
i?..: S'. >it!*:

October 1952



P ublished  in the in teres t 
of th e  best

in the re lig iou s, so c ia l, an d  econ om ic  phases  
of M enn on ite  cu ltu re

To O u r Readers
W a t c h  I f o u s i  O K 4 i i / i a t i Q 4 i  j b a t e !

If your subscription expires with this issue you will find a notice 
to that effect enclosed as well as a self-addressed envelope for your con
venience in mailing’. Take advantage of our special rates of $3.50 for two 
years or $5.00 for three years. Gift subscriptions may also be entered at 
this special rate (your own and a gift subscription for $3.50). Above offer 
applies only to orders sent in directly.

ßou*t&  'Uo-lutned,

Mennonite Life  is now available in a series of three bound volumes as 
follows:

1. Volume I-III (1946-48) for $6.
2. Volume IV-V (1949-50) for $5.
3. Volume VI-VII (1951-52) for $5.

If ordered direct any two of the volumes available for $10 and all three 
for $15.

ßitidenA ., ßacJz Oddued

Specially designed binders to hold ten issues of Mennonite Life  are avail
able at $2 each. Ten or more copies of the current or any back issues of 
Mennonite Life  are offered at the special rate of 35 cents per copy.

Use self addressed return envelope for your orders.
Mennonite Life, North Nwton, Kansas

Gdver
I m r a n t l  H i r e r  a n t i  M e m o r i a l  t o  

P i o n e e r s *  W a t e r l o o .  O n t a r i o .
Photography by C. J. Rcmpel



MENNONITE LIFE
An Illustrated Quarterly

EDITOR 
Cornelius Krahn

ASSISTANT TO THE EDITOR
John F. Schmidt

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Harold S. Bender Robert Kreider
J. Winfield Fretz S. F. Pannabecker
Melvin Gingerich J. G. Rempel

N. van der Zijpp

Vol. VII October, 1952 No. 4

TABLE OF CONTENTS Page

Contributors -

Where Peace Begins -

Three Poems -

Mennonite World Conference

Adventures in Chaco Agriculture

Lunch Time on the Farm - - -

The Shafter-Wasco Community

Abraham J. Kroeker—Writer and Publisher

Going to Market— Philadelphia

Man’s Bird Friends -

Contributions of Pioneer David Goerz

Gustav Harder - - - - -

Comrade Hildebrandt -

It Happened in Montana -

The Supreme Court and the C. 0.

Plockhoy and Slavery in America 

What Shall I Preach - 

Index to Mennonite L ife , 1952

- 146

Maynard Kaufman  147 

- Harold Bidder 148 

S. F. Pannabecker 149 

- Menno Klassen 152 

Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Fanders 157 

Vernon Neufeld 158

- 165

Dorothy M. Hunsberger 166 

Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Flanders 168 

D. C. Wedel 170 

Edith Claassen Gräber 176 

Henry Janzen 180 

Rufus M. Franz 181 

Marvin Harder 185 

Leland Harder 187 

- George Florovsky 190 

....................................................191

Mennonite Life is an illustrated quarterly magazine publisned in January, April, July and October by Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas. 
Entered as second-class matter December 20, 1946, at the post office at North Newton, Kansas, under the Act of March 0, 1S79.



C o n t n i b r u t o n 4  Ln t k l&  £ I m u .£
(From left to right)

HENRY JANZEN, of Waterloo, Ontario, relates experiences dating from the Russian Revolution (p. 180).
RUFUS M. FRANZ is principal of the Colin Kelley Junior High School in Eugene. Oregon (p. 1B1).
LELAND HARDER, graduate of Mennonite Biblical Seminary, is pastor of the First Mennonite Church Chicago (p. 187). 
MENNO KLASSEN, Gretna, Manitoba, was director of the M.C.C. agricultural experiment station in the Chaco (p. 152). 
D. C. WEDEL, president of Bethel College, has completed a doctor's dissertation on C. H. Wedel (p. 170).

EDITH CLAASSEN GRÄBER, graduate of Mennonite Biblical Seminary, is now in M.C.C. service in Germany (p. 178). 
MARVIN HARDER, assistant professor, political science. University of Wichita, completed doctorate requirements (p, 185). 
DOROTHY M. HUNSBERGER of the Deep Run Mennonite Church is a reporter for the Coatsville Record, Pa. (p. 1G8). 
VERNON NEUFELD, a native of Shafter, California, now pastor of Zion Mennonite Church, Donnellson, Iowa (p. 158). 
HAROLD BULLER, graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary, now serves Bethel College Mennonite Church (p. 148).

Not Shown
MR. AND MRS. REUBEN FÄNDERS, are photographers at Schuyler, Nebraska, where Mr. Fanders teaches (157, 168). 
MAYNARD KAUFMAN, graduate of Freeman College, presents an awarded peace oration (p. 147).
S. F. PANNABECKER. president, Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Chicago, attended Mennonite World Conference, (p. 149),

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Photography pp. 149-151. S. F. Pannabecker. Photography p. 158, left, bottom, p. 159; center, right, p. 161, Kern County 

Chamber of Commerce. Shafter Press Photo, p. 159, top, and 2 bottom right p. 159, center, left 2, p. 161.

EASTERN USA
Friendly Book Store 
Qunkcrtowii, Pa.
Herald Bookstore 
Soudcrton, Pennsylvania
Weaver Book Store 
1320 G. St.
Lancaster, Pn.

CENTRAL AND WESTERN
Gospel Book Store 
Goshen, Indiann
Goshen College Boole Store 
Goshen, Indiana
Mennonite Book Concern 
Berne, Indiana

MENNONITE LIFE AGENTS
Ready

Mongoinery News Stand 
Bluffton, Ohio
Eitzen Book nnd Gift Store 
Mountain Lake, Minnesota
The Bookshop 
Freeman, South Dakota
A. P. Ratzlnff 
Henderson, Ncbr.
Mennonite Brethren Pub. House 
Hillsboro, Kansas
Crossroads Co-op 
Goessel, Kansas
Country Store 
Meade, Kansas
The Bnrgnin Book Shop 
Reetllcy, Cnlif.

to serve you
CANADIAN

Golden Rule Bookstore 
187 King St. East 
Kitchener, Ontario
Peter H. Dirks Printshop 
Virgil Ontario
G. D. Woelk 
Leamington, Ont.
The Christian Press 
157 Kelvin St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Mnry Kroekcr 
G04 Sint cor St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba

D. W. Friesen & Sons 
Altonn, Manitoba

Evnngcl Book Shop 
Stcinbnch, Manitohn
Mennonite Book Store 
Rosthcrn, Snsk.
.1. A. Friesen & Sons 
Hague, Snsk.
Christinn Book Store 
Clenr Brook R.R. I 
Abbotsford, B. C.

EUROPEAN
Mcnnonitengoincimlc 
Suedwnll 19
Krefeld, U. S. Zone, Germany
Jessie Hanncina 
Oostcrsingcl 3 
Assen, The Netherlands

Printed by The Herald Book & Printing Co., Inc., Newton, Kansas



Where Peace Begins
By MAYNARD KAUFMAN

FOR a long time man has tried to attain  peace. 
Since he thought th a t the causes for war were na
tional .problems, he tried to prevent war by sign

ing peace treaties and organizing supranational organiza
tions to police the world and prevent aggression. Or, be
lieving th a t racial, economic, or religious conflict caused 
wars, he has tried to overcome such conflict by improving 
his eduation and providing international associations de
signed to teach men the bru tality  of war. Because the 
imm ediate cause for war is often social conflict, m an 
thought he could eliminate wars and establish order by 
social reforms. B ut the result was only tem porary order, 
not real peace. These solutions to the problem of war 
have not worked because they have merely treated the 
symptoms of a deeper sickness of civilization.

N either does the solution lie in education alone, a l
though it can do much to promote conditions conducive 
to peace. We even have an ethical ideology devoted to 
the cause of peace among nations. This is pacifism, which 
takes on m any different forms. Christian pacifism will 
be considered later as nonresistance. Generally speak
ing, pacificts base their beliefs on two m ajor assum p
tions—the inherent goodness and the inevitable, evolu
tionary progress of man. They believe that social con
flict results from social sin and thus requires social re
form. This means education and other non-violent means 
of reform. B u t because of the terrible b ru tality  and de
struction of two W orld wars, we no longer have faith 
in the goodness of m an and his autom atic progress. E du
cation and pacifism do not adequately deal w ith the fact 
th a t peace begins with a spiritual basis. Our problems 
are prim arily spiritual, not social. W ar is called a social 
problem, bu t the prevention of war is a spiritual prob
lem and peace begins in the heart of man.

The traditional Mennonite position in regard to vio
lent social conflict has always been nonresistance. By 
nonresistance is m eant the refusal to resist evil by vio
lent means. Mennonites profess to  have no part in carnal 
warfare or conflict between nations, groups, or individuals. 
In regard to  peace, Mennonites believe th a t the individual 
should first find peace with God. They see m an as a 
sinful, evil being, w ith no hope of reform ation apart from 
the grace of God. W ithout the grace of God, they believe 
tha t wars are inevitable, and see no hope of m an estab
lishing peace on earth. Nonresistance, as Mennonites in
terpret it, begins with spiritual regeneration—that is, con
version. This is absolutely necessary because of the 
moral depravity of man. The idea of “original sin” is the 
th:ological explanation of m an’s natural sinfulness. It 
has been defined as “an inherited corruption” or “a m y
stical force toward evil” or simply a hum an tendency 
to  sin.

Reinhold Niebuhr says tha t the paradox of freedom 
and finiteness in hum an existence makes m an anxious. 
Anxiety, in itself, m ay not be sin, bu t it is the psycholog
ical condition preceeding sin.

Now, let us look a t the psychological implications 
of anxiety. In the first place, anxiety is not a tem porary 
condition but a basic, universal, perm anent feeling. In 
the individual this anxiety manifests itself by either fear 
or anger, or both. These emotions give the individual 
no inner peace, because fear and anger virtually  tear him 
apart. Conflict in the individual can always be traced 
back to a basic anxiety. M any psychologists agree tha t 
m ost neurotic conditions are due to anxiety. If the con
flict caused by anxiety would remain within the individ
ual, it wouldn’t be too serious, but it doesn’t. Fear, anger, 
hostility, and other symptoms of anxiety are usually 
directed a t other people. Thus we see that the con
sequences of anxiety cause social conflict. There can 
be no peace as long as feelings of fear, anger, hostility, 
aggression, or insecurity are in the heart of man. They 
cause man to be aggressive or compel him to build 
defense mechanisms—actual or symbolical. On a national 
scale the consequences of anxiety can cause war.

N onresistant Mennonites believe th a t war is the re 
sult of sin. B ut since anxiety is a basic cause of sin, it 
is the ultim ate cause of war. Mennonites are also correct 
in stressing individual, spiritual regeneration as a pre
requisite to peace. M an is such a sinful being th a t only 
a divine spiritual power can give him .peace. Never has 
anxiety been as widespread as in our time. M an’s sin 
is m anifest in conflict within himself and with others, 
and never have we had as m any bloody wars as in our 
time. In general, the Mennonites have offered the right 
solution to our social problems. Peace begins in the 
heart of man. Because of original sin or anxiety, con
version is necessary.

F aith  is necessary before conversion or regeneration 
can become a reality. The ideal possibility is tha t faith 
in the security of G od’s love would overcome anxiety. 
Jesus said, “be not anxious, for your Heavenly Father 
knoweth tha t ye have need of these things.” Realizing 
m an’s finiteness, God has provided a way out of m an’s 
anxious predicament. He has endowed man with tha t 
unique capacity which enables him to pu t his faith 
into an ultim ate reliance. The only wav to  eliminate 
anxiety is to replace it with faith—faith in Jesus Christ 
as the Saviour of man.

Here, then, we have the very simple solution to the 
problem of social conflict and war. Peace begins in the 
heart of man because that is where war begins. Anxiety 
causes sin and sin causes war. Conversion will remove 
sin by replacing anxiety with faith. The elimination of sin
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and conflict should eliminate war. B u t this is a the
oretical solution, and, sad to  say, it has not always 
worked in actual practice. In religious disputes, where 
both sides claim to be born-again Christians, there is 
bigotry and conflict. The failure is not because the prin
ciple is wrong, but because it has not been carried out 
properly. There are a t least three general reasons why 
regeneration has failed to eliminate social conflict.

First, our solution to the problem of conflict is 
idealistic. Conversion does not completely eradicate sin, 
nor does faith completely replace anxiety. As an ethical 
ideal it remains unfulfilled on earth. I t may seem as if 
the Christian works for a lost cause, b u t th a t is his duty.

Second, too often the m otivation for conversion is 
selflove—“I want to be saved because I don’t want to go 
to Hell,” or “I w ant to  go to Heaven.” Such an egocen
tric conversion is a far cry from the conversion tha t is 
based on the divine love of God shed abroad in human 
hearts. The divine love of God or agap,; is the love that 
loves even enemies. This kind of love and self-love are 
incompatible.

Third, there is unwarranted pessimism among Men- 
nonites. Believing th a t wars are inevitable, they make 
no attem pt to  attain  world peace. M ennonites have too 
often practiced a sort of ascetic pacifism—a “hands off” 
policy. Instead of facing the problems of the world and

trying to solve them, they have retreated and w ith
drawn from the world. This is a negative, selfish attitude. 
The Christian should be vitally concerned about helping 
others. Doing good works should be the natural ou t
growth of regeneration and faith.

Christian pacifism or nonresistance is only one aspect 
of the Christian way of life. It is a life of discipleship, 
possible only by a personal com mitm ent to Christ. When 
Christ left this earth, he left a band of twelve disciples 
to carry on His work. Small groups of believers are very 
effective in witnessing for Christ. They are knit together 
by the bonds of Christian love, and have a burning evan
gelical zeal.

Today, we are living in one small world. Modern 
technology has overcome the barriers of distance. This 
planet is one large community, and we are all neigh
bors. World peace is possible only if Christians realize 
Christian brotherhood. We like to say tha t we are one 
body of believers—united through Christ; bu t we are 
divided by denominational conflict, prejudice, and in
tolerance. It is necessary now th a t we realize our brother
hood. World peace begins with individuals, committed to 
Christ, and working together for Him in small groups.

Then, in the midst of conflict, we can have peace, the 
love and prace of Christian fellowship and peace of 
heart, the peace th a t passeth all understanding.

T h r e e  P o e m

By HAROLD BULLER

TH E DAWN, I D EEM ED , HAD COME 
W ITH CHRIST

The dawn, I deemed, had come with Christ 
And broken through the night.

Has God withdrawn His blessed gift 
Of overwhelming light?

W ith ugly gasps earth tries to  rise 
From  heaps of black debris.

Does darkness cause to stum ble yet?
O God . . .  it cannot see!

Poor fool, look up! The day is come 
Two thousand years ago!

How strange it fails to comprehend 
The skies’ enlightened glow.

Oh, hell within tha t staring glare!
Earth, turn  those eyes away!

It speaks . . . what pain not blind
But you obscure the day!”

GOD, GRANT US M OSES-M EN

God, grant us Moses-men who tru st in Thee 
And stand erect when all the world reclines 

in fateful lethargy; sane men who see,
and who in stalw art heart and mind divine 

God’s chosen path  across the heated sands.
God, grant us men who on some Sinai 

Have hum bly bowed to  follow Thy commands;
Unselfish men, and unafraid to die,

Who move a t thy request though nations rise 
In m utiny, and trials cloud the day;

Great men of noble love, sincere and wise;
God, grant us Moses-men—strong men who pray.

A PRA YER 

D ear Lord of all,
M ake us to serve thee as the rains 
T hat fall upon the common grasses of 

the fields.
And there, sunk deep within the soil 

of hum an kind,
G rant us this prayer.
To find th a t lose, we live 
Where love has made men free,
N ot in ourselves,
B u t Thee.
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Conference Delegates 
Commemorating Founding' 
of Anabaptist Movement 

in Zurich
On the closing day of the Conference a large group of 

delegates and guests went to Zurich for a commemorative 
service. Leading the procession as it enters the cathedral 
area in Zurich are (left to right) Oscar Farmer, president of 
Zurich Church Council; C. F. Hassen. MCC representative; 
H. S. Bender, presiding officer of the conference; and Fritz 
Blanke, church historian. University of Zurich.

In the Grossmuensler where Zwingli preached and where 
Grebel, Manz and other Swiss Brethren worshipped. Pro
fessor Fritz Blanke (bottom) spoke on, "The Significance 
of Zurich for Anabaptists."

After the service in the Grossmuenster the Mennonites 
followed their guides on a pilgrimage through the streets 
of Zurich (bottom right). They were shown the street lead
ing to the house where Conrad Grebel baptized George 
Blaurock, initiating ihe whole Anabaptist movement.
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Interior of Eben-Ezer Hall, St. Chrischona, where conference sessions were held, during a group discussion. Translated, 
the motto from II Cor. 12: 9 reads, "My strength is mighty in the weak." (Right) Walter Gering, Mountain Lake, demon

strating I.B.M. translating apparatus.

S c e n e s  f rom t l ie Fi f th  M e n n o n i t e
> Photography by $

European students who had been exchange students at American Mennonite schools met with the Mennanite student 
group touring Europe this summer to evaluate the exchange program.
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The World Conference provided ihe occasion for the meeting of internationally known Mennonites such as J. M. Leen- 
dertz of Holland, I. J. Thiessen of Canada, Benjamin H. Unruh of Germany and H. Crandijk of Holland. (Right) Visiting

in front of Eben-Ezer Hall, St. Chrischona.

W o r l d  C o n f e r e n c e *  B a s e l -  S w i t z e r l a n d
F. Pannabecker

"The Mennonite Singers" from Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas, made a concert tour of Mennonite communities 
in Western Europe, and proved to be a very popular music group at the Conference.
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A D V E N T U R E S  IN  CHACO A G R IC U L T U R E
By MEN NO KLASSEN

IN dealing with the subject of the agricultural ex
perience of the Mennonites in P araguay it m ust be 
remembered th a t agriculturally a t least there are 

two separate and dissimilar regions in Paraguay. The 
only colonies dealt with are Menno, Fernheim, and N eu
land. Menno is the Canadian colony and is the largest 
and oldest, dating back to 1926. Fernheim appeared on 
the scene after World W ar I and N euland after World 
W ar II. The colonies in eastern Paraguay, namely Fries
land, Volendam, Bergthal, and Sommerfeld are not dis
cussed except by way of a few brief comparisons drawn 
between the two sections of the country.

