CHAPTER IX
THE REVIEW OF THE LITERATIRE

The past sixty years have seen nearly eleven hindred athletic
events that involved Bethel College athletes, Over five hundred ath.
letes have participated under the Maroon and Gray banner., Accounts of
these contests have Leen reported in the varicus dally and weekly nevs-
papers. To date no one has compiled the results or analysed them.
Therefore the organised material is very limited and largely non-
existent,

Dr. Peter J. Wedel joined the faoculty at Bethel College in 1902
and served it in one capacity or another until his death in 1951, Im
his later years he gathered material and wrote Ihg Story of Bathal
Colleze. He died before the volume was published, Dr. E, 8. Keufwan
resigned as president of the College in 1952 after serving in that ca-
pacity for twenty years, HAs .ong and intimate connections with the
institution made him the logical person to edit and bring the gathered
material up to date and assume responsibility for its publication,

The Sghool and College Jouinal was one of the early Bethel Col-
lege publications, In the February, 1897, issue the first reference
to football is found. A teag had been organized without the favor of
the faculty or the board of directors. A later issue expressed the
bope thet football would be prohibited in every etate of the gnien.l
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In reviewing the early incidents and subsequent developments,
Wedel summed it up this way, "In spite of objeetions and restrictions,
athletic contests gained in favor with the students and assumed a more
and more prominent place in student activities,"?

The first Bethel College annual, Eghoeg, contained a cartoon
that indicated the sentiment of the students regarding the condition
of athletics at Bethel College. It placed the faculty between two
fires: a constituency very definitely opposed to intercollegiate ath-
letics on the one hand, and an over-gealous student body just as de-
finitely favoring them on the other hand.3

The senior class of 1907 was instrumental in selecting the
College colors, marocn and gray, These official colors were incorpo-
rated in the rensming of the College annual, Greymaroen.” The athle-
tic teams became known as the "Graymaroons."

The Graymaroon has been published annually since 1915, It de-
plcts the various phases of college life. Pletures are the most pro-
minent feature of the annuels, although valuable bits of history have
been found here and there., Brief athletic records are frequently in-
cluded in the condensed sumnary of events and activities of the year,
Cne such event was the election of the first Homecoming Day queen in

1938, This occasion was named the Wheat Bowl Festival. Pictures tell
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the story of the selection and creming of the first Wheat Bowl Queen
and her attendantes, With this story are pleotured the floats that made
up the first annual parado.5 The annual homeconiing activities since
that memorable first one have made a definite gontribution to student
1ife and to the intercollegiate athletic program,.

The Bethel College Monthly snd Mopats-blaetter aus Bethel Col-
dege, English and German editions, were first published in 1903 as the
official College publications, The two editions were consolidated
after five years, In 1934 the Bethel College Bulletin replaced the
Monthly as the official voice of the College, Its role was to supply
the constituency with information and publicity, and the special feaw
ture was the alumni secti.en.é Through the years various items per-
taining to the intercolleglate athletic program have been published,
Possibly the greatest single release was the recognition given the bas-
ketball team of the year 1955-56.7 This team was the first Bethel
College athletic team to win a Kansas College Athletic Conference
championship.

A student publication known as the Bethe)l Breege was first
printed in 1915. The name was changed in 1921 to The Bethel Collegiap.
The student periodical is published bi-monthly. It features a sport
section with brief accounts of the varicue athletic events, Occasional
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issues have pictures or stories about athletes receiving special re-
cognition,

The Hewton Kapsan is a daily newspaper serving this area, Prior
to 1945 this publication was known as the Newton Republican. The cever-
age given the College, and more particularly, the athletic program, has
been generous. Accounts of the many athletic events have been printed
and photographs have often appearsd with the articles.

The major nowspapers of the state have given the intercolleg-
jate athletic program favorable coverage, Special articles have ap-
peared at various times in Jhe Wichita Eagle, Ihe Topeka Dally Capital,
and The Kapsas City Star. DBox scores and brief accounts of the athle-
ti¢ events appear in print the morning after each contest,

The official files were a source of valuable information. The
score books contain definite information pertaining to the athletie
contests and their administration. However, some of the informatlon
is very sketchy. This is especially true where early records are in-
volved, Much of the early material is not organized. Through the
years some valuable information has been destroyed or misplaced,

The Historical Library, located on the campus of Bethel College,
was a valuable source of information., In addition to the many past
publications and issues of the above mentioned literature, 1t houses
of£icial collage correspondence, minutes of board meetings and commit-
tee meetings, and reports of various types. Some of this material
pertains directly or indirsctly to the men's intercolleglate athletie
program, Many old pictures associated with athletics are among the

valuable collections found here.




A source of information not in the printed form were the many
athletes and coaches that have been a part of the program, Although
only & limited number of human interest stories are included in this
research paper, they did give additional background information to the
researcher, A few of the very early athletes are still living., These
men supplied the missing details to the early history of the men's

intercolleglate program,




