, K ansas: Church of God 

in Christ, Mennonite, 1952. 662 pp.
Cosco, Ethel Reeser, Christian Reeser, The Story of a 

Centenarian. Tigard, Oregon: The Author, 1952. 102 
pp. $4.00.

Detweiler, W illiam G., The Christian Home. Orrville, 
Ohio: The Calvary Hour (1952). 76 ,pp.

Dyck, Arnold, Or?se Lied. Steinbach, M anitoba: The 
Author, 1952. 62 pp. $1.00.

Ecke, Karl, Kaspar Schwenckfeld. G ütersloh: C. Bertels­
m ann Verlag; 1952. 120 pp. DM  7.80.

Een Eeuw Doopsgezinde Gemeente. Arnheim, 1952. 52
pp.

Epp, D avid H., Heinrich Heese; Regehr, N ikolai, Johann 
Philipp Wiebe. Steinbach, M anitoba: Echo-Verlag,
1952. 50 pp. (Illustrated). $0.90.

Erb, Alta Mae, Christian F am ily Living. Scottdale, P a.: 
Herald Press, 1952. 32 pp. (L ist of books).

Ewert, Benjamin, Ewert-Stamrhbaum. Winnipeg, M an.: 
The Author (1952). 39 pp.

Farner, Oskar, Zwingli the Reformer, H is L ife and Work. 
New York: Philosophical Library, 1952. 135 pp. 
(Illustrated). $2.75. (See review).

Fast, Karl, “Gebt der W ahrheit die Ehre!“ N orth  Kil- 
donan, M an.: The Author, 1952. 179 pp.

Fernald, Helen Clark, Plow the Dew Under. New York: 
Longmans, Green and Co., 1952. 301 pp. $3.00.

F ifth  M ennonite W orld Conference, August 10-15, 1952,

A. J. Metzler, Editor. Scottdale, P a.: H erald Press, 
1952. 31 pp. (Illustrated). $0.20.

Fosdick, H arry  Emerson, Great Voices of the Reform a­
tion. New York: Random  House (1952). 546 pp. 

Franck, Ira Stoner, A Jaunt Into the Dutch Country 
W ith Ira Stoner Franck. (Dover Del.), 1952. 2 vols. 
(Illustrated). P art I. Accent on the Amish. P a rt II. 
Accent on the Mennonites.

Friesen, Abram Johann, G ott grüsse dich! G rünthal, 
M an.: The Author, 1952. 67 pp.

Fuz, J. K. Welfare Economics in Some English Utopias 
from Francis Bacon to Adam  Sm ith. The Hague: 
M Nijhoff, 1952. 113 pp. (Includes Plockhoy). 

Gedenkbüchlein des Dankfestes der Neueingewänderten 
Mermoniten in Ontario am 2-3 Juni, 1951, Isaak 
Loewen and J. A. Neufeld, Editors, Virgil, Ontario: 
J. A. Neufeld, 1952. 131 pp. (See review).

Glass, Esther Eby, W hen Y ou  Date. Scottdale, P a.: 
Herald Press, 1952. 32 pp.

Golterman, W. F., Waarom Zending? Am sterdam : Doops­
gezinde Vereniging to t Evangelieverbreiding, 1952. 20
pp.

Graybill, Jacob Paul, Ira D. Landis, and J. P. Sauder, 
Noah H. M ack: His L ife  and Times, 1861-1948. 
Lancaster Mennonite Conference, 1952. 177 pp. 

Harder, Leland and M arvin, Plockhoy from Zurik-zee. 
Newton, Ks.: Board of Education and Publication, 
1952. 255 pp. (Illustrations). $4.00. (See review in 
January  issue).

Harder, Leland, Seventy-third and Laflin, the Story of 
a C ity M ission of the General Conference M ennonite 
Church. Chicago: The F irst M ennonite Church, 1952. 
19 pp. (Illustrated).

Hark, Ann, Blue Hills and Shoofly Pie. Philadelphia: J.
B. L ippincott Company, 1952. 284 pp. (Illustrated). 
$3.75.

Heller, Edna Eby, A Pinch of This and a H andful of 
That. Lancaster, P a.: Pennsylvania D utch Folklore 
Center, Inc., 1952. Vol. I, 31 pp; Vol. II, 27 pp. 

Hertzler, Silas, The Hertzler-Hartzler F am ily History.
Goshen, Indiana, 1952. 773 pp. (Illustrated). $5.25. 

Hildebrand, J. J., M ennonitensiedlungen in Sibirien, 
Winnipeg, M an.: Author, 1952. 96 pp. $1— (See 
review).