Climate and Vegetation
The climate of the Chaco is sub-tropical, w ith tem 

peratures ranging from light freezing during a few suc
cessive nights in some winters to maximum readings of 
118°F in the shade in some of the hottest summers. Tem 
peratures during the winter months are somewhat lower 
than in the summ er bu t the great drought and the per
sistent north wind with its accompanying heat and dust 
do not make this season of the year the m ost pleasant. 
At the approach of evening, however, when the sun w ith
draws and the wind dies down, a healing balm envelops 
the land. Although the summ er is hotter, this season to 
me was mere easily tolerated because of the refreshing 
influence of green growth and periodic rains. The con
tinental nature of the Chaco climate is reflected in great 
fluctuations of day to day tem peratures and in an un
predictable distribution of rainfall. The average annual 
rainfall is about 29 inches but the great heat and high 
winds effect rapid evaporation with the result th a t the 
Chaco may be considered semiarid. The bulk of the pre
cipitation occurs during the sum m er months bu t ra in 
falls are too light and too far between for optim um 
yields. The altitude of the country is low, ranging from

200 to 500 feet above sea level, and the topography is 
rather flat. U nfortunately there are no high plateaus in 
Paraguay, for they could profitably be used to produce 
temperate climate crops such as wheat. As it is, flour 
is being imported a t high prices. Unlike eastern P a ra 
guay, the atmospheric hum idity is very low in the Chaco.

It m ay be of interest also to know what this swelter
ing region looks like. One receives the best over-all pic
ture of the country from an airplane starting in Asuncion 
and flying in a northwesterly direction toward the colo
nies. The first part of the flight takes one over swamp, 
sluggish interm ittent streams and meadow land. By the 
time one is half way to the settlements these features 
give way to bush as far as the eye can see. On approach
ing the general area of the colonies one finds small 
islands of grass, the larger ones from one to two miles 
across and from 2 to 6 miles apart. Some of these open 
areas are called “water cam pos” and some “bitter-grass 
campos." The former are found to the south and east 
of the colonies. They are poorly drained, mosquito rid
den and preferred for ranching. The bitter-grass campos 
are sandy and well drained and although they support 
scattered trees and shrubs, the dom inant vegetation is 
esparilla, a very bitter tasting grass not generally eaten 
by live stock. It is on these bitter-grass campos that the 
villages of the three Chaco colonies are laid out. The 
trees and shrubs on the campos have to be cleared a l
though the am ount of work this entails does not begin 
to compare with the clearing of the jungle found where 
the colonies of eastern Paraguay are situated.

Today very little bush on non-campo land has been 
cleared for agriculture in the Chaco. Although the bush 
soil is very fertile, its alkaline nature presents certain 
water absorption problems not easily overcome. Trails 
through the bush connect the villages one with another 
and with their respective colony shopping centers. It so

The Mennonile farmer and cowboy are real pioneers as they cultivate the wild Paraguayan Chaco. 
'T er m cum m ttifrfjc  © n iter  im  (Sfinco im  lunlirctt S m it e  bcö  S S o rtcd  e in  © tu rn er .
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The Indians, formerly the sole occupants of the Chaco, now help the Mennonites in taming it. 
'S ic  S u b m i t « ,  cljem nW  b ic  c iita tn cit iöctuu ljuer bc3 (Sljncu, Ijclfcu  ilju  fn id jtfm r  jtt m n d ic ii.

happens that nearly all agriculturally useful campos 
(i.e. for crop production) are concentrated in a relative
ly sm all area in the interior of the Chaco and this large
ly explains why they are situated so far from the river 
and from the Asuncion market. One hundred villages so 
situated are the homes of nearly eight thousand Men- 
nonites. The village street usually cuts the campo in 
half a t the diameter and along each side of it are m eas
ured out from twenty- to  forty-acre farms which extend 
back to  the bush. M ost of the trees in the Chaco bush 
are thorny and dwarfed and of little value. A sm all per
cent of them are very valuable for fuel, posts, rough 
lum ber and for quebracho and palo santo extract.

The Mennonites in the Chaco are practically the only 
farmers in tha t vast region, yet the settlem ent occupies 
only a small part of it. Several tribes of Indians, includ
ing the savage Moros, are the native sons of this unpopu
lar p art of the world. It is interesting to  study the ex
ten t of their adaptation to their surroundings. A few 
Indian missions are scattered throughout the region. A 
num ber of ranchers, big and  small, occupy the water 
campos. In addition, a t least three narrow-gauged indus
trial railroads and several m ilitary outposts can be re
corded but these still leave the Chaco relatively unin
habited, untam pered with by man. This, of course, added 
to the problem of adaptation  of the settlers for there

was little accum ulated inform ation on Chaco agriculture 
and no experienced farmers nearby from whom to learn. 
Neuland, however, benefitted from what Menno and 
Fernheim learned over a 20-ycar period.

Planting and Harvesting
For all practical purposes winter ends and summer 

begins with the first effective rain after the dry season, 
usually in September or October. W inter begins when 
the annual drought returns in April and M ay. The first 
rain to  moisten the sandy soil to a depth of 6 inches or 
more marks the beginning of plowing and planting opera
tions. The seed bed is invariably prepared by plowing. 
All crops grown are intertilled. The seed is placed in the 
ground imm ediately after every third round of the 12- 
inch walking plow, giving a between-the-row spacing 
of 36 inches. Seeding is done either by hand or with the 
one row planter. A few days after the first rain the soil 
becomes too dry for plowing and planting, and the 
farm er is obliged to wait for succeeding rains to get the 
balance of his land planted. If the rains are light and 
infrequent it often happens that the first crops planted 
begin to ripen before seeding operations h^ve been com
pleted.

Although soil drifting is quite serious a t times and 
the lighter soils are showing signs of decreasing fertility,
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The Chaco farmer still uses horses and oxen. The old-fashioned village well supplies man and beast.

X c r  G fin cu ön u cr firnnd)f norii '4$ for be mtb C rijfcit. X c r  X u rftfO n m n eit u cr jo rn t 9JJc»fri) ltub 3>icl) m it  SB nffcr.

it seems tha t very little is being done about it. Crop ro
tation  is also not practiced to any great extent. Peanuts 
are usually planted on the lightest, poorest soil. Of the 
field crops grown, cotton, the cash and export crop, oc
cupied the largest acreage. Sorghum ranks a close second 
and is grown for feed. It is preferred to corn because of 
its drought resisting qualities. Sm aller acreage of peanuts 
and cowpeas are planted for food for the family and 
for Indian laborers. Cotton, planted in October, is a long 
season crop occupying the ground for the entire summer. 
The other crops mentioned m ature earlier and if the sea
son is favorable and no set backs occur it is possible to 
grow any two of them, one following the other, in the 
same field within a single year. Eastern P araguay which 
enjoys more rainfall, produces up to three crops a year— 
the third one grown in winter being plowed under for 
green manure. This extra rainfall obtained in eastern 
Paraguay on the other hand makes cotton growing very 
difficult with the result that cash crop incomes are lower.

Sudan grass is grown for early sum m er feed. Guinea 
grass, also intertilled, is planted from root divisions for 
horse pasture. Sweet potatoes and mandioca are planted 
as the tropical substitutes for potatoes. W atermelons 
do exceptionally well and are enjoyed a t Christmas time 
and later. The leaves and fru it of rosella are a great 
help in adding variety to the diet.

Crop production during the dry winter is confined to 
a little garden no bigger than  the area occupied by a 
small house. U sually a half acre of garden beans are 
planted on a field basis. The summ er is too hot for the 
hardier vegetables, yet the winter season, too, is all but 
favorable. Drought, strong hot winds and chickens are 
the main obstacles. These difficulties are partly  over
come by protecting the plot w ith a picket fence and with 
frequent watering if time and water are available. It is 
therefore not hard to understand why vegetables are not 
available except for .a few months in some years. W heat 
flour from the Argentine has to be imported in abnor
m al quantities. In 1948 Fernheim bought flour to the 
extent of 45% of the value of her entire cotton crop.

The crops are all harvested by hand. Indian work
ers, if avilable, pick the cotton and cowpeas. Sorghum 
heads are cut off with a sharp knife and thrown into a 
wagon, spread out to dry beside the granary and stored 
and fed unthreshed. A few bushels are threshed by hand 
and ground a t the mill for breakfast cereal or flour for 
use in Kaiirbrot. Peanuts are plowed out with the mould 
board removed, windrowed for drying, then hauled to the 
yard for threshing. This is sim ply done by knocking the 
nuts off the plant over the edge of an open gasoline bar
rel. Sweet potatoes are not stored, bu t dug as needed. 
Sorghum stalks and Sudan grass are chopped off with 
a matchete.

Orchards and Water Supply
The first thing a proud tiller will show a visitor inter

ested in his farm is the orchard. Of course it doesn’t com
pare with those of his former home-land b u t is probably 
appreciated ju st as much. Lawns being practically non- 
existant in Paraguay, the fru it trees take the place of 
shade trees and are located in the front yard. There one 
will find orange trees, sour oranges, grapefruit, a num 
ber of limes and a lemon tree or two. G uajaba grow in 
every orchard. Less frequently but also planted are p a 
payas (melon trees), dates, figs and grapes. For those 
who have not accustomed themselves to the drinking of 
yerba mate, the juice of sour oranges, limes or lemons 
is a m ost appreciated aid in improving the flavor of the 
drinking water. G rapefruit are large and juicy and one 
farmer struck it lucky when he counted 1,000 grapefruit 
from one tree in a single season. G uajaba are dried for 
storage and used to  m ake M us. These fruits, although 
generally not well enough adapted for commercial pro
duction, never-the-less provide refreshing variety for the 
colonist’s diet.

The availability of water is a prime consideration in 
a hot and dry region. Sources of water are dug wells, 
shallow dugouts and cistern water. In addition to this, 
some favorably located ranches have access to run-off 
water tha t accumulates in natural depressions called wa
ter campos. R ain water from thatched roofs is not us-
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able but a few farmers who have been able to afford 
tile or tin  roofs and a concrete cistern have a good supply 
for all household uses. Others are dependent on the dug 
well, the water of which is as a rule quite hard. Wells 
are also the most common source of water for the ani
mals. The more am bitious gardeners water their garden 
from wells as ponds are usually not suitably located.

Wells average about thirty  feet in depth and about 
four feet in width. The depth of the well is determined 
by a stratum  of clay which traps the water percolating 
down through the sand from the soil surface. As a rule 
there is about one-two feet of water in these wells which 
explains their limited capacity. Over one hundred deep 
wells have been drilled by the Union Oil Company in 
scattered places throughout the Chaco. They discovered 
that practically all of them were very salty. One drilled 
well was attem pted by the Fernheim colony with d isap
pointing results. The possibility of irrigating from the 
Paraguay River is remote as it is 150 miles away. The 
best answer for the irrigation of vegetable gardens now 
seems to be a pond for each village dug out of a spot 
where the clay is deep and yet not too far from good 
garden soil and the village. The villagers then could 
grow their vegetables in plots around the pond and irri
gate using a jointly owned pump. Similar ponds suitably 
located for cattle would improve not only the water s it
uation but tend to distribute the grazing more uniformly 
ever the commons. The bulldozer recently shipped to 
P araguay is to be used for such water developments as 
well as for the building of roads.

Although there are m any useful species of insects, 
birds and wild plant life in the Chaco, the destructive 
ones are m ost easily recalled. The most harm ful ones in 
order of importance are:

1. Insects: m igratory locust, leaf cutting ant, cot
ton leaf worm, weevils in stored seeds and aphids.

2. Birds: pigeons, parrots, blackbirds, bobolinks.
3. Plant Pests: Burm uda grass (the tropical couch).

The introduction of chlordane and gammaxane in
1948 to com bat locusts marked one of the greatest ad 
vances in the battle against the destructive elements of 
this untam ed region. A recent report from the Chaco also

sounds hopeful. It seems tha t an insecticide called 
“cinchlor” has been found equally as effective against 
the leaf cutting ant. An attem pt was made to destroy 
harmful birds with strichnine poison but this has not 
noticeably reduced the birds nor the damage. So from 
the time tha t sorghum begins to head out until it is 
harvested much time is spent shooing birds. Methods 
used to eradicate Burm uda grass are as m any as the 
opinions on how this should be accomplished. In this 
case, however, it is mainly a problem of proper equip
ment and power and the funds requ:red to reclaim pol
luted land.

Cattle and Insects
Where new settlements are being established oxen 

are generally found to be the m ost suitable draft ani
mal, bu t after the first crops of sorghum straw and 
grain have been gathered, horses are gradually substi
tuted. They are of a light general purpose type and each 
farmer has from 3 to 5 of them. They are m aintained 
on planted guinea grass pasture, sorghum and peanut 
straw, and on sorghum when in use. They are used 
mainly for plowing, for trips to town and church and for 
the hauling of produce to and from the railhead.

The cattle of Paraguay are largely “Creolla,” a highly 
inbred animal originating in Spain. These animals are 
certainly not models for either milk production or beef 
according to our standards. Yet it is known tha t the highly 
bred American cow would not survive under Paraguayan 
conditions. I t has been found tha t high producing Amer
ican cows transplanted into the tropics produce only 
half the milk on exactly the same care and rations. The 
explanation is tha t high tem perature alone, not to men
tion other factors, has a depressing effect on the milk 
flow.

In the early days an attem pt was made to herd the 
cows to prevent them straying and to insure their pres
ence for milking. This, however, presented endless trouble 
and hardship. One solution would have been to fence 
them in and plant grass but this has not been achieved 
for cows to this day. The Paraguayan system was adopted 
and consists of keeping the cows and the calves in a pen 
in the yard over night and in the morning after milking,

First homes In the Chaco are built of adobe. After helping start the flow of milk the calf is tied.
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the cows only are let out. They graze in the commons 
or bush land between the villages all day and if thirst 
does not bring them home in the evening, the calf in the 
pen usually  does.

Another peculiarity about the Creolla is that they 
do not let the milk down without the necessary pream 
bles and this is where the all im portant calf comes in. 
A few im patient bumps against the udder by the hun
gry calf quickly takes care of this .problem. After a 
minute of feeding the calf is forcibly withdrawn and tied 
to the post at the front of the cow until milking is com
pleted. If a t any time the cow loses her calf the farmer 
loses the milk. When a cow freshens the farm er is ob
liged to look for the calf in the bush and take it home, 
placing it in the cow pen. The Casado Co. has provided 
the colonists with some grade Holstein bulls and a l
though the milk yield has greatly improved, this wild 
tra it in their nature has not yet been bred out. The aver
age cow produces about three to five quarts of milk per 
day but some th a t receive supplem entary feed such as 
cottonseed meal or sudan grass will produce more. Fluid 
milk sold locally, and butter and cheese in Asuncion, 
are in strong dem and and give relatively good returns 
to the .producer. Transporting butter w ithout refrigera
tion is a problem in the hot sum m er season.

Overgrazing of the colony commons made it neces
sary for the councils to lim it the num ber of cattle to each 
villager. A t the same time provision was made for a 
Fernheim colony-operated ranch on a water campo to 
which all yearling and surplus cattle were driven. Some 
farmers who had sufficient cattle to  s ta rt ranching on 
their own did so with good returns.

Beef is killed a t the colony slaughter house twice a

week and made available to all colonies. All surplus beef 
animals are either sold to the arm y or to meat canners. 
One of Paraguay 's largest exports is corned beef. Taken 
in proportion to hum an population, Paraguay has more 
cattle than any other country in the world. Foot and 
mouth disease is an alm ost annual occurrence in the herd 
and this together with the secondary infestation of m ag
gots in the open sores causes considerable annual loss 
of milk and beef, although very few of those having ac
cess to water and fodder actually die from the disease. 
W ater shortage is serious in dry seasons.

Space does not perm it a report on the experimental 
and extension work being conducted. This program, spon
sored jointly by Fernheim and the MCC is, since Abe 
Peters returned, under the direction of Robert Unruh. 
No mention has been made regarding im portant contri
butions toward agricultural advancement in the colonies 
by some of the more adventurous of the pioneers. One 
also regrets tha t the people themselves who have actually 
written all about this topic with their very lives, have 
received so little attention in this account.

It takes the best spiritual fortification to come through 
the testing experiences of life in the Chaco trium phantly. 
The hospitality of the people, their spirit of thankfulness 
and their courage to sta rt again from the beginning when 
reverses come, can only be explained by their faith in 
God and their assurance of abiding in His will. I am 
deeply thankful th a t the Mennonite Central Committee, 
which has played an im portant part in directing the .paths 
of these pilgrims, is continuing with them in an attem pt 
to carry out the God-given responsibility of replenish
ing this ungenerous region and subduing the negative 
forces so unm istakably a t work there.

The agricultural experiment farm in the Chaco showing machinery received from North America. 
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Shafter (left) and Wasco, California, communities are leading potato and collon producing areas of the nation.
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T H E  S H A F T E R - W A S C O  C O M H U N IT Y
By VERNON NEUFELD

H E N  the f irs t M ennon ite  fam ily  cam e to  the 
S hafte r-W asco  area of C aliforn ia som e th irty - 
five years ago, the va lley  region was m ostly  

an  a rid  desert w ith  an  occasional parched  field of alfalfa, 
a v ineyard , o r perhaps a fru it o rchard . D uring  the in te r
ven ing  years, the  m iracle of irrigation  and  scientific 
fa rm in g  have tran sfo rm ed  a veritab le  w asteland  into an 
a g ric u ltu ra l em pire u n equa led  anyw here in the world.

