8 ACCOUNTS OF VARIOUS EXPERIENCES IN LIFE

A DIARY BEGUN IN THE YEAR 1839

BY

JOHANN JANT ZEN

BORN 6 OCTOBER 1823, NEUTEICHSDORFSFELD, WEST PRUSSIA
RESIDED IN NEUENDORF NEAR DANZIG, WEST PRUSSTA

MIGRATED TO RUSSIA, TO CENTRAL ASIA, AND IN 1884 TO AMERICA
RESIDED NEAR PLYMOUTH, JEFFERSON COUNTY, NEBRASKA

DIED 5 OCTOBER 1903

WITH AN APPENDIX OF RELATED MATERIALS
INCLUDING BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF
JOHANN'S FATHER, ABRAHAM (born 1797)
AND GRANDFATHER, CORNELIUS (born 17.44)

This diary was continued by descendents until 1535,
copied from German script to Fnglish script in 1966,
and translated to English in 1376.
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Original diary is in custody of

Richard W, Jantzen

2006 Boroadview Drive
Topeka, Kansas 6660L
Telephone: 913=272-1596




July 8, 1977
ABOUT THE TRANSIATION

In the latter 1950s my mother, Helen Jantzen, began the task of copying
Great Grandfather Johann Jantzen's diary from the original German script of
thet day to a more readable script that most of us are familiar with today.
This was completed in January of 1966. Those of us who knew of the dizry
have since then felt an Efglish translation would be inevitsble soone:* or
laters Little was done about this till April 8, 1975 when Aunt kartha snd
Aunt Marie were asked how they felt about translating the diary. I was pleased
that Aunt Martha seemed interested in trying ite.

On July 1, 1976 I had occasion to pick up the completed translation
written out neatly in long hande. This was indesd a milestone. I had not
expscted this to happen very soone What to do now was the questione After
reading it, I procecded to deliberate on it in characteristic Jantzen fashione
In consulting with my brothers and sister we discussed the possibilities of
enhancing the translation by first of all correcting any copying errors by
comparison with the origimal rather than relying on the intermediate copy as a
reference bass from which the Znglish translation was made. My brother,Carl,
suggested the use of names with identifying code for people who shared the same
first and last name with several other people in the diary. How do you tell
21l the Henry, John and Jacob Jantzens apurt’ otherwises The addition of con-
version tables, explanatory footnotes, maps of Prussia, Russia and Central
Asia, and old photographs would increase the value of the translation.

The one biy problem was,this might take yearses I began to hear that there
were people who wanted copies of this translation immediately. Thus it cams about
that & limited number of copies of the translation in long hand were xeroxed
to satisfy this immediate neede The recipients of these copies and others
who have the opportunity to read the diary, can then decide for themselves
wizther they wish to involve themselves further in the pro ject, collectively
or individually, to make it a document that would lend itself to a wider
eirculation than our family alonoce

I wish to poirtout here that because the .diary - was first copied
in its entirety from the original, ard the English translation was made from
this copys the probable chance for error has been compoundede After checking
my mother's copy against the origiml there were occasional errors such as mis=-
spollings as well as misidentification of place nsmes, etce These errors are
also re¥lected in the translation beyond the control of the translatore

I have long ago expressed my appreciation to my mother for her contribution
to this projecte I would like to use this means now to express my gratitude
to Aunt Martha for the immense task of translating this diary.. She made it
seem so oasy but in spite of this I know she spent many hours on this effort.

Martha Jantzen has emabled many of us who do not read the originel
German to gain a new insight and dimension to a significant part of our family
history which otherwise would still be closed to us. Thank you.

Aotrd A Jere

Richard We JintZex
s
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