Hinrichs, Carl, Luther and M üntzer, ihre Auseinander­
setzung über Obrigkeit und Widerstandsrecht. Berlin: 
W. De G ruyter & Co., 1952. 187 pp.

H istory o f the Henderson M ennonite Brethren Church, 
1952. Commemoration Seven ty-fifth  Anniversary. 
Henderson, Nebraska, 1952. 19 pp. (Illustrated). 

Hirzel, Stephan, Heimliche Kirche. H am burg: Friedrich 
W ittig Verlag (1952). 344 pp. DM  10.80. (Story of 
M ennonites).

Holsinger, Justus G., Serving Rural Puerto Rico, a H is­
tory o f Eight Years of Service Ay the M ennonite 
Church. Scottdale, P a.: Mennonite Publishing House, 
1952. 231 pp. (Illustrated). $2.75. (See review Jan. 
issue).

Hostetler, J. A., Amish Life. Scottdale, P a.: Herald Press, 
1952. 32 pp. (Illustrated). (See review). 

Jubiläum -A lbum  der Konference der Mermoniten in 
Canada, 1902-1952. John G. Rempel, Ed. 73 pp. 
(Illustrated). (See review).

Kaufman, Christm as Carol, Life with Life. Scottdale, 
P a.: H erald Press, 1952. (See review Jan. issue). 

Klassen, Peter J., Verlorene Söhne. (Yarrow, B. C.: 
Author, 1952. 110 pp.). (Deals with nonresistance). 

Koehn, Mr. and Mrs. Henry B., A Compilation of the 
Genealogical and Biographical Record of the Des­
cendants o f Henry J. Buller, 1847-1938 and Rela-
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tion Circle. Montezuma, K ansas: Author (1952). 
32 pp.

Krabill, Russell, and Cleo A. Mann, W hat A bout Tele­
vision? Scottdale, P a .: Herald Press, 1952, 20 pp.

Krieg ist gegen Gottes Willen, Der, Erklärungen der H is­
torischen Friedenskirchen und des Internationalen 
Versöhnungsbundes. 1952. 34 pp. (Mennonites,
(Friends, Brethren).

Kuiper, Frits, W ij en ons Erldeel. Amsterdc^m: Verenig- 
de Doopsgezinde Gemeente, 1952. 24 pp. (Deals with 
Amsterdam Menn. Church).

Lind, M illard, Answer to War. Scottdale, P a.: Mennonite 
Publishing House, 1952. 143 pp. (Illustrated). $1.75.

Lind, M iriam  Sieber, Such Thoughts of Thee and Other 
Poems. Scottdale, P a.: H erald Press, 1952. 81 pp.

Littell, F ranklin Hamlin, The Anabaptist View of the 
Church. American Society of Church History, 1952. 
148 pp. (See review Jan. issue).

Glaubensbekenntnis der Vereinigten Christlichen Tauf ge­
sinnten M ennonite-Brüdergemeinde von Nord-Am er­
ika. D ritte Auflage. Hillsboro, K an.: M ennonite 
Brethren Publishing House, 1952. 50 .pp.

M aurer, Wilhelm, “Luther und die Schwärmer,” Schrif­
ten des Theologischen Konvents Augsburgischen Be­
kenntnisses, 1952. pp. 7-37.

M ennoniten von Land zu Land. Eine dramatische Dar­
stellung der Wanderungen der M ennoniten. Abbots­
ford, B. C.: Mennonitischen Erziehungsinstituts, 
1952. 35 pp.

Mens, Jan, De witte Vrouw. Am sterdam : N. V. Uitgevers- 
M aatschappij “Kosmos,” 1952. 310 pp.

M issionary Album. Hillsboro, Kan.: M. B. B oard of M is­
sions, 1952. 126 pp. (Illustrated). (M issionaries of 
M ennonite Brethren Conference).

M umaw, John R., Living H appily Married. Scottdale, 
P a.: Herald Press, 1952. 30 pp. (See review).

M uralt, Leonhard von and W alter Schmid, Quellen zur 
Geschichte der Täufer in der Schweiz. Zürich: S. 
Hirzel Verlag, 1952. 428 pp. Fr. 37. —.

Nederlandse Bijbels en hun Uitgevers, 1477-1952. Am­
sterdam : Proost en B randt N. V. (1952). (54 pp.) 
(Illustrated). (Includes “M ennonite” editions).

Peters, Gerhard Wilhelm, The Growth of Foreign M is­
sions in the M ennonite Brethren Church. Hillsboro, 
Ks.: The Board of Foreign Missions, 1952. 327 pp. 
(Illustrated). $2.75.