T he ea rlie s t se ttle rs  in K ern C ounty , in which Shafter 
an d  W asco  are located , were a t trac ted  b y  the rich m ineral 
deposits  of the S ierra N evada M o u n ta in s  and  southw ard. 
T he co un ty  p layed  an  im p o rta n t p a r t  in the gold rush  
d ay s of the eigh teen-fifties, resu lting  in  its share of feuds, 
ghost tow ns, an d  legends. The f irs t quartz  vein was d is
covered in 1853; w ith in  a few years, m iners were sw arm 
ing th e  area for a share  in the  w ealth . Oil w as discovered 
in  1854; p roduction  of oil began in 1865. The foothills 
of the su rro u n d in g  m oun ta in s  were soon do tted  w ith the 
derricks of p roducing  oil wells. W hile the w ealth  of oil 
an d  m inera l in  the  hills and  m o u n ta in s  were being rea l
ized, th e  fe rtility  of the soil in the va lley  below, hidden 
by  sagebrush  and  sparse grass, lay  d o rm an t and  u nno 
ticed.

T he f irs t ag ricu ltu ra l en terprise in the county  was 
the  raising  of livestock. The spraw ling  range of the foo t
hills an d  the  river region affo rded  b o th  sum m er and 
w in te r forage. R anchers grazed th e ir  flocks and  herds 
w herever the  m eager ra in fall p roduced  enough grass. 
Soon, in the  ea rly  years of the tw en tie th  century, sm all

areas of the valley were p lanted to  alfalfa to provide 
feed fo r the cattle. Irrigation  was introduced by canals 
from  the not-too-reliable Kern R iver; there were also 
wells, some artesian. This m arked the beginning of farm 
ing— irrigated  farm ing, which in a few years grew into 
a m ulti-m illion  dollar enterprise.

The cities of Shafter and Wasco, some seven miles 
apart, lie in K ern C ounty a t the southern end of the 
San Joaqu in  Valley a t an elevation of 300 feet. The val
ley is guarded in the east by  the towering Sierra Nevada 
range and in the west by the coastal range. The small 
am oun t of precipitation, an average of some six or seven 
inches of rain  a year, m ake irrigation im perative for 
farm ing. The average sum m er tem perature is 77°F., 
the winter, 49°F., extremes range from 20°F to 
110°F. The long growing season and mild climate permit 
great crop diversification.

The Potato and Cotton Industry
The agricultural economy of the area has undergone 

v as t changes since the nineteen-twenties. During the early 
years the farm ing plots were sm all—twenty, forty, or 
eighty acres in size. The land  was planted in vineyards 
and  orchards; Thom pson seedless grapes, .apricots, plums, 
and peaches predom inated. In recent years, however, the 
trees and vines have largely been removed making room 
for crops w ith greater and more certain returns. At the 
sam e tim e, the num ber of acres under cultivation and  
the num ber of acres per farm  have steadily increased.
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Planting potatoes in February (left) and potato iield  
seventy days later being irrigated every 2-4 days.

Tie .Mnrtoffcin werben im ftcbrunr neb?tn«5t. (tllcrf)tä) Wart) 
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The total farming acreage of the county has doubled 
in the .past fifteen years.

The potato industry was the first to come into its 
own in recent years. Potatoes were grown commercially 
as early as 1920 in the Shafter area; the late Simon 
Peters was a pioneer in producing this crop. In the nine
teen-thirties it became evident that with proper fertili
zation and irrigation the soil could become very produc
tive; soon potato production was a major industry. In 
1951 Kern County shipped approximately twenty-five 
thousand carloads of potatoes valued at nearly twenty- 
five million dollars. At the peak of the harvest season, 
over a thousand carloads leave the county in one day. 
The county produces three-fourths of the state’s pota
toes. The Shafter-Wasco district, with approximately 
forty washing and packing sheds, is responsible for about 
40 per cent of the county production.

Another crop that seemed to have great possibilities 
during the early years was cotton. The promotion of cot-

Cullivaüng cotlon on Menno Siem ens larm. 
s))icm\u Siemen*—%arm, bei '©aico, Gnl'uovnui.

E. 1. Peters potato washing and packing shed, Wasco, 
ty. p e t e r s  M a ito ^c lfrcx d ic r in  s5Stiico,

Potato harvest in the Shafter-Wasco community consists of digging, picking, washing, and grading potatoes.
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lohn A. Neufelds. (Nick, front) left Mt. Lake for Shafier. 
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ton as a m ajor crop in Shafter and Wasco was greatly 
enhanced in the development by the United States Ex
perim ental F arm  of new strains th a t were made adap t
able to the area. The horticulturists of the Farm  were 
successful in developing a strain which not only in
creased the yield per acre bu t also produced .a fibre of 
longer staple, comparing favorably w ith imported Egyp
tian  long-staple cotton. Recent years have brought a 
phenomenal increase in cotton production. Since 1946, 
cotton has led all other agricultural products in the 
county; it also heads the some two hundred crops of the 
state. In recent years, Kern County has been the leading 
cotton producing couny of the nation; during the past 
year, it produced nearly a half million 500-pound bales 
of cotton valued, together with its by-products, a t  over 
117 million dollars. The great production is largely due 
to the warm, prolonged growing season and to the fertile 
soil. Kern County farms over a five-year average pro
duced 677 prounds of lin t cotton an acre in comparison 
to the national average of 280 pounds.

There are several factors why cotton has taken pre
cedence over potatoes in recent years as a m ajor indus
try. Potatoes cannot be grown on the same ground over 
a .period of years without contracting a disease known 
as “scab,” which makes the tuber unm arketable. Crop 
rotation is not a great aid in preventing or eliminating 
the disease. This means th a t expansion of farming to 
virgin soil is highly desirable to insure the production of 
clean, smooth potatoes. Such expansion has consistently 
been going on; there is, however, little virgin soil of the 
fine sandy loam type left. In addition, the high cost of 
producing potatoes together with an unpredictable m ar
ket is prohibitive to m any farm ers; it costs $150 an acre 
to grow potatoes to the harvest stage and twice that 
am ount to prepare them *or the market. Cotton, on the 
other hand, costs less than half as much as potatoes to 
produce and the m arket is far more stable.

Cotton and potatoes are not the only crops raised 
in the Shafter-W asco region. A crop production report 
of the W asco area lists thirty-five crops growing in that 
vicinity. Among these, the m ost widely grown are alfalfa 
for seed and hay, sugar beets, onions, small grains, 
grapes, and fruit.

The Shafter-W asco area is irrigated alm ost exclusive
ly with water pumped from underground sources by 
deep-well turbine pumps. Wells go to  depths of up to a 
thousand feet and water m ust be lifted an average of 
150 feet. The pum ps yield volumes of water ranging up 
to over two thousand gallons per minute. The water is 
distributed to the fields by an underground concrete pipe 
system; periodic outlets perm it even distribution of the 
water. The great drain on the underground water supply 
caused by the expansion of farming has created great 
concern among the valley farmers. There is some hope 
for relief in the development of the Central Valley P ro 
ject, which is aimed at harnessing the water-shed of the 
Sierra Nevadas for irrigation purposes.

Before virgin soil can be irrigated, the ground re
quires leveling to the proper fall or slope. Although the 
valley floor is relatively flat, all land has needed more 
or less work to  insure proper irrigation. During the early 
years, the leveling was done by horses or mules and

The early shop (left) of Albert Nikkei which has grown into the Nikkei Iron Works (right) of today, 
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C o lto n  g in  of M a p le  L ea f C o tto n  C orp . ( £ .  j. P e te r s) . T he N e u fe ld  F a rm s p o ta to  p a c k in g  s h e d  n e a r  W a s c o .

H a n d  p ic k e r s  w h o  w il l  s o o n  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  m a c h in e r y  ( b e l o w ) ,  a-t w ork . W e ig h in g  a n d  d r a w in g  co tto n  in to  th o  g in .
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The Nie Neufeld family enjoys a picnic. (Below) Shafter 
Mennonite Congregation after reorganization in 1936.

Fresno hand scrapers; now Caterpillars, carry-alls and 
sim ilar equipment do the gigantic task  of moving tons 
of earth. Fields are generally leveled to  irrigate in quar- 
termile rows, the am ount of slope depending upon the 
natural fall of the land and upon the type of soil. Thus 
a quarter section of land, 160 acres, is divided into two 
parts, each irrigated in quarter-m ile rows; a t the head 
of each eighty acre field, the underground concrete pipe 
line delivers the water for distribution.

perfected, will replace the large hand crews now employed. 
During the past four years mechanical cotton pickers 
have been introduced and are rapidly replacing the la 
borers. The total effect of this trend toward mechaniza
tion upon the thousands of m igrant laborers who will 
be replaced cannot yet be determined, bu t undoubtedly 
the adjustm ent will be made in due time, ju st as the 
combine and corn-picker have become a part of the 
wheat and corn picture in the mid-west.

Early Mennonite Settlers
Mennonites make up only a relatively small part of 

the estim ated twenty thousand people who live in the 
Shafter and W asco com munities; the Mennonite B reth
ren .and the General Conference Mennonite churches have 
a total membership of abou t five hundred. The people 
of the com munity are represented by m any ethnic and 
racial origins; settlers have come from practically every 
state of the nation. There is a large Mexican settlement 
near Shafter and another colony of Mexicans and N e
groes in Wasco. M uch of the population is transient, 
which comes and goes with the planting and harvesting 
seasons of the various agricultural crops. There are 
many churches, Wasco having nineteen and Shafter fif
teen. Though numerically small, the Mennonite settlers 
have played an im portant part in the development of the 
area in the past and still do a t the present.

Albert Nikkei, with his parents Mr. and Mrs. John 
Nikkei, came to Shafter from Escondido, California, in 
1917. After working several years, Nikkei opened a black
smith shop in Shafter. This business has grown into the 
large Nikkei Iron W orks of today, which Nikkei operates 
with his son Jack. In addition to blacksmithing and 
welding, the company sells implements and m anufactures 
farm equipment.

Included among the early Mennonite farmers were 
the brothers, J. J. Siemens and G. J. Siemens. The small 
farming enterprises begun by them have since been taken 
over and expanded by their sons, Menno and Reuben, 
Ernest and W illiam.

Farm ing is now conducted with the alm ost exclusive 
use of mechanized equipment. Besides the tractor and 
proper tools for preparing the soil and cultivating the 
crops, more and more labor-saving equipment is being 
used in harvest, heretofore done largely by hand labor. 
Experimental potato diggers are in the 'field which, when

In 1920 Nicolai Neufeld and his fam ily moved to a 
thirty-acre farm  near Shafter. Neufeld came to the United 
States with his parents, John A. Neufeld, 'from Stavropol, 
Russia, in about 1900, settling in M t. Lake, M innesota; 
from there the family moved to Escondido, California and 
then to  Shafter. The Nie Neufeld sons Ernest, Edwin,

the Mennonite Brethren
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The First Mennonite Church and Church of Shafter were both built in 1939.
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Shafter-Wasco homes. (Leit to right Irom top to bottom) Homes of Henry H. Gaede, Harvey Gaede, Albert Nikkei, Carl 
R. Neumann. J. Waldo Unruh, Theodore G. Heinrichs, A. F. Isaac, and G. J. Siemens.
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and Lester are independently farming large tracts of land 
in the Shafter and Wasco communities.

One of the earliest settlers was Simon Peters, a 
former hardware m erchant of Waldheim, Saskatchewan, 
Canada, who came here with his fam ily in 1920 and 
purchased forty acres of land. He was a pioneer potato 
grower with five acres in his first year in Shafter. In 
1935 Peters, together with his son Edward J., started 
a potato washing and packing business. During the past 
few years this business has been expanded by the younger 
Peters into two corporations, M aple Leaf Cotton Cor
poration and Maple Leaf Industries, Inc. The former 
company operates a cotton gin near Wasco. The indus
tries include a variety of enterprises such as farming, 
washing and packing potatoes, selling seed, fertilizer, in
secticides and petroleum products. The latest venture 
is the Maple Leaf Broadcasting Com pany (See M ennon
ite Life, July, 1952, p. 128). The perm anent personnel 
of the M aple Leaf organization is predom inantly Men- 
nonite, including in addition to  E. J. Peters, P. A. Neu- 
feld, Allen Bartel, T. G. Heinrichs, J. W aldo Unruh, and 
Elbert Franz.

The family of H. J. Gaede, from Medford, Oklahoma, 
came to the area in the twenties. The first member to 
arrive in Shafter was Curt, who opened the first barber 
shop in the town in 1920. Jake soon followed his brother 
and settled on a farm. Henry began farming near Shafter 
in 1922; he and his sons, H arvey (also an automobile 
dealer), George and Leonard, are still independent farm 
ers in the area. Others of the H. J. Gaede family in 
cluded Jake Neufeld (M arie), George, John, Carl N eu
m ann (Elizabeth), and John Reimer (B ertha ); all set
tled and lived near Shafter a t one tim e or another. H. J. 
Gaede served as pastor of the F irs t M ennonite Church 
for some time.

Mennonite Churches
There are two Mennonite churches located in the 

Shafter-W asco area; both the M ennonite Brethren and 
the F irs t Mennonite churches are in the city of Shafter. 
Two other Mennonite Brethren churches are found near
by, in Rosedale and in Bakersfield.

The M ennonite Brethren Church. In 1918 a small 
group of Mennonites gathered in the home of the late 
Henry Kohfeld for fellowship and worship. This was 
the beginning of the M ennonite Brethren Church which 
was organized December 29, 1918 with Peter P. Rempel 
elected as minister. Services for some time were con
ducted in the public school building, bu t soon a tem 
porary  structure was erected in Shafter.

As more and more people settled in the area, the ta 
bernacle was enlarged several times. By 1937 the mem
bership had grown to such an extent th a t it became nec
essary to build a new church to care for the increased 
needs; the new structure cost approxim ately thirty-five 
thousand dollars. The outreach of the church was ex
tended to the large farm worker population which had no

church of its own; the young people opened two m is
sions, one in N orth Shafter and the other in South Shaf
ter. Recently, fine chapels have been built in both of 
these communities to serve these people.

Since the organization of the church under Rempel’s 
leadership, the following have served as m inisters: H er
man Janzen, K. G. Neufeld, Wm. J. Bestvater, H. D. 
Wiebe, J. J. Toews, J. J. Wiebe, and the present m inis
ter, W aldo Wiebe. The membership of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church is now over four hundred.

The First M ennonite Church. Settlers of this group 
began m igrating to  the Shafter-W asco area around 1920, 
some earlier, many later. Under the leadership of H er
man Janzen, the group felt the need to band together 
as a congregation. For some time in the early twenties 
meetings wre held in the Seventh D ay Adventist Church. 
The F irst Mennonite Church was formally organized 
in April, 1922. A frame structure was built in the coun
try, about two miles west of Shafter, to house the new 
congregation. The first paster called was Bernhard Jan- 
ren; others serving in the early years were Henry Wiebe, 
Isaac Friesen, and H. J. Gaede.

In 1929 the church closed its doors when m any of 
the families left the community. The structure was dis
mantled and the remaining families worshipped with 
other congregations, the Mennonite Brethren and the 
Baptists. In a sense, the F irs t Mennonite Church was 
transferred north to Dos Palos, California, where some 
of the families settled and where a church was in effect 
for a few years.

In 1936 the F irst M ennonite Church was again or
ganized with an influx of some of the old families and 
some new ones as well; Rev. H. J. Krehbiel of Reedley 
was very helpful in the reorganization. Meetings were 
held in a school classroom for some time with J. R. 
Bergen and Albert Schmidt as ministers. In 1937 the 
new red brick structure of the F irs t M ennonite Church 
in the city of Shafter was completed and dedicated. O th
ers who have served the church as ministers are G ustav 
Frey, Edgar Toevs, Arthur D. Wenger, John Bartel, and 
the present minister, Earnest Schroeder. The church 
membership a t present stands a t about seventy-five.

i A MENNONITE REFERENCE LIBRARY
In this issue, as in each October number, we are I 

again presenting the annual index. Your back issues I 
I thus become more valuable and deserve to be kept j 
! for future reference. For this purpose we are offering ? 
I a sturdy black binder with MENNONITE LIFE stamp- | 
[ cd in gold or. the cover. This binder will hold ten i 
| issue and is offered for S2.00.

All back issues (since 194B) are still available end I 
j are offered at a special rate of $3.50 for any ten j 
j copies. All seven years of publication are now also 2 
! available in three bound volumes as announced on j 
| tho inside front cover.

Address all correspondence: 
j MENNONITE LIFE
j North Newton, Kansas
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(Left) ihe Abraham I. Kroeker family about 1903. "Raduga" pub
lishing house administration end staff, Halbstadt, Russia. Hein
rich Braun (seated, center) Abraham J. Kroeker (right of center) 
and David Issac (left of center) were the owners of "Rcduga."

21. f tr o e fe r —  ftn r .tilic  u infjrcnb her erften  3  n in e  fe in e r  X ä tin fc U  tin  her „Jyr icb c iiv ftu m u i'.'' „M n b u n n ,"  ftn lb fsn b t, 15)11: T c u ib
? f n a l :, -fetu rirf) syriunt (IW itte ) , 2 lb r. f lr o e fe r .

ABRAHAM J .  K R O E K E R - - W r i t e r  a n d  P u b l i s h e r
A BRAHAM  J. Kroeker was bom  November 28, / |

y  |  1863 in the village t>f Rosenort, M olotschna, 
^  Ukraine. From  1881 to 1887 he taught school.
In 1889 he joined the Mennonite Brethren Church and 
served as evangelist from 1891 to 1897. From  1897 till 
1918 he edited and published the yearbook, Christlicher 
Familienkalender. This yearbook is still a valuable source 
of inform ation pertaining to the religious and the eco
nomic life of the Mennonites of Russia,

In cooperation with his cousin Jacob Kroeker, he 
started the publication of the first M ennonite periodical 
in Russia in 1903 named Die Friedensstimme. In 1904 
he joined with others in the founding of the publishing 
enterprise and printshop named Raduga  a t H albstadt, 
Molotschna, of which he was the m anager until 1920.