Schaefer, P . J., Woher? Wohin? M ennoniten! 1. Teil. 
Zweite Auflage. Neubearbeitet. Altona, M an.: Men- 
nonitischer Historischer Verein (1952). 80 pp. (Illu ­
strated).

Schröck, E lva M ay, et al., A Program Guide for M is­
sionary Societies. (Newton, K s.:) L iterature Com­
mittee of the General Conference M ennonite Church 
(1952). 41 pp. (See review Jan. issue).

Shelly, P au l Rickert, Religious Education and M ennon­
ite P iety Among the M ennonites of South-Eastern  
Pennsylvania: 1870-1943. Newton, Ks.: Mennonite 
Publication Office (1952). 193 pp.

Sibley, M ulford Q., and Philip  E. Jacob, Conscription of 
Conscience. Ithaca, N. Y.: Cornell University Press, 
1952. 580 .pp. $6.50. (See review Jan. issue).

Society for the H istory of the Germans in  M aryland, 
Twenty-eighth Report. Baltimore, M aryland, 1953. 
94 pp. (Bibliographical inform ation).

Stem m en uit de doopsgezinde broederschap, edited by a 
num ber of D utch Mennonite ministers since Jan., 
1952, appears five times a year (28 pp.) and deals 
with theological and practical questions pertaining 
to  the religious life of European Christendom in­
cluding the Mennonites. N. van der Zijpp wrote 
“Doopsgezinde periodieken in N ederland” (Jan.,

1952); H. Bremer and W. F. Golterm an dealt with 
the question of non-resistance (Sept., 1952); H. W. 
Meihuizen reviewed the twenty-five years of the 
Mennonite ministers organization in Holland (Nov. 
1952).

Stucky, The Joshua P., Fam ily Record, 1855-1952. (7. 
PP-)

Theologische Zeitschrift, 8 Jahrg., H eft 4, Juli-August, 
1952. Basel: Verlag Friedrich Reinhardt. 78 pp. 
(This issue of the Theologische Zeitschrift, published 
by the D epartm ent of Theology, University of Basel, 
was devoted entirely to the early Swiss Anabaptists. 

Toews, Helene, Glückliche, sonnige Schulzeit. Virgil, On­
tario: Author (1952). I l l  pp. (Illustrated). $2.00. 

Toews, M ary Wiens. The True to L ife Story of the Wiens 
Fam ily of the M ennonite Bible M ission, now Grace 
M ennonite Church, of Chicago. (Inman, Kans., 
1952.) 20 pp. (Illustrated).

Unruh, John D., In the N am e of Christ. Scottdale, P a.: 
Herald Press, 1952. 404 pp. (Illustrated). $3.75. 
(MCC, see review Jan., 1953).

Voorhoeve—Ten Bruggencate, H. C., Een N ieuw Verbond. 
Lekenspel bij de inwijding van die nieuwe kerk der 
Doopsgezinde Gemeente te Rotterdam . Bussum : A. 
Voorhoeve (1952). 31 pp. (Illustrated).

Wedel, Philip A., The W ay of Life, A Catechism W ork 
Book. N orth Newton, Ks.: Author, 1953. 130 pp. 
(Illustrated). $1.25. (See review).

Weiss, Lister O., A H istory and Genealogy of Hans 
Bauer and His Descendants. Akron, Ohio: Author,
1952. 126 pp. (Illustrated).

Wenger, John Christian, Clear Thinking About Court­
ship. Scottdale, P a.: H erald Press, 1952. 21 pp. 

Widmer, Gladys, W e Enter Puerto Rico. E lkhart, Ind.: 
Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, 1952. 
95 pp.

Wiswedel, W., Bilder und Führer gestalten aus dem  
Täufertum. Vol. III. Kassel, Germ any: J. G. Oncken 
Verlag, 1952. 231 pp. DM  8.—.

Wiebe, Herbert, Das Siedlungswerk niederländischer M en­
noniten im  Weichseltal zwischen Fordon und Weis- 
senberg bis zum  Ausgang des 18. Jahrhunderts. M ar­
burg a. d. Lahn, 1952. 108 pp. (Illustrated).

Zijpp, N. van der, Geschiedenis der Doopsgezinden in 
Nederland. Arnhem: Van Loghum Slaterus, 1952. 
263 pp. (Illustrated), f. 10.90.