In October, 1921 he had to  flee, arriving in America 
via Constantinople in April, 1922. At first he lived in 
W innipeg later moving to M ountain Lake, Minnesota.

Here he established a book store and wrote and pub
lished several books dealing with the M ennonites in 
Russia and his experience under Communism. M eine 
Flucht, which was translated into the English (M y  
Flight) , and Bilder aus Soviet-Russland  are two of the 
titles.

Kroeker had married Agatha Langemänn, September 
10, 1892. His fam ily followed him to M ountain Lake in 
1924. A. J. Kroeker died in M ountain Lake, M innesota, 
November 22, 1944. Mrs. Kroeker lives with her daugh
ter, M argaretha, in Winnipeg. The other children— 
Jacob, M artin, Agathe, Abraham and  John—live in the 
United States and Canada.

A. J. Kroeker made a significant contribution in the 
realm of Mennonite writing and publishing in which 
field he was one of the pioneers among the Mennonites 
in Russia.



M i l l i  TU I I4R K E T -  
P I I L U I I f l U

By DOROTHY M. HUNSBERGER

ACH Sunday after morning worship a t the Deep 
Run Mennonite church in Bucks County, Pennsyl
vania, has adjourned, a group of men can fce seen 

gathered outside for a second meeting—this time of a 
more informal nature. They are the congregation’s 14 per 
cent who are engaged in the butter, egg, and poultry busi
ness and whose wives can’t drag them away for an early 
dinner before they have had a chance to exchange the 
latest shop talk and going-to-m arket anecdotes.

Since the days of W illiam Penn when Bucks was one 
of Pennsylvania’s three existing counties, going to m arket 
has been a principal occupation among Menncnites and 
in popularity is probably only second to farming itself. 
In Bucks County and adjacent M ontgom ery County 
there are some 150 men who belong to  the Eastern Penn
sylvania B utter and Egg D istributors association while 
approxim ately 150 more are engaged in the same busi
ness bu t do not belong to the association. Of this num 
ber, it is estimated tha t about half are either Mennonites 
or come from a Mennonite background.

In many instances, it is not unusual to find families 
who have been engaged in the m arket or produce busi
ness for several generations.

Philadelphia, only thirty  miles away and the nation's 
third largest metropolis, .provides a natural outlet for the 
products of this rich agricultural area. Even as early as 
1683, enterprising Bucks Countians picked up a few ex
tra dollars by riding horseback to Philadelphia with 
paniers of farm produce slung over their horses.

In the Days of the Revolution
T hat they were an im portant source of food for P h ila 

delphia during Revolutionary days was shown when the 
British commander, General Howe, who had gained pos
session of Philadelphia, tried to prevent Mennonite farm 
ers from bringing their .product to town. Howe hoped tc 
starve American patriots until they were forced to  sur
render, bu t the farmers needed the m arket and persisted 
in sneaking into the city a t great risk of imprisonment.

The story is told of one M ennonite farmer who was 
caught by British officials when he undertook to supply 
his customers in the usual manner. His prospects looked 
gloomy but, endowed with a sweet voice and a strong 
faith, he kept in a cheerful mood. All night long he charm 
ed and amused the watchmen with his exquisite music. 
In fact, his jovial nature and fine music so delighted his 
captors tha t they released him the next morning.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Mayer, at Reading Terminal Market, 
Philadelphia. They are members of Blooming Glen Mennon

ite Church.

From Sheds to Terminal Market
These early m arket men and their N ineteenth Cen

tu ry  successors, who switched from horseback to 
conestoga-type m arket wagons, continued to  play an 
im portant role in the city’s history, causing many a 
civic controversy over the mushroom assortm ent of stalls 
th a t began blocking several of Philadelphia’s main 
thoroughfares on W ednesday and Saturday. As the ex
panding m arket in a growing city became more and more 
of a bottleneck, city councilmen faced the problem of 
finding a location large enough in a spot where it 
wouldn’t be a nuisance to residents or hinder the city’s 
commerce.

In one of these attem pts to expand m arket facilities, 
indignant residents succeeded in tearing down the new 
building by night as fast as it was erected during the 
day. It wasn’t until 1858 tha t the last of the m arket sheds 
were moved from the middle of the streets to other quar
ters. Now, the best-known of the city m arkets is the one 
occupying the basement of the Reading Terminal build
ing—one which covers alm ost the area of an entire city 
block.

Housewives Help
Philadelphia housewives, eager to buy corn on the 

cob still sweet with its natural juices, country-made 
scrapple and chickens tha t were cackling on the farm 
just the day before, flock to this term inal m arket where
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Since William Penn, Mennonites have been selling produce in Philadelphia. Some 30G now follow this occupation.

they have learned to tru st the Moyers, Alderfers, and 
other M ennonite farmers from Bucks, Montgomery, and 
Lancaster counties.

Since going to m arket is a  family affair for m any 
of the term inal tenants, it is not unusual to  see the stalls 
tended by plump Mennonite women whose black bon
nets are in direct contrast to the white uniform s de
manded by m arket regulations. On the days when they 
don’t go to market, these same women m ay help with 
the butchering, tend a garden tha t produces fresh to 
matoes, string beans, and peppers for city consum p
tion, or they m ay get up early to  bake Pennsylvania 
D utch shoo-fly pie and other delicacies to be sold a t their 
stalls.

N ot all of Bucks County's produce men, however, 
occupy stalls in the Term inal M arket. M any of them 
operate street routes, serving a regular group of cus
tomers, who m ay be the middle-class population of older 
Philadelphia or the socially prominent of the city’s fam 
ous “M ain Line.”

In Grandfather’s Time
Going to m arket until ju s t a few decades ago was 

an elaborate occasion, one th a t required great prepara
tion, the cooperation of the whole neighborhood and the 
excitement of staying overnight in the “big city.”

Historians, recording events along famous Old York 
Road, one of the leading entries to  Philadelphia, tell of 
the procession of farm-wagons th a t could be seen strugg
ling through the mire of unpaved road, their wagons a l

m ost touching each other in order th a t drivers and 
horses would have company and assistance if trouble 
occured. Horses were stuffed with food three or four 
days ahead and, as a result, often lay down suffering 
with cramps.

Then too, to lighten the horses’ load, the marketmen 
usually made part or half of their journey on foot. In 
later years, the produce was often shipped by train  or 
trolley and horses were rented in the city to carry the 
farmers over their scheduled route.

Once the strenuous road to m arket had been con
quered, however, there were any num ber of compensa
tions for the eager farmers who had m any anecdotes to 
tell on their return. There were tales of marketmen who 
had their pockets picked or turkeys stolen and tales of 
the dreaded clerk of weights and measures who would 
confiscate any article found short in weight and then, 
to  impress the uninitiated, there was the frightening story 
of the massive iron chain which stretched across the en
trance to  the city and, according to the legend, it was 
necessary for the lad going on his first m arket trip  to 
gnaw this iron chain in two.

Thus, going to m arket was more than a means of 
earning one’s livelihood. It was a social event th a t m ar
ked one as a m an of distinction. At night, the hucksters 
reunited in a “Canterbury” atmosphere at one of sev
eral hotels which catered to the country men. They ex
changed tall stories, visited a nearby ice cream parlor, 

(Continued on page 179)

Grandfather's market-day trips to Philadelphia differed from a ride in today's walk-in trucks.

i



PIGEON
Smallest but not necessarily the least is the pigeon. Not 
only does he provide lood but he has proven himself a 
capable messenger when other of man's ingenious means 

of communication fail. He is first in our gallery.

DUCK
Proclaiming his right in the barnyard in raucous and 
strident tones is the quacking duck. At Christmas time he 
comes into his own as he graces our dinner tables. Those 
soft downy feathers—how could we do without them?

TURKEY
It seems that Thanksgiving somehow grew around the 
turkey— at least he has become synonomous with all 
things concerning that festal day. He is a majestic picture 

as he struts proudly—truly a king of the farmyard!

CHICKEN
The rooster is credited with being man's first alarm clock. 
Perhaps even more outstanding is his ability to supply us 
with those delicious Sunday chicken dinners. And who 
could think of breakfast without the hen's contribution.

GOOSE
While the duck is small and the turkey a bit dry. nothing 
can compare with the flavor of a well-roasted goose. Then 
too, there is nothing like a mattress made of goose feathers. 
Strutting stately, the goose appears aloof from other birds.

GUINEA
Perhaps there are those who will resent the inclusion of 
this noisy "friend" of man. Their eggs are small and their 
meat has a gamy flavor. But hawks are seldom seen about 
barnyards where sharp-beaked and alert guineas patrol.

*
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David and Helena Riesen Goertz were among Ihe first Mennonite pioneers in Kansas from Russia. 
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C O m i ß U T I O H S  III l 'IO N E E R  D A V ID  D D E R Z
BY D. C. W EDEL

T H ER E is an interpretation of history which in
sists tha t it is the great men who live from time 
to  tim e who bring about events. H istory is really 

written in terms of great men. Their contribution is so 
outstanding th a t all of history which follows is changed. 
We m ay not subscribe to this theory b u t the tru th  re
mains, nevertheless, th a t there are leaders in a nation, 
among a .people, who influence both events of the present 
and those who participate in them, and in consequence 
all of posterity.

The importance of immediate events is never evident 
a t the moment when they occur. Thus June 28, 1849, the 
day when D avid Goerz was born, was not only a day 
which brought joy and happiness to Heinrich and Agne- 
tha Goerz and a few relatives in the village of Neu- 
bereslav near Berdjansk, Russia; the full significance of 
this event is still dawning upon us. Already during his 
youth David Goerz displayed qualities which elicited 
the wish from his mother th a t he m ight become either 
a minister or a teacher. It was not long until he dis

tinguished himself as an outstanding student a t the 
Orloff Vereinschule a t M olotschna. While in school he 
earned part of his expenses. I t was here th a t his teacher 
taught him the a rt of surveying, which he used extensive
ly later on the Bethel College campus. His proficiency 
in his study and work program led to an office position 
with the large Cornies estate. His work was so well done 
tha t he was given additional responsibilities.

At the age of eighteen, D avid Goerz began his teach
ing career in Berdjansk. His eighteenth year was impor
tan t also because it marked the year of his baptism  which 
he described as a “wonderful experience.” He gave pri
vate instructions to  the children of Cornelius Janzen at 
Berdjansk. Berdjansk not only gave him the opportunity 
to exercise his pedagogical ability  bu t it was here tha t 
he m et Helene Riesen who la ter became his wife. They 
were m arried June 29, 1870, after which he continued 
his teaching career for several years. Then followed 
the exciting events which led to  the imm igration to 
America.
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The Great Migration
The migration to America was preceded by a steady 

correspondence with his friend Bernhard W arkentin who 
had arrived in America June 5, 1872. In these letters 
W arkentin told of his experience in meeting leading Men- 
nonites already here, railroad and land agents, and rep
resentatives of the government. There were descriptions 
of the prairie states and what could be expected by those 
who might want to settle there. D avid Goerz would copy 
these letters, often spending m ost of the night in this 
way in order to make them available to those who were 
thinking seriously of m igrating from the various villages. 
He also kept his friend in America well informed as to 
the impression these letters made.

In one of these letters D avid Goerz revealed that 
Berdjansk, where he, Elder L. Sudermann and C. Jansen 
lived, was the nucleus of the migration movement. In a 
letter dated January  28, 1873, he wrote th a t L. Suder
mann had been elected as a delegate to  investigate the 
conditions in America. He also' informed his friend tha t 
the neighboring colony, Bergthal, had five hundred fam i
lies who desired to  come to America.

D avid Goerz and his wife had decided to come to 
America with a group of Crimean Mennonites, bu t were 
detained because of difficulties in getting their passports. 
They arrived in November of the year 1873 and proceeded 
to Summerfield, Illinois, where Goerz taught in a Men- 
nonite school. In 1875, D avid Goerz w ith a group of 
Summerfield Mennonites settled a t H alstead, Kansas. 
Here he served as editor of Zur H eimat, and manager of 
the W estern Publishing House. When the im m igration 
tide brought m any poor people who could not pay for 
their passage, a relief agency was organized bearing the 
nam e “The Mennonite Board of G uardians.” D avid 
Goerz served as an agent and secretary of this Board 
for sixteen years and was helpful in seeing immigrants

through customs, procuring railroad transportation for 
them, helping them in their exchange of money, and see
ing them located in their new western homes.

D avid Goerz believed in cooperation and organized 
the first M ennonite Teachers Conference in Kansas in 
1877 where the resolution was adopted to call a meeting 
of the K ansas Conference which la ter became the W es
tern D istrict Conference. This action was possible be
cause the ministers had been invited to the Teachers’ 
Conference which met in the home of Heinrich Richert, 
Alexanderwohl. For years D avid Goerz was either secre
tary  or chairman of the Conference. He likewise served 
as a trustee of the Conference from 1887 until his health 
began to fail. The constitution of the Conference adopted 
in 1896 was largely his work. When a committee of three 
was formed which was to subm it a plan to  the Con
ference for carrying on home and foreign mission work 
David Goerz was again in the m idst of this work. In 
1880 he organized the Mennonite M utual F ire Insurance 
Company for the protection of the early pioneers ex
posed to devastating prairie fires.

Publication and Missions
When in 1875 the Goerz’ followed the stream of M en

nonite immigration to the West, his little paper, Zur 
Heimat, which he had started in Summerfield, also was 
transferred. He continued its publication for six years 
a t Halstead, Kansas. Zur H eim at was published by the 
W estern Publishing Company of which W. M. Ewert, B. 
W arkentin, D avid Goerz, Peter Wiebe, and John Leh
m an were directors.

In 1881 the German publication of the Eastern D is
trict Conference Der M ennonitische Friedensbote, and 
Zur H eim at were merged, the new Conference paper be
ing called Christlicher Bundesbote, published by  the G en
eral Conference Mennonite Church.

David Goerz was one of those who, having found

David Goerz was editor of the pioneer periodical, Zur Heimath, and manager of the publishing house.
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the “pearl of great price,” was also ready to share it. He 
early developed an interest both in home and foreign 
missions. In 1890 he read a paper on home missions be
fore the General Conference which was published in 1892.

In 1900 he made a trip to India to distribute 8,000 
bushels of donated "'rain among the starving natives, and 
to investigate the possibilities of carrying on foreign 
mission work. He found a suitable location around 
Champa, where the mission to the lepers was later estab
lished by the late P. A. Penner.

Bethel College
D avid Goerz was closely connected with the found

ing of the H alstead Seminary which later became Bethel 
College. To understand Goerz’ contribution to education 
we should sketch briefly the beginnings of Bethel Col
lege. This takes us back to the old H alstead Seminary 
which was founded in the fall of 1883 as a school which 
was to train teachers.

At times when the support of the H alstead Seminary 
was very uncertain, when the congregations belonging to 
the Kansas Conference failed to raise the budget, David 
Goerz dreamed of collecting an endowment fund to make 
the school self supporting. W hile struggling with this 
problem of the expansion of the Seminary, an offer came 
which completely surprised the Mennonites. An organi
zation called “The Newton College Association” had been 
in the race with W infield to have the M ethodist college 
located a t Newton. Winfield had won the race and New
ton now made an offer for the erection of a Mennonite 
college.

A special session of the Conference was called on 
April 27, 1887, to consider the offer. However, no deci
sion could be reached. The question was now subm itted 
that if the Conference would not accept the Newton 
offer, would it give permission for the form ation of a 
society which might accept the offer and build a college. 
This idea was accepted by the Conference and a cor
poration was formed and a charter drawn up, naming

The beginning of Belhel College on !he open prairie as visualized and promoted by men like David Goerz.



Belhel College group, 1899. Among the faculty (fourth row f;om bottom) are C. H. Wedel. David Goerc. and G. A. Haury.

the college “Bethel.” The incorporators appointed a board 
of trustees consisting of John J. Krehbiel, Bernhard W ar- 
kentin, D avid Goerz, Heinrich Ewert, D. C. Ruth, A bra
ham Quiring, C. R. Mclain, J. M. Ragsdale, and A. B. 
Gilbert.

The question of whether to accept the Newton offer 
was by no means the only difficulty in getting Bethel 
College established. There were hardships and discour
agements of various kinds.

The cornerstone of the adm inistration building of 
Bethel College was laid on October 12, 1888. Even be
fore the building was completed it was evident th a t the 
college would need more buildings. This need was partly  
m et when the buildings of the H alstead Seminary were 
.purchased, and the best of those brought to the Bethel 
College campus. D avid Goerz continued to  work a t this 
problem of finding ways and means for student housing. 
W hen the need for a girls dorm itory became acute, 
confiding his need to  his friend Peter Jansen, he urged 
the la tte r  to write Andrew Carnegie expressing this need. 
Somewhat dubious about the outcome of this venture, 
Peter Jansen wrote and soon had a reply which held 
little promise for a gift. Jansen wanted to give up, but 
not so D avid Goerz. He insisted on further negotiations 
and told Jansen w hat he should write and how he should 
make this urgent need clear to Carnegie. D avid Goerz’ 
persistence through Jansen brought a gift of $10,000 
for the dorm itory now known as Carnegie Hall.

When Bethel College opened its doors in fall of 
1893 with C. H. Wedel as the first president, D avid

Goerz served as the first business manager. He wanted 
Bethel to be the best school possible. He was interested in 
securing the best faculty possible for Bethel.

D avid Goerz wanted the Bethel campus to be beau
tiful. The monum ent to this desire is seen in the home 
he bu ilt on the campus—Goerz Hall. This dem onstrated 
careful planning and fine Landscaping. It was in p lan
ning for the beauty of the campus th a t he made fre
quent use of his knowledge of surveying which he had 
learned in Russia.

David Goerz continued to serve Bethel until 1910, 
when ill health compelled him to relinquish this work. 
Bethel was, however, always in his thought. Even in his 
death he expressed his concern for Bethel, calling his 
son Rudolph to his side he said, “You will do for our 
Bethel w hat you can, won’t you?” Upon being reassured 
by Rudolph th a t he would do w hat he could, David 
Goerz smiled and breathed his last.