ARTICLES
“Asi H allaron Los M enonitas su Tierra de P rom ision . . . ,  

Y ,” Hoy, Sept. 30, 1950, ,pp. 92-97. (Illustrated). 
“Berne Com munity Founded 100 Years Ago by 82 Im ­

migrants From  Switzerland,” The Berne W itness 
Centennial Supplement, August 15, 1952. (Twenty 
pages of articles on Berne Swiss M ennonite com­
m unity.)

DeWind, Henry A., “ ‘A nabaptism ’ in Italy ,” Church 
History, March, 1952, pp. 20-38.

Francis, E. K., “M inority Groups—A Revision of Con­
cepts,” British Journal of Sociology, Vol. II, No. 3, 
Sept., 1951, pp. 219-230.

Hansen, Robert, “Berne M arks 100 Years,” The News- 
Sentinel, F t. Wayne, Indiana, August 9, 1952. (One 
page of pictures in Roto Section.)

H irt, Jean, “Berner in Amerika,” Alpenhorn Kalender,
1953, pp. 74-81. (Illustrated).

Hostetler, John A., “The Amish in American Culture,” 
American Heritage, Summer, 1952, pp. 4-8. (Illu ­
strated article on Old Order Amish.)

Hull, W illiam I., “Quakerism in Danzig,” The Bulletin  
of Friends Historical Association, Vol. 41, No. 2, 
Autumn, 1952, pp. 81-92.
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M uralt, Leonhard von, “Die Täuferbewegung in Zolli­
kon,” Zolliker Bote, Dec., 16 and 19, 1952.

Neufcld, Waldemar, interviewed by Jane Cassidy, Am er­
ican Artist, Jan. 1952, pp. 48-49, 55-56. (Illustrated).

Reimer, K. J. B., “Historical Sketches of Steinbach,” 
Carillon News, Steinbach, M anitoba, Jan. 4 to  May, 
1952. (Weekly historical articles on Steinbach com­
munity.)

Schmidt, M artin, “Luther und die Täufer im G esam t­
verständnis der christlichen Botschaft,” Die Zeichen 
der Zeit, 1951, H eft 3, pp. 81-97.

Schreiber, Flora Rheta, “The World of the Unworldly,” 
American Mercury, June, 1952, pp. 47-55. (Article 
on the Old Order Amish.)

Thompson, Dorothy, “Queer People,” Ladies' Home 
Journal, Jan., 1952.

Wiens, Gerhard, “An Island in the Russian Sea: A Clash 
of Cultures,” The Oklahoma Quarterly, April, 1952, 
pp. 26, 35. (M ennonites in R ussia).

Widmoser, Eduard, “Das Tiroler Täufertum ” (I. Teil), 
Tiroler Heimc>t, Bd. XV, 1951, Tyrolia-Verlag, Inns­
bruck-W ien.

A SPANISH 
PUBLICATION!

by f o r d  b e r g

A  LITTLE known fact to  Mennonites in N orth 
America is th a t there is a M ennonite voice in 
the Spanish language. E l Heraldo Evangelico, 

a monthly paper, has been published in the States since 
1941. Lester T. Hershey, then a pastor of a Mexican m is­
sion in Chicago, saw the need and began the paper him ­
self.

Hershey, burdened with the need, for he had no M en­
nonite literature to offer his mission folk, invested heavi­
ly of his time and energies in preparing and editing the 
paper. He did much of the work himself, including the 
setting of the type, thus saving considerable on the ex­
pense. He and his associates solicited funds from his 
friends and churches to pay for the printing and mailing.

The work of the paper continued to grow and took 
on proportions involving more than one individual could 
take care of adequately. Accordingly, in 1946, the M en­
nonite Board of M issions and Charities of E lkhart, under 
which Hershey was serving, and the M ennonite P ublish­
ing House, took over the publication interests. Hershey 
continued as editor and circulation manager.

The copies of E l Heraldo Evangelico distributed dur­
ing the early years of publication rose to about 1,800. 
E arly  in 1949, the circulation was increased to around 
3,000, which is the approxim ate circulation a t present. 
B y this tim e Hershey had gone to  Puerto Rico as a m is­
sionary, and was editing the paper from his mission 
outpost.

In  April, 1950, Lewis S. Weber, returned m issionary 
from Argentina, began work a t the M ennonite Publish­
ing House in writing and editing Spanish publications. 
He then became co-editor with Hershey. He also handles

local details, such as checking for errors, giving final 
approval, and other work necessary in publishing.

The two editors have a unique, combined qualifica­
tion to edit a Spanish paper. Hershey was reared in Ar­
gentina, where his parents were missionaries. He worked 
for a number of years among the Spanish-speaking Mexi­
cans, and now is working among the Puerto  Ricans. All 
of these people, although speaking the same Spanish 
language, do have variations which are of importance. 
W eber’s proficiency in the Spanish spoken in Argentina 
adds the final touch to an effort to make a versatile 
Spanish-language publication.

El Heraldo Evangelico (The Evangelical H erald) is a t 
present a twelve-page monthly, set up  in two colors. In 
layout and design it is one of the m ost modern and a t­
tractive papers which the Mennonite Publishing House 
produces. The contents vary as do other Christian peri­
odicals, w ith an emphasis on evangelical faith. I t does 
not fight Catholicism, which controls the m ajority  of 
Spanish-speaking people, and sim ply speaks in a for­
ward, positive vein. Included are articles on nonresis­
tance occasionally, and of course the principle is given 
a consistent place in regular M ennonite teaching which 
accepts the message of love as a part of the Gospel. 
A section for youth is edited by M arie A. Yoder, m is­
sionary in Puerto Rico.

The M ennonites of Pennsylvania have distributed 
m any copies to Puerto Rican m igrant laborers. M any 
could be used in other areas.

E l Heraldo Evangelico has not been a self-supporting 
publication. M ost Spanish-speaking people are generally 
of the low-income groups. This has made it necessary 
to subsidize the paper, which is still done heavily. M ost 
of the copies are sent free, and any  person or group 
which shows need is provided with copies sufficient for 
its work. The subscription price is $1.25 per year. Any­
one interested should write for a free sample copy.

El Heraldo, in its own way as publications serve, has 
become an im portant part in the outreach program now 
initiated by all Mennonites. I t has and will continue 
to  help greatly in expanding the horizon of Mennonite 
missions, to follow the injunction to make disciples of 
all the world.
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EBOOKS IM IhR lE f
ZW INGLI

Zwingli, the Reformer, by Oskar Farncr. New York: 
The Philosophical Library, 1952. 135 pp. $2.75.

Fam er, a well-known author on Zwingli, presents 
a book meant to fill “a gap in the popular literature of 
the Reform ation.” I t is fortunate th a t the Philosophical 
Library has made this book available to  English readers.

As can be expected, the book also deals with the 
Anabaptists, particularly in the chapter “The Consum­
mation in Zurich.” Although the author belongs to the 
serious and objective group of scholars, he is not entirely 
without bias in this area as is evidenced by his conclud­
ing sentence in connection with Zwingli’s attitude toward 
the Anabaptists: “The future proved him to be right: 
w ithout the strict State Church Order, the Reformation 
everywhere would have been in danger of being lost in 
either fanaticism or legality.”

—C. K.
AMISH L IFE

Am ish Life, by John A. Hostetler, Scottdale, Pennsyl­
vania: H'-rald Press, 1952. 32 pp. (Illustrated), $0.50.

Here is a thirty-tw o page booklet about the Amish 
th a t one can afford from the standpoint of price and 
tim e to read. It is beautifully illustrated with photo­
graphs and woodcuts, and the essential facts about Amish 
history, customs and belief are authoritatively told. The 
au thor is John A. Hostetler, who himself was raised in 
an Amish family.

Too long has the general public depended upon un ­
reliable books, pamphlets, and articles about the Amish. 
These were often written merely to sell w ithout regard 
to accuracy or reliability. In this little pam phlet the read­
er will find answers to common notions about the Amish 
and will henceforth be able to sift fact from fiction. It 
is a popularly written account, and to date, by far the 
best of its kind.

—J. W. F.
FR EEM A N  COLLEGE

For H alf a Century, by M arie W aldner, Freeman, 
S. D.: Freem an Junior College, 1951. 103 pp.

The 103 pages of this book tell the story of the origin 
and development of Freeman Junior College. I t is a story 
th a t stirs a reader to joy and tears—m ostly tears. The 
school appears to have experienced m any unnecessary 
difficulties. One is made aware th a t m any loyal, tireless 
souls have labored to achieve the objectives upon which 
the school was founded.