Hospital Work
D avid Goerz was not only a pioneer in our educa

tional development but also in deaconess work. W ho
ever else m ay have entertained the thought th a t there 
was a place in the work of God’s Kingdom for women 
who were consecrated for work of this type, he was the 
first to express this interest and act upon it. In 1890 he 
read a paper before the General Conference convening 
in South D akota emphasizing the importance of this 
and showing th a t it logically belonged in the area of 
home missions. His paper was based upon a wide read-
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The ground breaking of ihe Bethel Deaconness Home, 1925, with Mrs. Bernhard Warkentin officiating.
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ing of books, and pamphlets. The more he read the more 
he became interested.

Three years later, when the Conference met in Ohio, 
the subject was discussed again and as a result, the 
Board of Home Missions was instructed by the Con
ference to make this work its concern. Nothing more was 
done for some years. However, in 1900 the late Sister 
Frieda K aufm an expressed her interest in deaconess work 
and presented herself as a candidate to D avid Goerz. 
This posed a real problem. W hen D avid Goerz was ready 
to leave for India in the interest of missions and food 
distribution, he made a vow th a t if he would return in 
safety he would do all he could to see the deaconess work 
established. Meanwhile he made arrangem ents a t Bethel 
College to have Sister Frieda begin preparatory studies. 
The next step in the development of deaconess work 
was the action taken by directors who arranged to have 
candidates continue their education and specific training 
in the Deaconess H ospital in Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
Board of Directors of Bethel College next undertook to 
form the Bethel Deaconess Home and H ospital Society. 
The state charter was granted on M arch 30, 1903.

Two years later the society bought w hat are now the 
hospital grounds. In 1907 the contract for the erection of 
a hospital was executed, and on June 11, 1908 the build
ing was dedicated. On the same day the first three 
deaconesses—Sister Frieda K aufm an, Sister Catherine 
Voth, and Sister Ida Epp—were ordained and installed 
into service.

As Minister
David Goerz had ability as a m inister and as such 

he touched m any lives. His sermons are described as 
having been models of clear thought and logical arrange
ment. Congregations to be visited by Goerz waited for 
his coming with anticipation not only for the content

of the sermon bu t also for its effective presentation. 
While his sermons were prim arily expository sermons he 
always insisted on a practical Christianity without min
imizing the deeper sp iritual life. They were the product 
of careful preparation and much prayer. As a pastor he 
possessed a deeply sym pathetic nature. He could enter 
into the discouragement, disappointm ent, and sorrow of 
people and infuse comfort to  the m ost dejected. W ith 
the tenderness of feeling he possessed, it was not always 
easy to be obedient to  the demands which his logical 
thinking made upon him. Yet when his feelings th reat
ened to swerve him from his duty, he always refused 
to follow his feelings.

David Goerz had m any opportunities to serve people 
in a spiritual ministry. The H alstead congregation called 
him and ordained him in 1878. In 1897 he became pastor 
of the Bethel College M ennonite Church. His ministry 
to the young people is especially remembered by those 
whom he served.

D avid Goerz was a lover of music, and especially 
loved the chorales in the Gesangbuch m it Noten. He 
took a prom inent part in the publication of the Kleiner 
Liederschatz and a t least one song in the Gesangbuch 
m it Noten  is published under his name. He often led 
both local and com m unity choirs.

D avid Goerz loved books. He read extensively and 
being blessed with a retentive memory could use much 
of what he read. He was well read both in the field of 
literature and in theology, although biography and the 
sciences came in for their share of time. He had an ex
tensive library and contributed much to the founding 
of the Bethel College library.

D avid Goerz loved to travel. Although his travels 
were m ostly for business purposes he thoroughly enjoyed 
them. His travels and literary activity made him one
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of the most widely-known and respected men in the 
M ennonite church. D avid Goerz in a sense, was a lonely 
man, a lone worker. H is ideas, his dreams, his aspira
tions were so far ahead of his people th a t there were 
often only a few who understood w hat he was trying 
to do. B u t he had patience to wait and to work until 
the people too, would catch something of his vision and 
his dreams. The word “defeat” had no place in his vo
cabulary. He had clarity of thought th a t could bring 
order out of chaos. When involved questions came before 
the Conference, his keen analysis would point the Con
ference in the right direction. Much of his success may 
be due to the fact th a t he always worked with restless 
energy, often spending m any hours of the night at work 
because the day had been too short.

The contributions of D avid Goerz were the ripened 
fru it of a rich life. Were we to summarize the activities 
of D avid Goerz one would need to say tha t he was a 
Mennonite pioneer, a business executive, a teacher, an 
editor, a surveyor, a relief worker, a m inister and elder, 
a merchant, a fam ily man, a com m unity leader, but 
above everything else a m an of God.
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Four letterheads of Mennonite Institutions in which David 
Goerz’ name appears in a responsible position.

Now a ladies' dormitory, David Goerz built this residence on the Bethel College campus in 1893.
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Gustav Harder
By ED ITH CLAASSEN GRÄBER

GUSTAV H arder for m any years revered elder of 
the Em m aus M ennonite Church, W hitewater, 
Kansas, and for th irty  years treasurer of the 

Board of Foreign Missions of the General Conference 
Mennonite Church, was a youth of eighteen when, with 
other Mennonites of W est P russia, he came to the New 
World. In the Old World he might soon have faced the 
issue of m ilitary service. Having a sensitive conscience 
on this m atter, the father, Bernhard Harder, w ith his 
two sons, Johann and Gustav, and their step mother, 
Justine (Bergman) left the ancestral home in Prussia 
to found a new home across the ocean.

Pioneering* in Kansas
G ustav, born M arch 19, 1856, had been bu t a lad of 

five when his mother died. L ater his father married again 
and the boys, G ustav and Johann enjoyed a home where 
love and Christian concern surrounded them. At the age 
of sixteen G ustav was baptized and received into the

Gustav and Helena Kroeker Harder in 1880 in Prussia.

OhiitrtU Jpnrbcr, DleHcftcr itnb Mürberer bev VJiiffiuu in:ter ten 
HHcuiumitcii 'Jlmevifn*.

Heubuden Mennonite Church by Elder Gerhard Penner.
W ith the prospect of conscription and some form of 

m ilitary training in Prussia, some Mennonites thought 
of migration. They listened with interest to the report 
of Elder Wilhelm Ewert who in 1873 had accompanied 
a delegation to  America. In the spring of 1874 the Bern- 
hard H arder fam ily together with others of the Heubuden 
Church, sold their estates and came to  America.

After visiting relatives at Halstead, Kansas, the H ar
ders set out to  buy land. They wished to buy a large 
block of land because there were seven families who 
wanted to form a com m unity and because friends in 
Germany had requested them to buy land in an area 
which would perm it further expansion, so tha t they too, 
could come to America.

They had considered Kansas and Nebraska. C. B. 
Schmidt, representative of the Santa Fe Railroad, was 
eager to show them the land of his company. When they 
found no suitable piece of land near the railroad, Schmidt 
suggested tha t if they buy land about 15 or 20 miles 
away, it m ight be possible to have a railroad built near 
the land. The seven families decided to do this, buying 
land in northwestern B utler County—6 sections at $5 
an acre. One and one-half of these sections belonged to 
the H arder family.

Stopping in Newton to buy horses, harness, wagons, 
and mowing machines, they set out on M onday for their
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G. C. Mennonite Foreign Mission Board. 1912, at Harder Home, (left to right) Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Regier, H. D. Penner. 
J. W. Kliewer, S. M. Musselman. Second car, next to driver, P. H. Richert, A. S. Shelly, Gustav and Mrs. Harder.

land. When they reached it, rather late in the day, they 
could see only sky and prairie grass. They cut the grass 
and stacked it m an high, set up boards against it in 
tent fashion and slept under the boards or on top of the 
hay. Harders had not yet bought a cow so their food for 
the first week was coffee with bread and syrup.

A carpenter had accompanied the settlers from H al
stead. He erected the first building in the settlement, a 
granary, on H arder’s land. Elder W. Ewert came from 
Hillsboro to conduct the first worship service in this

granary. This building also served as H arder’s first home.
The family lived through m any inconveniences of 

pioneer life before they became established. All lum ber 
had to be hauled 15 miles from Peabody on wagons. The 
streams had to be forded because there were no bridges.

Establishing a Home
In 1879 G ustav H arder took a journey back to the 

fatherland arriving there just in time for Christmas. 
During this visit he became well acquainted with Helene

Directors of Bethel Deaconness Home and Hospital Society, March, 1911. (Seated, left to right) Herman Suderman, J. W. 
Regier. H. E. Suderman. Gustav Harder. Abraham Ratzlaif, and J. W. Penner. (Standing) C. F. Claassen, R. A. Goerz,

and Jacob Isaac.
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Kröker whom he had known before. They were married 
on M ay 25, 1880. When they started  to America in 
August, they took with them a large Flügel grand piano, 
which had been a gift to Helene on her sixteenth b irth 
day. They also took some beautiful porcelain China.

When the couple arrived a t Peabody they were re
ceived by a group of relatives and friends. At first they 
lived with their parents bu t after a busy sum m er’s work, 
they moved into their newly built home ju st a t Christ
mas time in 1881.

“Through happiness and sorrow . . . these dear folk 
carried life’s load together in love. They experienced that 
shared sorrow is diminished sorrow and shared joy is 
creased joy.’’ They were well suited to each other, each 
holding a great love and affection for the other. Both 
were very hospitable and friendly and had a great love 
for missions. To this union were born two children, Helen 
and Bernhard.

The birthdays of G ustav H arder were festive occa
sions. Relatives and friends were invited to come and 
thank the Lord for His blessings. The guests came early in 
the day. At four o’clock a Vesper of coffee, Blechkuchen 
and Schnittchen  was served. Supper consisted of meat, 
beans and fruit. Later in the evening a worship service 
was held with Elder Leonhard Suderm ann often presid
ing.

Serving1 the Sinmaus Church
G ustav H arder did little actual farming, especially 

in later years. His time was occupied with desk work 
and pastoral work. Hired hands took care of the farm. 
He followed in his father’s footsteps and became Vor
sänger of the newly founded Em m aus Mennonite congre
gation. The Gesangbuch ohne Noten  was used. It was 
the Vorsängsr’s duty to know the melody for each song

Foreign Mission Board, Beatrice, Nebraska, 1908. (Left to 
right, seated) S. F. Sprunger, A. B. Shelly, and Gustav 
Harder. (Standing) J. W. Kliewer, C. H. A. van der Smissen, 

and C. H. Wedel.

and begin the song on the proper note, for there was no 
musical accompaniment. G ustav H arder had an excep
tionally clear voice for this work.

As early as 1884, he was elected as minister of the 
Em m aus church. In 1902 he was advanced to the elder
ship. In his obituary we read: “F or a long period of years 
he served the Em m aus church in preaching the word 
and administering the sacraments. M any of the members 
of the church received instruction and baptism  from him, 
on happy occasions when young people entered into the 
state of m atrim ony he officiated, and when dear ones 
shed tears a t the graves of departed ones, he brought 
to them the words of consolation.” He was often deeply 
touched with the truths of the Bible. I t is said th a t he 
seldom preached a sermon w ithout being moved to tears.

H arder wrote out all his sermons. In his later years, 
he read these in church in a clear, slow deliberate m an
ner. In his early years, however, he memorized them, re
hearsing in an em pty schoolhouse near the H arder home, 
When finished with a sermon, he carefully filed it away 
and occasionally used it again later. Approximately 500 
sermons have been preserved and are located in the 
Mennonite Historical L ibrary a t N orth Newton, Kansas. 
These are sermons for birthdays, funerals, weddings, or
dination, communion services, Advent, Lent, etc.

Pioneer in Missions and Education
Though Elder H arder was vitally interested in the 

growth of the church a t home, he did not confine him 
self to this work. Everything th a t pertained to the up
building of God's kingdom in the Conference incurred his 
lively interest. He was elected to the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the General Conference Mennonite Church 
in 1890 and three years later elected to be treasurer of 
this Board. This office he held until his death, a period 
of 30 years.

His interest in the cause of missions was one of the 
passions of his life. This was evident in his sermons, 
his conversation, and his handling of Mission Board 
work. He was always delighted to tell about the wonder
ful work of God tha t our missionaries were doing. In 
this connection he also did a great deal of traveling— 
visiting churches and attending Mission Board meetings. 
Among the missionaries a t whose ordination services 
he preached are: Mrs. J. B. Ediger, C. H. Suckau, Eliz
abeth Goerz, P. W. and M athilde Penner, Anna Braun, 
J. B. Epp, G. A. Linscheid, G. A. Kliewer, Peter and 
Jenny Baehr and Albert Claassen and at the wedding 
of Rodolphe and Bertha Petter.

While in this work he edited and arranged a pamphlet, 
A Review of the Rise and Progress of the M ission A ctivi
ties of the General Conference of M ennonites of North  
America (1915). Perhaps the purpose of this work can 
be recognized in the sentence, “It is extremely profitable 
to trace the footprints of our God and Savior in the 
genesis and development of any work in His kingdom 
from its earliest beginnings to the present time com
paring them with now.
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Gustav and Helena Harder at Silver wedding anniversary.

The Mission Board greatly appreciated the work of 
Harder. After his death, a friend wrote this tribute! “N ot 
only in the Mission Board, where one found in him a 
veteran and experienced senior, bu t also in the whole 
mission field, his death will cause a painful gap. The 
Lord gave the mission cause much when He gave it 
B rother H arder.”

His loving devotion to G od’s work was found in other 
fields also. When Bethel College was established G ustav 
H arder assumed an active part and for a num ber of years 
served that institution as a member of its Board of 
Directors. He was also a member of the Board of D i
rectors on the Bethel Deaconess Hospital.

Eventide
On M ay 25, 1905, the Harders celebrated their sil

ver wedding anniversary to which the entire Em m aus 
church as well as the Foreign Mission Board were in
vited. An implement shed was cleared up for the day and 
the entire celebration took place on the farm. Four hun
dred people gathered, m any coming from miles away. 
Together they thanked God for His graciousness to these, 
H is children.

On September 30, 1919, his beloved wife passed away, 
leaving him alone for the end of life’s journey. He found 
comfort in the words always before him on his desk and 
later in the hospital—“The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty to  save.” A few years later H arder 
became sick and after an illness of several weeks in 
Bethel Hospital, he died on June 16, 1923. He was laid

to rest in the small H arder cemetery just across the road 
from his home.

Thus closed the earthly life of a sincere and devout 
servant of God. A beautiful tribute was paid him in this 
sentence— “Brother H arder was one of the G rand Old 
Men of the Conference, beloved by all.”

GOING TO M ARKET, PH ILA DELPHIA
(Continued from page 167)

took baths in a real bath tub, and finally fell asleep 
hours after their tired horses had called it a day.

“Huckstering” Today 
Since then, the caravan of m arket wagons struggling 

through the m ud have been replaced by a steady pro
cession of walk-in trucks, and going to m arket today 
is only a m atter of an hour’s ride to the city.

Perhaps some of the enchantm ent of the old days is 
gone, but the Bucks County Mennonite who tends stall 
in the m arket or delivers his products directly to his cus
tom er’s door, will tell you tha t he wouldn’t trade his 
job for a daily eight-to-five office or mill job. In the 
produce business, he is his own employer, he has a 
chance to work outdoors part of the time and he is ex
posed to wider horizons than he would have been had 
he remained on the farm. Y et he has not lost complete 
contact with the soil—he is the link between the country 
and the city, enjoying his access to the two modes of 
living.

A Pioneer Family
History of One Branch of The Krehbiel Family, by 

W. J. Krehbiel. Published by the author, McPherson, 
Kansas, 1950. 100 pp., paper bound, $2.00.

Jost Krehbiel was born before 1670, migrated from 
Switzerland to Germany, and in 1709 bought the Prim - 
merhof in the Palatinate. A fifth generation descendant 
of Jost was John Carl Krehbiel, who came to America in 
1833 and six years later brought his fam ily to the fron
tier in Lee County, Iowa. There he became a Mennonite 
minister and served the church faithfully for many years. 
Among his children was John Jacob who moved to H ar
vey County, Kansas, in 1879. John Jacob’s son W illiam 
John is the author of this book.

Included in the book is a description of the source 
materials, including seventy-four old letters, used for this 
history, .a seven page account of the Krehbiel family and 
an eleven page article on Mennonite life in the P a la 
tinate by John Carl Krehbiel, a twenty-page biography of 
John Carl Krehbiel, and a twenty-eight page biography of 
of John Carl’s son J. J. and his family. A listing of ten 
generations of the Krehbiel family and short accounts 
of related families of the Leisy and R uth  lineage contri
bute additional genealogical information.

To the church historian very likely the m ost valuable 
sections of the book are the chapters dealing with life 
in the P alatinate and the biography of John Carl Kreh
biel, perhaps the first M ennonite minister to be ordained 
west of the Mississippi. Readers who enjoy accounts of 
pioneer life will appreciate the well told stories of this 
volume.

—M elvin Gingerich
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Comrade Hildebrandt
by  h e n r y  j a n z e n

JT WAS in the gloomy year of 1921, when I was a 
student a t the Business School in Gnadenfeld, R u s
sia. Gloomy in more ways than  one: Red tribunals 

roam ed the Mennonite colonies, trying farmers who could 
not pay their taxes and condemning them to six and 
seven years imprisonm ent with the loss of all rights. 
Fam ine was staring a t us with its hollow eyes and swol
len face. To add to all this, the Extraordinary Commis
sion (Tshrezvetshaika) harassed the people.

Sometimes I wonder how we managed to m uster 
enough courage to do any studying. At th a t age all the 
horrible things impress themselves deeply upon the pli
able mind. In tim e the impressions harden and remain 
ju s t like the footprints of prehistoric monsters remain 
until today on the rocks of a certain geological epoch. 
Perhaps th a t is why those memories are still with us and 
to this day I have occasional nightm ares which take me 
back to  those days and fears we lived through long ago.