The story, like good stories do, leads the reader 
through the “trials and tribulations” bu t it does not end 
there. The final pages point to  the m any successful lives 
th a t are making invaluable contributions to the world. 
Miss W aldner has done an excellent job, in this brief 
history, of convincing me th a t the rewards far outweigh 
the cost. I bu t wish th a t the courageous founders and 
the pioneer teachers m ight read it too.
Bethel College —M. S. H arder

LORETTA’S SETTLEM EN T
Loretta’s Settlement, by  J. A. Boese. Freeman, S. D .: 

Bookshop, 1950. 149 pp. $2.10.
The author has spent considerable time collecting de­

tailed data pertaining to a group of Mennonites who 
settled on the Missouri River in South D akota and

formed the Loretta community, south of Avon. This 
group of Mennonites, coming from such places as H ein­
richsdorf, Karolswalde, and Michalin, Poland, is related 
to other groups th a t have come from Poland and settled 
in Gnadenberg, Gaiva, and Pawnee Rock, Kansas. The 
material pertaining to the religious, cultural and eco­
nomic aspects of this group is a valuable source of in­
formation, particularly since so little is known and has 
appeared in print about the Mennonites coming from 
Poland. The book also contains much genealogical in­
formation. One wishes the author would have organized 
the book a little better.

—C. K.
ANNIVERSARY ALBUM  

Jubiläum -A lbum  der Konference der M ennoniten in 
Canada, 1902-1952, by J. G. Rempel. Rosthern, Sask., 
1952. 78 pp. (Illustrated), $1.00.

This album presents leaders and missionaries of the 
Canadian General Conference M ennonite Church of the 
past fifty years, together with illustrations of institutions 
with brief descriptions and factual inform ation. I t was 
prepared by J. G. Rempel for the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Conference which convened in M anitoba, in June, 
1952. —C. K.

CATECHISM  W ORK BOOK 
The W ay of Life, A Catechism W orkbook, by Philip 

A. Wedel, Goessel, K ansas: The Author, 1953. 130 pp. 
(Illustrated), $1.25.

This catechism workbook represents a revised and 
enlarged edition of the author’s first book which was 
reviewed in M ennonite Life, April, 1952, p. 94. It has 
been considerably improved, has very fitting illustrations 
and appears to be worth trying as a practical workbook 
for those who are confronting the task  of conveying the 
old message to a younger generation.

—C.K.
POETRY

Such Thoughts of Thee, by M iriam  Sieber Lind. 
Scottdale, P a.: Herald Press, 1952. 96 pp. $2.00.

This is the first volume of poetry from the pen of 
M iriam  Sieber Lind and comes to  us in a beautifully 
designed and artistically bound book. The author has 
had previous verse published in the Gospel Herald and 
other publications. The poems in this volume deal with 
religious themes, m any being commentaries upon B ibli­
cal characters and the words of Jesus upon the cross. 
Mrs. Lind has real lyrical ability and is to be highly 
commended for her choice of materials, including as it 
does A nabaptist and Mennonite m aterials (They W alked 
N ot Alone, A Farm er Enters the City of G od). We need 
more such books of refreshing poetry using materials 
related to our heritage and our deepest convictions.

—J.F.S.
W H ITEW A TER COM M UNITY 

In Commemoration of Seventy-five Years in Am er­
ica. W hitewater, K an.: Em m aus M ennonite Church
(1952).

In 1951 the Mennonites of P russian background who 
had settled in B utler and Harvey County in Kansas ob­
served the seventy-fifth anniversary of their coming to 
America. The above booklet gives the messages given a t 
this time, including chapters entitled "Anniversary Mes-
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sage, “Life in the Old Country," “Trip Experiences," 
“H istory of Church,” and “Look into Future.” Pictures 
of the ministers and elders who have served the Em m aus 
Mennonite Church, as well as of the three church build­
ings are also given.

—J. F. S.
M IN ISTERS MANUALS

The M inister's M anual, Newton, K ansas; Mennonite 
Publication Office, 1950. 240 pp.

Next to his Bible and his hym nary, one of the m inis­
ter’s closest companions in prin t is his m anual giving 
forms of service for various occasions. The General Con­
ference M inister's M anual of 1950 is a revision of an 
earlier one called Forms oi Service ior the Use of M inis­
ters (1908), together with some additional forms of serv­
ice which had been prepared to  supplement the earlier 
m anual some years ago. The new revised version, which 
contains considerable new m aterial as well as revisions of 
the old, was prepared and edited by a committee of which 
David C. Wedel was chairman.

The new m anual contains forms of service for m ar­
riage ceremonies, consecration of children, baptism  and 
reception of church members, communion, church dis­
cipline, ordinations, installations, dedications, and fun­
erals.

Some of the more notable new features are (1) the 
inclusion of “conditions to be m et for m inisterial ordina­
tion" (pp. 93-96) (2) the variety of consecration and in­
stallation services for Christian teachers, Church officers, 
Sunday school and Christian Endeavor workers, and (3) 
the helpful group of dedication services for such occasions 
as church cornerstone laying, dedication of a house of 
worship, dedication of a home, of hymnbooks, or a ceme­
tery.

No General Conerence m inister will want to  be w ith­
out this helpful and necessary worship tool. M inisters of 
other conferences would find this a useful supplement to 
the m anuals they m ay already have. Its publication 
marks a forward step in Mennonite worship.
Bethel College —Erland W altner

Kanselboek ten dienste van de Doopsgezinde Gemeen- 
ten in Nederland, 1948. 62 pp.

Probably no other group of Mennonites has as per­
sistently objected to the use of a m inisters’ m anual for 
worship purposes as the Dutch. M ost of the Mennonites 
of other European countries, and even in America, have 
used them for decades. This is the first such attem pt 
among the D utch Mennonites. Their m ajor objections to  
it stem from good Mennonite tradition: the objection to 
the use of liturgy and a certain individualistic reliance 
on the spirit of God as opposed to  form. The m anual 
is quite sim ilar to the English book above, making pro­
visions for all kinds of services, including tha t of crem a­
tion and the anniversary of the death of family members 
or relatives.

—C. K.
M ARRIAGE

So Y ou ’re Going To Be Married, by H. Clair Amstutz; 
Clear Thinking A bout Courtship, by John C. Wenger; 
Living H appily Married; by John R. Mumaw, Scottdale, 
Pennsylvania: Herald Press, 1952.

These three attractively printed, pocket-size pam phlets 
are a contribution to an area which has been sadly neg­
lected, i.e. literature on family relationship which is au ­
thoritative as well as religious in interpretation. Com­
mon sense and straight thinking, a fine ethical sense and 
a devotion to the precepts of Christ are all nicely blended 
in these booklets. Frequent Biblical references are used 
with discretion.

So You're Going To Be Married is the m ost am bi­
tious of the three booklets, as it is not only three times 
the length of the others bu t also carries a bibliography 
of well-chosen references for further reading. In an age 
which confuses lust and love on the radio, in literature, 
and in the theatre, Amstutz has some pointed and timely 
things to  say. An example follows:

“If, strong sexual urges lead one to  intrude himself 
on others for self-gratification, the very thing th a t God 
expected would lead him to love, leads him to lust. In ­
stead of leading him through the portals of other-cen- 
teredness, it has led him to estrange himself from the 
fellowship and respect of his kind and to frustrate G od’s 
plan for divine-hum an fellowship.” And again: “Self- 
control is the basis of moral strength and is an indication 
that one is facing reality.”
Bethel College —Eva G. Harshberger

O REN BU RG  
Orenburg am Ural by Peter P. Dyck, Clearbook, B.C.: 

Christian Book Store, 1951. 160 pp. (Illustrated), $2.30.
P. P. Dyck, a pioneer of the Orenburg settlement, 

relates the story of this daughter colony a t the gateway 
to Siberia which was established in 1894. The settlement 
was composed of landless families coming from the 
m other settlements of Chortitza and Molotschna. After 
the usual pioneer hardships it developed into a pros­
perous settlement, soon to be tested through the Revolu­
tion of 1917 and to  be destroyed by the consequences 
thereof. P . P . Dyck, an educator and minister, relates 
the total history and contribution of the settlem ent cov­
ering its economic, educational, and religious aspects.

—C. K.
R EC EN T ONTARIO IM M IGRANTS 

Gedenkbüchlein des Dankfestes der Neueingexvänder­
ten Mermoniten in Ontario am 2-3 Juni, 1951, Isaak 
Loewen and J. A. Neufeld, Editors, Virgil, Ontario: J. 
A. Neufeld, 1952. (Illustrated), 131 pp.

In June, 1951, the recent M ennonite imm igrants from 
Russia had a thanksgiving festival in Ontario a t which 
occasion inspirational and commemorative messages were 
given by men like J. J. Thiessen, B. B. Janz, H. C. R. 
Cresswell, H. W inter, J. A. Neufeld and m any others. 
The lectures, speeches, and poems presented were pub­
lished in book form by the program committee. M any 
illustrations pertaining to the old homes in Russia and 
the new ones in Canada, as well as of the horrible ex­
perience between have been added to the book. Of the 
Mennonite families th a t have found new homes in On­
tario, 129 have a head of the family while 113 are w ith­
out such a head. In addition, 123 are missing family 
members and 123 are persons without close relatives.

—C. K.
SIBERIA

Sibirien (part I) and Geschichte der Evangelischen 
Mennonitengottesgemeinde in Sibirien (p art II) by J. J. 
Hildebrand, 214 Cheriton Ave., Winnipeg, M anitoba: 
The Author, 1952. 96 pp. $1.00.