I t was a dark November day when the Extraordinary 
Commission came to Gnadenfeld. Orders were given to 
bring all firearms and am m unition and dump them into 
an abandoned cellar a t the rear of the local store. P lay 
ing the part of “generous friends of the people,” the Com
mission perm itted this to be done during the night, so 
that anyone afraid of the consequences could get rid of 
his unlawful possessions w ithout being recognized. 
W hether there were any firearms in Gnadenfeld or not, 
I did not know, bu t I knew as well as anyone else, tha t 
if they would be brought to the old cellar it would cer
tainly mean “curtains” for the bearer. The Commission 
had sentries posted in a dark bush right across the road. 
It was not the outcome of this mission th a t impressed 
itself so much on my mind as a certain person: Comrade 
Hildebrandt, who was a member of the Commission.

A native of Gnadenfeld, Comrade H ildebrandt was 
brought up as a Mennonite. W hatever so influenced him 
I do not know bu t he turned his back on the faith of his 
fathers. A good looking youth of about twenty-five, he 
wore a sailor’s uniform. A large pistol hung a t his left, 
and two hand grenades were fastened to his beltstraps. 
A large sword and an arm y rifle slung over his shoulder 
completed the outfit and made him look like a walking 
arsenal. His eyes looked wild and were hard and cruel. 
He obviously took great pleasure in frightening the farm 
ers of Gnadenfeld. Some of them, no doubt, had caught 
him stealing apples in their gardens when he was a youth 
of about fifteen. Some of them had, perhaps, even tanned 
his hide, years ago, for some mischievous offense so 
typical of boys th a t age.

Now it was his turn. He was pointed out to  me by 
my cousin, while he was talking to  an old man. The old 
farmer was as white as a ghost and shaking like a leaf, 
while Comrade H ildebrandt talked to him, playfully 
handling his revolver.

I did not see him enact any atrocities and it is not 
my purpose to give an actual account of all the brutali
ties committed by Comrade Hildebrandt. I know, how
ever, th a t he executed his own stepbrother who was m ar
ried only three weeks previous to his untim ely death.

After the above-mentioned incident in Gnadenfeld I 
did not see Comrade H ildebrandt for several years, a l
though his ill fame resounded among the Mennonites. 
Then suddenly, about 1925 he turned up as president of 
our regional trade union. I was a t the time secretary 
of our local group. It was the tim e of the New Economic 
Policy and things began to hum with activity. I myself 
was employed as a chauffeur by a rich Dutchm an, R. K.
I. Willink, who had a concession with the Russian gov
ernment covering about six thousand acres of land.

In those days a car was a rarity  in Russia and a 
chauffeur’s job was an enviable position. To drive to any 
institution in a car was something to  be proud of and 
the officials of our trade union were only too glad to oc
cupy a vacant seat in a car.

So it came to pass th a t on my frequent trips Com
rade H ildebrandt rode with me m any a mile. M any an 
hour Comrade H ildebrandt and I sa t in the car alone, 
waiting for my boss who was always conducting some 
kind of business with the different branches of the agri
cultural adm inistration.

It struck me then, w hat a change had come over 
Comrade H ildebrandt; his walk was slower than it had 
been when I first saw him. His cruel and  wild eyes had 
mellowed and seemed to look far into the distance when 
he was talking to you. Somehow Comrade H ildebrandt 
took a fancy to me, and told me many things. Strange as 
it m ay seem, I began to take a liking toward the man. 
He seemed to sense this, and never missed a chance to 
say “hello” to me, whenever he saw me sitting in my car 
waiting for the boss.

During this time, I began to figure things out and 
in tim e got a picture something like this: Comrade H ilde
brandt had given birth  to a m ad hatred of humanity. 
This hatred, in turn, had developed in him an irresist
ible urge to kill and to destroy. Probably with the same 
fervor with which I liked to work on machinery, he liked 
to hurt hum anity and especially his own people. One
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thing, however, he had m iscalculated and th a t was the 
fact tha t there was still a small voice which told him 
of his terrible transgressions. Or why was there tha t far
away look in his eyes?

The answer to tha t question came soon after I had 
tried in vain to characterize the personality of Comrade 
Hildebrandt. It was a warm sum m er’s day. We sa t in 
the car and talked of this and  that. In the course of the 
conversation he mentioned tha t he would probably leave 
us very soon. To m y completely casual question as to 
the reason why we were heading for this “great loss,” 

i his look grew even more distant than I had ever seen it
before. Then it came out: the doctors had discovered 
tuberculosis in his lungs and were recommending him to 
a sanatorium  in the northern parts of Russia. The pine 
woods surrounding this sanatorium  were considered to 
be very healthful and healing to this particular ailment.

Before I knew it I had said some consoling words and 
expressed my sympathy. Here was a m an who had killed 
and even tortured scores of people to death. Now, that 
his own miserable life was a t stake, he felt sorry for him 
self and was afraid to  go through the dark gate through 
which he, himself, had dispatched so many. Not only 
that, bu t I, who knew all this, offered my sym pathy and 
felt quite serious about it.

I did not see Comrade H ildebrandt for quite a while 
after this. One day, as I sa t in m y parked car in front 
of the regional agricultural government building, idly 
musing to myself, I saw a man cross the street. His eyes 
were fixed on me and he was walking rather slowly to 
wards my car. I recognized him: it was Comrade H ilde
brandt. B ut what a change! His cheeks were hollow, and 
the faraway look in his eyes had changed to  a frightened 
stare. He came up to me and leaned his elbows on the 
car door. He coughed in short, dry bursts and a faint 
smile played over his haggard face. I could not help but

I t Happened
BY RUFUS

D U RIN G  the first W orld W ar there were also con
scientious objectors. M y father was one of these. 
We lived a t tha t time in Dawson County, M on

tana, in the com munity commonly referred to as the 
Bloomfield settlement, about forty miles from the county 
seat, Glendive, and some thirteen miles from Richey.

In the Bloomfield settlem ent there is a church called 
the Bethlehem Mennonite Church. N ear it is an Old 
Mennonite settlem ent called the Red Top settlement 
which met in a local schoolhouse by the same name.

These two communities were very prosperous with

feel sorry for him. 1 shall ft£ver forget the conversation 
tha t followed:

“Hello, Heinz."
“Hello, Comrade H ildebrandt, how are you?"
“N ot so good. I t ’s getting worse.”
“B ut I thought you were up north, in the pine woods, 

getting better.”
“I was. B u t it’s no use. Nothing can help me.”
“B ut why not? I would think th a t daily walks through 

tha t pine-fresh air are supposed to perform miracles.” 
His eyes widened, his breath came in short bursts, 

his whole body began to shake. He looked a t me with 
the stare of a hunted, m ortally wounded anim al and slow
ly came the words from his lips:

“I had to come back. . . .  I have to be among people 
. . . yes, lazy walks in the pine woods . . . ju st as soon 
as I enter them I see decapitated bodies and hum an 
heads . . . and blood! Blood all over. You hear me! All 
over, even the sky turns to blood . . .!”

His last words had turned into a shout. An old R us
sian woman lugging her m arket basket heard it, made the 
sign of the cross and hurried on. Comrade H ildebrandt 
turned and slowly walked away. M y eyes followed him 
until I saw him turn a street corner. I never saw him 
again, nor did I hear of him since. How long did he live, 
how did he die? Only this much I know: if ever anyone 
has paid for his crimes, Comrade H ildebrandt did so with 
interest. W hat should I do? Sit back and console myself 
with the thought th a t he was getting what was coming to 
him? Or should I live on and pretend I had never seen or 
heard of him?

He had, a t times, expressed the thought that I was 
his friend. He had told me things th a t I am sure he had 
told no one else. I sa t there in silence trying to find an 
answer to all this. I could not rid myself of one thought: 
“There, bu t for the grace of God, go I. God be merciful 
to him, a sinner!”

in M ontana
M .F R A N Z

wheat-growing and cattle-raising as the two chief occu
pations. The farmers had large homes and barns and 
generally well-equipped farms. The people were contented 
and their church was the center of their com munity 
activities.

When the first W orld W ar came and during the war 
period my father would frequently intercede for the men 
of our com munity a t the local draft headquarters in 
Glendive and also with the state board in Helena, the 
state capital. Furloughs and deferments were often a r
ranged because the drafted men were extensive farmers
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with families, and being Mennonites, were conscientiously 
opposed to participating in war. He made a trip  to 
Helena and represented our men whenever the local 
board would not defer them.

One Day . . .
One day in early spring my father, John M. Franz, 

my mother, my younger brother and I drove to a nearby 
schoolhouse about a mile from our home for a special 
school meeting. M atters of school business were to be 
taken up. When we arrived a t the school meeting, we no
ticed a number of strangers, two carloads of them. M ost 
of us came by horse and buggy to the meeting. The 
school district was quite largely made up of Mennonite 
families with the exception of one or two non-Mennonites 
in the district. We arrived somewhat late and entered 
the school building shortly before the meeting was called 
to order. Father had gone to get his mail from our m ail
box which was just across the road from the school pre
mises. Among other items which he had in the mail was 
his hometown paper, The M ountain Lalce Observer. At 
th a t time this paper had several .pages of Germ an news, 
news of local affairs a t M ountain Lake and vicinity. He 
took it along with him into the school building. As soon 
as he was seated in the building, together with M other 
and us boys, the meeting was called to  order.

H ardly had this happened, when a m an came to  him 
and asked him to come outside. He went, taking his mail 
along with him. As soon as he was outside several other 
men accosted him and told him to come along with them. 
They took him by force to one of the cars which was 
parked on the school premises ready to leave seemingly at 
a mom ent’s notice. M y father began to  reason with them 
trying to find why they were taking him. They gave 
no reason except th a t he had in his possession a German 
paper. They said: “You are the man th a t is making all 
this trouble.” They threatened “to fix him ” giving as their 
reason tha t he was the leader of the Germans in this 
settlement, meaning the Mennonites. He didn’t struggle 
with them bu t got into the car and as he did so he 
requested of them tha t he be perm itted to see my mother. 
This, they said, was not necessary.

. . .  there was a tree . . .
By this time my mother, as well as others from the 

school building, noticed tha t something unusual was go
ing on. She went out of the building to the car. When 
she came to the car she inquired w hat was going on and 
they informed her th a t it was none of her business and 
tha t they were taking F ather for a ride. She insisted that 
she go along and climbed on the running board of the 
car. One man took her forcibly from the car and threw 
her to the ground so brutally  th a t she lay  there for a 
time. M y m other was .pregnant a t the time, it being only 
two months till the birth of my younger brother, Arthur. 
The men quickly drove away with m y father and took 
him to an isolated spot about th irty  miles away in the 
Bad Lands of M ontana where there was a large tree.

My father noticed as he boarded the car, and so did 
my mother before she was thrown off, that there were 
guns, shovels and rope in the car. They both wondered 
what it meant. When the men arrived a t their destina
tion they took my father out of the car and prepared 
to hang him from the tree. They told him tha t now they 
would soon show him where he belonged. As they ap 
proached the large tree, my father told me he prayed 
this prayer: “Lord I belong to  thee. W hatever you allow 
these men to do is all right with me.” They had the 
noose ready and were attem pting to place it over his 
head when he got hold of the rope and held it. He doesn’t 
know why, bu t for some reason he had a great measure 
of strength so th a t they were not able seemingly to re
lease it from his hands. As he held the rope he began 
to reason with them as to why they were doing this. He 
told them th a t he was an American citizen, tha t his 
father was such, and th a t he feared greatly for them, 
what the implications of. their contemplated act might 
be. He said he trusted they were fully aware of what 
they were doing. They began to argue among themselves 
as to what should be done. There were twelve men. 
Among these men was the county sheriff, two attorneys, 
a banker, and several business- and cattlemen.

I voted for you . .  .
M y father said, “You Mr. X, are the sheriff of this 

county. I voted for you because I believed in you and 
trusted you. You were to give me protection if and when 
I should need it. Now you are not giving me tha t protec
tion."

“Mr. Y,” addressing the attorney, “you are the a t
torney representing the law and representing us before 
the law. I, too, gave assent to  your position and now 
you, too, are opposing me by this method. I am won
dering why you are doing this. Could you not give me 
a hearing in this m atter?"

So he pleaded with them asking for a hearing so he 
could disprove any false charge.

The sheriff then began to weaken on this m atter and 
fearing w hat might happen, used w hat little influence he 
had on the group to  have my father taken to  Glendive, 
the county seat. We later discovered th a t the men agreed 
among themselves to hang father from a bridge over the 
Yellowstone River, .probably with a greater num ber of 
people or a mob so they could do away with him later 
th a t evening.

For the time being they took father to Glendive and 
locked him up in the county jail. In the meantime, 
Mother, after she had gained composure, my little broth
er and I, went into a side room of the school, not know
ing what to do. We knelt for a few moments in prayer 
and then decided we m ust go home to form ulate some 
plans. The members of the church board assembled w ith
in a short time a t the home of one of our neighbors. 
Members of the church board were Ben Janzen, Peter 
Janzen, Jonathan Gräber, P. K. Tiessen, and George L.
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Deckert. They decided that all of us should go in Pete 
Janzen’s car to Glendive.

The news of this event at the school spread like wild
fire throughout the com munity and spontaneously the 
members of our church gathered a t the church building 
to hold a prayer meeting. These five men, my mother, 
my brother and I arrived a t Glendive in the evening about 
four o’clock. When we arrived there we went to the coun
ty jail where the sheriff's office was located to inquire 
and to report regarding our experience. Upon our a rri
val we knocked at the door bu t seemed to get no response. 
After repeated rapping a man opened the door and in an 
abrupt way asked, “W hat do you want, lady?” M other 
said she would like to see the sheriff. He said, “I’m sorry 
but the sheriff isn’t  in.” M y mother said, “Where is he 
and when can I see him?” He said he didn’t know but 
possibly the sheriff was out of town. “Well, we’ll have to 
do something else then,” Mother said, whereupon a side 
door opened and the sheriff came out, having recognized 
my mother.

She asked, “W hat have you done with Mr. Franz?" 
He said, “I don’t know the m an.” She then replied, “That 
could hardly be the case. You were there a t Independence 
Schoolhouse this afternoon.” He said, “Yes, I remember,” 
and m other asked again where father was. He told her 
tha t if she came back in half an hour she could see him. 
Thereupon my mother nearly fainted. Then he said, “You 
m ay talk to him.” M y m other had thought tha t some
thing had happened and tha t she would perhaps not get 
to see him alive. So we left the jail and stayed around 
the building during the half hour interval.

After th irty  m inutes we again went to the jail and 
again had the same difficulty when we knocked at the 
door. F inally  the jailer opened the door and said in a 
very brusk way, “Well, what do you want? Can't you 
go away from here?” M y mother replied she wished to 
see the sheriff again since he had told her to come back. 
The jailer proceeded to  close the door but m other shoved 
my younger brother and me through the door and then 
she also came into the building. The sheriff opened one 
of the side doors again and told her th a t she should come 
into his office. After she was in the office he closed 
the door, locked it and walked away.

We offered a prayer . . .
After a few minutes we could hear our father coming 

down the corridor. He was brought into the room. I will 
never forget how my father looked a t th a t moment. It 
seemed as though he had aged tremendously. We talked 
for a few minutes together as a family, even offered a 
prayer not knowing what it all m eant or w hat it was all 
about. The sheriff had called in an attorney and pre
sented all the charges held against my father. He ex
plained all of them but none of the charges were well 
founded. Finally, the sheriff said it was time for my 
father to leave bu t father insisted tha t the family be left 
together, telling him tha t mother was in a serious condi
tion and that they needed to be together. The sheriff said

John M. and Mrs. Franz, West Salem, Oregon, today.

there were no accommodations for women in jail and 
that she would have to go since he did not feel it wise 
to let my father leave the jail. Thereupon we were puz
zled what to do, but my father insistingly pled with the 
sheriff th a t m other a t least be allowed to remain in the 
jail building for the night, although the sheriff suggested 
tha t he take m other to the hospital. Finally, the sheriff 
consented tha t we could all stay together and arranged 
a private room in jail for our stay.

The next day was Sunday and nothing was done. On 
M onday evening about seven o'clock a crowd began to 
gather in the city hall. We wondered about this. Finally, 
we saw father taken into the city hall building and we 
wondered still more. M y father was then given w hat is 
commonly called a “gorilla hearing.” They put him in 
the center of the room and the others gathered around 
him. About two hundred people were present who now 
began to “fire” questions a t him. The questions were 
something like the following: “Are you a citizen?” where
upon my father replied, “Yes.” “Isn’t it true th a t you 
speak G erm an?” M y father explained th a t he was of 
German parentage, his grandfather and father having 
come from Russia to  this country where his grandfather 
had taken out citizenship papers and become a citizen 
of this country and that accordingly his father, who had 
then been under twenty-one years of age, was a citizen 
and tha t he himself had been born a t M ountain Lake, 
Minnesota, in Cottonwood County. He said if they were 
willing to give him time, he could prove to them that 
he was born in Cottonwood County and tha t his name 
was recorded a t Windom, M innesota, the county seat 
of Cottonwood County. The main charges centered about 
the idea tha t they thought he was “pro German.”
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. . .  he was “ pro German/’
They asked him about this newspaper which they 

had and he told them th a t it was a home-town paper, 
and th a t he was willing to translate every sentence of it 
for them, and th a t it included merely local news and 
it had no connections whatsoever with Germany. He also 
told them th a t neither he, nor his father nor perhaps any 
of his relatives knew anyone in Germany. Next they 
asked regarding war bonds and why it was th a t neither 
he nor his people, the Mennonites, bought war bonds. 
He tried to explain to them as carefully as he could why 
Mennonites did not buy bonds. He told them th a t they 
took part in Red Cross activities and he believed that 
for the size of his com m unity they had done more in 
Red Cross activities than any other com munity of its 
size in the state. It was later discovered that the M en
nonites had done more than twice as much in Red Cross 
activities than any other com m unity of sim ilar size. 
Finally, after many questions of this sort they adjourned 
and my father was led back to the jail. We were given 
entrance to the jail, and m y mother, m y brother and I 
slept in the jail three nights, my father being there all 
day long, bu t my mother, brother and I being dismissed 
during the daytime. The final decision of this hearing 
entailed:

1. that all German services be prohibited,
2. that father be placed under $3,000 bond,
3. tha t he report to the district court four times a 

year. This was to continue until the close of the war and 
if no charges existed, the case would be dismissed.

The next morning my father was released under 
three-thousand dollar bond which they felt sure could 
not be raised. However, it took only three hours in 
which to raise this am ount. It required only tim e enough 
to get the members of the church board together in order 
th a t they could fill out papers to transfer their property 
to serve as security for the bond. This wholeheartd re
sponse by the church members was quite amazing to the 
county authorities who could not understand how or why 
these people could tru st their leader so implicitly. M y 
father remarked th a t it was the only thing th a t they as 
members of the same church could do since their church 
was a brotherhood where members were m otivated by 
Christian love. The understanding was th a t four times 
a year, as previously stated, m y father was to report to 
the county seat to  answer questions which m ight arise 
regarding him from tim e to  time.

We returned home and carried on our usual activities. 
F or several months we refrained from going to  Glendive 
bu t finally went as we had always done. After the first 
meeting of the d istrict court the three thousand dollar 
bond was cancelled nnd a letter accompanying it stated 
th a t it was unnecessary for my father to appear again 
a t Glendive. The case was dismissed. We took no ac
count of th a t action but continued to visit Glendive 
whenever the occasion presented itself, never fearing to 
go there because of public opinion or past events.

The war finally ended and conditions seemed to 
change. A few of the neighbors who bordered these Men- 
nonite settlements found out th a t misinformation regard
ing the Mennonites had been given to the county offi
cials and the people of Glendive by several unscrupulous 
families in the neighborhood bordering the Mennonite 
community. These families were given forty-eight hours 
in which to  leave the county because of the wrath of 
people in the community. They left by night. The M en
nonites and the people of the Bloomfield Mennonite 
Church had nothing whatsoever to do with this.

Vengeance is mine . . .
Prom inent lawyers contacted father on several occa

sions and offered to sue for damages on a fifty-fifty 
basis. M y father refused them, quoting the Scripture: 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith  the Lord.” He 
told them th a t he had no intentions of ever doing any
thing about it and tha t the case had been left entirely 
in the hands of God. This was very difficult for these 
distinguished lawyers to  understand for they felt that it 
was necessary for justice to be done; tha t the case be 
prosecuted by all means. However, they could do noth
ing w ithout my father’s consent and this he refused to 
give. They repeatedly remarked tha t they could not un 
derstand this reasoning at all.

Several years later, and I remember it very clearly 
because it made a very vivid impression upon me, my 
father and I were working out in the field. M y father 
was doing a little farming in addition to his ministry 
which was a common practice in Mennonite com muni
ties. One day, while we were out in the field a car stopped 
a t the edge and a man came walking toward us. We 
were cutting grain. M y father stopped his team and the 
man said, “Do you recognize me, Mr. F ranz?” M y father 
said, “Why, yes, I do. How can I forget you? You were 
one of the twelve men. You are Mr. Y.” He replied, 
“Yes,” and with tears in his eyes, “I have come to ask 
you for a thing which is probably very hard for you to 
do but I am asking it nevertheless. I am asking tha t you 
forgive me the great wrong tha t I did you and your 
family during the war.” M y father paused a moment 
and reaching out his hand, said, “Yes, Mr. Y. I willingly 
forgive you.” To my surprise they shook hands and 
then they parted. M y father assured him th a t it  was as 
though the event had never happened. He would mention 
it in church. This he did and there was a rejoicing for 
what was felt to be a spiritual victory.

After tha t my father met Mr. Y a num ber of times 
a t Glendive. At no time would he ever avoid my father. 
M any times he offered to do legal work for him, to give 
him any kind of legal advice th a t was necessary. I re
member on several occasions th a t he walked across the 
street, when he saw my father, merely to  shake hands 
and to show tha t they really were friends. The other 
eleven men never did anything about it. This experience 
left an impression on the Mennonites of this community 
so th a t its effect is still felt to this day.
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B E  SUPREME ClURT AID B E  C. I .
BY M AR VIN  HARDER

S OM ETIM E before 1945 a Canadian nam ed Girourd 
filed a petition for naturalization. When filling out 
the application form he came to the question: “If 

necessary, are you willing to take up arms in defense of 
this country?” In answer he wrote “no.” At the cross ex
am ination later, when questioned about this entry, he 
explained that he was a Seventh D ay Adventist and that 
his religious scruples would not perm it him to serve in 
a com batant status. W ith this reservation he was willing 
to take the oath of allegiance required in the naturaliza
tion procedure. The district court then adm itted him to 
citizenship; but the federal government appealed the case, 
and the court of appeals reversed the decision of the dis
trict court. Subsequently, the case came to  the United 
States Supreme Court for review. In an opinion for the 
majority, Justice Douglas reversed the court of appeals 
and thereby upheld G irourd’s admission to citizenship.1-

“ Uncompromising Pacifist”
Although this case did not involve a constitutional 

issue, the decision was nonetheless an im portant one for 
it reversed a rule th a t had been in effect since 1928. In 
tha t year a woman named Schwimmer, a native of H un
gary, was denied the privilege of citizenship on the ground 
tha t she was “an uncompromising pacifist.”2 The ques
tion was then first raised as to whether a declaration of 
pacifist views disqualified the declarer from taking the 
oath to uphold the Constitution of the United States. 
The Illinois D istrict Court took the position th a t one 
who avowed an unwillingness to bear arms in defense 
of the country could not take the oath “w ithout mental 
reservation” and so was legally not entitled to do so un 
der the then existing naturalization laws. Justice Butler 
handed down the opinion for the m ajority  when th a t case 
reached the Supreme Court of the United States. He 
said th a t “a pacifist in the general sense of the word is 
one who seeks to m aintain peace and to  abolish war. 
Such purposes are in harm ony with the constitution and 
policy of our government. B u t the word is also used and 
understood to  mean one who refuses or is unwilling for 
any purpose to  bear arm s because of conscientious con
siderations and who is disposed to encourage others in 
such refusal.” He went on to say tha t the duty of a citi
zen is to defend the government against all enemies and 
th a t this is a fundam ental principle of our constitution. 
“W hatever lessens willingness of citizens to discharge 
duty detracts lrom the safety of government . . . .” C iti
zenship is a privilege to be given only to one who is w ill
ing to assume the obligation of defending the constitu
tion under which such citizenship is granted.

Justices Holmes, Brandeis and Sandford dissented. 
Holmes wrote, “So far as the adequacy of the oath is

concerned I hardly see how tha t is affected by the sta te 
ment, in as much as she is a woman over 50 years of 
age, and would not be allowed to bear arms if she wanted 
to. . .

“Surely it cannot show lack of attachm ent to the 
constitution tha t she thinks it can be improved. It is 
no different from saying that one believes the President’s 
term should be changed to seven years . . . Some of her 
answers might excite popular prejudice, but if there is 
any principle of the constitution th a t more imperatively 
calls for attachm ent than any other it is the principle of 
free thought—not free thought for those who agree with 
us but freedom for the thought tha t we hate. I think we 
should adhere to th a t principle with regard to admission 
into, as well as to life within this country.” And he con
cluded, “I would suggest that the Quakers have done their 
share to make this country what it is, th a t m any citizens 
agree with the applicant’s belief and that I had not sup
posed hither-to that we regretted our inability to expel 
them because they believed more than some of us do in 
the teachings of the Sermon on the M ount.”

Right or Wrong
Two years later, in United States v. M acintosh,3 

the Supreme Court again had an opportunity to pass up 
on the same question. M acintosh was a professor in Yale’s 
D ivinity School and a Canadian who had gone to the 
front during W orld W ar I as a non-com batant am bu
lance driver. In answer to the question on the application 
about his willingness to bear arms in defense of the 
country he wrote: “I am willing to do what I judge to 
be in the best interests of my country, but only in so far 
as I can believe th a t this is not going to be against the 
best interests of hum anity in the long run. I do not under
take to support my country right or wrong in any dis
pute which m ay arise, and I am  not willing to promise 
before hand and without knowing the cause for which 
my country m ay go to war, either tha t I will or will not 
take up arms in defense of this country, however neces
sary the war m ay seem to be to the government of the 
day.”

Justice Sutherland for the m ajority of the court a r
gued that the question of exemption from m ilitary serv
ice is one th a t Congress m ust decide, not the individual. 
“Our government m ust go forward on the assumption 
tha t unqualified allegiance to the laws of the land is not 
inconsistent with the will of God.”

Chief Justice Hughes dissented, and his opinion laid 
the ground for the Girourd decision of 1945. Hughes said 
that the real question was whether the naturalization act 
required a promise, as a condition of naturalization, to 
bear arms. In his view it did not. To hold otherwise was
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to read into the oath something which was not necessarily 
implied. He pointed out th a t the naturalization oath was 
substantially  the same as th a t required of .persons ta k 
ing office under the Constitution and th a t the Constitu
tion specifically prohibited a religious test in determ in
ing eligibility for federal office. Hughes noted th a t there 
are other ways of defending the country aside from bear
ing arms. Finally, he urged th a t the long standing prac
tice of excusing persons from m ilitary service should be 
controlling in the interpretation of the law. W ith this 
dissent Holmes, Brandeis, and  Stone concurred.

In the Girourd case Justice Douglas repeated m any of 
Hughes’ argum ents; and, in addition, he dealt with a 
new issue which had been injected into the argument. 
The question arose as to whether it should be assumed 
th a t Congress concurred in the Schwimmer and M acin
tosh rulings, since it had in 1940 enacted a new natu ra l
ization law w ithout making any provision permitting con
scientious objectors who fulfill other requirements to be 
adm itted to citizenship. Justice Stone in dissenting argued 
th a t this failure to amend the original act so as to make 
it possible for objectors to become naturalized m eant tha t 
Congress intended the Schwimmer and M acintosh rulings 
to stand. Justice Douglas for the m ajority  replied tha t 
“it is a t best treacherous to find in Congressional silence 
alone the adoption of a controlling rule of law.”4

Of what significance is this decision apart from the 
fact th a t it reversed three earlier rulings and cleared the 
way for the admission of conscientious objectors to citi
zenship? Adm ittedly these results are im portant in them 
selves, bu t there are other aspects of the opinion which 
also deserve our attention.

The C.O. after World War II
In the first place it is interesting to note that, whereas 

the court in 1928 regarded the nation’s experience with 
conscientious objectors in W orld W ar I as unsatisfactory 
and reflecting against objectors in general, the court in 
1945 had nothing bu t praise for the objectors of W orld 
W ar II. At least, some statem ent in each opinion could 
be so construed. In the Schwimmer case Justice Butler 
wrote, “It is obvious th a t acts of such offenders (referring 
to objectors during W orld W ar I) evidence a w ant of 
th a t attachm ent to  the principles of the constitution . . .” 
In contrast, we have Justice D ouglas’ statem ents in the 
Girourd case of 1945: “Annals show th a t m any who 
would not bear arms nevertheless were unselfish partici
pants in the war effort . . .. Devotion to one’s country 
m ay be as real among non-com batants as among com
batan ts . . . The effort of war is indivisible and those 
whose religious scruples prevent them  from killing are 
no less patriots than  those whose special traits or handi
caps result in their assignment to duties far behind the 
fighting front.”

When m any Mennonites, Quakers and others who held 
pacifist convictions would be reluctant to accept the 
court’s praise for their contribution “to the war effort,” 
they can yet justifiably appreciate the court’s recognition

tha t they served their country while serving their princi
ples.

This last observation suggests another which m ay be 
appropriate, although m any will regard it as obvious; 
namely, th a t good citizenship is and m ust be judged by 
m any standards. In a purely passive sense, a good citizen 
is one who abides by all the laws he can obey without 
violating his moral principle. In an active sense, he is 
one who keeps informed about the problems which the 
community, small or large, is continually facing and 
who joins with his neighbors in discussing and acting 
upon them. These problems m ay have to do with the local 
school or the outmoded water works system, or they m ay 
be of larger magnitude—the rehabilitation of under
developed areas of the world or a nation-wide campaign 
to bring under control the scourges of heart disease and 
cancer.

T hat the participant m ay be m otivated by his own 
personal interest is not the concern of society. Society 
only knows th a t he does participate and th a t such activi
ty  is conducive to the welfare of m any men. W ith mo
tives Justice Douglas was not concerned; with the ou t
ward, visible conduct he was.

Finally, one m ay say that, in overturning the Schwim
mer and M acintosh ruling, the court in the G irourd case 
expressed sym pathy for those whose conscientious princi
ples prevent them from obeying a law to bear arms. It 
did so by resolving an am biguity in the naturalization 
acts in their favor. I t justified this interpretation on the 
grounds of a long-standing American tradition  of toler
ance of religiously m otivated dissenters. In the Schwim
mer and M acintosh decisions the am biguity was resolved 
agarnst the objector, and this holding was supported by 
an appeal to the principle th a t the expressed wishes of the 
organ of the state m ust be regarded in law as superior 
to  any claims of the individual to the contrary. Let us 
briefly consider each position.

There is little doubt th a t m ost Americans subscribe 
to the principle that, in the event of a conflict between 
civil and moral law, the la tte r ought to determine one’s 
conduct. Such a view is embodied in the Declaration of 
Independence. But, more realistic evidence could be ob
tained if one set out to  find any person who would agree 
in advance to do any conceivable thing which the govern
m ent might require of him. And, in this connection we 
might observe th a t we recently tried N ational Socialist 
leaders for their crimes against hum anity, th a t is, for their 
crimes against a higher law.

At the same time this traditional view cannot be cited 
to  support the principle th a t one has a right to disobe
dience. The Schwimmer and M acintosh m ajorities were 
correct in holding th a t there is no universally valid, legal 
principle th a t will justify  disobedience.5 A decision to 
disobey m ust rest upon the individual conscience, and 
the individual who chooses to resist m ust expect to  take 
the legal consequences of such action.

Thus neither the G irourd or Schwimmer-M acintosh
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positions is easily asailable. The former is in accord with 
our sympathies and with our traditions; the la tter up 
holds a logical principle th a t in itself cannot be contested.

If this analysis is accepted, it follows th a t the paci
fist in America m ust look to  Congress for his protection, 
not to the courts. The judiciary can only aid when there 
is a question of freedom of speech, press, assembly or 
judicial process; in short, when it comes within the safe
guards of the Bill of Rights. The problem is th a t of 
achieving or protecting legislation th a t makes it possible 
for the conscientious objector to live a secure and useful 
life in our society.

FOOTNOTES
1 Clrourd v. United States, 328 US Gl. 1945.
2 United States v. Schwimmer. 279 US 044, 1928.
3 283 US G05, 1930.
•1 The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled in at least 

tliroo other* “objector" cnscs: In re Summers (3U5 US 561, 
19-M); United States v. Bland (283 US G3G, 1930): and
Hamilton v. Board of Rejrcnta (293 US 245, 1931). In re
Summers upheld an Illinois state court’s decision refusing ad
mission of a pacifist to the bar. The decision rested on IokuI 
grounds with which we are not concerned here; although Jus- 
tiie Black in dissenting discussed wider issues similnr to those 
In tho Hughes, Holmes and Douglas opinions. The Bland case 
was decided at the same time as the Macintosh case and sim
ply reaffirmed^ the Macintosh decision. The Hamilton case con
cerned the claim of a conscientious objector to exemption from 
tlie requirement that freshmen and sophomores at the University 
of California participate in ROTC. The issue there is not ger
mane to this discussion.

5 For a penetrating a-nalysis of this fpiestion see Franz Ncumnnn. 
‘On the Limits of Justifinhlc Disobedienre." in Conflict of 
Loyalties (R. M, Mnclver, Editor, Harper and Bros., 1952).

P L O fK H O Y  m  S L A V E R Y  III A M E R IC A
b y  l e l a n d  h a r d e r

IN The Awakening oi America, V. F. Calverton in
cluded a sketch of Plockhoy’s settlem ent at the 
m outh of the Delaware in 1663 and concluded: 

“Dead though the colony became and forgotten for the 
m ost part though it is, we m ust still tu rn  to it for the 
first public protest against slavery in America. The 
Plockhoy Mennonites were absolute and uncom prom is
ing in their condemnation of slavery as an institution.” 

Although Plockhoy was less absolute than Calver
ton in the foregoing statem ent, other writers were as ve
hement. Samuel W. Pennypacker wrote in his H istory oi 
Germantown  th a t “When we find him (Plockhoy), first 
of all the colonizers of America, so long ago as 1662, an 
nouncing the broad principle tha t ‘no lordship or servile 
slavery shall burden our company,’ he seems to grow 
into heroic proportions.” Assurance of Plockhoy's priority 
in protesting slavery prompted W illiam  E lliot Griffis, 
Dutch-Am erican historian of the last generation, to  take 
a bronze tablet honoring Plockhoy to  the Netherlands, 
where it was unveiled and dedicated. I t was presented 
in the name of the Netherlands Society of Philadelphia. 
In an address entitled "American G ratitude in Bronze,” 
a t the W aldorf-Astoria banquet of the H olland Society 
of New York, Griffis told Theodore Roosevelt and other 
members of the Society why he thought Plockhoy de
served American gratitude. “Furtherm ore,” he concluded, 
“Plockhoy’s was the first voice raised in America against 
slavery. Surely we ought to  remember his name, and 
so in this town of Zierikzee where he was bom , we put 
up this tablet.”

Quakers and Slavery in America 
Thomas Drake in Quakers and Slavery in America 

takes his story back to Plockhoy’s time, mentioning 
Roger W illiams, M organ Godwin, R ichard Baxter, John

Title page of a book by Pieter Comelisz Plockhoy.
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Eliot, Cotton M ather, and Samuel Sewall, bu t with the 
notion tha t “The only significant movement against 
slavery in colonial America took place among the Quak
ers.”—a more cautious way of claiming “F irs t.” His om- 
mission of Plockhoy is really much less serious than 
his m isinterpretation of the rem arkable public protest 
against slavery published by the M ennonite congregation 
a t Germantown in 1688, when the English Quakers still 
held slaves. It was in fact, to a Quaker monthly meeting 
tha t this memorial was sent, but where it had no imme
diate effect. Perhaps D rake’s conscience hurt a little 
when he added by way of the “tru sty” footnote: “Men- 
nonites, M oravians, and other sm all European groups 
akin to the Quakers refrained from slaveholding in 
America from the beginning, bu t they came over later 
than the Friends and had no appreciable influence on 
public policy.”