On m any settlements and m any groups of the M en­
nonites of Russia we have books and articles. The infor­
mation about the two subjects treated in this booklet 
is extremely scarce. It is therefore of significance that 
the author, who was a pioneer in Siberia and was in close 
touch with the Apostolic Brethren, has compiled and 
published this material. It should prove to be of great 
help to gain a better and more accurate understanding 
of the m any M ennonite settlements of Siberia which 
originated a t the tu rn  of the century and have probably 
survived longest under Communism.

— C. K.

96 M E N N O N I T E  L I F E



MENNONITE LIFE
An Illustrated Quarterly

Published under the auspices of Bethel College: Sam J. Goering, Chairm an; Menno Schräg, 
Vice-Chairman; Arnold E. Funk, Secretary; Chris. H. Goering, Treasurer; Gerhard Zerger and Louis 
Janzen, members of the Executive Committee.

Executive Board
D. C. Wedel E. G. Kaufman R. C. Kauffman Harry Martens H. A. Fast

Chairman Vice-Chairman Secretary Treasurer Member
Editor

Cornelius Krahn
A ssistant to the Editor

John F. Schmidt
Associate Editors

Melvin Gingerich J. G. Rempel
Robert Kreider N. van der Zijpp

S. F. Pannabecker

Advisory Council
Mrs. P . S. Goertz Andrew Shelly

M. S. H arder Erland W altner

H arold S. Bender 
J. W infield Fretz

M enna+uted th e  Övesi
Reclaiming the A uthority  of the Pulpit 

Theodore O. Wedel wrote recently an article on “The 
Lost A uthority of the P u lp it” (Theology Today, July, 
1952) in which he points out th a t the “great days for 
theology” in theological seminaries have not yet affected 
the pulpit of our day very much. These “great days for 
theology” can “become great days for preaching also,” 
Wedel states. He also states, th a t texts from the Bible 
are being used every Sunday bu t through spiritualization, 
questionable analogy, m isinterpretation, departure to the 
realm of own thought the meaning of the text is lost. 
“Surely, it is high time tha t the pulpit find strength to 
cast off its sense of inferiority and th a t it assume once 
more its rightful authority  in the Church.” This the au ­
thor expects to happen through the revival of a Biblical 
theology.

The Bible and We 
When one reads and hears the pros and cons regard­

ing the new revised standard version of the Bible one 
begins to wonder whether there could be more fighting 
and noise about the W ord of God among the Com munist 
anti-religious forces than there is among the believers. 
Do m ost of those shouting loudest know w hat it is all 
about? Or do m any of them just look for a platform  
to shout from or a subject to speak about? The Bible 
still presents sacred ground for Christians regardless of

w hat one m ay think about a certain translation and for 
th a t reason we should, like Moses, humble ourselves 
in the presence of God—take off our shoes—and wait 
quietly till He speaks. We will not be able to  hear the 
Lord if we only shout and do not listen.

M ennonites in Dispersion 
One of the greatest needs among the M ennonites to ­

day is to help the dispersed M ennonites of W est G er­
m any establish homes, find work, and to regain their 
spiritual heritage in an uprooted country. W hat the a r­
ticle “Dispersed Mennonite Y outh” describes in this is­
sue is to some extent also true regarding the older gen­
erations. M uch can now be done, bu t m uch can never 
be done if it is not done now. One of the great projects 
of the Mennonites in Germ any is the purchase of a large 
building for a Schülerheim in Kirchheimbolanden, South 
Germany, which is to be a substitute for the R ealanstalt, 
Weierhof, which was first taken from them by the N a­
tional Socialists, then by the French and recently—when 
they had hopes to  get it back—by the Americans. M en­
nonites of America should not only lend a sym pathetic 
understanding of this situation b u t feel a definite call 
to  help financially to  make this a center where young 
people are trained to become good Christians fam iliar 
with Mennonite principles. (See also articles on page 72-).
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Lamps from Kauffman Museum

N e i t h e r  d o  m e n  l i g h t  a  l a m p ,  a n d  p u t  i t  
u n d e r  a  b u s h e l ,  b u t  o n  a  s t a n d ;  . . . E v e n  s o  
l e t  y o u r  l i g h t  s h i n e  b e f o r e  m e n ,  t h a t  t h e y  
m a y  s e e  y o u r  g o o d  w o r k s ,  a n d  g l o r i f y  y o u r  
f a t h e r  w h o  i s  i n  h e a v e n .

Matthew 5:15-16
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