Plockhoy .protested against slavery of all forms— 
political, economic, white, Negro, religious, intellectual. 
His protest d 'dn ’t become localized until a historical 
situation affecting him violated his views concerning 
equality  and fraternity, and the universality of all men 
under God. Such situations were the dominance of state 
churches of the religious activities of the citizens, or the 
oppression of the rich over the poor.

Plockhoy wished to  abolish two offences against 
men in the society in which he lived: intolerance in re
ligion and social injustice. The bases of his reform activ
ity in both instances was alike—the practice of Christian 
love. Since men are the creations of a single God they 
should behave as brothers toward each other. His con
cept of the universality of all men is central in the re
form of social as well as religious ills, although he gives 
up the notion of bringing a t once all men together in 
communion. His thought evolves to the place where 
“If we be insufferable to the W orld and they be incorrig
ible or unbetterable as to us, then let us reduce our 
friendship and society to a few in num ber and m aintain 
it in such places as are separate from other men, where 
we m ay with less impediment or hindrance love one an
other and mind the Wonders of God, eating the breed 
we shall earn with our own hands, leaving nothing to 
the body bu t what its nakedness, hunger, thirst, and 
weariness calls for.”

Plockhoy and “Association”
Two fundam ental ideas in his scheme to set up little 

Christian commonwealths in England and later in colon
ial America were equality and association. These are not 
m utually  exclusive ideas but they m ight be considered 
separately. Association, in Plockhoy’s mind, is a divine 
state to be patterned after the Apostolic mode of living. 
M an is essentially a social being, desiring communion 
with others; bu t he reaches the m ost perfect and blessed 
state when God brings him into fellowship with others 
and when this union becomes more im portant to  him 
than all the riches in the world. B ut the more divine 
this state of friendship, the less is it seen on earth. God

is the only bond by which men are tied together without 
being unloosed and upon which they resolve to withstand 
all assaults whatsoever. Nothing comes nearer the di
vine nature than love, which among true friends creates 
such an agreement th a t no secret, no joy, no profit, nor 
any cross or affliction is undivided, bu t whatsoever be
tides either of them is not otherwise than if it were the 
change of one alone, so th a t death itself can scarce se
parate souls so totally united. After the manner of 
Jesus’ living and teaching, all Christendom ought to be 
merely a great fraternity, comprising such as have de
nied the world and their own lusts, who conspire to 
gether in Christ, the sole head and spring of love, doing 
well to one another, and distribute their goods to those 
who stand in need. “Oh! th a t we had this perfection and 
were answerable to the end of our creation! certainly 
there would not be such going to law, such intrenching 
and encroaching upon the bounds of lands, such hiding 
and close locking up of money, nor would there be such 
scraping together of superfluous estates.”

Plockhoy and Equality
Plockhoy’s notion of equality was expressed as a 

protest against artificial mechanisms of status in society, 
such as titles of honor or slave-holding. “The world hath 
her delight in different degrees of dignities, states, titles, 
and offices, exalting themselves one above another; but 
Christ on the contrary will tha t every one shall perform 
his office as a member of one and the same body, in 
which no one exalteth himself or accounteth himself 
worthier than another.” In contradiction to the command 
of Christ who said th a t if any among men would be 
greatest let him be slave of all, in the world they were 
considered greatest who had the m ost slaves.

Plockhoy became most em phatic about the qualifi
cations of leadership, consisting of wisdom rather than 
wealth or false power, in his scheme for colonization in 
America. “Everyone who wishes to enter the society,” 
he wrote in the first of 117 articles of association, “must 
seriously and earnestly promise th a t he will never try 
to strive for any special power nor will allow anyone else 
to make the least efforts in th a t direction.” There was 
suspicion on the part of some participants th a t he here
by sought to  abolish all differences between men in a 
forced system of communism. His defense of the pro
ject serves to clarify his notion of equality:

Although the first article of Letter “D" poses 
equality as the basis of our society, we hope that 
nobody will be so naive, much less malevolent, 
as to th :nk, inspite of our clear distinction, that 
we are attem pting to remove all differences be
tween persons. This is so far from the tru th  that 
we on the contrary believe th a t to be as impos
sible as th a t our fingers would be the same length; 
for every hum an being, because of his natural 
characteristics and special qualities, comprising 
a universe in himself, will always remain dif
ferent from others; wherefore they could correct-
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ly be considered the greatest fools in the world 
who try to bring m any people under one rule 
or strict way of life without considering what 
every man in particular requires for his well
being. This is why in the enactm ent of all laws 
for the society the common welfare should be 
kept in m ind w ithout restricting anyone’s per
sonal and natural liberty. B u t to suppress the 
individual by force, as is usually practised in the 
world, is according to our opinion merely defer
ring the larger evil and making it break out more 
violently. We want it understood then, concern
ing our im portant foundation of equality: nam e
ly, tha t in order to establish a stable Christian 
civilian society, republic, or commonwealth, an 
equality (between more and less intelligent, more 
and less wealthy, male and female, ruler and 
ruled) m ust be contrived by reasoning and ex
perience. Furtherm ore be it known tha t we fight 
against all violations of the true foundations of 
freedom, amongst which we consider all domi
neering over members of the society, or exercise 
of force, moreover all complacent obedience, such 
as in the Rom an Catholic way of imposing upon 
us, freedom-loving Dutchmen.

As early as 1625 Negro slaves were brought to New 
N etherland from Africa and Brazil. The D utch W est 
India Company engaged in bitter competition with Eng
lish shippers during the ensuing years for a monopoly 
of the African slave trade. In addition to the Negro popu
lace New Netherland had a large proportion of white 
slaves, commonly called “indentured servants.”

Plockhoy’s attitude toward the practice of Negro 
or white slavery is to be gathered, not from a lengthy 
statem ent, but from scattered references in the coloniza
tion prospectus which he published. Two sentences are: 
“The name ‘servant’ or ‘servant-m aid’ will not be used 
in the society, but all shall share in the advantages.” 
and “Since we do not w ant to have servile slavery in 
our society [Pennypacker translated it “No lordship or 
slavery shall burden our company”], everybody will have 
to work hard in order tha t we may show good progress.” 
W hether white or Negro slavery was his prim ary con
cern is not stated.

Protests to Dutch Commercialism
I t is significant in ascertaining his true attitude to 

note tha t the two above references did not appear in the 
scheme previously published in England, although most 
of it was carried over into the D utch prospectus. The 
several innovations are easily discernible as changes 
necessitated by a New W orld environment or as protests 
to the aims and practices of the D utch W est India Com
pany. T hat Plockhoy sought reform in adm inistrative 
policy is evident from his statem ent, "No sensible peo
ple who can look further than the length of their noses 
have tried or will try  to move to New Amstel under ex

isting conditions.” The Dutch were prim arily traders, not 
farmers; and the agricultural development of the colony 
lagged behind th a t of the English colonies which sur
rounded it. In Plockhoy’s colony agriculture was the 
predom inant interest, not trade. He sought the elim ina
tion of land taxation and the provision for more self- 
government. Land and livestock was to be owned in com
mon for a period of time, after which they were to be 
divided among the members, thereby providing a greater 
personal initiative for settlers. Perhaps he had initiative 
in mind when he said tha t slavery is a burden to a so
ciety.

There are also references to slavery in the poem pub
lished as part of Plockhoy’s prospectus and written by 
his friend, Jacob Steendam. Steendam, called the “F irst 
Poet of New Netherland,” is best known for his Klacht 
van N ieuw-Am sterdam  (Com plaint of New Am sterdam ). 
This poem was written after Steendam had lived some 
time in New Netherland and observed first hand the 
conditions there. In the “Spurring Verses” which he ad
dressed “To the lovers of the colony and brotherhood to 
be established on the South River of New Netherland 
by Peter Cornelison Plockhoy,” he wrote:

W hat see you in your houses, towns, and Fatherland? 
Is God not over all? the heavens ever wide?
His blessing deck the earth,—like bursting veins expand 
In floods of treasures o’er, wherever you abide;
W hich neither are to monarchies nor duke-doms bound, 
They are as well in one, as other country found.

B ut there, a living view does always meet your eye, 
Of Eden, and the promised land of Jacob’s seed;
Who would not, then, in such a formed community 
Desire to be a freeman; and the rights decreed 
To each and every one, by Amstel’s burgher lords, 
T ’enjoy? and treat with honor what they rule awards?

You will not aliens, in those far lands, appear;
As formerly, in Egypt, e’en was Israel.
N or have you slavery nor tyranny to fear,
Since Joseph’s eyes do see, and on the compass fall. 
The civic Fathers who on th ' Y perform their labors, 
Are your protectors; and your countrym en are neighbors.

His American colony was his last reform project, 
because it was destroyed in the Anglo-Dutch war of 1664. 
Self-survival was his prim ary concern thereafter, until 
he finally succumbed to oppression himself and became 
a blind and infirm wanderer, seeking aid in his helpless 
state. There is no writing from his pen in America, against 
slavery or any other social ill. It was in Holland where 
he wrote the prospectus, which banned slavery in the 
settlement he was planning to organize. B ut concerning 
his attitude toward hum an bondage of any sort a t any 
time there can be no doubt.
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W hat Shall I (preach?
B y GEORGE FLOROVSKY

C HRISTIAN M IN ISTERS are not supposed to 
preach their private opinions, a t least from the 
pulpit. M inisters are commissioned and ordained 

in the church precisely to preach the W ord of God. They 
are given some fixed terms of reference—namely, the gos
pel of Jesus Christ—and they are com mitted to this sole 
and perennial message. They are expected to propagate 
and to sustain “the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints.” Of course, the W ord of God m ust be .preached 
“efficiently.” T hat is, it should always be so presented 
as to carry conviction and com mand the allegiance of 
every new generation and every particular group. I t may 
be restated in new categories, if the circumstances re
quire. But, above all, the identity of the message m ust 
be preserved.

One has to be sure that one is preaching the same 
gospel th a t was delivered and th a t one is not introducing 
instead any “strange gospel” of his own. The W ord of 
God cannot be easily adjusted or accommodated to the 
fleeting customs and attitudes of any particular age, in
cluding our own time. U nfortunately, we are often in
clined to measure the W ord of God by our own stature 
of Christ. The “modern m ind” also stands under the 
judgm ent of the W ord of God . . . .

The Lost Scriptural Mind
The modem m an often complains th a t the tru th  of 

God is offered to him in an “archaic idiom”— i.e., in the 
language of the Bible—which is no more his own and 
cannot be used spontaneously. I t has recently been sug
gested that we should radically “demythologize” Scrip
ture, meaning to replace the antiquated  categories of the 
H oly W rit by something more modern. Yet the ques
tion cannot be evaded: Is the language of the Scripture 
really nothing else than an accidental and external wrap
ping out of which some “eternal idea” is to be extricated 
and disentangled, or is it rather a perennial vehicle of 
the divine message, which was once delivered for all time?

We are in danger of losing the uniqueness of the 
W ord of God in the process of continuous “reinterpreta
tion.” B u t how can we interpret a t all if we have for
gotten the original language? W ould it not be safer to 
bend our thought to the m ental habits of the biblical 
language and to release the idiom of the Bible? N o man 
can receive the gospel unless he repents—“changes his 
m ind.” F or in the language of the gospel “repentance” 
( metanoeita)  does not mean merely acknowledgment of 
and contrition for sins, bu t precisely a “change of mind" 
—a profound change of m an’s m ental and emotional a t
titude, an integral renewal of m an's self, which begins 
in his self-renunciation and is accomplished and sealed 
by the Spirit.

We are living now in an age of intellectual chaos and 
disintegration. Possibly modern man has not yet made 
up his mind, and the variety  of opinions is beyond any 
hope of reconciliation. Probably the only luminous sign
post we have to  guide us through the mental fog of our 
desperate age is ju st the “faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints,” obsolete or archaic as the idiom of the 
early church m ay seem to be, judged by our fleeting 
standards.

Creeds and Bible
W hat, then, are we going to preach? W hat would I 

preach to  my contemporaries “in a time such as this” ? 
There is no room for hesitation: I am going to preach 
Jesus, and him crucified and risen. I am going to preach 
and to commend to all whom I m ay be called to address 
the message of salvation, as it has been handed down to 
me by an uninterrupted tradition  of the Church Universal. 
I would not isolate myself in my own age. In other words, 
I am going to preach the “doctrines of the creed.” . . . 
Let us remember, however, th a t the early creeds were 
deliberately scriptural, and it is precisely their scrip
tural phraseology th a t makes them difficult for the m od
ern man.

Thus we face the same problem again: W hat can 
we offer instead of Holy W rit? I would prefer the lan
guage of the Tradition, not because of a lazy and credu
lous “conservatism” or a blind “obedience” to some ex
ternal “authorities," but sim ply because I cannot find 
any better phraseology. I am  prepared to expose myself 
to the inevitable charge of being “an tiquarian” and 
“fundam entalist.” And I would protest th a t such a charge 
is gratuitous and wrong. I do keep and hold the “doc
trines of the creed,” conscientiously and wholeheartedly, 
because I apprehend by faith  their perennial adequacy 
and relevance to all ages and to  all situations, including 
“a tim e such as this.” And I believe it is precisely the 
“doctrines of the creed” th a t can enable a desperate gen
eration like ours to regain Christian courage and vision.

Christ and the Church
In the early church the preaching was em phatically 

theological. It was not a vain speculation. The New 
Testam ent itself is a theological book. Neglect of theology 
in the instruction given to la ity  in modern times is re 
sponsible both for the decay of personal religion and 
for th a t sense of frustration which dominates the modem 
mood. W hat we need in Christendom “in a time such as 
th is” is precisely a sound and existential theology. In 
fact, both clergy and the la ity  are hungry for theology. 
And because no theology is usually preached, they adopt 
some “strange ideologies" and combine them with the
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fragments of traditional beliefs. The whole appeal of 
the “rival gospels” in our days is tha t they offer some 
sort of pseudo theology, a system of pseudo dogmas. 
They are gladly accepted by those who cannot find any 
theology in the reduced Christianity of "m odern” style. 
T hat existential alternative which m any face in our days 
has been aptly  form ulated by an English theologian, 
“Dogma or . . . death.” The ,age of a-dogm atism  and 
pragm atism  has closed. And therefore the ministers of 
the church have to preach again doctrines and dogmas— 
the W ord of God.

The first task of the contemporary preacher is the 
“reconstruction of belief.” I t is by no means an intel
lectual endeavor. Belief is ju st the m ap of the true world, 
and should not be mistaken for reality. M odern m an has 
been too much concerned w ith his own ideas and con
victions, his own attitudes and reactions. The modern 
crisis precipitated by hum anism  (an  undeniable fact) 
has been brought about by the rediscovery of the real 
world, in which we do believe. The rediscovery of the 
church is the m ost decisive aspect of this new spiritual 
realism. Reality is no more screened from us by the wall 
of our own ideas. I t is again accessible. It is again real
ized th a t the church is not ju st a com pany of believers,

but the “Body of Christ.” This is ,a rediscovery of a new 
dimension, a rediscovery of the continuing presence of 
the divine Redeemer in the m idst of his faithful flock. 
This discovery throws a new flood of light on the misery 
of our disintegrated existence in a world thoroughly 
secularized. I t is already recognized by m any th a t the 
true solution of all social problems lies somehow in the 
reconstruction of the church. “In a time such as th is” 
one has to preach the “whole Christ,” Christ and  the 
church . . . .  Possibly this preaching is still unusual, but 
it seems to be the only way to preach the W ord of God 
efficiently in a period of doom and despair like ours.

!|: *  *

Editor's Note: This is an abbreviated reprint from The 
Christian Century (Dec. 19, 1951) which appeared as the 
final article in a series “W hat Shall I Preach to a Fear- 
Stricken Age?” The author was born in Russia, taught 
in Paris and is now dean of the St. V ladim ir’s Orthodox 
Theological Seminary, New York, as well as professor 
a t Union Theological Seminary and Columbia University. 
—Does an article like this reveal a trend in American 
theology or is it ju st a voice out of “European wilder
ness”? Time will tell. Meanwhile we should give the 
voice an honest hearing.
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S e v e n  Y e a r s  o f  M ennonite Life
Upon ihe completion of seven years of Mennonite Life,

the editors would like to share these observations:

1. We are grateful to the many individuals—writers, busi
nessmen, and photographers—who have contributed gen
erously of their time, money, and talent.

2. We are further thankful for the many readers who have 
supported Mennonite Life by promptly renewing their 
subscriptions and encouraging others to subscribe.

3. The price of Mennonite Life has never been raised—it 
is still 50 cents a copy or S2.00 a year. Mennonite Life 
is thus one of the best buys in illustrated periodicals 
today.

4. Forthcoming issues will contain similiar interesting and 
significant articles as have been featured in the past. 
Biographies, World Conference, Mennonites in cities. 
Mennonite artists are a few of the many areas of 
Mennonite life that will be featured.

5. To maintain our present standard without increasing 
the subscription rate we need at least a thousand more 
subscribers. You can help us reach this goal by a.) re
newing your subscriptions promplly. b.) urging your 
neighbors to subscribe, and c.) by sending in gift sub

scriptions for your friends.
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/ t  M e a tio a ite  M e m o -H a t
During the summer of 1952 Waterloo 

County observed its centennial anniver
sary. In 1800 the first white settlers, 
Pennsylvania Mennonites, arrived on the 
banks of the Grand River at the site 
now marked by the Pioneer Memorial 
Tower at Doon, Ontario (see front 
cover).

For complete illustrated story of Ontario Mennon
ites written by B. Mabel Dunham, Andrew R. Shelly, 
and Blodwen Davies, see the October, 1950, issue of 
Mennonite Life.
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